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MONDAY, HAY 8, 1780 

A letter, of 5th, firom General Washington was read:' 
Ordered, That so much thereof as rdates to money be 
referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of April 24, from J. Bichardsonj assistant com- 
missary general of issues, with a number of papers enclosed; 
and 
A letter, of the 7tb instant, from W. Bingham, were read : 
Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Com- 



A letter, of 5, iram the Board of War was read, with a 
letter enclosed from Brigadier Muhlenbei^: 

Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board of 
War to taJce order. 

Another letter from the Board of War was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [James] 
Lovell and Mr. J{oseph] Jones. 

The Committee of Foreign Affairs laid before Congress a 
letter, of April 7, from Parsons Alston & Co. at Martinique, 
which was read and returned to the conunittee.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MAY 9, 1780 

A letter, of 24 April, from Governor A. Nash, of North 
Carolina, was read, with sundry papers enclosed: 
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

' This letter i« in th« Poptra (tfOt GontHimtal CofVKM, No. 162, VIII, folio 639. 

"nie lett« of Uie 6th lain the Pap<rto/lA« ConlUMnJiiJ Confren, No. 148, 1, tolio 
S3; the aecond letter ia In No. 148, 1, folio 79. 

' A letter from Allen HclAne, dated Hay 8, 1780, appean to Itave been read. It ie 
in the Papm ofUu ContkutOai Congrm, No. 78, XVI, folio 37; alao one from W. Rick- 
man, dated April 23, idiich ie in No. 78, XIX, foUo 3U. 
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A letter, of 6, from President J. Reed, of Pensylvama, 
was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [Freder- 
ick A.] Muhlenbei^ and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

A petition from Lieutenant Colonel Dericks was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be refared to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. Elloworth [John Morin] Scott, 
Bb*. [Frederick A.] Muhlenbei^ and [William Chiirchill] 
Houston. 

An appeal from the judgment of a Court of Admiralty in 
the State of North Carolina, on the libel John Brag vs. sloop 
Dove, waa lodged with the Secretary, and referred to the 
Court of Appeals. 

The committee, appointed to arrange the reports on file, 
in such order that those which call for most immediate con- 
sideration should be first talcen up, report tliat they iiave 
met and arranged seven reports; but not liaving finished 
the business asogned to them, dedre leave to sit again. 

Mr. Peter R. Fell was put in nomination by Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, to be elected a commissioner of the 
chambers of accounts in the room of Mr. Mumford, deceased. 

The time for which Mr. [William Churchill] Houston was 
elected being expired. Congress proceeded to an election of a 
member for the Board of Treasury; and the ballots being 
taken, Mr. [James] Duane was elected. 

The del^ates of Virginia, to whom were referred the letter 
and papers inclosed of P. L^ras, report that the same are 
propCT for the consideration of the general assembly of Yir- 

> NaA'fl lettcc 1b in thePopevo/ the ContmmUd Congnu, No. 72, folio 73; Reed't 
IsiiiND.6g,II,lbliol85. 

* T^ia petition, undated, ia in Uie Fapen of tht Conlinmtat Congrttt, No. 42, II, 
foUo893. 
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ginia, and in their opinion, ought to be transmitted to the 
executive of that State.' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The committee, to whom was referred a letter &om the 
Boaid of War, of the 5th instant, report that, having con- 
versed with the petitioner therein referred to, and having 
received from the Board the testimonies mentioned by them 
respecting his reputable character, they are of opinion that 
permission should be granted to the petitioner to go to Great 
Bntain, for the purpose of removii^ his property from thence 
to these United States, and that a protection in the usual 
form be ^ven to him. 

The Com*r further report that they do not think it expedient for 
Congresa to adopt the plan of aupplies ci clothing which the Peti- 
tioner had to propose.* 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, HAY lo, 1780 

A letter, of this day, from Doctor J. Moi^an was read, 
requesting " to be indulged ^th an authenticated copy of 
his Excellency General Washington's letter to Dr. Shippen, 
referred to in the General's letter to him (Dr. Morgan), of 
January 6, 1779, dated about the banning of November, 
1776, and enclosed to the President of Congress in Doctor 
Shippen's letter, dated 9th November, 1776 :" 

Ordered, That Doctor Morgan be furnished with a copy of 
the eaid letter, agreeably to his request. 

* Thifl report. In Uls vrittng of Tceeph lonee, Is in the Papen qfAe Oontinmtal Con- 
grot, No. 19, III, f(dio537. 

' Thin report, in the writbg of James Ix)v«U, ia in the PojMn 0/ (Ac (>n<tnen(al Oim- 
grt*, No. 27, folio 103. The fint pnragnph whs alao entered in the manuocript 
Seciet (Domeetic) Journal. 
10870— 10 27 
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A letter, of 9, from Le Baron de Benyowsky was read: 

Ordered, That the secretaiy inform Le Baron de Benyoiraki, 
that the request contained in his letter of the 9th, cannot 
be complied with. 

A letter, of this day, from Major General B. Arnold, was 
read, informing that " on ezaminii^ the report of the Board 
of l^reasury on his public accounts, he finds himself under 
the necessity of appealing to the honorable Congress, and re- 
questing the favour of that honorable body to point out the 
method of proceeding in appeals from the Board of Treasury, 
and to be informed when he can be heard on the subject of 
the appeal." ' 

Ordered, That Major General Arnold be informed he is at 
lib^y to state in whting any objections he may have to the 
report of the Board of Treasury on his accounts, and to lay 
them before Congress. 

The committee appointed to report a proper compensa- 
tion to the staff of the army in consequence of the depreci- 
tion of the currency, delivered in a report, which was read 
and re-committed. 

The Committee "appointed to report a proper compensatioD to 
tiie staff of the army in consequence of the depreciation of the 
currency," 

Beg leave to report as their opinion that it would be premature to 
proceed upon the business before the Committee that is sent to Head 
Quarters shall have reported.* 

A report &om the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the Board of War and 
Ordnance, the following warrants amounting to two hun- 
dred and e^hty seven thousand five hundred and seventy 

' Moigon's letter is in the Fapen of (A« ContinaUal Ccmgnu, No. 63, folio 173; that 
olBaion de Benyowsky isin No. 78, III, folio 461; Arnold's letter ia in No. 162, folio 201. 

* This report, in tha writing of Samuel Holten, ia ia the Papm of the Contmtntal 
Oongrm, No. 21, folio 227. 
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one dollara and sixty ninetieths of a dollar, issue in favour 
of Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the said Board, for the 
use of the eloathlng department, and for which the said pay 
master is to be accountable; viz. 

Two on Geoi^ Brooke, treasurer of the State of Vii^inia, 
one for twenty three thousand and seventy seven doUara 
and forty five ninetieths of a dollfv; and the other for one 
hundred thousand dollars (part of tiie monies raised in the 
s^d State for the use of the United States). 

Three on Heniy Gardn^, treasurer of the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay; one for sixty eight thousand six hundred and 
fl ¥ CPty forty eight dollars and thirty ninetieths of a dollar; 
another for forty five thousand eight hundred and forty five 
dollais and seventy five ninetieths of a dollar; and the other 
for fifty thousand dollars (part of the monies raised in the 
said State for the use of the United States) . 

That a warrant issued on Thomas Harwood, commis- 
«oner of the continental loan office for the State of Mary- 
land, for one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, in favour 
of William Palfrey, paymast^ general, for the piupose of 
discharging simdiy warrants drawn on him by the Board of 
War and Ordnance, for forwarding the Maryland and 
Delaware troops on their march to the southward; and for 
which the said paymaster general is to be accountable. 

That on the application of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, a warrant issue on Thomoe S mith Ee 6^-^ Cogmm e- 
oionof of t he Continental hoat t Offieo of fe bo S tt b to of Ponn 
oylTonio the treasurer, for eighty thousand dollars, in 
favour of Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the said Board, for 
the purpose of forwarding the troops now on their march 
to the southward; and for which the said paymaster is to be 
accountable.' 

> Thia npart is iu Ute Paptn o/Ote CondnaUal Confreu, No. 136, IV, folio 283. 



dbyGOOglC 



420 Journals qf Congress 

Mr. [James] Duane, at his request, being for the present 
excused from serving at the Board of Treasury, Congress 
proceeded to anoth^ choice, and the ballots being taken, 

Mr. [James] Henry was elected. 

The Bo^ of Treasury, to whom was ref^red the memo- 
rial of J. Holker, Consul of France, and others, respecting 
the loss of COTtain loan office certificates, brought in another 
report, which was taken into con«deration, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That loan office certificates, destroyed through 
accident, be renewed at the office where they first issued, and 
delivCTed to the persons who shall appear to have been the 
holders of them at the time they were destroyed, on the fol- 
lowing terms, viz. 

1. That all certificates so destroyed, be advertised immedi- 
ately in the news papers of the State where the accident 
happened ; and, if they have been taken out at the loan office 
of a different State, in the news papers of such State also; and 
in every case where no news papers are printed in a State, 
then in one or more of those which circulate most generally 
therein; which advertisement shall be continued six weeks, 
and shall contain the numbers, dates, sums, names in which 
the certificates were taken out, and the time when, the place 
where, and the means by which they were destroyed. 

2. That a copy of the advertisement be lodged in the loan 
office whence the certificates issued, together with such testi- 
mony as can be procured, ascertaining the time when, the 
place where, and the means by which the destruction 
happened; which copies and testimoni^ shall be duly certi- 
fied by the loan officer, to be laid by the party claiming the 
rene^ral before the Board of Treasury, who shall finally decide 
on the sufficiency thereof. 

3. That the party claiming the renewal enter into bond to 
such loan officer on behalf of the United States, with two or 
more sufficient freeholders, as securities, in double the amount 
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of the value of the certificates claimed to be renewed, with 
condition to indemnify the United States against the holders 
of the certificates said to be destroyed, should any such after- 
^rards appear. 

4. That no certificates be renewed before the expiration 
of three months after the publication of the advertisement 
above mentioned. 

5. That where a demand is made by virtue of a letter or 
^rarrant of attorney, such letter ot warrant be first legally 
proved and recorded, and an authenticated copy lodged in 
the loan ofiice where the demand is made. 

6. That the renewed certificates be of the same tenor and 
date with those destroyed, and that the payments of interest, 
where any have been made, be r^ularly endorsed, as they 
appear on the loan office books; and that they bear a mark 
to distinguish them from the originals, which mark shall be 
entered in the loan office books. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury prepare and forward 
to the respective loan officers the form of a bond, with the 
necessary instructions, to direct them in the execution of the 
afoT^aid resolution; and that they state the sum to be paid 
by the applicants to the United States for certificates re- 
newed, and the fees to be taken by the loan officer. 

The Board of Treasury, in pursuance of the order of the 
21" April last, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commia- 
Honer of the continental loan office in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, for fi f^ - ^O T on tbouflond nino hundred and forty on e 
twenty five thousand dollars, specie, in favoiu* of Joseph 
Carleton, paymaster to the Board of War and Ordnance, pay- 
able in bills of exchange to be drawn on the honourable John 
Jay, Esquire, minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
of Ammca at the Court of Madrid, to be applied pursuant to 
the resolution of Congress of 21st April, respecting American 
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prifioners; and for which the said Joseph Garleton is to be 
accountable.^ 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was readj 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on tho ftpplioation ol - <^ B oogd - of W a r wk t 
Ordntmo e a warrant issue on Miohnol HiUogno E eq^ the 
treasurer, in favour of William Palfrey, pa3nnaster general, 
for forty thousand dollars, fop tho purpoao of to enable him 
to discharge the orders of the Board of War, for expediting 
the troops now on their march to the south wai>d; and for 
which the Williom Polfroy said paymaster general is to be 
accountable. 

That on the application of tho Boojd of Wwa womant 
ipouo on tho Tjooqujop in foiTO? of Charles Pettit, assistant 
quarter master general, on account of Major General Greene, 
quarter master general, a warrant issue in his favoiu* on the 
treasurer, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be applied in 
the Quctftop Moatop'fl department of the said quartermaster 
general, for the purpose of expediting the troops now on their 
march to the southward; and for which tho Qmatop Mootop 
Gtonopol he is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Collins have leave of absence. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, HAY ti. 1780 

A letter, of 1, from Governor Trumbull, of Connecticut, 
was read, enclorang two acts of the general assembly of that 
State; one passed in pursuance of the act of Congress, of 
25 Februaiy, and the other in pursuance of the act of Con- 
gress, of IS March last: 

' This order wbb also entered in the nuniucript Secret (Domestic) Journal. The 
r^wrt ifl in the PiipeTt of Oit Cotdmmiid Congrtu, No. 136, IT, folio 285. 

* This report ia in the Papen of the CominmUU Con^eu, No. 136, IT, folios 28» 
Uid291. 
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Ordered, That the letter with the act passed in pursuance 
of the resolutions of 18 March, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 
Another letter, of 1st, from Governor Trumbull was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 
Another letter from Governor Trumbull was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Folsom and Mr. [James] Madison. 
A memorial from Mary Carew was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 
A letter, of 24 Febniaiy, from J. Gardoqui & Sons, and, 
A letter, of 19 February, from W. Carmichael, were read.' 
The committee on a device of a great seal ; and the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the petition of Colonel Derik, 
brought in reports, which were read. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. HAY la. 1780 

A letter, of 10, from the committee sent to headquarters 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [OUver] Ellsworth, Mr. [Fred- 
erick A.] Muhlenberg and Mr. [Wilham Churchill] Houston. 

Resolved, that the committee be and they are hereby 
instructed to confer with the president and supreme execu- 
tive council of the State of Pensylvania, and with such 

' The fint letter ia in the Paperio/tAf Contmmtal Congrai,No. 66, 11, folio 47; the 
■econd on folio 37; the third on folio 41. 

' ThiB letter is printed in the Diplomatie Corretpondenet of the jiirMnoon Btvoluiitm 
(Wharton), III, 607. 

■ This letter ia in the Paptn of (he Cm^nenttd Congrea, No. 39, 1, toUo 12. A dnft, 
dated V»j 0, is on folio 1, and it vae transcribed under the same date In Committee 
Bot^ 1780, Froceedinp of the Conusittee iqipointed the 13th of April, 1780, fdio 21. 
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committee as the general assembly of the said State shall 
appoint. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury lay before Congress 
a copy of the estimates on which warranta were ordered to 
be issued, in favour of the commissary general of purchases, 
on the 10 and 11th of April, and 1st of May. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; AVhereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of John Nicholson, one of the clerks in the chamber of ac- 
counts, for nine thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John L. 
Clarkson, Jun., clerk to the Board of Treasury, for six thou- 
sand dollars, on account of his salary. 

The Boud having considered the letter of James Gray Deputy 
Commissary General of Issues complaining of hia ina- 
bility to bring John Hanson one of his Assistant Com- 
missaries to account referred to them by Congreea 
Report — 

That it is inexpedient for Congress to interpose in the Case of the 
aforesaid James Gray and his Assistant, But that it is expedient to be 
by Congress resolved, Hiat it be recommended to the several States 
to pass laws for giving speedy remedy against all persona intrusted 
with public supplies who refuse or delay to account.* 

That on Uie application of the Board of War, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, paymas- 
ter to the said Board, for forty five thousand eight hundred 
and forty five doUais and 75/90, in Ueu of a warrant issued 
on the 10th, on the treasurer of the State of Massachusetts 
Bay, for the same sum, which is to be cancelled at the treas- 
luy office.' 

That on the application of Mr. [\miiam] Ellery, a del^ate 
from the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 

'Tills report is in the fopcnq/' (Ae CorUmmtai Congrus, No. 136, IV, folio 29S. 
■Thur^x>itiBinthePapertc/(A«Con{m«nia[a>nirnM,No. 136, IV, folio 301. 
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a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for fifteen 
thousand dollare, for which the said State is to he accountable. 

That the following warrants, amounting to one hundred 
thousand dollars, issue in favour of Richard Bache, post 
master general, for which he is to be accountable, viz. 

One on Nathaniel Appleton, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Massachusetts bay, for 
thirty thousand dollars; one on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
of the continental loan office for the commonwealth of Pen- 
sylvaoia, for thirty thousand dollars; one on William Armi- 
etead, commissioner of the continental loan office for the com- 
monwealth of Virginia, for twenty thousand dollars; and 
one on James Green, commissioner of the continental loan 
office for the State of North Carolina for twenty thousand 
dollars, boing part of the monies rai s ed in -s aid S toto s r e- 
s peotivoly fo? the us e of tho United S tatoai 

The Board having considered the letter of WiiUam Rickman 
Deputy director general of the hospitals in Vii^inia referred to them 
by Congreaa report 

That the said William Rickman is not charged with any monies in 
the Treasury books, (md that if - ho h ae f oooivod -t MayHnonic o-t ha fc- bo -i fl 
fteeountttblo to tho Dirootof Ghmoinl who is to -a eoonD t- with - fcbo - U"Ditod 



That on the application of William Pal&eyj paymaster 
general, the following warrants, amounting to two millions 
of dollars, issue in his favour, to be applied in the department 
of the said pajrmaster general; and for which he is to be 
accoimtable; viz. 

One on Joseph Claris, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations, for three himdred and eighty eight thousand nine 
hundred and twelve dollars and twenty seven ninetieths. 

One on Henry Gardner, treasurer of the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, for four hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 
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One on John Lawrence, treasurer of the State of Gonnectj- 
cut, for two hundred and ninety ax thousand four hundred 
and twenty one dollars and sixty three ninetieths of a dollar. 

One on Gerardus Bancker, treasurer of the State of New 
York, for two htmdred and thirty seven thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty three dollars; and 

One on DnTid Rittonhonso Ksan s oje f the president Mid 
supreme esecutive council of the commonwealth of Fen- 
sylvaniaj for ax himdred and forty seven thousand three 
hundred and thirty three dollars, being part of the monies 
raised in the said states, respectively, for the use of the 
United States. 

That on the application of the Board of War, a warrant 
issue on the treasm«r, in favour of Ephraim Blaine, com- 
missary general of piu^hases for four hundred and ninety 
six thousand nine hundred and six dollars and sixty nine- 
tieths of a dollar, to enable him to discharge a contract for 
rum purchased for the use of bis department; and for which 
the sud Ephraim Bliune is to be accountable.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, HAY 15, 1780 

Mr. G[eorge] Walton, Mr. E[dward] Telfair and Mr. 
WpUiam] Few, delegates from the State of Geoi^, at- 
tended and produced then* credentials, which were read, as 
follows: 

Georgia. By his Honor Richard Howly, esquire, Captain 

General, GoTemor, and Commander in chief, in 
and over the State of Georgia. 
To all whom these presents shall come, be made known 
or concern. 
Whereas the Eepresentatives of the freemen of this State, in Gen- 
eral Assembly met, did, on tuesday the eleventh day of January last, 

I iniis rapoit is in the Pap«r> <!^ 1A« CmttMntoJ Cbtynu, Ho. 138, IV> folio 296. 
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at Augusta in the St&te aforesaid, enter into and pass the folloving 
procee^ngs and RcBohitHm. 

"HonSB OF AflSBMBLY ACOUSTA ll^jANUAfiT 1780. 

"The House met agreeable to adjournment; and in pursuance of 
the Order of the day, proceeded to elect five persona to Represent 
this State in Congress, during the ensuing year, and until others shall 
be appointed: And the ballots being taken, it appeared that Colonel 
Geoi^ Walton, Edward Telfair, Benjamin Andrew, and Lyman 
Hall, esquires, and Lieutenant Colonel William Few, were duly 
Elected." 

"Resolved, iher^ore, that the said Colonel Cteorge Walton, Eldward 
Telfair, Benjamin Andrew, and Lyman Hall, esquires, and the said 
Lieutenant Colonel William Few, or any two of them, do constitute 
the Representation and Vote of this State in Congress, during the 
ensuing year, and until others shall be appointed," True Copy. 
Geo. Sbboab C. G. A. 
Now know ye, that in execution of the said proceedings and reso- 
lution, I have commissionated, and by these presents do Commis- 
sionate, the said Colonel George Walton, Edward Telfair, Benjamin 
Andrew, and Lyman Hall, esquires, and the said Lieutenant Colonel 
William Few, as Delegates of and for this State, in the General Con- 
gress of the United States, for and during this year of our Lord, one 
thousand seven hundred and ei^ty, and until others shall be ap- 
pointed in their stead, by the General Assembly. And Powers and 
persons concerned are to respect them as such. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State, at 
Augusta, this ninth of February, in the said year of our 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, and in the 
fourth year of the Independency of the United States of 
North-America. 

Signed Rich" Howlt, 
with the great Seal appendant. 
By his Honor's Command 

E^DWABD JoNKS Sec". qf&e State ojQeor^> 

A letter, of 13, from General Washington was read. 

' "nte ori^nal is in the Papen o/ the Coatbientid Congrtu, GeoigM, Cndtntiali q/ 
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A dupliooto of tt lottop of Ootobof 1, 1770, from B. 
Fwmhlin aad a letter, of March 4th, from tho fl ame Doctor 
B. Franklin was read; 

Letters, of February 15th, 17th, 19th, 20, 25, 27, 29, and 
March 4th from J. Adams, at Paris, were read; 

Also duplicates of his letters of December 11 and 16, and 
of January 16, February 15, 17, 19 and 20, were received.' 

A letter, of IS February, from F. Dana was read. 

Ordered, That the foreign letters be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Affaus. 

A letter, of March 3 and one of March 7, from J. Wil- 
lifuns, at Nantes, to the Cbmmittee for Foreign and Com- 
mercial AfFairs, were laid before Congress, the former accom- 
panied with a duplicate of his accounts as settled by com- 
missioners; and the latter enclosing an invoice of goods; 
and b^ng read, they were returned to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Searle, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take 
into consideration and report a proper arrangement for the 
department of foreign affairs. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [^^lliam 
Churchill] Houston and Mr. [James] Duane. 

A letter, of 12, from Governor Rodney of Delaware, 
directed to Mr. fThomas] McKean, a delegate for that 
State, was laid before Congress and read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 12th, from B. Arnold, with simdry papers 
enclosed, relative to his accoimts, was read : 

■Wasbingbin's letter it In the Paptn of ilu Cbnluwntal Congreti, No. 162, VIII, 
faUo&43. FnnUin 'a letter is printed Id TheDiplomatieCoTTetpondatKeo/theAmenean 
Revolution <Wh&rton), III, 534, and AdamB'B letters on pp. 4d4, 499, 504, 607, 51S, 
624, 62T, and 532. The December and January letten ore on pp. 422, 427, 457. 

' This letter is in the Pap«n of the Continentai Confptu, No. 70, lolio 727. 
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Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration to 
morrow. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MAY i6. 1780 

A memorial of John S. Eustace was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of James WiUdnson, 
cloathier general, approved by the Bc»rd of War, a warrant 
issue on Joseph Borden, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of New Jersey, in his favour, for six 
thousand dollars, for the use of the hide department; and 
for which the said James Wilkinson is to be accountable. 

That on the application of John Gibson, commissioner of 
the Board of Treasuiy, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in 
his favotu*, for twenty five thousand dollars, on account of 
his salary. 

That on the application of William Geddes, commissioner 
of the chamber of accoimts, a warrant issue on the treasurer, 
in bis favour, for fifteen thousand dollars, on account of his 
salary. 

That on the application of Francis Hopkinson, treasurer 
of loans, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for 
six thousand dollars, on accoimt of his salary. 

That on the application of James MiUigan, auditor gen- 
eral, a warrant issue on the treasuror, in his favour, for 
twenty thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of Joseph Nourse, assistant auditor 
gena^, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for 
ten thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

■Tlusmanotwi,andated, ismthePajMno/lAeOonlteanJaiCotviwM, No. 41, III, 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Thomas 
Edison, one of the clerks in the Secretary's office, for six 
thousand dollars, on his application, on account of his salary. 

That on the appUcation of George Bond, deputy Sewe- 
tary, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for eight 
thousand dollars, on account of his salary.^ 

That on the application of the Board of War and Ordnance, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, 
paymast^ to the said Board, for one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, to be applied in the cloathing department; and for 
which the said Joseph Carleton is to be accoxmtable. 

That on the application of Mr. T[homas] Burke, a del^ate 
for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer, in his favoiir, for fifteen thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of Charles Lee, secretary to the 
Board of Treasury, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his 
favour, for five thousand dollars, to defray the contingent 
expences of the office; and for which he is to be accountable. 

The Bo&rd on the references relative to the Children of the late 
General Warren Report, 

That the accounta for the Gducatioa of Joseph Warrea his eldest 
son hare been paid to Doctor John Warren up to April 1779 and that 
no accounts have Since been tendered, 

That they know of no resolution of Congress making provision for 
the education of any other of the Children of the said late General 
Warren.* 

A report from the Board of War; and a letter, of 15th, from 
Captain Paschki were read; Whereupon," 

At a Boaed of Wab, May IB. 1780 

Preeent CoL Pickering, MT Peters, Col, Grayaon 

The Board beg leave to represent to Congress the case of Capt: 
Fredrick Faschke, late of Count Pulaski's Legion. 

^TUBmpcttia iatbaPaptTM of the Continental Congreu, No. 136, IV, folio 209. 
1 ndi report ia in Uie Papen of tbe Continental Congrtit, No. 136, IV, folio 303. 
*Fudike'BletterisiitttiePajMr>it^lA«C(m<wuntaICkm^eM,No.78tXVin,folio2S3. 
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Capt: Paschte is a native of PmsBia, in which sernce he had the 
rank of Comet; he was afterwards a Lieut: in the Polish service, 
which he left to eng^;e in the service of the United States. He ar- 
rived here in 1776, and served ten months as a Lieut: in Col? Proc- 
tor's Be^ment of Artillerf; from thence he was taken into the 
(^ Master General's Deputmeni, as an assistant to Col, Lutterloh, 
Deputy (^ Master Gen' Upon the change in that department in 
1778, he was out of Office, but almost immediately engaged in Count 
Pulaski's L^on as a Captain and QT Master, and continued therein 
till its dissolution. In all these employments he appears to have con- 
ducted himself as a brave, intelligent, faithful and industrious officer. 

Desirous of active service, but not finding it possible to be inserted 
in any continental Corps in the Southern Am^, he came to the north- 
ward; but here the same difficulty subsists. We have therefore 
advised his return home to Prussia. But having expended much 
money in coming hither, and supporting himself in the service, he is 
in real distress; the small Talue of his pay compelling him to lay him- 
self under obligations to his friends, which he is anxious to dischai^e. 

The Board thought of a year's pay and subsistence amounting to 
3,000 dollars in paper and 250 dollars in specie as proper to be given 
Capt: Paschke, but did not insert the sums, as they hare not hitherto 
mentioned any sums in such cases. 

Capt: Paschke wishes the favour of a speedy determination, as he 
has the means of going to the Southward with Baron Kalb, if Con- 
gress, do not think proper to enable him to return to Europe 

We therdoie beg leave to report: 

Resolved, That the sum of three thousand dollars, currency 
of these states, and a bill of exchange for two hundred and 
fifty dollars m specie, be paid to Captain Paschki, late of 
Count Pulaski's legion, (which being dissolved, Congress have 
DO means of employii^ Captain Paschki, though a deserving 
officer) to enable hin^ to return to Europe : ^ 

On passing the grant for a bill of exchange for 250 dollars 
in specie, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] 
FeU, 

' Tbifl report la in the Paptn of l6s Contmtntal Congnu, No. 147, IV, folio 3S5. 
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New HampaMre, 






Virginia, 


Mr. Folaom, 


•y 


•y 


Mi.Qriffin, 


MasaadtusetU Bay, 






J. Jones, 


Mr. LoveU, 


•y 


• 


Hemy, 


Rhode Isla^, 






Madison, 


Mr. EUery, 


no 


no 


North OaroKm, 


OemnecHcut, 






Mr. Bnrke, 


Mr. Hxmtington, 


•y 


«y 


Jones, 


New YorJc, 






South OoToUna, 


Mr. Scott, 


no 


no 


Mr. Einloeh, 


New Jersey, 






Georgia, 


Mr.FeU, 


no 




Mr. Telfair, 


Houston, 


no 


no 


Few, 


aark, 


no 






Pennsylvania, 








Mr. Searle, 


ay 






Muhlenberg, 


«y 


»y 




Shippen, 


«y 







ay) 



ay} ay 



So it was resolved in the aflBrmative. 

A letter, of 13, ^m General Washington, and one of this 
day from Major General the Marquis de la Fayette, were 
read; Whereupon,' 

On moUon of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [Robert 
R.] Livingston, 

Resolved, That CoDgress con^der the return of the Marquis 
de la Fayette to America to resume his command in the army, 
as a fresh proof of the disinterested zeal and persevering 
attachment which have justly recommended him to the pub- 
lic confidence and applause; and that they receive with 
pleasure a tender of the farther services of so gallant and 
meritorious an officer. 

In piu-suance of the order of the 12, the Board of Treasury 
laid before Congress a copy of the estimate on which war- 
rants were issued to Mr. Blwie.^ 

1 Waahiiigton'fl lettei is in th« Papff$ o/ &* Continental Conffrtt$, No. 152, Vm, 
folio 649; Labyette's ia in No. l&S, folio 106. 
* TUa wOtoKte Ib in the Paptn of the Continental Congrtn, No. 34, folio 149. 



db,Google 



May, 1780 433 

Congress took into consideration the lett^ irom Major 
General B. Arnold; and after debate, 

Resolved, That the same with the papers enclosed, and the 
report of the Board of Treaaury on Major General Arnold's 
accounts be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Edward] Telfair, Mr. Jloseph] 
Jones and Mr. [Abraham] Clark.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Oock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, HAY 17. 1780 

A memorial &om the Honorable Minister Plenipotentiary 
of France was read. On which a moUon being made by 
Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, 

Offered, That the memorial and motion be referred to a 
committee of three." 

The members chosen,' Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[Oliver] Ellsworth and Mr. J[oseph] Jones. 

Mr. [John] Mathews, one of the committee sent to head- 
quarters, being returned laid before Congress a report, which 
waa read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the forgoing committee. 

A letter, of this day, firom J. Hiltzeimer was read : 

Ordered, That it be refared to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, bom Captain Paachki was read.* 

A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing a 
ktter &om Brigadier Knox, recommending the Rev. Mr. 
Samuel Blair to be chaplain to the brigade of artillery; 
Whereupon^ 



'A tnuulatum of the memorial ia printed In the Diptomatie Oorruporidenee of tlit 
Amtriean Stvolution (Wharton), III, 6S3. 

■ Hiltshelmer'B letter is in the Paptr»o/a€ CmUmmtaWongrttt, No.TB, XllifoUo 26; 
that of Puchke ia in No. 78, XVIII, foUo 287. Uathevra' raport ia in No. 39, I, 
ft^oie. 

10»7ft-10 28 
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Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Samuel Bkur be appointed 
chaplain of the brigade of artillery; and that this appoint- 
ment have effect as if made on the first day of M^h, 1779, 
from which time he has officiated as chaplain to the brigade.' 

At the request of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

Resolved, That the order of the 5, for a warrant in his 
favour for 12,000 dollars, be repealed, and the warrant drawn 
in consequence thereof, cancelled. 

The report of the committee on the device of a seal was 
taken into con^deration; and after debate, 

The Committee to whom was referred on the 25^ of Mftich laat 
the report of a former Committee on the device of a Great Seal for 
the United States in Congress assembled, beg leave to report the 
following description. 

The seal to be [3] inches in diametre. 

On one side the arms of the United States as follows The shield 
charged on the field azure with 13 diagonal stripes alternate md 
[rouge] and w^to [argent]. Supporteis, dexter a warrior holding 
a Bword; sinister a figure representing peace bearing an olive Branch. 
The creet — a radiant constellation of 13 Stars. The motto, Bdlo vd 
pad: The I«gend round the atchievement, The ffreat seal qf the 
United States of Ameriai. 

On the Reverse The Figure of liberty seated in a chair holding the 
staff and cap. The motto, aam p te ["jAb ei ia B virtute perennu"]: 
underneath MDCCLXXVL 

A miniature of the Face of the great seal to be prepared of half 
the diametre, to be affixed as the less seal of the United States.' 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

> IliiB lepcrt ifl in tho Paper* o/Vu Continmlai Congmt, No. 147, IV, folio 359. 

* This report, in the writing of Williuu Churchill HonstAii, except the words in 
biacketa which are in Thomson's hand, is in the FajMrt of iht OoTilinmtal Congreu, 
No. 23, folio 128. ItisendorsedbyThoniMm: "DeIiveTedHftylO,1780,reBd; lecom- 
mitted'i, Bod a note added by Houston: "N. B. The within report bu been altered 
since the recommitment of May 17, 1780," The designs were drawn by Francis Hop- 
kioBon and the notes underneath the sketches are in his writing. See ptMl Oct. 27. 
On folio 144 is this note in Houston's hand undated: 

"The^ureof Liberty 4b-» standing aUitudo and wi a pedestal in a flowing dress, 
turning on a cdumn, on which are to be ongiwod the emUena tJwwigrt teiii com- 
merce, agriculture and amui in sculpture." 
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The del^ates for New York laid before Congress a letter, 
of 27 Af»il, and one of 9th May, from Governor Clinton, with 
sundry papers enclosed, which were read: 

Ordered, That so much thereof aa relates to the depreda- 
tions of the Indians be referred to the Board of War. 

On motion of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [James] Duane, 

Ordered, That the President write to the Executive of the 
States of Delaware and Maryland and ui^ them to send foi^ 
■w&xd immediately, and to keep up a representation in Con- 
gress, as matters of the highest consequence are now before 
them. 

Adjoxu^ed to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, HAY i8. 1780 

A letter, of 27 January, &om J. Jay, at Cadiz; another, of 
20 February, from the same, with sundry papers enclosed; 

One, of 28 February, and one of March 3, from the same, 
with sundiy papers relative to advances to American seamen; 

And another, of March 3d, from the same, respecting ap- 
pointment of consuls, were read. 

Another letter, of March 3, from the same, with simdry 
papers enclosed was read:' 

Ordered, That the lettera, of 28 February and 3 March, 
with the papers relative to seamen, be referred to the Board 
of Admiralty, and the others to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

A letter, of 3, from J. Ward was read, declining the office 
of commissary general of prisoners. 

A letter, of this day, from Major H. Lee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

■Tbeee letten, except that of Febmiuy 28 and one of March 3, are printed in the Wp- 
omatie GmupandetKe <4ihe Ameriean Bmolution (Whaiton), III, 474, 609, 620, and 630. 
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The del^ates for New Hampshire laid before Congress a 
letter, of 28 April, from the president of that State, which 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from E[lbridge] Gerry was read.^ 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 1, from Governor Trumbull; and 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial from the 
Minister of France, &c. brought in reports which were read. 

The report of the committee on the memorial from the 
Minister of France was taken into consideration; and some 
time bmg spent thereon, adjourned to 7 o'Clock. 

Seven O'Gock. 

Coi^ress met and resumed the subject under debate, and 
ha^g made some progress therdn. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, HAY 19, 1780 

A letter, of 12, from Colonel Bailey was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, com- 
missioner of the condnental loan office for the State of Mas- 
sachusetts bay, in favour of Michael Hill^as, treasurer of 
the United States, for five himdred and ninety thousand dol- 
lars; for which the said Michael Hillegas is to be accoimtable.* 
That on the application of James Wilkinson, cloathier gen- 
eral, approved by the BoEird of War, a warrant issue on the 
president and supreme executive council of the common- 

'Vfard'eim^T tain the Papato/thtCotairuntai Congrttt.No. 78, XXIV, folio 203; 
thfttofLeeinNo. 78, XIV,iolio327;the New Hunpahire letter in No. 64, foUo 106; 
Geny'a lettei in No. 78, X, foUo 227. 

■ This letter is in the Papen of the CoiUineidal Congrett, No. 78, III, folio 466. 

* This lepoTt is in the Papen of On QmHnmUtl Congrtu, No. 136, IV, folio SOS. 

From this point the entiiea are made by Geoige Bond, of the Secietuy'a office. 
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wealth of Pensylvania, in his favor, for three hundred 
thousand dollars (part of the monies raised in the said com- 
monwealth, for the use of the said United States), to be 
applied in the hide department; and for which the said James 
Wilkinson is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of Mr. Samuel Holten, a delegate 
from the State of Massachusetts Bay, a warrant issue, in his 
favor, on the treasurer, for six thousand dollars, for which 
the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of Joseph Carleton, secretary to 
the Board of Ordnance and paymaster to the Board of War 
and Ordnance, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favor, 
for eight thousand dollars, on account of hb salary.' 

Congress resinned the conaderation of the report of the 
committee on the memorial of the Hon"* Minister Plenipo- 
tentiaiy of France ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the States of Vir^nia, Maryland, Delaware, 
Penaylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts bay, and New Hampshire, be most 
earnestly called on to collect and pay into the continental 
treasury, immediately, if possible, and, at all events, within 
thirty days from this time, ten mMon dollars, for the special 
purpose hereafter mentioned, in the followii^ proportions; 
the payments to be credited to the said states respectively, 
on their quotas of money due to the United States to the 
first day of March last, viz. 



Virginia 1,963,200 

Ma^land. 1,234,360 

Delaware 132, 800 

Pennsylvama- 1, 79$, 960 

New Jersey 703, 960 

New York 585,950 



Connecticut > 1,329, 150 

Rhode I^aod .... 1 56, 250 
Massachuaettabay '1,794,950 
New Hampebire.. 312, 450 



10,000,000 
The dntft rajtb: 1,328,060. ■ 'Rie draft Myet 1,7»6,960. 
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Resolved, That bills be immediately drawn under the direc- 
tion of tiie Board of Treasiuy on the hon"" Dr. B. Franklin, for 
25,000 dollars, and on the hon"" John Jay, for 25,000 dollars, 
payable at oxty days sight :^ that they be offered for sale in 
Massachusetts bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pensylvania, 
Maryland, and Vii^inia, in the following proportions, viz. 



Massachusetts 

bay 20, 000 dollara. 

Rhode IslaniL. 3,000 do. 
Connecticut... 8,000 do. 



PennsjiTsnia.. 10, 000 doll&ni. 

Maryland 6, 000 do. 

Virginia 4,000 do. 



Resolved, That the money to be rtused as aforesaid be 
appropriated and applied solely to the brining the army 
into the field, and forwardii^ their supplies in such manner 
as the exigency wid nature of the service may require. 

Resolved, That the committee at headquarters be directed 
[to expedite the drawing forth the supplies of the states re- 
quired by the resolution of Congress, of the 25 day of Feb- 
ruary last, as the exigency and nature of the service may 
require, and the Commander in Chief shall judge them 
necessary. 

That in case of any extraordinary emergency, more of any 
of the articles enumerated in the said resolution shall become 
necessary than is therein provided for, the smd committee, 
with the advice of t^ Commander in Chief, do apply to the 
l^islative or executive powers of any of the states aforesaid, 
from New Hampshire to Virginia, inclusive, as may be most 
convenient, to have them immediately purchased at the ex- 
pence of the United States, or otherwise procured on the 
credit of the same, if necessity shall so require: 

That the said committee give directions for procuring any 
other articles not provided for in the said resolution of the 25 
of Februaiy, which the exi^ncy of the service may, in the 



> This puagnph wu also entered in tbe nuurascript 
AfEafn. 



Secret JoanMl, F<H«iga 
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opinioa of the Commander in Chief render necessary, i 
caoo thoy oonnot bo purohoood ot oUioi ' wiao obtainod on 
the opodit of thoQO United ■ S tfttoo^ that thoy direct the 
proper applications to the civil ma^trates of any of the 
states, for obtaining them in such manner as shall not admit 
of delay. 
i Hi a t aft ic I oommitteo bodifootod to gonowJ to givooffory aid - in fchoi f 

powoF to a B uoocosful oooporotiion of tho Fofoc e of tho a o 
ttom. United S tatco with ' tfw fl e - of bi a Mo s t Cbpi e t ia p M a je s ty 

Aft t ohftll bo fl ont to o\re Qflsiatan eer 

That the said committee be also authorised to give assur- 
ance where any of the aforesaid articles shall be purchased or 
otherwise procured on the credit of the United States, that 
the just value of the stune shall be paid, with interest at six 
per cent, aa faM as money can be raised for that purpose. 

That the said committee report their proceedings «a^ 
monou f OB to Coi^ress a e- (rft ) a a a s -BMty bo, and c b loo tako 
tho fujthop difootiono of Oongfeoa wbofo thoy find it noe 
o s flory ftnd tiato rft afe bo giyon thorn thorofof , once a fort- 
night.] 

Rewlved, That the legislatures from New Hampshire to 
Vii^inia, inclusive, be requested to invest their executive 
authority, or some other persons, with such powers as will 
enable them, on the application of the committee aforesaid, 
to draw forth, at this critical period, the resources of the 
State.' 

In debating the foregcong resolutions, particularly relative 
to the powers of the committee, an amendment was moved 
by Mr. [William] Elleiy, seconded by Mr. [James] Searle, by 
inserting "except the States of Rhode Island and Providence 

' This report la In the Papon of th* Continental Cow/nn, No. 26, 1, folio 280, and a 
dmft of the portion in brackets, in the writing of Oliver Ellaworth, is on folio 282. It 
ms also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Xonmal. A tnmBcript from tlie 
entry in the Journals ie in Committee Book, Proceedings ol the Oommittee appointed 
<m the I3th of April, 1780, folio 3. 
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Plantations, and Uie commonwealth of Pensylvania," after 
the words, "from New Hampshire to \^ipnia, inclusive"; 
And on the question, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. [James] Searle, 



»}• 



NmBampAm, 






Maryland, 




Mr. Folsom, 


no 


no 


Mr. Plater 


no 


M<UBachvaettB Bay, 






Virffiina, 




Mr. LoYeU, 


no 




Mr. Jonee, 


no 


Holten, 


no 


no 


Henry, 


no 


Bhode lalemd, 






Madison, 


no 


Mr. BUery, 


«y 


ay 


North Oardina, 




Connedund, 






Mr. Burke, 


ay 


Mr. Himtijigtoo, 


no 
no 




Jonee, 


ay 


KUsworth, 


no 


South (hrdim, 




Nm York, 






Mr. Mathews, 


no 


Mr. Duane, 


no 




Kinloch, 


no 


Scott, 


no 


no 


Georgia, 




Liviii^ton, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


no 


New Jersey, 






Telfair, 


no 


Mp.feU, 


no 








Houston, 


no 


no 






Claxk, 


no 








Permeylvania, 










Mr. Searle, 


ay 








Muhlenberg, 


ay 


ay 






Shippen, 


ay 









So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 

That the powers conferred on the said committee by the 
foregou:^; resolutions, continue and be in force for raxty days 
from the date thereof, and no longer. 

On which the previous question being moved by Mr. 
[Samuel] Holten, seconded by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, and 
on the question, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[TOlliam] Ellery, 
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New Hamptthire, 

Mr. Folsom, 
Massachusetts Bay, 
Mr. Lorell, 
Holten, 
Ekode Idand, 
Mr.EIleiy, 
Connedieut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Ellsworth, 
New Yori, 
Mr. Duane, 
Scott, 
Livingston, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 
Clark, 
So it passed in the 
set aside. 
Adjourned to 10 o' 



ay) ay 
ay 



ay 



no} no 
ay 



■ay 



PenMylvania, 
Mr. Muhlenberg, 
Shippen, 

Mr. Jones, 
Henry, 
Madison, 
North Carolina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Jones, 
Sovih Carolina, 
Mr- Kinloch, 
Georgia, 
Mr. Walton, 
Telfair, 

ayi 
no lay 

«y| 

affinnative, and the main question was 

'Clocli to Morrow. 



ay 
ay I ay 

«y 



»yj •' 

ay lay 
ay) 

ay) ay 



SATURDAY, MAY ao, 1780 

A memorial from Bodo Otto was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
An extract from the minutes of the general assembly of 
the commonwealth of Pen^lvania, was laid before Congress, 
purporting that " Mr. Peale, Mr. Blewer, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Wya- 
koop, Mr. J. Anderson, Mr. Orr, Mr. Smith, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Dresbach, Mr. Powell, Mr. Sloan and Mr. Martin were ap- 
pointed a committee to confer with Congress, in company with 
a committee of the supreme executive council, on the subject 
of the loan office certificates and the certificates issued by 
the officers of the staff department." ' 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to con- 
fer with the above committees: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston and Mr. [James] Henry. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[William Churchill] Houston, 

Resolved, That the several states be eameetly requested to 
forward their quotas of troops to join their respective corps 
of Uie army, as soon as possible. 

On motion of the Medical Committee, 

Resolved, That on the application of the Medical Com- 
mittee, the Commercial Committee be authorised to fur- 
nish Doctor Fotts, the purveyor general, with two hogs- 
heads of sugar, for the use of the hospitals in the middle 
district, the said purveyor general to be accountable. 

Resolved, That on the application of the Medical Com- 
mittee, the commissary general of purchases be directed 
to furnish the purveyor general with two hogsheads of 
spirits, for the use of the hospitals in the middle district, 
the said purveyor general to be accoimtable.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Searle, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Ellery, for an order in favour of [the] Board 
of Admiralty, on tiie Committee of Comm^^se, for an ad- 
vance of money : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee on the memorial of the hon*^ the fiGnister 
Plenipotentiary of France, brought in a farther report, which 
was read and agreed to. 

On the report of the said committee — 
Resolved, That the Marquis de la Fayette be re- 
quested to make such communications as he has to 
offer, relative to the military operations of the fleet 

' This rapoft, in the writing ol Piedcsick A. Muhlenbeig, is in ths Fapen tffOu Oon- 
Hntntal Coagnt. No. 22, foUo SB. 
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and army of hia most Chnstian Majesty in America, 
to the Commander in Chief of the American army. 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief, after hav- 
ing received the commimications of the Marquis de la 
Fayette, take such measures for carrying on the operar- 
tions of the ensuing campaign as will effectually pro- 
mote the purposes mentioned in the answer given to 
the commimications of the honourable the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of France, on the 31st January last. 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in this 
report be requested to confer with the honourable the 
Minister of France on the means of suppljdng the 
forces of his most Christian Majesty, in case of their 
arrival in America, and to report th^'eon to Coi^ress. 

Resolved, That the same committee collect the in- 
telligence requested in the communications of the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne; and that they be for that pui^ 
pose empowered to establish correspondences with the 
govemora of any of the United States, or such other 
persons as they may think prop^; and that they lay 
such intelligence before Congress.' 
Adjomraed to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MAY aa, 1780 
Mr. [John] Walker, a delegate from \^ipnia attended and 
took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 17, from General Washington, and a letter, of 
1st. March, from Lieutenant Colonel Fleury, soliciting a pro- 
longatioa of his furlough, were read; Whereupon,' 

Resolved, That the furlough heretofore granted to Lieuten- 
Ck)lon^ Fleury, be farther extended for the space of nine 
months. 

* These nsolutiotifl were entered only in the iiuniiBcriptSacrat(Domertic)JouiiaI. 
' Waahingbm's letter t» in the Papen of On Cimtmmtal Cangrm, No. 1S2, VIII, folio 
661 ; Uwt of Fleoiy IB (H) loUo 665. 
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A letter, of 20, [16.] from the committee sent to head- 
quarters, with sundiy paprars enclosed, waa read: 

Ordered, That the same be taken Into conaderatlon to 
morrow. 

A letter, of 16, from Governor Livingston, of New Jersey, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten and Mr. [James] Duane. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

The Board having considered the memorials of the Executors of 
Peter Cheralier (deceased) referred to them by Congress together 
with the Certificates of the Commercial Committee of Congress on the 
subject of the Memorials aforesaid beg leave to represent^ — 

"Riat it appears from one of the memorials aforesaid dated Januaiy 
27, 1780 and a Certificate of the Committee aforesaid dated March 27, 
1779 that the Executors aforesaid drew Bills of Exchange on Dufi and 
Welch Merchants in Cadiz in favour of jthe Commercial Committee 
aforesaid for one thousand nine hundred and sixty pounds Sterling, 
for which they were to be paid forty seven thousand and forty dollars 
of Continental Currency at euch time when it should appear to the 
Committee aforesaid, that the aforesaid bills were duly honored and 
paid. 

That it appears from the memorial aforesaid and a Certificate of the 
Committee aforesaid that the said Bills were duly honored and paid of 
which the Committee aforesaid received advice from their Agent at 
S*. Eustatia in a letter dated November 30, 1779, previous to which 
advice the Executors aforesaid applied for payment but were refused. 
That it appears, that after the advice aforesaid was received, an 
order was offered for the payment of the aforesaid sum of forty seven 
thousand and forty dollars Continental Currency, but that from the 
extraordinary depreciation of the currency since that transaction, the 
widow and diildren must be very great sufferers, unless some allow- 

*Ti^lstteiUiatb»PapenofthtCotaintntalConifnu,No.es,tohoSil. TheletUr 
of the Committee »t headquarters ie in No. 39, I, folio 24; it wta dated the ie<», a 
dnft of the aame letter is on folio SO, and it Ttaa tianscribed in Committee Book, 
1780, Froceedinp of the Committee appointed the 13>* of April, 1780, folio 22. 
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BDce 18 made on that account, the truth of all which they have no 
reason to doubt. That it also appears from the memorial of the 
Executors aforeeaid dated February 28, 1780, that they are willing to 
receive bills of exchange to reimburse them for the bills aforesaid, in 
which coae they will relinquish all compensation for the use of their 
money a considerable time. 

From all which considerations the Board are of opinion that the 
prayer of the said memorialists is reasonable, and therefore submit the 
following Resolution, viz. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sions of the continental loan office for the commonwealth of 
Pensylvania, for the simi of eight thousand seven hundred 
and eleven dollars, specie, in bills of exchange drawn on the 
honorable John Jay, Esquire, minister plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Madrid, in favoiu* of the Commercial Committee of 
Congress, to enable them to dischai^ their contract with the 
executors of Peter Chevalier, deceased, for bills of exchange 
drawn by the said executors on Duff and Welsh, merchants at 
Cadiz.' 

On motion of Mr. [Jamra] Duane, seconded by Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth, 

Ordered, That the letter, of 13 May, from General Wash- 
ington, and the letter, of 16, from the Marquis de la Fayette, 
mth the resolution passed in consequence thereof be pub- 
lished. 

A letter, of 19, from Governor Lee, of Maryland, was read, 
with two resolutions of the genial assembly of that State 
enclosed : 

Ontererf, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

Another letter, of 18, from Governor Lee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 15, from the general assembly of Maryland, 
mgned Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, president of the senate, 

> This raport is in the Papcriq^tAc CmdmaOai Cangnu,T<iQ. 130, IV, folio SOS. 
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and JomaB Beall, speaker of the hoiise [of] Del^ates, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee, to whom was referred President Reed's 
letter, of 6th, brought in a report, which was taken into con- 
sideration, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congress it is highly inex- 
pedient for any of the states to permit the exportation of 
provifflons to foreign parts, until the exigencies of the public 
service are more fully ascertained and provided for than at 
present. 

That it be earnestly recommended to the Delaware State, 
again immediately to lay an embargo on the exportation of 
provifflons from that State, and to continue the same until 
it shall be consistent with the public safety that the like 
embai^;oes should be discontinued in all the United States. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregouag resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the president of the Delaware State, and also to 
the pre»dent of the supreme executive council of Pensyl- 
vania, in answer to his letter of the 6th. 

Tho B upplio a tor the poblio amgeiieic a ahall bo fally pioTidod-foF 
^ pwcfl i bly to tho yo s olntion of Congwwfl of the B fith of Voby. Ina tr* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. Allen Jones, a 
Delegate from the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue 
on the Treasurer in his favor for twenty thousand dollars, 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of William Govett, one of the 
Commissioners of the Chamber of Accoimts, a warrant issue 

■ Gov^nor Lee's letter of the 10th is is the Papen of the Oontmentol Congrtu, No. 
70, folio 363; bis letter of the 18(h is od toUo 359; the general assembly's letter is on 
foUo 355. 

* This report, in the writb^ of OliTca' Ellsworth, is in the Paper* of the ContmenUU 
Congroi, No. 20, II, folio S3. From this point the entriea «r« by Oeraige Bond, of the 
Bectetuy's Office. 
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on the Treasurer in his favor, for fifteen thousand dollars, 
on account of his salary.' 

Sundry resolutions were moved by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 
seconded by Mr. [James] Duane, relative to the New Hamp- 
shire grants. 

Ordered, That the conaderation thereof be an order of the 
day for to morrow. 

Resolved, That the President communicate to his 
most Cbiistian Majesty, through his Minister, the hon- 
orable the Chevalier de la Luzerne, the grateful sense 
that Congress entertain of his unremitted attention to 
the interests of these United States, evidenced by his 
many great and generous efforts in their behalf; and 
that his Minister be informed of the proceedings of 
Congress in consequence of his communications.^ 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. HAY 23, 1780 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Medical 
Comnuttee, to whom was referred the letter from Governor 
Trumbull, of the 1st. inst. ; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the director general, or in his absence, 
deputy director general, of the hospitals in the eastern dis- 
trict, be and he is hereby directed to hire a suitable house at 
or near the port of New London, in the State of Connecticut, 
for the reception of such sick American prisoners as shall, 
from time to time, be exchanged and landed in that neigh- 
bourhood; and that one senior sui^eon or physician, uid a 
suitable number of mates, be occasionally employed therein, 
as the number of sick shall increase or diminish.' 

* Tlus report is in tbe Papert qftlu Conlinmtat Congreu, Ho. 136, Vf, folio 306. 

* This pftTBgiaplt wM Altered only in the miuiuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal. 

■ Thii report, in the writing of Frederick A. Hublenbeig, ia in the Papert of <Ji4 Con- 
fuwntaj Omgrm, No. 22, folio 87. 
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Resolved, That the order of the day for takii^ into con- 
Edderation the letter, of 16th instant, from the committee at 
headquarters, be postponed. 

Mr. [William Churchill] Houston nominated Mr. Edward 
Fox for the office of commisffloner of the chamber of accoimts. 

Agreeable to order, Congress took into consideration the 
following resolutions rolfttiyo to tho Now Hampahifo gro r nta , 
Mid - th e- BO i mo - boing - peftd , ■ moved by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 
viz. 

* ' Whereas Congress in and by certain resolutions, of the 24th 
day of September last, did, among other things, unanimously 
resolve to proceed on the first day of February then next with- 
out delay, to hear and examine into the disputes and differ- 
ences rdative to jurisdiction between the States of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts bay and New York, respectively, 
or such of them who should pass laire for the purpose, on the 
one part, and the people of a certain district of country, 
commonly called the New Hampshire Grants, who claim to 
be a separate jurisdiction on the other; and after a full and 
fur hearing to decide and determine the same, according to 
equity ; and Congress did thereby pledge their faith to execute 
and support iheir decisions and determinations in the 
premises; and did thereby also unanimously resolve that it 
was the duty of the people of the district aforesaid to abstain 
in the meantime from exerciang any power over any of the 
inhabitants of the said district, who profess themselves to be 
citizens of, or owe allegiance to any, or either of ihe said 
states ; and also that in the mean time the said three states 
ought, in the opinion of Congress, to suspend executing their 
laws over any of the inhabitants of the said district, except 
sudi of them as profess alle^ance to, and confess the jurisdic- 
tion of tibe same, respectively. And further, that Congress 
would consider any violences committed tigainst the tenor, 
true intent and meaning of the said resolution, as a breach of 
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the peace of the Confederacy, which they were determined to 
keep and maintain. And whereas, Coi^ress did thereby 
further unanimously resolve that, in their opinion, no unap- 
propriated lands, or estates, which were, or might be ad- 
judged forfeited or confiscated, lying in the said district, 
ought, until the final decison of Congress in the premises, to 
be granted or sold ; 

"And whereas, those of the people of the said district who 
assume to be a separate and independent State, by the e tilo 
and titlo of the Stato of VoFmont, and to exercise a sepa- 
rate jurisdiction over the said district of country, ind& 
p endont of tho S tates of Now Hgrop e hiro, MoooaohuoottQ 
Bay and Now Yojk, having due notice of the said resolutions 
of Congress, did in general assembly by them assumed to be 
held at Manchester, within the said district, on the 20th day of 
October last, resolve to support their r^t to independence at 
Congress and to the world, in the character of a free and 
independent state, and did then and thopo also in direct con- 
tradiction to the said resolutions of Congress, resolve to make 
grants of all, or any part of the unappropriated lands within 
their jurisdiction, that did should not interfere with any 
former grants. 

" And whereas, altho' the said States of New Hampshire and 
New York, respectively, did before the said first day of Feb- 
ruary last, pass such lams, as aforesaid, and by their agent and 
delegate in Congress have ever since that day boon and, 
declared themselves ready to support their respective r^hts in 
the premises before Congress; and the people of the said dis- 
trict have by their agents refused to submit their claim of 
independence to the decision of Coi^ress ; and in defiance of 
the resolutions aforesaid, have proceeded to grant such lands 
as aforesaid, and others by them deemed confiscated, and in 
divers instances exercised civil and military authority over 
the persons and estates of certain inhabitants within the s^ 

10970-10 29 
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district who profess themseives to be citizens of, and to owe 
allegiance to the said State of New York. 

" And whereas Congress for these and other reasons, con- 
vinced of the necessity of bringing the said controversy con- 
cerning the premises to a full and fair hearing, examinatioa, 
decision and determination, from which they have hitherto 
been prevented, for want of the actual representation in Con- 
gress of a sufficient number of states not interested in the 
said controversy, did, on the 17th instant, order that the 
President write to the executives of the states of Delaware 
and Maryland (being the two states now actually unrepre- 
sented in Congress) to send forward immediately, and to keep 
up a representation in Congress, as matters of the highest 
importance are now before them. On tb e- eonoidoiotion of 
all and oingulo? tho pfomJ see? 

"Resolved, T'/iere/bre, That the people inhabiting within the 
said district of country have in the aforesaid acts and trans- 
actions been, and by the perpetration of simile acts and 
transactions, or any others, contrary to the tenor, true intent 
and meaning of the above in part recited resolutions of Con- 
gress, will be guilty of a breach of the peace of the Confed- 
eracy of the United States of North America. 

"Resolved, That these United States are bomid to protect 
every of the s^d states in the full enjoyment of their rights 
taxd property against every usurpation or invasion whatso- 
ever. 

"Resolved, That in any future determination of the contro- 
versy in the premises by Congress concerning the property 
of soil within the said district by any other persons in the 
mode prescribed by such other parts of the said resolutions 
as are not herein above recited, all grants of land by the as- 
sumed government or authority of the people of the said 
district; and also all grants ef land by the respective govern- 
ments of the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay 
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and New York, posterior to the said resolutions of Congress of 
the 24th day of September last, for any lands within the said 
district and prior to such determination as aforesaid, ought 
to be deemed, esteemed, taken and adjudged to be absolutely 
null and void. 

"Resolved, That Congress will as soon as a sufficient number 
of these United States uninterested in the said controversy, 
to be determined by Congress, shall be actually represented, 
take up the same as the order of the day, and will proceed 
without delay to hear, examine and finally decide and de- 
termine the same, and will, pursuant to their said former 
resolutions, execute and support such their decision and 
determination." ' 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. [Samuel] Holten, that the same be postponed. 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
were required by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 

Pennaylvama, 



New Hampshire, 

Mr. Folsom, 
JUasaaehusetts Bay, 
Mr. LoveU, 
Holten, 
Mode Island, 
Mr. Elleiy, 
Oonnedieiit, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Ellsworth, 
Nem York, 
Mr. Scott, 

Ldvingston, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

"Thew rcflohitionB kikI the preamble, in the writing of Tohn Main Scott, axe In 
tbe Paptn of lU Conimeatal Congreu, No. 40, 1, folio 333. 



ay }ay 



%v 



ay} ay 



ayl 



Mr. Muhlenberg, 
Yirgima, 
Mr. Jones, 
Henry, 
Walker, 
North Carolina; 
Mr. Burke, 
Jones, 
Souih Carolina, 
Mr. Kinloch 
Oeorgia, 
Mr. TeUair, 



ay} ay 



ayl 

ay J 



ayjuy 



.y)< 
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A motion was then made by Mr. [Thomaa] Biirke, seconded 
by Mr. Apien] Jones, in the words following, viz. " That the 
lands contained within the limits of the United States are, 
and of right ought to be under the jurisdiction of some one 
or other of the thirteen United States, and of no other power, 
and are and of right ought to be under the fcederal protection 
of the United States; and that the United States in Congress 
assembled are bound to employ the common forces and com- 
mon powers in support of the jiuisdiction of any of the said 
states, whenever the same shall be invaded or inMnged." ' 

It was moved by Mr. [John] Fell, seconded by Mr. [V^lliam 
Churchill] Houston, to refer the above motion to a committee 
of three. 

And on the question for reforing, the yeas and nays were 
required by Mr. [William] Ellery, 
Mtataehusetts Bay, 

Mr. LoTell, 

Holten, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Elleiy, 
Conneetieut, 

Mr. Huntington, 
Ellaworth, 
Nod York, 

Mr. Scott, 

Livingaton, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. FeU, 
Houston, 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The members chosen, Mr. [^lUam Churchill] Houston. 
Mr. [James] Henry and Mr. [Thomaa] Burke. 

Mr. [John Morin] Scott, a del^ate &om the State of New 
York, laid before Congress an affidavit of Jonathan Hunt, of 

' Tbia motion, in the writing of Thomia Burke, ia in the Paper* of Iht QmtmaUai 
Congrm, No. 36, 1, folio 79a. 



no } no 



ayi 

ay I 



ayi 
ay J 



Pennaylvanaa, 

Mr. Muhlenberg, 
Virginia, 
Mr. Jones, 
Heniy, 
Walker, 
Nor& Carolina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Jones, 
South Carolina, 
Mr. Kinloch, 
Oeor^, 
Mr.Telfur, 



ay) ay 

ay I 
ay lay 
ay J 



ay) ay 
ay}* 
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HinfldaJe, purporting " that he had been credibly informed 
and verily believes that the assumed government of the New 
Hampshire Grants, called Vermont, intends immediately 
after the first of June next to put their laws in ^ecution over 
the persons and estates of the inhabitants of the said grants, 
and to ^Eact from them an oath of allegiance to their pre- 
tended State", &c; Whereupon,' 

Ordered, That the affidavit, tf^ther with the copy of a 
letter to his Excellency Governor Clinton, dated Brattles- 
boroi^h, 2d May, 1780, and mgned "By order of the com- 
mittee from eleven towns, Samuel Minott, chairman," be 
referred to the above conmiittee, and that they make report 
to morrow. 

On the question for referring the above papers, the yeaa 
and nays were required by Mr. [M^lliam] Ellery, 



MuaachuMttsBay, 




Pennsylvania, 




Mr.Loyell, 


no 1 
no)"" 


Mr. MuUenberg, 


«y 


Holten, 


Vir^ma, 




BUdelBtmd, 




Mr.Hemy, 


«y 


Mr. E]lei7, 


no ) no 


Walker, 


ay 


OmfMcftffuf, 




North CdroKna, 




Mr. Huntington, 


'^Uv 


Mr. Burke, 


ay 


Ellsworth, 


«y)'^ 


A. Jonea, 


ay 


JVeir York, 




Sou& Carolina, 




Mr. Scott, 


«7 1 


Mr. Einloch, 


ay 


LiringBton, 


.j.)«y 


Qeorgw, 




iVeaj Jersey, 




Mr. TeUair, 


ay 


Mr. Fell, 


Zh 






Houston, 







So it passed in the affirmative. 

The Committee of Foreign Affairs delivCTed in a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■Hub affidavit kin the Pap«r) 4^ tA« Coidinenlal Ccngra», No. 40, 1, folio 337. 
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WEDNESDAY. MAY 34. 1780 

A memorial from David Henley in behalf of Otis and 
Henley was read:* 

Ordered, That the same be ref^red to the Board of War. 

A lett^, of the 21st, from Mr. P[lulip] Schuyler, was 
read:" 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the report 
of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, relative to Samuel W. 
Stockton, lately S oorotaiy to employed by the honourable 
W"*. Lee, Esq. late commissions of the United States, at the 
Courts of Vienna and Berlin, brought in a report, which was 
taken into conmderation; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Samuel W. Stockton be allowed 
a salary, at the rate of Sve three hundred pounds sterling 
per annum, while he BOFvod no S oofotmy to was employed 
by the said William Lee o te o feat ho bo ijlowod hie roo s on 
able e xponso s in travelling fgom Boeton to Philadelphia : 

That he be debited with the monies which he haa received 
from the said William Lee; and that the whole of the papers 
be referred to the auditor general, in order that the account 
of tho soid S oaamol S tookton may be liquidated, agreeably 
to the principles aforesaid.' 

On the question to agree to the forgoing resolution, the 
yeas and nays were required by Mr. [John] Fell, 



New Eampahire, 




Mode liUmd, 




Mr. Folsom, 


»y) »y 


Mr. Elleiy, 


ay 


Haaiachuietts, 




ammcAaU, 




Mr. LoTeU, 


zw 


Mr. Huntington, 


«T 


Holten, 


Ellsworth, 


»y 



jay 

' This memorial, dated Ma; 22, 1780, is in the Papen of S\t Ctmtinental Ccmgrtti, 
No. 41, IV, folio 115; the letter traiuimittiiig it ia in No. 78, XII, folio 29. 
'This letter is in the Paperi 0/ the CarOmad^ Congrtt, No. 1&3, III, folio 523. 
*ThiB report ia in the Papen o/Om Contmenlai Congru*, No. 13G, IV, Ii^io 311. 
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Nm rart, 






Tvrg«m, 


Mr. Duane, 


ay 




Mr. Griffln, 


Scott, 


ay 


ay 


Henry, 


Livingston, 


ay 




J. Jones, 


New Jersey, 






Walker, 


Mr. FeU, 


no 


diT 


North Carolina, 


Houston, 


ay 


Mr. Burke 


Pennsyhania, 






A. Jones, 


Mr. Senrla, 


ay 




SouA Oarotina, 


MuWenborg, 


•y 


•y 


Mr. Kinloch, 
Georffia, 
Mr. Walton, 
Telfair, 



ay 
ay 
ay 

ay 



ay} ay 



So it passed in the affirmative. 

The committee appointed to confer with the joint com- 
mittees of the supreme executive council, and the general 
assembly of the Commonwealth of Pensylvania, on the 
subjects mentioned in the extract from the minutes of the 
said general assembly, of the 20th instant, delivered in a 
report, which was read; Whereupon, 

The Committee appointed to confer with the joint Oommitteee of 
the Supreme Executive Council, and the General assembly of the 
Oonunonweath of Pennsylvania on the subjects mentioned in the 
extract from the minutes of the said General assembty of the 20^ 
Instant, beg leave to Report the substance of the conference as follows. 

The joint Oommitteee of the Council and assembly stated to your 
Committee 

That since the opening of the Continental Loan offices upwards of 
twenty millions of Dollars have been deposited in that established in 
the Commonwealth of FennsylTania, more than sixteen millions of 
which have been lent by the Inhabitants of the said Commonwealth. 

That the pnncipal of many of the said certificates taken out early 
is now become due and payable, according to the terms of the Loan, 
and the Holders of them are at a total uncertainty, what interest they 
shall receive if they continue the principal in the funds, or what value 
th^ are to be paid for the money deposited and now become due. 

That great uneasiness prevail among the people from the con- 
sidention that they have no means of ascertaining the value of 
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their Lo&n office certificates in general, Congrees not having fixed any 
rule by which it can be determined, aa they haTe in the case of the 
Bills of credit. 

That designing persons take advantage of these circumstances to 
obtain the said certificates from the ignorant and credulous at an enor^ 
mous discount, and persons disaffected to the cause of America avail 
themselves of this occasion to alienate the minds of the people by 
false and injurious suggestions, that Congress mean to deprive theon 
of their property by refusing payment, even of the equitable value 
of the monies they have deposited. 

That the ascertainment of the terms on which the principal and 
Interest of the said Certificates are to be paid, will not only conciliate 
the minds of the people who have a right to expect such satisfaction, 
but will give effectual encouragement to further Loans, which may 
at this time greatly promote the public Service. 

That the present uncertainty and fears of the people create a greater 
circulation of the said certificates, than would otherwise take place, 
many wishing to transfer them in order to avoid a dreaded loss, and 
others purchasing them at an unjust gainful discount on mere prin- 
ciples of speculation. 

With respect to the notes given by the purchasers in the Depart- 
ments of the Quarter Master and Commissary General they observe. 

That the debta in general have been long due, and the creditours 
have already suffered greatly by delay of payment, and the depreciar 
tion of the currency. 

That it is not only just that payment should be made, hut if it be 
not made many persons will be unable to discharge their public 
Taxes, and those who are able, but unwilling, take advantage of so 
plausible a Justification, and create unsurmountable difficulties in the 
collection. 

That if the said notes cannot be paid in the usual course by issues 
from the Continental Treasuiy, could th^ be received in the pay- 
ment of Taxes, it would reheve those who must otherwise be unavoid- 
ably distressed; would faciUtate the collection of Taxes, promote 
the public service by giving satisfaction to the people and enable 
Congress or the State to obtain further supplies on credit should the 
same be necessary. 

That the Legislature are willing to provide by law, as far as it is 
possible such checks and restrictions as may provide against imposi- 
tions and prevent the said notes circulating as a currency. 



db,Google 



May, 1780 4B7 

On the whole the joint Committees on behalf of the said Oouncil 
uid assembly earnestly entreat that Congress would pay immediate 
attention to these objects, greatly interesting to the State, as w^ 
as the public service and your Committee submit the propriety of 
appointing a Committee to Report the neoessaiy resolutions for the 
approbation of Congress.* 

On motion of Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, seconded by }Si. 
Pamuel] Holten, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to take 
into considoution the outetanding debts due from the com- 
missary and quarter master general's departments, for 
which certificates have been given of the ballances due, and 
report further means for discharging the same. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [William 
Chiu^hiU] Houston and Mr. [James] Henry. 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
James ^Ison, Esquire, respecting the Sandwich Facket, 
delivered in a report, which was read and taken into con- 
fflderation; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom were Referred the Memorial of James 
Wilson Esq. in behalf of the Commissioners of the Admiralty of the 
United States, respecting the SanS/mcK Facket and the papers accom- 
panying the said Memorial having considered the same beg leave to 
submit the following resolutions. 

Bewlved, That the Memorial of James Wilson Esq. in behalf of the 
Commissioners of the Admiralty of the United States respecting the 
Sandwich Packet, and the papera accompanying the aaid Memorial, be 
tivnsmitted to the Court of Appeals to hear, try, and determine all 
appeals, from the Courts of Admiralty in the states respectively in 
cases of capture, and lodged vnih the Register of ihe aaid eovrt of 
Appeals, 

Resoh^, That the 6*? Article of the Resolutions of Congress 
passed on the 25'!' Day of November 1775, so far as it requires, that 
appeals in Maritime causes shall be lodged with the Secretary of Con- 
gress, be and the same heraby is repealed, and that in future all 

■ lliia report, in the vritiiig of William Chnrcbill Houston, li in the Paptn o/ &i 
GmUnmtal Congntt, No. 20, II, folio 79. 
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8ppeala in maritime causes be lodged with the Register of the said 
Court of Appeals.* 

Resolved, That the stile of the Court of Appeals appointed 
l^ Congress, be, " The Court of Appeals in Cases of Capture." 

Resolved, That the judges and r^;ister of the eaid Court, 
shall respectively take an oath of office before they enter 
upon the duties of the same. 

That the oath of the judges be in the words following, viz. 

" You do Bwear or affirm, di a tyoiiwiU t a ke - no foes ■g if t -o f-g e wa wl 
a4-aB y ' W>e - tiM rt h a tJi to do b e foro ' y e a, ao f-gi yo - eoua s dl - to 'aBy-^te 
\n a mntt in r t hat m a j t f n mh n n j r ti n nn frh inh nhnll h r h rrrngh t h nfTrm 
you fo f ti i iali And th a t yon will ' do right to-cmivy po iiB on a eoo g dii^ 
t o the bo fl tol youF 's lrill a nd judgmuiti — S o - hri p you - Godi [that you 
will well, faithfuUy and impartially execute the office of one of the 
judges of the Court of Appeals in Cases of Capture, according to the 
best of your skill and judgment. So help you Ood.]" 

That the oath of the roister of the said Court shall be in 
the words following: 

" Yon do a wo a F th a t you will troly -a nd faithfully s ofTO in the offioe 
9 t Bogistoj of the Conrt of ftppo a ls in o as e s of oapturo^ and to the 
Bfano Bt of youF oDdoayouF hoop a nd eoosorro the pnpew a nd FoooFds 
which oifehoF now of hoFcoftoF s hall be oonunittod to youF eh>F)y> aa 
BogistoF aa ofoFc sa id - from ■ hmnU ' and damage, nod that yon ■ will no t 
s affoF any of t i bo Domo to bo -p uFloinod embe aa lod of dof a ood, and th a t 
you will do oil thing s olso which belong to the dotic fl of fla id - <rfBeoy 
S o hdp you Gtod. " [You do swear or affirm, that you will well and 
faithfully execute the office of roister of the Court of Appeals in 
Cases of Capture, according to the best of your skill and judgment. 
So help you God.]" 

That the judges of the said Court shall be qualified in the 
manner aforesaid, before the President of Congress, and c^^ 
tificates thereof lodged in the office of the secretary of Con- 
gress; and that the register shall be qualified before the said 

' This lepwt, in the vriting of Jamea Duane, 10 in the Paper* ojtkt CatObaaOai Con- 
frcM, Ho. 28, folio 3S9. It ia endoned "Recommttted." 
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judges, and certificate thereof lodged in the said Court of 
Appeals. 

Resolved, That appeals from the courts of admiralty in the 
rKipective states, be, as heretofore, drananded within five 
days after definitive sentence; and in future such appeals be 
lodged with the register of the Court of Appeals in cases of 
capture within forty days thereafter, provided the party 
appealing shall give security to prosecute such app^ to 
effect. 

Resolved, That all matters respecting appeals in cases of 
capture, now depending before Congress, or the comnussion- 
ers of appeals, consisting of members of Congress, be referred 
to the newly erected Court of Appeals, to be there adjudged 
and determined according to law; and that all papers touch- 
ing appeals in cases of capture, lodged in the o£Qce of the 
secretary of Congress, be delivered to and lodged with the 
roister of the Court of Appeals. 

Resolved, That the memorial of James Wilson, in behalf 
of the commissionerB of the admiralty of the United States, 
respecting the Sandwich Packet, and the papers accompany- 
ing the said memorial, be transmitted to the said Court of 
Appeals.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of the 16th 
instant, from Governor Livingston, delivered in a report. 
Tbeasdbt Ofeiob May 24 1780 

Whereas the printing of the Tickets or billets of the fourth Claaa 
of the United States Lottery will be attended with great expense, and 
occaaion unnecessary delay — therefore 

Besolred that the Tickets which were issued for the 3^ Class, be 
reissued for the fourth in the mumer following to wit — 

' This r^iMxt, in the writing of William Ellery, is in the Paptn of the Omtmmdd 
Ctm^KH, No.l9,VI,folio&69, the paragraplui in bncketa being in the writing ofJunea 
Dnane; adnft,of kU except the Uatthieeparagraphi, inthewritingof JameeDuane, 
IB in No. 29, toUo 387, indorsed by Thomson: "May 5, 1780, referred to Mr. Duane, 
Mr. Ellery, He. Ueary." 
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the adventurers in the Third Class who desire to renew in the 
Fourth shall present their Tickets to the Managers or their Agents 
on or before a day to be appointed hj the Board of Treasury which 
shall not be sooner than six weeks after the publication of the Prize 
list of the Third Class. 

That every Manager or Agent to whom such Tickets shall be pre- 
sented indorse thereon the words renewed in the fourth Class, for 
value or for payment of Prize of forty dollars (as tiie case may be) 
and subscribe his name; and, registering the number, shall return the 
same to the Holder. 

Where a Prize Ticket exceeds forty dollars the Manager or Agent 
receiving it, shall give a Receipt therefor as has been accustomed and 
therein certify the renewal if required.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow." 

THURSDAY. HAY 35, 1780 

A letter from the Board of Admiralty was read, enclosing 
a letter from Francis Hopkinson:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of 21 May, from Tench Tilghman to L. Fintard, 
Esquire, was laid before Ck)ngress and read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jeunes] Duane, Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth and Mr. [William] EUery. 

A letter, of 11, and one, of IS, from Baron d'Uglaa were 
read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, HAY sG, 1780 

A petition of Thomas Shuker was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

' nUfl report is in the Papen of tiie Continental Congntt, No. IM, IV, Eolio 313. It 
i«iBd<med: "5ayB, S noes; one divided; negatived July 17, 1780." 
> Here Charlea Thomson reeumea the entries. 
* See iMwt October 27. 
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A letter from the Board of Admiralty was read, enclosing 
a letter, of 14 February from Edward Bronvill, respecting 
the recapture of the sloop Fly, and simdry oth»' papers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, lAi. [Cyrus] GriflSn, Mr. [\^^lliam] 
Ellery and Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

A memorial of G. Measam was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boaed of Wab. May S6. 1780 
Present. Col. Pickering M^ Petera Col Grsyaon. 
The Board haTing considered the letter from Oen! Schuyler referred 
to them by Congress, b^ leave to report 

Resolved, That three months pay amounting to one him- 
dred and ten thousand dollars be furnished the quartermastCT 
general to pay the batteau men, who are engaged at Albany 
to serve for the campaign, and that the Treasury Board be 
db'ected to report the means of procuring the money. 

The Board request the favor of Congn»a to appoint a committee 
to confer with them on the memorial of Col. Henley, on behalf of Otia 
and Henley, as these Gentlemen and the Board differ in their ideas 
of the orders issued to them by the Board, for the purchase of cloth- 
ing, and therefore they would wish not to determine the mattOT. 
Indeed it would give great satisfaction to the Board if the Oommittee 
were to report on the business and therefore request Congress to order 

Revived, That the Board of War be, at their request, 
discharged from reporting on the memorial of Cblonel David 
Henley, on behalf of Otis and Henley; and that a committee 
of three be appointed to confer with the said Board on the 
subject, and report to Congress on the matter.' 

■ Thia memorial, dated May 20, 17S0, ia is the Papcn o/Oe CmUnaUal CongrtM, 
No.41, VI, folio 171. 
■IliiB report 1b in the Pdperti^tAc ConMtwntol CimfrM*, No. 147, IV, folio 361. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [James] Searle, Mr. [John] 
Walker and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

At a Boabd of Was May XS. 1780 

Present Col. Pickering M^ Peters Col Qrayson. 

The Board having considered the memorial of Major Euatace 
requestiiig he may be allowed the benefit of the compensation 
granted by Congress on the 10*? April last; beg leave to observe 

That there are great numbers of Officers and soldiers not now in 
service who have suffered with Major Eustace by the depreciation of 
the Continental Bills of credit, and of courae would be aUke entitled 
io a compensation. But by the resolve above referred to, the point 
appears to have been considered and decided, that the benefit shall 
be confined to those, who were then, or should thereafter be in 
Berrice: and Major Eustace having before that day resigned his 
oommission, the Board are of opinion, he cannot consistently be 
relieved, unless Congress should extend the benefit to all who were 
similarly circumstanced. The Board therefore beg leave to report 
the following resolve 

Resolved, That the request contcdned in the memorial of 
John Skey Eustace, late a major in the army of the United 
States, to be allowed the benefits of the resolution of the 
10 of April last, for making good to the army the deficiency 
of their ori^nal pay, occasioned by the depreciation of the 
continental bills of credit, cannot be granted.' 

The committee, to whom was refored the letter of 21st, 
from T. Tilghman, delivered in a report, which being read, 

Resolved, That the mode of carrying into effect the resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 21 of April last, respecting an agent 
or commissary of prisoners, be submitted to the discretion 
of the Commander in Chief.' 

The committee, appointed to take into consideration the 
outstanding debts due &om the conmussary and quarter 
master general's departments, &c.; and 

■ Thia report ie in the Popcn o/ :A« Continental Oon^TCM, No. 147, IV, folio 369. 
1 This report, in the writing ol Junee Duane, is in the Papen of the Cantmenlal 
Coitfrm, No. 1», VI, fgUo 3S. 
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The committee appointed to confer with tile Minist^ of 
France on the subject of supplies; and also 

The committee, to whom was referred the motion, of 
the 23Td, respecting lands within the boimds of the United 
States, delivered in their sevCTal reports. 

Congress took into consideration the report on the out- 
standing debts; and thereupon came to the following 
resolutions: 

Wh^^as it is represented that lai^e arrears are due to the 
inhabitfuits of sundry of these states for provi»ons, forage, 
Euid other articles, furnished by them to the departments of 
the' commissary general of purchases, and quarter master 
general, for the public service, and for which they have 
received notes or certificates, signed by persons appointed 
to purchase the said articles, the payment hereof hath 
been delayed, to the prejudice of many of the holders, and 
[Whoroo e it i a - g eprooontod that - tii e roeoipt of the ooid 
notoo OP ooTtifioftt es- kt di e eba^oof {wblio toaoo would 
gg e o t Jy t e nd to the relief and6on ¥e mane e of the people^ and 
oloo fftoilito i to an eofly fl ottlomont of tho publio nooountB] 
for which money cannot, in the present circumstance, be 
issued from the Treasury: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of 
the respective states wh^^in such notes or certificates have 
been heretofore given, and remain unpaid, to empower the 
collectors of the continental taxes, due to the first of March 
last, to receive in payment thereof such notes or certificates, 
firom the persons in whose names they have been given, oa 
tiie following conditions: 

That the persons paying in the said notes or certificates, 
endorse the same to the collectors, who may receive them, 
and also take an oath or affirmation before a magistrate, 
tiiat they have been obtained for the value and the articles 

< Ttom tttie point the entries aie made by Oecoge Bond, of the Seoetuy's OfGce. 
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therein expressed, delivered for the use of the United States, 
and for which no payment hath been made; which oath or 
affirmation shall be endorsed on each note or certificate: 

That in cases where the notes or certificates held by any 
person, shall exceed the amount of the taxes due irova such 
p^Bon, at the time they are paid in, the surplus be credited 
by the State to such person, and allowed in future tt^es, 
under such checks and aecuritiee as the respective le^la- 
tures may think best suited to their di£f^«nt modes of 
collection; taid that such surplus bear an interest of six per 
cent, till thus discounted. 

On passing the foregoing paragraph, the yeas and nays 
were required by Mr. [WiUiam] Ellery, 

Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Searle, 



JV<eu> HaimpsMre, 

Mr. Folsom, 
MufoehusetU May, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Holtffli, 
RKode lakmd, 
Mr. EUery, 
Cannedieui, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Ellsworth, 
Nea York, 
Mr. Duane, 
Scott, 
Livingston, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 
Clark, 



ayl ay 



no} no 



ayi 
ay J 



Muhlenberg, 
Vir^nia, 
Mr. Henry, 
Jones, 
Walker, 
North Oarolina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Jones, 
Soti^ Ckirdlina, 
Mr. Kinloch, 
Oe<)rgia, 
Mr. Telfair, 



ay 
ay 
ay 

ay] 
ay J 



ay) ay 
ay}* 



So it passed in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the said notes or certificates, so endorsed and 
received by the collectors as aforesaid, being by the treasurer 
of such State delivered to the principals of the respective 
departments, from whom payment is due, or their agents in 
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the city of Philadelphia, and the receipts of the said principala 
or agents, making the principals accountable for the amount 
of the notes or certificates paid in as aforesaid, being lodged 
with the Board of Treasmy of the United States; the respec- 
tive states shall thereupon have credit for the same on th^ 
quotas of taxes due to the first of March last ; and if the amoimt 
shall, in any case, exceed the said quotas, the balances shall 
be paid to the respective states to whom they may be due: 

Provided that nothing contained in the foregoing resolu- 
tions shall be construed to exonerate any State from the 
pa}rment of orders already drawn, or to afiect the requisition 
of Congress of the 19th day of the present month.' 

On the question to agree to the foregoing resolution, 
^Ecludve of the proviso, the yeas and nays were required 
by Mr. [William] EUery, 



New Hampshire, 

Mr. Fobom, 
Massachusetts Bay, 
Mr. LoTell, 
Holten, 
Rhode I8la^^d, 
Mr. Ellety, 
OonnecHcut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Ellsworth, 
New York, 
Mr. Duane, 
Scott, 
tivingston. 



Nev} Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 
aark, 
Petmaylvania, 
Mr. Searle, 

Muhlenbei^, 
Virffiivia, 
Mr. Henry, 
Jones, 
Walker, 
North Oarolviui, 
Mr. Burke, 
Jones, 
SouOi Oardlina, 
Mr. Kinloch, 

So it passed in the afiSrmative.' 



ay} ay 



ay I 
ay J 



no} no 



ay) 
ay J 



ay 



ay 

ay 

ay 

ayi 
ay J 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay) 
ay J 



ay} ay 



' This report, in the writing o( William ChnichiU Houston, except the last paragraph 
which ia in the writing of OUver Ellsworth, is in the Papen o/tht ContmaUal CongrtM, 
No. 29, folio 14S. It ma transcribed in the Committee Book, 1760, Froceedinga of the 
Gonunittee appcnnted on the IS"* of April, 1780, folio 4. 

■ Here Charlea Thomson renunes the mtriee. 
10B7O-10 80 
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A vote was then taken on the providing clause, and passed 
in the affirmative. After which the whole paraed without 
a division. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MAY 37, 1780 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resignation of Enogn John M'Guire, of 
the 3d Maryland regiment, be accepted.' 

Whereas it appears to Congress, by a representation from 
the Commercial Committee, that thb*teen invoices of goods 
have been shiped in the years 1777 and 1778, from Bilboa, 
by Messrs. Gaixloqui and sons, by order of Arthur Lee, Esq. 
in the following vessels, viz. the Lydia, Captain Andrews, 
Alexander, Captun Williamson, Charlotte, Captain Sinclair, 
Success, Captain Gerrish, Neptune, Captain Lee, Tabby, 
Captain Hodges, John, Captain Woodberry, Wennesly Deal, 
Captain Vickory, Nancy, Capt^n IngerBol, George, Captfun 
Enight, Lively, Captab Dupee, Kawfc, Captain Smith, and 
Scorpion, Captain I vis: 

And whereas the said goods were expressed by the invoices 
to be on account of Elbridge Gerry, Esq. and such part 
thereof as arrived safe has been received by James Warren, 
Esq. the pubUc c^nt, to whom they were addressed : 

Resolved, That the s^d Elbridge Geny, Esq. be indemni- 
fied by the United States from any cost or charges that have 
been or shall be made against him on account of the goods 
so shipped, and that any claims relative thereto be exhibited 
to the Commercial Committee of Congress. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to confer with t^e honorable the Minister 
of France; and th«%upon, 

> niH report is in the Papm q/' (At Gim(fo<»<aJ (i^on^nM, No. 147, IT, folio 366. 
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The Conunittee appointed to confer with the Minister of France on 
the subject of supplies and other matters mentioned in their appoint- 
ment humbl7 Keport. 

That in their first conference with the Minister he mentioned his 
solicitude to procure the neceesajy provisions for the fleet and army 
of his Most Christian Majesty That he wished to render every step 
that he should take on this subject conformable to the designs of Con- 
greaa, and conducive to the support of the combined forces. That he 
would therefore lay before the Com. the measures that he had already 
entered into and was desirous to agree upon any plan for our mutual 
benefit which we should think it proper to adopt. 

That previous to our appointment the moments being precious 
he had de^atched an agent to consult the Commander in C^ef and 
Genl. Greene on the subject of supplies, and would inform us of their 
sentiments at his return. 

That leet his purchases might interfere with those which the States 
should make on account of the Continent he had thought it most ad- 
viseable to let the whole business paas through their hands, and had 
accordingly written to Gov. Trumbull for a limited supply of beef pork 
and mutton leaving it to his option either to be paid in bills upon 
France, Specie, or Continental bills of credit. 

The Conmiittee have stated this information that Congrees may if 
they should find it necessary give them their directions before they 
digest any plan with the Minister of France on the return of his agent. 

The Committee conceive the establishment of Posts and expresses 
who shall bring the earliest intell^nce of the arrival of the fieet of 
our ally and the motions of the Enemy as so necessary to the right 
application of our force that they submit the following Resolution. 

Betolved, that the Committee of Intelligence be directed to establish 
regular Posts to and from the different parts of the Sea coasts of this 
Continent from Charlestown to Boston in such manner 
pa rtp iait. as will most effectually procure information of the ap- 

proach of the fieet of our ally, and the movements of 
the enemy in consequence thereof. 

The Committee are further of opinion from the representations of 
the numster of Franca that every means should be used to add to the 
strength of the fleet of our Ally on their arrival, particularly by com- 
pleting the Ship America, since it is highly probable that the naval 
force which the enemy may send to this Coast in order to frustrate the 
friendly endeavors of our ally in our behalf will be adapted to that 
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of France without taking into the calculation any additions which 
it may recdive here. Thej tho^fore submit the following resolutions. 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty be directed to fit 
for sea, with the utmost expedition, the several Bhi|» of war 
and frigates now in port: 

That it be earnestly lecommended to the respective states, 
within whose ports any of the said ships or frigates may be, 
to afford every assistance to the Board of Admiralty, on 
their application for artificers, labouro^s and materials for 
preparing the same for sea, and for compleating their comple- 
ment of men. 

Resolved, That Congress will defray every necessary ex- 
pence which any State shall incur in consequence of the 
above resolution. 

RexUved that the Board of Admiralty be empowered if they shall 
think it adviseable to dispose of the Saratoga and to apply the pro- 
ceeds thereof to complete the Amerxea or any of the iSr^ates which 
may by that means be shortly fitted for Sea. 

And whereas it is proper to nuike provision for rep^ring 
(oo fo i f n a -ottj-o i reumetanoe s will admit) ' any dai 
which the fleets of our allies may sustfun » 
thcii ' M ' l ' ivul by storms or otherwise: 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty be directed to cause 
as many masts, yards and spars as they shall deem necessary 

to bo ppeparod and laid up for u s o ia s ome porto to tho 
onotvnrd of Ponnsylvania to be procured: 

That the Board of Admiralty be also directed to settle 
^nals with the commanding officer of any ship or ships of 
our ally, which may now or shall hereafter be, upon the coasts 
of the United States. And, 

For the promoting of harmony and forwarding the common 
views of lYance and America: 
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It was farther agreed between the MiiUBter of France and your 
Conunittee that they should suggest to Congress the propriety of 
adopting measures to prevent deeertion from the fleet and army of 
our aUies. In which view they humbly submit the foUowing Resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That it be reconnnended to the legislatures of 
these United States to pass laws for the punishment of such 
persons as shall encourage desertions from the fleets or armies 
of any foreign power who shall prosecute the war in America 
in conjunction with these United States, and for recovering 
such deserters as shall endeavour to conceal themselves 
among the inhabitants.' 

Ordered, That so much of the report as r^tes to the dis- 
posal of the Saratoga be referred to the Board of AdminJty, 
and that the remainder be postponed. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read, wherran 
they propose, 

BoASD OF ADUi&ALTr May £&* 1780. 

The Board b^ leave to Bepresent to Congress, that the hull of the 
seventy four gun ship now building at Portsmouth in New Hamp- 
shire might if money could be procured for that purpose, be com- 
pletely finished the ensuing summer and in that case, if the expected 
fleet of our ally could furnish out the stores neceesary for her equip- 
ment, she might cooperate with the said Fleet, and give it a decided 
superiority over the Enemy. 

The Board would further repreeoit that they have the beet reason 
to believe, that it is the eameet wish of the Honble the Minister of 
France, that the huU of the said ship mi^t be finished and such 
. materials collected for her as may be in the power of the Board to 
procure, and also that our frigates may be prepared for sea with all 
possible expedition. 

In order to accomplish these important objects, the Board beg leave 
to propose the following resolution. 

' This report, in tbe writingof Robert R. Livingston, {a in the i'aptna/I&t OonHnen- 
tal Congrett, No. 25, I, folio 197. It vw tranacribed in port in the Papen of Vk 
Ccmtinenlal Congrat, Committee Book, 17SD, Fioceedings of the Oraunlttee ftppcanted 
the 13th of April, 1780. 
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That the Board of Admiralty be authorised to receive 
three hundred bedheads of the eugar and thirty hogaheada 
of the rum remaining in the hands of John Bradford, Esquire, 
continental agent in Boston, and to dispose of the same in 
such manner as they stiall judge proper for compleating the 
hull of the 74 gun ship building at Portsmouth in New 
Hami»hire, and coUecti^ such materials for her equipment 
as can be procured, and also for finishing and equipping 
the Bourbon, and fitting the other frigates for sea with all 
possible dispatch.* 
The same being read, and for some time debated, 
A motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke, to postpone the farth^ consideration 
thereof, and on the question for postponing, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery, 



New Hampshire, 




Pennsylvania, 




Mr. Folflom, 


no) no 


Mr. Searie, 


no} no 


Masaachusetta Say, 




Virginia, 




Mr. Lovell, 


:n- 


Mr. Jones, 


sy 


Holten, 


Madison, 


DO ay 


SAotfe Ishmd. 




Walker, 


ay 


Mr. EUeiy, 


no} no 






Ckmieetietd, 




Mr. BuriEe, 


%U 


Mr. Huntington, 


i;}^- 


Jonea, 


Ellsworth, 


SmUk Oardina, 




Nao Tori, 




Mr.Kinloch, 


>y)«7 


Ur. Duane, 


%h^ 


Georgia, 




Scott, 


Mr. Telfair, 


•y)' 



So it was resolved in the afBrmative. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [Na- 
thaniel] Folsom, 

R^olved, That 300 hogsheads of the sugars in the hands of 
John Bradford, continental agent at Boston, be by him con- 
verted into money, and the same transmitted to the conti- 

' lliis report b in tha Pap<n o/ (J^ ContHwnloZ CWkm, No. S7, Iblio !M7. 
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nental treasury, without loss of time; notwithstanding any 
former resolution of Congress to the contrary. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MAY 39, 1780 

A letter, of 8, from President Weare, of the State of New 
Hampslure, was read, inclosing an act passed by the legisla- 
ture of that State, pumuant to the resolutions and recom- 
mendations of IS March last: 

The delegates of Massachusetts Bay l^d before Congress 
an act of the legislature of that State, In pursuance of the Sfud 
resolutions of IS March. 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, and one of 27, from the Board of War, 
were read, with sundry papers:* 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on sundry papers, respecting the inhabitants of the 
New Hampshire grants, and having made some progress, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned tUl to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, HAY 30, 1780 

Mr. [John] Armstrong, a delegate for Pensylvania, at- 
tended and took his seat in Congress. 

A memorial of John M'AUister was read, enclosing a copy 
of the record of his trial and acquittal by the verdict of a 
juiy, upon an indictment for the frauds mentioned in the 
resolution of Congress of the 22 June, 1779.' 

■llie letter of Hay 29 !■ in the Pa]wr((>^(A< CEmltn«n&iI CbtvKW, No. 148, 1, foHo QB. 
■Tbie memorial, dated "Uxj 30, 1780, ia in (he Papm <^ th» Oimlutmtal Cbnpiw, 
No. 41, VI, (olio 170. 
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A memorial from the officers of the 5tb New York raiment 
was read; Whereupon/ 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bm'ke, seconded by Mr. 
[Allen f] Jones, 

Resolved, That it is not expedient at present to make any 
partial reduction in the anny of the United States." 

Ordered, That the committee, to whom was referred the 
report of the committee sent to headquarters, be discharged 
from reporting on so much thereof as relates to the reduction 
of any part of the army. 

A letter, of 29, from W. Govett, R. Smith, W. Geddes, John 
D. Mercier, commissioners of the chambers of accounts, was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed.' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. J[osepb] 
Jones and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd or Wab, May SO. 1780 

Present Col Pickering M' Peters Col GrftTson 

The Board having considered the letter of 12*^ inst: from Col? 
Bailey, Commandant of the fourth Massachusetts Brigade, requesting 
to be appointed a Brigadier, beg leave, for the information of Con- 
gress to obeerre, that there are already two Major and three Brigadier 
GteneralB belonging to Massachusetts Bay. That the infantry of that 
State are greatly reduced in numbers, the whole four brigades, into 
which they are now divided, unounting in rank and file but to two 
thousand four hundred and sixty two, exclusive of Col? Jackson's 
additional R^;iment cA Three hundred and six rank and file. And 
tiiat the Brigade Commanded by Col? Bail^, consists but of three 
Regiments and contains no more than five hundred and fifty five 
rank and file. Upon considering these facts and the certainty that 
the infantry of Massachusetts Bay will not exceed the numbers reijui- 

' This m«moiuI, dated May 26, 1780, is In the Papen qfiht CottHnrntal Oonffnat, Nd. 
41, VII, foUo 276. 

' Thu raeolutltm wu tmuciibed in the Paper* q^tAe Oontuuntal Gongren, Gcxnmittea 
Book, 1780, Proceedingt of the Conmiittee i^pointed the 13th of April, 1780, folio 6. 

■This letter is in tlieP(ip«n<{^<h* Conixnttaai Cmtrat, No. 68, foUo SOS. 
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site to form ttu'ee Brigades, the Board are of opinioQ that it ia not 
expedient to appoint snothOT Brigadira of that State, And therefore 
Report 

Resolved, That Colonel John Biuley be informed, that, from 
a consideration of all circumstances, Congress do not judge 
it expedient at present to appoint another brigadier from the 
line of the troops of Massachusetts Bay.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, HAY 31. 1780 

A letter of 27th, from G«k«^ Washii^ton, and one, of 
28, from the committee at head quarters, were read : ' 

Ordered, That the letter from Genend Washington be 
referred to a committee of tiiree: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] EllsworUi, Mr. [John] 
Armsfxong and Mr. [James] Duane. 

Ordered, That the committee be instructed to confer on 
the subject of the letter with a committee of the general 
assembly and supreme executive council of Fensylvania. 

The delegates from New York laid before Congress a let- 
ter, of 25, from Governor Clinton to General Schuyler, with 
sundry papers enclosed, which were read : ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial of Major C. Holmer was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

■This report ifl in the Papenq^tA« Ctmimmtal Om^ivM, No. 147, IV, folio S7S. 

> Wadungton'a letter is in the Faptn of tJie Continmtal Congrat, No. 152, Villi 
folio 679. It is printed in the Wntingi of WaAmgton (Ford), Till, 288. The leCt« 
bom the Conunittee at Headqnuten is in No. 39, 1, folio 36. It waa tranacribed la 
the Committee Book, 1780, FroceediDgB of the Conunittee appointed the 13th of April, 
1780, folio 26. 

• ThiB letter ia in the Paper* oflJu Contineniat Congnu, No. 67, II, folio 264. 

* This memorial, undated, ia ia the Faperi of iJtt Oontmeniat Congnu, No. 41, IT, 
folio 111. 
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Ordered, That, on the application of Mr. [Mbridge] Geny, 
Mr. [Samuel] Holten and Mr. [James] Lovell, delegates for 
the State of Maasacbusetto Bay, a warrant issue on the treas- 
urer, in their favour, fra e^teen hundred dollars; for which 
the said State is to be accoimtable : ' 

That, on the application of James Wilkinson, eloathier 
general, approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on 
Joseph Borden, commissiooer of the continental loan office 
for tie State of New Jersey, in his favour, for fifty four thou- 
sand dollars, for the use of the hide department, and for 
which the said James Wilkinson is to be accoimtable : 

That a warrant issue on Gerard Bancker, treasurer of the 
State of New York, in favour of Charles Pettit, assistant 
quarter master general, on account of Nathaniel Greene, 
quarter master general, for one himdred and ten tJiousand 
dollare (part of the monies raised in the said State for the use 
of the United Stat^), for the purpose of paying three months' 
pay to the batteau men who are engaged at Albany, to serve 
for the campaign; and for which the said Nathaniel Greene 
is to be accountable.' 

Treasury Office, May 30, 1780. 
The Board of Treasury Report, 

That the resolution of the 19th Instant relative to drawing Bills 
of Exchange does not direct or empower the Treasury Board to draw 
the said hills on Doctor Franklin or M' Jay by any official Title or 
description, nor to direct them so as that they may be presented to 
their successors in office. The Board presuming the Intention of 
Congress to be that the draughts should be, Eventually, on the re- 
spective Ministers for the time being, submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be empowered 
to address ihe bills of exchange, directed to be drawn by 
the resolution of the 19th of ihe present month, to the 
persons on whom they are directed to be drawn, respec- 

' This report u m the Papat of the CoiUineni4ii Cangreu, No. 136, IV, fdio 319. 
> ThiB report is in the Papen o/ At ConUamtal Omgren, No. 136, IV, folio 316. 
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tively, or to the ministers at the respective Courta of Ver- 
8^68 and Madrid. 

The Board further report, 

That no resolution of Congreea appears to them to have directed 
advice, relative to those particular Bills, to be given — , and submit 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign Afiairs be 
directed to transmit letters of advice to the honourable 
Benjamin Franklin, and the honourable John Jay, respect- 
ing the bills directed to be drawn on them by the resolution 
of the 19th of the present month.' 

The Committee of Foreiga Affurs, having brought in a 
report, the same was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

May 23d, 1780. 

The Conmiittee of Foreign Affairs b^ leave to report, 

That they have considered tiiat Part of the Letter, of the 4th 
March last, from the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of the United States 
at the Court of Versailles which relates to the three Frizes taken by 
the Squadron lately commanded by Capt. J. F. Jones, sent into the 
Fort of Bergen in Norway, and there, by an order of the Court of 
Denmark at the instance of the British Minister, seized and returned: 
— that they have also considered the Copy of a Memorial which the 
Btid Minister Plenipotentiaiy of these states hath addressed to the 
Banish Court reclaiming the said Prizes, or their value: — and there- 
upon submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Congress fully approve the conduct of 
their minister at the Court of Versailles in reclaiming the 
prizes which were taken by the squadron lately commanded 
by Captain John Paul Jones, uid sent into the port of 
Bei^n, in Norway; and there, by an order of the Court 
of Denmark, at the instance of the British minister, seized 
and retiuned. 

' nteae rMoIuUcms were also entered in the manuscript Secret lonnul, Foreign 
Alhin. The report u in the Paper* of the ContmttUai Congre»$, No. 136,17, folio 317. 
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That the said miniBter be instructed to pursue such 
fiirther measures for the recovery of the said priz^, or satis- 
faction for their detention, aa he may judge most conform- 
able to the views of Congress, who are determined &ee^ to 
oontond f op assert the i^ts of a sovereign, independent 
nation, though It i s thoif wiaih to do it in such mnnnof o bj 
if po se iblo^ to - o iy o i d pTin g iunbrn g o t e^ other PoffOF B? 
N. B. The Committee wUJt to inform D' FrankUn That Congreas 
entertain a favorable opinion of M de Chezault his 
Aftnrtd. most Christian Majesty's Consul at the Fort of Bergen 

for his attention to the Interests of the Citizens of these 
States manifested on this occasion 
The Committee further Report. 

Resolved, That the establishment of the salaries of the 
honourable John Adams, and his secretary Mr. Dana, be 
transmitted to the minister plenipotentiary of tiiese states 
at the Court of Versailles, and that he be directed to pay 
their drafts to the amount of their respective salaries, till 
Congress shall take further order for that purpose.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JUNE i, 1780 

Mr. Benjamin Huntington, a del^ate for Connecticut, at- 
tended and took his seat in Congress. 

Mr. T[imothy] Matlack, a delegate for Pensylvania, 
attended, when the credentials of the del^ates of that State 
were read, as follows: 

His Excellency the FreddMit and Council of the State of 

[sbal] PennsylTania To all to whom these presents shall come 
send Oreeting 

Whereas the General Assembly of Representativee of the Freemen 
of tha Commonwealth of Fennsylvania have elected Jaied Ingetsoll 

■ lUs tepait. In the writing oi Willum Chuzchill Hoiuton, ie in the Paptn of tht 
Coni^aenUi Ctmgrtu, No. 26, 1, folio 307. llie lenlutiona wereftlw entered in the 
nuanMript Secret Jonnud, Foreign AfEain. 
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and Timothy Matlack Esquires in addition to John AnnstroDg, James 
Searle, James McClean and Frederick A. Muhlenbui^h Esquires to 
represent the said State in Congress and hath made the same known 
to us : These are therefore to certify, that the said Jared Ingersoll and 
Timothy Matlack Esquires are added to the said John Armstrong, 
James Searte, James McClean and Frederick A. Muhlenbui^h Esquires 
to represent the Freemen of the State of FennsylTania in 1^ Congress 
of the United States of America. 

GKren under the Hand of His EzceUency Joseph Reed Esquire, 
President and the Seal of the State at Philadelphia this first 
day of June A. D. 1780. 

Jos: RsED 

President 
Attest 

T. Matlaok 

5ecy* 

A petition of George Dentzle was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The delegates for South Carolina laid before Congrees a 
letter, of 30 April, to them from Governor Rutledge, which 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Kinloch, Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke and Mr. [James] Madison. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for comr 
misdoners of the chambers of accounts: 

Mr. Joseph BuUock, by Mi-. [James] Searle; 

Mr. Jonathan BurnUl and Mr. John Nicholson, by Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the appUcation of Charles Thomson, 
secretary, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for 
twenty thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

* The original ia in the Papen qfAe CcMtmental Oongnu, Feniuylvaida, Crtdmtiala 
HfDtUgaU: 
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That on the application of Charles Lee, secretary to the 
Board of Treasury, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his 
favour, for ten thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of Messrs. [George] Walton, 
[Edward] Telfwr and [WUxam] Few, delegates for the State 
of Georgia, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in their favour, 
for thirty thousand dollars; for which the said State is to be 
accountable.' 

A memorial of Gabriel Ogden was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War on the letter, of 27 May, 
from Governor CUnton, and the letter, of 28 May, from 
President Weare, was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a post be established at Sboheken, in the 
coimty of Ulster, in the State of New York, and maintained 
at the expence of the United States. 

That the said garrison be under the particular direction 
and superintendance of his excellency Governor CUnton, 
subject however to the orders of the Commander in Chief of 
the continental army. 

That if the number of troops necessary to garrison this 
post cannot be conveniently spared out of those aJready voted 
by Congress, for the defence of the frontiers of the State of 
New York, Congress approve the employing from time to 
time, at the expence of the United States, such number of 
militia as may be stifficient for that piurpose; so as that the 
whole employed in this service do not exceed one hundred 
and fifty men, with a proper proportion of officers. 

Resolved, ThsA. the president and council of the State of 
New Hampshire be authorised to embody and maintain, at 
the expence of the United States, any number of men not 

■ TliiB report ia in the Papen of the CorUmmbil Omgrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 321. 
* Thia memorial, dated June 1, 1780, ia in the Papen of At Contineniat Qmtnu, 
No. 41, VII, U£o 270. 
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exceeding two hundred and fifty rank and file, with a pro- 
portionable number of officers, to assist in guarding the 
frontiers of the said State.' 

The conunittee to whom was referred the letter, of 27 
May, from General Washington, and who were directed 
to confer thereon with a committee of the general assembly 
and supreme executive council of the State of Fensylvania, 
reported the result of their conference, and the measures 
pursuing by the said State: Whereupon, 

The Conunittee to whom was referred Gen' W&shington'a letter 
of the 27^ May, and who were directed to confer thereon with a 
ComT of the general assembly and the supreme executive Council 
of Pennsylvania Report 

That they have had a conference on the same with a Committee 
of the Supreme Executive Council and General Assembly of the 
State of Pennsylvania, who inform your Committee that nothing 
will be wanting in the power of this State to furnish men, money and 
provisionfi for the public service c e pociolly on the present emergency. 
That with r^ard to men, orders have just gone forth for every com- 
pany of militia in the State to fumiah two each, which will amount to 
about twelve hundred, and which are to join the Continental army, 
except so many of them as may be found necessaiy to oppose the 
ibidian incursions on the frontiers of the State. That orders are 
also just gone forth to the Superintendanta and Collectors of the 
taxes in the most pressing terms to furnish an immediate supply 
of money for the publick service, a nd that ofehog motbodo will bo taken 
to wkiso money if found nooc flfl niy- 

That with pogopd to ppoviflionfl Col. BInino the CommT OenI has 
orders to receive money from any of their County Treasurers for an 
immediate purchase of meat, aiul is gone into the country to direct 
the application of it, and that should he fail of purchasing such meat 
as he should find suitable for the army, authority will be given to 
s»ze the same, tho' it was not expected that any laige supply of 
Beef could be found in this State. That the Purchasers under the 
State were now furnished with money, and there was reason to believe 

> "niem TMolutioiia were also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Jomnal. 
Hie r^KHTt ia in tlie Papen iff the Omtmeatal Congnu, No. 147, IV, folio S7fi. 
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they would succeed in the purchase of the articles required of the 
State by the Resolution of the 26*^ of FeM last, to which much 
attention would be ffvea 

The Conferees on the part of this State also m^ed the necessity of 
some effectual measures b^ng taken to keep up the Embargo in the 
State of Delaware, as necessary to facilitate the supply from this State. 

Your Committee beg leave to report as a further mean of facilitating 
extra supplies from this and other States the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the supplies which any of the states shall, 
upon requisition for that purpose, fmnjsh of articles not 
required from them by the resolution of the 25 day of Feb- 
ruary last, or to a greater amoimt than is required by the 
said resolution, shall be credited to them in a future requi- 
mtion of specific supplies from the several states, or in 
lieu of the like value of other articles, which such states 
are already called on to furnish, or, at the election of 4^e 
State, shall be paid for, with interest at six per cent, as 
fast as money can be procured for that purpose.' 

On motion of lir. [Thomas] Burke, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Duane, 

Reeolved, unanimously, That the thanks of Congress be 
^ven to the legislature and to the president and supreme 
executive council of the State of Pensylvuiia, for tibeir 
ready attention to the matters which the Committee of 
Conference Ifud before them, and the satisfactory measures 
they have taken in consequence thereof. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of 16 May, from GovOTnor Livingston, 
respecting John Hopper; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That his excellency Governor Livingston, be 
informed, in answer to his letter of the 16 May, that sundry 

' This reeolntioa ia tiaiucribed in the Papert oflht CtmttiteRtal Congrat, Committee 
Book, 1780, pTOceedingi of the Committee appointed the 13th of April, 1780. The 
raport, in iJie writing of Oliver Ellsworth, ij in the Paper* of the Ccmtxyvntai CoK' 
gnu, No. 19 ,VI, folio x3S3. It is indorsed by Charles Thomson: "Read June I, 
1780, and puoed the suae day " 
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applications have heretofore been made to Congr^e for 

relief in cases tiiat are not distinguishable from the case of 
John Hopper, mentioned in bis letter aforesaid, and many 
cases esdst to which the principle advanced by his excel- 
lency will apply; but Congress, though deeply affected by 
their calamities, have not yet found it expedient to enter 
into a consideration of measures for the paj^cidar relief of 
such sufferers; nor is it probable that the inevitable exi- 
gencies of the war will permit Congress to enter into such 
consideration until peace shall be restored to the United 
States.^ 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on simdry papers, respecting the New Hampshire 
grants, and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. JUNE a, 1780 

Mr. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, a delegate for flie State 
of Maryland, attended and produced the credentials of his 
^pointment, which were read, as follows: 
In General Assembly, Annapolis, 7 April 1780. 

The Senate proceeded to ballot for two Del^^tes to Congress, 
and the Ballot-Box being prepared, the Ballots were deposited 
therein, sealed up and delivered to the Conunittee of this House 
appointed to meet the Committee from the House of Del^ates, 
who retired to the Conference Boom, and after some time, returned 
and reported that William Faca and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer 
Esquires had a Majority of Votes; Whereupon, it is declared that 
William Faca and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer Esquires are duly 
elected Delegates to Congress. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Ja. Maocubbik 01. Sen. 
F. Gbken a. H. D? 

I Thia report, in the writing of ThonuB Burke, is in the Paperi of the QmlmmttU 
Congrm, No. 19, III, lolio 6S7. 

* The original ia in the Paptrt of lAt Continental Congrat, Muyland, Crad e ntiaU 
o/Dtltgaitt. 

10970-10 31 
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Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on sundry papers respecting the New Hampshire 
Grants, and thereupon came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas it is represented to Congress, and by authentic 
evidence laid before them it appears, that the people in- 
habiting the district of country commonly known by the 
name of the New Hampshire Grants, and claiming to be an 
independent State, have, in oont e mpt of notwithstanding 
the resolutions of Congress of the 24th September, and 2d 
October, proceeded as a seperate government to m^ke grants 
of lands and sales of estates by them declared forfeited and 
confiscated; and have also, in divers instances, exercised 
civil and military authority over the persons and effects of 
sundry inhabitants within the said district, who profess 
themselves to be citizens of and to owe allegiance to the 
State of New York and mopoovop have not t mbmitted ib» 
dooiflion of thoir oloimo in the manner pro a oFibod ki 
tho Qoid foaolutionBt of in any otho? juet and oqu i tob te 
monnof wbotaoo ¥ O P. 

Resolved, That the acts and proceedings of the people 
inhabiting the said district, and claimii^ to be an independent 
State as afores^d, in contravening the good intentions of 
the said resolutions of the 24th September and the 2d October 
last, axe highly unwarrantable, and uttoriy subv^^ve of the 
peace and welfare of the United States: 

That the people inhabiting the said district, and claiming 
to be an independent State as aforesaid, be, and they hereby 
are, strictly required to forbear and abstain from fdl acts of 
authority, logi s lo r tivO) judiokd or oaeoutivo civil or military, 
over a my of the inhabitants of the ottid any town or district 
who hold themselves to be subjects of, and to owe allegiance 
to, any of the states claiming the jurisdiction of the said 
territory, in whole or in part, until the decisions and determi- 
nations in the resolutions aforementioned shall be made 
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mtdop poin of bcm^ g oonoidorod oo onomioo to tho UlMiif try 
ond Bofoty of tho Pnitod B tatoB . 

And whereas the States of New Hamtshire and New York 
have in ovory rospoot complied with the said resolutions of 
the 24 September and 2 October last, and by their agents and 



wioiy i ft at, being ttto ■ day asoignod in tho oaid roaolutio B fl 
declared themselves ready to proceed in supporting their 
respective rights to the jiuisdiction of the district aforesaid, 
in whole or in part, according to their several claims, and in 
the mode prescribed in the said resolutions: and whereas 
Congress, by their order of the 21 March last, did postpone 
the consideration of the said resolutions, nine states, exclu- 
sive of those who were parties to the question, not being 
represented ; and by their order of the 17th of May last, have 
directed that letters be written to the states not repre- 
sented, requesting them immediately to send forward a 
representation; 

S ea oi tfe ^t That ' CoDgyc flB- will as s oon a s nino S tntoa oaelueiy e of 
tho a o whoftFO p a rti eB to tbo -e op fe poyoMy H hall bo K i prooontod, ppooood 
to dotonniao, whotbof - feo ooid Tofritofy bo - oompFotHmdod in ffhole 
O F in p a rt within tho bound s of thoUnitod S t a to fraB thoTomitorio B of 
tbo - FCBpoetiyo C i Mmaittoc fl foppo B Mitod !& ■ OoDgfO BB a tood afe- fch e-fe no 
of ite fii B t inatitati efe 

That if it fl ha l l" be-dotwrniDod " to - bo -b o oompwhondod, tho S toto e 
plftiiming thn jnFwuiW i inn tihnfnnf in hhnwhnln ni i in pu i rt hft diwwfavl 
hnmodi a to l y - to - pFooeed and appoint Conunifl B ionot s judioially to da - 
oido npon tho dotowJ mattoM to ho B ubmittod to them agFocohly to 
tbo sa id TO B oltttioii B of Ql" ' S optombog a nd B* Oetobog la s t. 

Andt WhoFc a fl, tho S t a te of M aaa nohnflott H bay hath not tf w ifflaittod 
to CongJM 6' <Miy law by thorn onaotodK i p a ppointanmt - o ^m i -a gontog 
ag on tB- fcy ■ them madot in puwnaneo - of - feo FQeoDMnmd ftta onooDt a ia a d 
in - tiie -fl nid feoolation a i 

it Me lv et li That the S tate of MnoawhuiiottQ bay bo no t pwxjmiod - b y 
M y ■ dofajimiuationof tbo -e oD to oyw H y befewo(M> tho S tote fl of Mow Hamp - 
B biro a nd yow - ¥oFhj - f«>Hi proooouting againat tho pwiv a iling partyt 
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opy olflim which the gaid Stoto may hayo to the joriadiobion of the p aid 
toFpitoFy in whole op in port in the modo dc ae ribod in tho said kj b oIu 

Resolved, That Congress will, as soon as nine states, ex- 
clusive of those who are parties to the controversy, shall be 
represented, proceed to hear and examine into and finally 
determine the disputes and differences relative to jurisdiction 
between the three States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, and New York, respectively, or such of them as shall 
have passed such laws as are mentioned in the said resolutions 
of the 24 September and 2 October last, on the one part, 
and the people of the district aforesaid, who claim to be a 
separate jurisdiction, on the other, in the mode prescribed 
in and by the said resolutions. 

The foregoing resolutions being seperately debated and 
passed, when the question was taken to agree to the whole, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, 



jVew Bavvpikvre, 




PertrMt/lvarMi, 




Mr. FoUom, 


«y)«y 


Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 


Uamaehmatt Bm/, 




Searle, 


ay 


Mr. LoveU, 


Z\^- 


MuUenberg, 


ay 


Holten, 


Matlack, 


no 


Shoit Mmd, 




Marylarid, 




Mr.EUeiy, 


no } no 


Mr. Jenifer, 


no) 


Goimedi&a, 




rirgima. 




Mr. Huntington, 


«y 


Mr. Griffin, 


ay 


Ellsworth, 


«y «y 


Heniy, 


ay 


B. Huntington, 


ay 


Jones, 


ay 


JVeto York, 




Madison, 


ay 


Mr.Duane, 


•yi 


Walker, 


ay 


Scott, 


«yf«' 


SoirfA Cardina, 




New Jersey, 




Mr. Kinloch, 


ay) 


Mr. Houston, 


'^1., 


Georgia, 




Clark, 


ayf'^ 


Mr. Walton, 


ayi 
•y| 






TuUair, 



> This report is in the Papen of Oi» Conl&nenXal Con^/nu, Ho. ' 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a m^nb^ be added to the committee, ap- 
pointed to confer with the Honorable the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of France m- feo- f oom of Mji Livingoton) who ia 



The member chosen, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomaj] Jenifer. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1780 

Mr. WhitmiU Hill, a delegate from North Carolina, attended 
and took his seat in Congress. 

Mr. Ezekiel Cornell, a del^ate for Rhode Island and Prov- 
idence Plantations, attended and produced the credentials 
of his appointment, which were read, as follows: 

B7 Wa Czcellencj William Greene Esquire Governor Captain 
General and Commander in Chief of and over the State of 

*■ ' Rhode !bland and ProTidence Plantations. 

To Kzekiel Cornell Esquire Greeting. 

Whereas by the General Assembly of the said State at the Sesaion 
held at ProTidence on the First Wednesday in May instant You the 
said Ezekiel Cornell was elected a Delegate to repreeeot the said State 
for One Year in the General Congress of Delegates from the Thirteen 
United States of America now sitting at Philadelphia in the State of 
Fennsylrania, or wherever the same may sit: I do therefore in the 
Name of the Governor and Company of the said State hereby author- 
ize, empower and conmiissionate you the said Ezekiel Cornell in Con- 
junction with the other Delegates that are or may be elected Dele- 
gates of the said State, or seperately, and alone, in Case of the Sickness, 
or necessary Absence, of the other Delegates of said State, to represent 
the said State in the said General Congress; and in Behalf thereof to 
join with the Del^ates from the other States or major Part of them 
in aU such Measures as shall be thought best for defendii^ and pro- 
moting the Welfare of the said United States agreeable to the Instruo- 
tions given or that may be given you by the General Assembly. 

■ In (be mugiii ntOBUOQ wrote: "EnBoreiiiadebyonler, cm ractnuddetatiai, 8 June." 
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This Commiasion bo far aa it empowen you to act sepented^ and 
alone is to continue good in that Beepect until the Ratification of the 
Articlee of Confederation by each and every of the Thirteen United 
States. Upon which Event any Two of the said Del^atee if no more 
than Three are preeent, or otherwise the major Fart of those present, 
are empowered to execute this Commission; which is also to be under- 
stood to continue in Force until you shall be superseded, and another 
Delegate shall appear to take your Place. 

CHven under my Hand and the Seal of the said State this 
Eighth Day of May A. D. 1780 and in the Fourth Year of 
Independence. 

W. Greene 
By his Excellency's Command. 
HxNST Wasd Beery ^ 

Mr. [Jared] Ingersol, a delegate for Fenfiylvania, attended 
and took his seat in Coogress. 

A letter, of 25 May, from Goveraor Nash, of North Carolina, 
enclosing copy of a letter, of 16th of the same month, from 
Governor Rutledge, of South Carolina; 

A letter, of 31 May, from General Washington; and 

A letter, of 3d, from President Rodney, of Delaware, were 
read. 

A letter, of 12 April, from Joseph Marsh; one of 2d instant, 
from Lieutenant Colonel Knobelauch; and one, of the 2d, 
from Baron d'Uglaa, were read:" 

On motion of Mr. [Thonuts] Burke, seconded by Mr. 
[Alien] Jones, 

Resolved, That the Board of Ws^ be directed to send to the 
State of North Carolina five thousand stand of arms, with 
powder, lead, flints and other suitable stores for ten thousand 
troops. 

"IlieorigiiuJiamtliePaperfq^fha ConlmnlaJ Cm^nM, Bhode iBlud, Ondtntiah 

' Nuh'a letter, is iin the Paperi t^ th* Cotitinmial Ctnmnu, No. 72, fidio 81; 
Waahington'B letter is in No. 152, VIII, folio 687; Rodney'aia m No. 70, foUo 731; 
Uanh'8)amNo.40,I,folM326; Eoobelaudi'B ia in No. 78, Xm, folio CCS; d'UgUa's 
ia in No. 78, XXIII, Eolio 1. 
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Resolved, That two membos be added to the committee, 
to whom was referred the report of the Board of Treasury, 
of 8 April, in the room of Mr. [Philip] Schuyler and Mr. 
[William] Ellery, who are absent: ' 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston 
and Mr. [Samuel] Holten. 

An address from the legislature of the commonwealth of 
Viiginiaj was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Henry, Mr. [John] Arm- 
strong and Mr. [Samuel] Holten. 

The committee, appointed to confer with the honorable 
the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of France, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

The Conmiittee appointed to receive the commusicationa of his 
ExceUencj the Minister of France relating to suppliea for the forces 
of his Most Cbriatiau Majesty and on other matters beg leave to report, 
that in a conference had the Z^ of the present month, the Minister 
waa pleased to make the following communications, viz. 

I^t Mons. de Corny Commissary of the troops of his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty, had orders to purchase a number of horses and to pur- 
chase or hire a number of teams in the States where they could be 
most conveniently procured for the use of the forces of his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty that should arrive to cooperate with the forces of these 
United States. 

That Mons de Corny had also orders to endeavor to procure in the 
several States where it should be found most convenient providons 
for the forces above mentioned in such manner as should least inter- 
fere with the purchases of the States or agents of Congress, and as 
should be best adapted to support and establish the credit of the paper 
current^. That Mods, de Corny would apply to the Supreme E^cecu- 
tive powers of t^e several States in which tiu pnrdiases were to be 
made for tiieir advice and aid in the matter. To obtun which the 
Minister wished for the approbation of Congress uid that if th^ 

'Tbomacm'emargiiialnote: "See April 13." 

■ This ftddraaa, dated H»724, 1780, is is tbe Papen qfOu Omtiamtal Goagntt, No. 
71, 1, l<dio 361. 
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should tiiink fit letters might be written by the PreddcDt to the 
Supreme EzecutiTe Powers of the several States requeeting their 
advice and aid to Mods, de Corny in procuring those supplies. 

That Mons de Corny had received £17,000 of the bills lately 
emitted by the State of Fennsylvania to employ for the purposes above 
mentioned and would in his negotiations avail himself of all oppor- 
tunities for contributing to the utmost of his power for establishing 
the Currency of the public bills of credit. 

That it would be necessary to give the said forces of his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty the option of receiving their pay in specie, from t^eir 
unacquaintedness with paper money in general and ignorance of the 
language in which the bills of these United States are struck, which 
circumstance the Minister thought proper to suggest that Congress 
might take any measures they should Judge necessary to prevent 
imeasiness arising therefrom to the troops of these United States 
who might receive their pay in a different manner. 

That to prevent losa happening to any of the Citizens of Uiesa 
United States from receiving from the troops of his Most Christian 
Majesty any small coins th^ may be possessed of that shall be below 
the stfuidard alloy the same will be exchanged for other coins by 
persons that shall receive orders therefor. 

The Minister desired to be informed of &6 mode of Intelligence 
Congress would rely on to g^e tiiem inmiediate notice of the arrival 
of the forces from France and for keeping up a constant conununica- 
tion after their arrival, and again repeated his wishes that nothing 
mi^t be left unprovided for that could promise despatch to their 
operations and render them most extensively serviceable to these 
United States. 

The Minister also wished to recommend to tiie consideration of 
Congress Mons. Louis Ethis de Corny provincial Commissaiy of the 
troops in the service of his Most Christian Majesty for the honor of a 
Brevet Commission of Lieut. Colonel, which title his office had given 
him in the French Service. Mons. de Corny desired not Command or 
pay but was ambitious to deserve a marie of honor from these United 
States, from which benefits mi^t result to him hereafter. 

June 5. 17S0. 

Upon the foregoing information your Committee beg leave to sub- 
mit to the immodioto Consideration of Congress the following Resolu- 
tions. 
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Be^lvedf That a brevet commission of lieutenant colonel 
in tbo Qipmy of thoao United B toto s f of cavalry* be granted 
to Mon^ Louis Ethis de Cbmy [ provineioil oommioaQjy of 
tbo troopo in tho e owioe of bio Moat CbriBtlom Mojo fl ty] . 

That Mons' de Corny be furnished with letters from the 
Preadent to the supreme executive powers of the several 
states of Now - Yopk, Connootiout, Rhode lalond, Mnasa 
ohnootto Bay and Kow Hampabiro , or to such of them as 
Montf de Corny shall apply for, requesting their advice and 
aid to him in procuring provisions and other necessaries for 
the forces of his most Christian Majesty expected to arrive 
in these United States, in such manner as will best avoid a 
competition of purchases for the use above mentioned and 
those for the vae of the troops of these United States. 

That bi s os e o t lopoy the honorable the Minister of France 
be informed that it is the opinion of Congress that the pub- 
Uc service will be best promoted by having the same currency 
made use of, as far as may be, to procure supplies for the 
forces of his Most Christian Majesty as for those of these 
United States. 

That the governors of ihe States of Virj^nia and Maiyland 
be requested immediately to engage trusty persons in those 
states respectively, at proper distances from each other, on 
the main road from Cape Henry, in Virginia, to Philadelphia, 
to hold themselves in readiness, should the French fleet be 
discovered off that cape or the adJEicent coast, to forward 
intelligence thereof, and any despatches that may be received 
from them, to Congress, in the most expeditious manner.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

'ThomMm'B inarginAl note: "Jtme7, 'otcavalry'insertedby ordetof CongreBB." 

* This raport, in the writing of Oliver Ellswortb, ia in the Papen of the ConUnenlai 

Congnu, No. 25, I, folio 199. A tnuiscriptui in Cominittee Book, 1780, Fioceedings 

of the Committee appointed 13th April, 1780, folio 6. It is printed in the Dipicmatic 

ComtpondeMe i4 tA« Amaiam JStsoIution (Wharton) III, 7W. 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1780 

Mr. [Thomas] Bee, a dele^te for South Carolina, attended 
and took his seat m Coi^rese. 

A letter, of 8th May, from Governor Galvez of New Orleans, 
was read, enclosing a copy of the articles of capitulation on 
which the garrison of Mobile surrendered to the army of his 
Catholic Majesty. 

.The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress a letter, 
of 20 January, from 0. Pollock, at New Orleans, ^rtuch was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed : ^ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Bfr. J[oBeph] Jones, Mr. [James] 
Lovell and Mr. [James] Searle. 

A memorial from Sidney Paul was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial frt)m W. Bingham was read : ' 

Order^, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Two lettersj of this day, frvm F. Lewis, commissioner of 
Uie Board of Admiralty, were read :* 

Readved, That two members be elected for the Board of 
Admiralty, in the room of Mr. [William] Ellery, who is absent, 
and of Mr. [James] Madison, who at his desire, is excused 
from attending that Board: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Whitmill] Hill and Mr. B[enja- 
min] Huntington. 

William Elleiy, Esquire, was put m nomination by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Folsom, for a commissioner of the Board of 
Admiralty. 

■ Thia letter is in the Papat ofOi* ConfuwiUal Congnu, No. 60, folio 245. 

'Biduey FmiI'b memorial, dfttod June 6, 1780, is in tiie Papen o/tlte CorUmmtal 
Cotisnu, No. 41, VIII, itdlo 112; that of Bing^um, dated June 6, 1780, in No. 41, 1, 
folio 283. 

> Th«w letMn «i» in the Paym qf'fb Ctorimntol Cmvnn, No. 78, XIV, IoUm 837 
uidS41. 
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A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read ; Whereupon, 
Tbbasdrt Office, June S, 1780 

The Boaid of Treasury repres^it on the mraaorial of Gabriel C^den 
of 1*^ of June referred to them Ysj Congress, 

That by a letter from the Board of War of tiie first instant it ap- 
pears a special contract, under their direction, was made by Benjamin 
Flower Commissary General of Military Stores, with Gabriel C^dcm 
for Shells, Carcases and round shot, and it is certified by the Board of 
War that the said Ogden has faithfully performed his part of the 
contract; This Board have before them certificates, that the shot, 
shells &c have been received and proved, that the Commiffiary Gen- 
eral of Military Stoiee has examined the accounts, stating a balance 
due to the said Gabriel Ogden upon the contract aforesaid of fifty 
thousand three hundred and seventy eight dollars and 60/90 l^iis 
Board knowing of no other way for satisfying the said claim — 

O r dq r o d , That a wftgwmt iaono on Thoma s S mith y <H)in 
miflsion CT of tbo oontinontol loan ofBoo fop the S tate of 
Ponoylvftnia, in foyou g of G l obwol Ogdon, fof fifty febou 
fland thr e e hundrod - and aovon t y ei g ht dolfatfs and 60/00^ 
payable in loan office oertifioatos, and to bo oha g god to the 
oommisBQpy gonow^ - of military a tc^ eftr' 

Ordered, That on the application of William Fal&ey, 
paymaster general, a warrant issue on the treasurer in lids 
favour, for three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, iot the 
use of his department; and for which he is to be accoimt- 
ftble.' 

The committee on the letter, of 30 April, from Governor 
Eutledge to the del^ates of South Carolina; and the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
Treasury respectiog the settlement of outstanding accounts, 
brought in their several reports, which were read. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter from Governor Rutledge, and thereupon, 

' "Jime 7, recooiidered, uid lo-committed." TkomKn'i margmid note. 
'This report is in the Paptri oftlte Conlmmtal Confrat, No. 136, IV, iolio 326. 
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Resolved, That it be an order of the day on Friday 
next, to take into consideration the state of the Bouthem 
department. 

That the Board of War be directed to send forward, with 
all possible expedition, such articles of horse furniture, arms 
and accoutrements, as may be wanted for the use of the cav- 
alry in the southern army. 

That M ft joF Loo bo oi ' dorod to pFooood immodi ft toly to B onth Cnro 
lin ft witii tbo Cofp a undof his Couaa aiBA^ 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Duane, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 6th, directing the 
Board of War to send forward arms and military stores to 
the State of North Carolina, be executed for the present only 
to the extent of three thousand stand of anns, and military 
stores for six thousand troops. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. JUNE 7, 1780 

Ordered, That Tuesday next be asagned for electing com- 
missionerB for the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of this day, from F. Lowiot oommioaionog of 
the Board of Admiralty, was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty caxise sale to be 
made at public auction of the sloop We^ Florida, and pay 
the proceeds into the treasury of the United States, to be 
appUed to the use of the navy; and that the crew of tiie said 
sloop be turned over to the ships of war now fitting out in 
this harbour. 

The committee, appointed to confer with the Honorable 
the Minister of France, brought in a report, which was read; 
and after debate, 

1 This npoit, m tha writiiig of FnodB Kinloch, is in the Paper* o/(ftt CtrntwunCol 
Cmgreu, Ho. 20, II, folio 392. 



dbyGOOglC 



June, 1780 408 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A letter, of 6, from the Board of War waa read: 

Ordered, That it be refCTred to the Board of TreaBury. 

Another letter, of the 6, from the Board of War waa read, 
with sundry papers enclosed : ^ 

Ordered, That bo much thereof as relates to an advance of 
money to Mr. Furman, deputy quartermaater general, be re- 
ferred to the Board of Treasury; that the remainder be 
referred to a committee of three: 

The memb^B chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Vtr. {WiSiani 
Qiurchill] Houston and Mr. [Timothy] Matlack. 

A report &om the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Order^, That on the application of the supenntendante of 
the continental press, a warrant issue on the treasiu'er, in 
their favoiu* for twenty thousand dollars; for which they 
are to be accountable. 

The Board having considered the addteee of the CouncU and 
flflsembly of New Jersey referred to them by Congreaa Report — 

That the objects of said address are su^ciently provided for by 
a Resolution of Congress of the 26? May last respecting the notes 
or Certificates of Officers in the departments of the Commissary 
Oenerol of Purchases and Quarter Master General recommended to 
be recdved in payment of Continental Taxes * 

The committee, to whom was referred the address of the gen- 
eral assembly of Vii^inia, brought in a report; which was read. 

The Committee to whom was referred the address of the general 
assembly of Virginia, have according to order had the same under 
their consideration, and have come to Sundry Reeolutions there- 
upon, which they beg leave to submit to the consideration of the 
House. 

Resolved, That a letter be written by the President to the general 
assembly of Virginia, asaimng them that Congress, ever attentive to 

' The letter of the Boaiil (rf Admimlt^ is ui the Paptn of the Qmimmtal dm^raM, 
No. 37, folio 261; the lettera of the Boaid ol Wu «ra in No. 148, 1, foUo* 106 and 110. 
* Hub report !■ in the Paper* oftkt Contmmtal Qmgmt, Ho. 136, IV, fcOio 327. 
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the defence and protection of all parta of the United States, will at 
tim time have a particular r^ard to the safety and defence of the 
Southern States; That nothing will be left undone for defending and 
securing the Commonwealth of Virginia and the other States to the 
Southward, within the compass of the powera of Congress to perform, 
consiBtent with the general arrangements of the army, during the 
course of the present Campaign. But informing them at the same 
time that thej are not to rely too far, on the asdatance which may 
be drawn from the army of the United States, that much will depend 
on their own vigorous efforts, tbnt - Congyc flB hf ff o gH) ft t EipootfttioD a 
from thfr - intta P Du l Bo ¥ cauo -a ad r thfr fl tipongth of the militift of that €!e^t- 
fe^and that Congress cannot entertain a doubt, should that Country 
become the Theatre of the War, during the course of the preeent Cam- 
paign, but Viiginia will display her ancient spirit in the most ample 
and generous exertions of her natural strength, and also to inform 
them that arms are already ordered forward for the use of the North 
Carolina Militia. 

lUsolved, That the farther consideration of the said address be 
referred to the consideration of the Committee of the whole on 
Friday next.' 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, 

Beaolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
devise means more effectually to prevent and pimish persons 
debasii^ the continental currency by counterfeito: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Jared] 
Ingeraol and Mr. [llobert R.] Livingston. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Mottow. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8. 1780 

A letter, of 5, from the committee at headquarters was read, 
with Bimdry estimates and papers enclosed:^ 

' Thii lepoit, in the vritiiig of Jamea Henry, ie in the Paptn of tlu Continmtat 
Conpretf, N0.2O, II, folio242. It ie indoraed by Chailes ThomBon: "Delivered June 
7. 1760, No. 2. Bead. Obsolete." 

■This letter is in the Papen of the Coniinenbd Congnti, Ko. 39, 1, fotio 66. It waa 
transcribed in the Committee B4Xik, 1780, Fioceedinga of the Oonunitt«e appointed 
the I3tb of April, 1780, folio % 
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Ordered, That the letter and estimates be referred to a 
committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth and Mr. [Thomaa] Bee. 

A letter, of 7th December last, from Captain J. Paul Jones, 
on board the AUianee in the Texel, was read, accompanied 
with sundry papers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Ad- 
miralty to report thereon. 

A letter, of December 30, 1779, from ISi. Dumas, at the 
Hague, was read.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Timothy] Matlack, Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke and Mr. [Abraham] OUtrk. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Ofpiob, June 7, 1780. 

Upon a reference from Congress to reconsider their order of the 
6^ instant "for issuing a warrant on the Gonuniisioner of the Conti- 
nental Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania in favour of Gabriel 
Ogden for fifty thousand three hundred and seventy eight dollars 
and sixty ninetieths of a dollar payable in Loan office Certificates 
and to be charged to the Gommissary General of Ifilitory Stores" 
Tba Board of Treasury Report, 

Ordered, That in liou tbofool a warrant issue on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
commonwealth of Pensylvania, in favour of Gabriel Ogden, 
for one himdred and thirty seven thousand foiu* himdred and 
eighty seven dollars and 75/90, payable in loan office certifi- 
cates, and to be charged to the commissary genenJ of mili- 
tary stores.^ 

* Thia letter Is printed in the Dipbmatie Corrapondtnee o/tlte Ammean Stvolution 
(Wtuuton), III, 462. 

* Tbla report ia in the Papen o/ the Continmlal Congrem, No. 136, IV, tolio 329. 
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That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, approved by the Board of War, a warrant 
issue on Samuel Patterson, treasurer of the State of Dela- 
ware, in hia favour on account of Nathaniel Greene, Q. M. G. 
for thirty thousand dollars (part of the monies raised in the 
s^d State for the use of the United States), to be applied 
in the department of the said quarter master general; and 
for which he is to be accountable.^ 

The committee, appointed to confer with the Honorable the 
Minister of France, to whom was re-committed their report, 
broi^ht in another report, which was read; Whereupon, 

That the Minister of France has commimicated to your Committee, 
that as Mods, de Corny Commissary of the troops of bis Most Christiaii 
Majesty will go into the State of Connecticut to procure some sup- 
plies, it would be conTenient for him to receive there an advance 
of money from these United States, either in Continental Bills, or 
the bills of that State, to be replaced in Bpecie, on the arrival of the 
fleet from France, and the Minister engages that the monies which 
shall be so advanced by these United States to Mons de Corny shall 
be replaced in Specie as above mentioned. 

Upon which communication your Committee b^ leave to submit 
to the consideration of Congress the following Reaolution, viz. 

Resolved, That the governor of the State of Connecticut, 
be and he is hereby authorised to receive, on account of 
these United States, out of the monies raised by that State, 
more than sufficient to dischai^ the draughts heretofore 
made by Congress, and to comply with the requiffition of 
Congress, of the 20th of May last o f- ott t- of the billo otfuok 
purouant to tho ro g olation of Oongroge of the 1 8 " of Mitpoh 
b > a fe " t o - t > o - tod g od in tho Continontnl loan oflBoo in that 
S tate tor tho u s e of tho United S toto s , or out of the bills 
that shall be compleated and lodged in the continental loan 
office in that State for the use of the United States, pursuant 
to a resolution of Congress, of the IS of March last, one 

' TtuB report is in the Papen oflhi Continenlal Conyrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 331. 
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miUion two hundred thousand dollars of the bills now in 
circulation, or thirty thousand dollars of the bills last men- 
tioned, or a proportion of each, on the application of Monsr. 
de Corny, commissary of the troops in the service of his Most 
Christian Majesty, and advance the same to him, taking his 
receipts to replace the same in specie in the treasury of these 
United States, when required by Congress; the said receipts 
to be transmitted to the Treafuiy Board as soon as possible.^ 

On motion of Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, seconded by Mr, 
p?honias] Burke, 

Rewlvedf That John Lawrence and Ehoderick Lawrence 
be appointed commissionera on the part of the United 
States, either of them to endorse the bills that shall be 
emitted by the State of Connecticut, pursuant to the reso- 
lution of Congress of the 18th of March last. 

The following gentlemen wett put in nomination for com- 
missioners of the Board of Admiralty: 

Mr. John Collins, by Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston; Mr. 
Thomas Woodford, by Mr. J[o8eph] Jones; Mr. John Deshon, 
by Mr. B[enjamin] Huntington. 

Tbeabubt Offioh June 7. 1780 

Whereas Bills of Exchange drawn on account of the United States 
are Subject to many accidents, which may prevent the holdera thereof 
from receiving the benefits to which they are Justly entitled, and 
no general provision has yet been made for the renewal of Snch 
BiUs, which may be done without danger to the Public and with 
great convenience to Individuals j the Board of Treasury be^ leave 
to Submit the following resolution. 

Beaolo^, That Bills of Exchange drawn on account of the United 
States be renewed in favor of the original drawees under direction 
of the Board of Treasury on the following conditions viz; 

1. lliat every renewed Bill bear an Express condition in the face 
<rf it, that any one Bill from one to the highest number inclusive 

' This i«p<^ in tbe writing of Oliver Ellsworth, is in the Paper* ofAe ConHneaial 
OonfKM, No. 26, 1, folio 200. It WM also entered in the maniucript Secret (Domes- 
tic) Journal. It is printed in Hie Dificmatit Oomtpondenc* {^ the Anmanv Rmolur- 
Km (Wbuton), III, 773. 
10970—10 32 
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bung paid, all the other numbers as well of the original as of the 
renewed Seta Shall be void. 

2. Iliat the penona requiring the renewal, Shall enter into bond 
to the Commissioner of the loan office whence the original Bills 
issued with two or more Sufficient freeholders as Securities, in double 
the amount of the value of the bills claimed to be renewed, with con- 
dition to indenmify the United States against the holders of the 
first Set, Should the Same be demanded, and protested by reason of 
the payment of one of the renewed bills. 

3. That the Loan officer, who Shall issue any renewed Set of Bills 
of Exchange, Shall receive feom the person requiring Such renewal, 
the Sum that he is entitled to receive for preparing and issuing the 
original Set, and also one dollar in Specie on the value thereof in cur- 
rent money for indeomifying the United States against the expense 
of the transaction.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 1780 

A letter from J. G. Duarti waa read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McEean, Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten and Mr. [Jared] Ingersol. 

On motion of Mr. [Francis] IJonloch, seconded by Mr. 
(Thomas] Bee, 

Resolved, That the order of the day to take into considera- 
tion the state of the southern department be postponed till 
Monday next. 

The delegates from South Carolina and Geoi^ laid 
before Congress a letter, of 8th, directed to them from 
Doctor Read, which was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

■ Hub raport ia In the Paper* of Ou Oantinmial Congrai, Ifo. 34, (olio 86. Tha 
«adotBem«nt ahowi that it wu poitpoued . 

■Thia letter, dated June, 17S0, ia in the Paper* qfthe Canlmmtai Congr***, No. 78, 
Vn, folio 2B». 

*This letter ia in the Paper* qflitt Oontiaentat Congrtu, No. 69, III, folio 27. 
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Nine states being represented, exclusive of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay, and New York, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, agreeably to the resolution 
of the 2d instant, to proceed to he^ and examine into, 
and finally determine the disputes and differences relative 
to jurisdiction, between the three states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, and New York, respectively, or such 
of them as shall have passed such laws as are mentioned in 
the resolutions of the 24 September and 2 October last, on 
the one part, and the people of the district commonly known 
by the name of the New Hampshire Grants, who claim to 
be a seperate jurisdiction, on the other, in the mode pre- 
scribed in and by the said resolutions. 

But it being represented on the part of New Hampshire, 
that the agent specially appointed for that business, is not 
now present, and, from the great distance, cannot soon 
attend Congress, 

On motion of Mr. [George] Walton, seconded by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Folsom, 

Ordered, That the second Tuesday in September next be 
assigned to proceed to hear and examine into and finally de- 
termine the disputes and differences relative to jurisdiction, 
between the three states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay and New York, respectively, or such of them as shall 
have passed such laws as are mentioned in the resolutions of 
the 24 September and 2 October last, on the one part, and 
the people of the district commonly known by the name of 
the New Hampshire Grants, who claim to be a separate juris- 
diction, on the other, in the mode prescribed in and by the 
said resolutions. 

Ordered, That copies of the aforegoing order be sent to the 
states of New York, New Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay, 
and to the people of the district aforesaid. 
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A letter of this day, from the Board of War was read, with 
Bundry papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That the same be refeired to the Board of 
Treasury. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 6th, 
ham the Board of War, delivered in their report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JUNE lo. 1780 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbkasubt Office, June 8, 1780. 

The Board of Treasury haTing considered the letter of the Board 
of War of the 6 inatant, referred to them by Congreaa report. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Joseph Carleton paymaster to the Board of War for eighty 
eight thousand dollars, to enable the said Board to discharge 
their contract with Philemon Dickinson for one himdred and 
ten barrels of flour and one thousand and three bushels of 
Indian com, for which the said paymaster is to be accountable. 

Ilie Board having considered the Extract of a letter from the 
Board of War dated June 6, 1780, with its incloeuree referred to 
them by Congress, report 

'Hiat the Board of TreBsoiy, by Ordinance of Coi^rees of July 
30*? 1779 establishing the same, are authorized to "examine into the 
merits of all Requisitions for the advance of money for public services, 
and report thereon to Congress, to grant warrants under their seal 
on the Treasurer for balances of accounts and partial payments." 

That hj the Kesolutions of Congress passed October 17, 1777 tor 
eatablishing the Board of War the said Board are empowered and 
directed "to obtain and keep exact accounts of the numbers and 
disposition of the forces of the United States, to obtain and keep 
exact accounts of all the ArtiUeiy, Arms, Ammunition, Warlike 
stores, Clothing, Medicines and Provisions belonging to the United 
States: and of the manner in i^ch, and ihe places where, the same 

*TUalett<rifliiithePa}Mno/lA< Cantintntal Congrtu, No. 19, IV, fi^o483. 
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ehall from time to time be lodged and employed," and in general to 
superintend the several branches of the Mihtaiy Department: and 
all military and other officers attending upon or connected with the 
army of the United States are required and enjoined to obsetre the 
directions of the said Board in mnlriTig and transmitting proper 
returns and such other matters as may tend to facilitate the Business 
of the said Board. 

That by several Resolutions of GoDgrees relative to the Quarter 
Master and Commissary General's Departments, particularly those 
/ of May 14, 1777, April 14, 1778, It is specially required that "the 
Returns of the said Departments be transmitted to and subjected 
to the inspection and direction of the Board of War " 

That the Board of Treasury are not furnished with any general 
account of the Expenditures in the Quarter Master Department, and 
therefore cannot judge vdietJiier the sums required by iha Assis* 
Quarter Master General on the Estimates referred for the Deputy 
Quarter Master General in the State of New Jersey ought to be issued 
as a balance or a partial payment. 

They are not by their Office enabled to come at the knowledge of 
the objects of the military operations, the force of the Army, the 
dispositions, the requisite movements, the state and situation of 
magazines, or the situation of pists: and therefore cannot be enabled 
to judge whether any particular estimates of supplies which may be 
laid before them, is requisite for the public service, and consequently 
cannot merely on any such estimate report that the advances of 
money required for the same ought to be made. They presume that 
the Board who are immediately intrusted with the superintendance 
of the Officers, and who are empowered to obtain the materials nec- 
essary for giving due information, are alone competent to determine 
on the propriety of Estimates of supplies and services for which 
advances of pubUc money are required: and the Board of Treasury 
find themselves obliged to require certificates of approbation from 
the Superintending Boards as the best, and indeed only competent 
testimony on which they con report that advances ought to be made. 

miat <jie Estimates aforesaid cannot for the reasons aforesaid be 
judged of, or reported upon by the Board of Treasury as services 
and supplies for which an advance of pubhc money ought to be 
mode: and as the Board of War, who are particularly charged with 
ihb superintendance of the Quarter Master General's department, 
and before whom the general plans, estimates and returns are pre- 
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snmed to be, decline to take upon themBelves to declare that the 
Boppliea and services in the said eetimates are proper and necessary, 
the Board of Treasury cannot take upon themselves to report tluit 
money ought to be advanced for the same.' 

Ordered, That the remainder be referred to the committee 
on the letter, of the 6th, from the Board of War. 

The report from the committee on the letter, of 8, from the 
Board of War was read : 

Ordered, That it be re-«ommitted. 

A motion being made by the delegate for the State of 
Rhode Island, for an advance of money to that State in part 
of a ballance said to be due: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY. JUNE is. 1780 

A letter, of 11, from Governor Livingston of New Jersey 
was read, enclosing a letter, of 10, from Major General Lord 
Stirling." 

A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of William Palfrey, pay- 
master general, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, 
for one hundred and seventy seven thousand six hundred 
dollars, for the use of his department; and for which the 
said William Palfrey is to be accountable.' 

A motion being made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded 
by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, respecting the subject of the 
letter from Governor Livingston: 

That the letter of Gov!: Livingston with its enclosure informing 
thai the enemy is now in force in New Jersey, be commtmicated to 
the President of the State of Pennsylvania, and that he be requested 
to take the most speedy and effectual measures for reenforcing the 

I Thia report Is in the Pap«rto/tA« CmUmental Cmffnm, No. 136, IV, iolio333. 

* Tbio Oov«nu>r'i letter is in the Paptn of Oie Continental Gmgnti, No. OS, folio 545. 

* This repcct is in the Papen qf Iht Continenlal Congrat, No. 130, IV, folio 341. 
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army in New Jersej' under Qeni. Washington by such detachments 
from the militia as the circumstances of this State vill admit, and 
the exigencies of public afTsirs require* 

Ordered, That the aaid motion, together with the letter 
from Governor Livingston, and that enclosed from Major 
Genra^ Lord Stirling, be referred to the del^ates of the 
commonwealth of Fensylvania; and that they communi- 
cate the contents to the pre»dent and supreme executive 
council of the sud State. 

On motion of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [John} FeU, 

Resolved, That the committee at head quarters be instructed 
immediately to give orders for stopping all issues of provi- 
uons and forage, except to the army and militia in actual 
service, and such persons as are attached to the military in 
camp or on march, under such particular exceptions only as 
they, on advising with the Commander in Chief, may judge 
absolutely indispensable. 

That the value of a ration be settled by the Board of War, 
ami allowed in money to such as are now entitled to draw 
from the public stores, and may be precluded for the future 
in consequence of such orders.' 

A motion being made for canying into mare eCfectuid exe- 
cution the resolution, of 2 Jime, 1778: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, ISx. 
[William Churchill] Houston and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. 

On motion of Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, seconded by Mr. 
[Frederick A.] Muhlenberg, 

' Iliifl motion, in the writing ot Abnhnm Olatk, iflinthePajwrx/O* ConHnenlal 
Congrat, No. 19, in, 689. 

'Theee remlutiona wece also tmucribed in tlie Paptn of Hit CorUmenfal Congrtm, 
Committee Book, 1780, ProceedingB of tlie Committee q)p<mited the 13tb of April, 
1780, folio 7. 
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Resolved, That the president of the State of D^ware be 
informed, that the public exigencies requiie an immediate 
and decisive answer to the resolution of Congress of the 
twenty second day of May, respecting an embai^o on the 
exportation of provisions from the said State. 

The del^ates for Virginia laid before Congress a letter, of 
23 May, from Mr. P. Henry: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, respecting the settlement of outstanding accounts, 
and tha«upoa came to the following resolutions : 

Whereas lai^e accounts in the several staff departments in 
the army are outstanding and unsettled, and it is necessary 
that they be speedily and finally adjusted, in order that all 
disbursements may be clearly ascertained and arrears dis- 
charged; 

Resolved, therefore, That two extra chambers of accoimts, 
conMsting of two commisuoners each, be appointed, to con- 
tinue in office as long as may be necessary, for the settlement 
of the said accoimts, or any others which may be referred to 
them. 

That the commissioners of the said chambers of accounts, be 
respectively under the direction of the Board of Treasury, to 
repair to such posts or places as the public service may from 
time to time require, for the purpose of examining and adjust- 
ing any of the said accounts. 

That, when thus employed, their reasonable travelling 
charges be allowed, in addition to their pay. 

That a oompotont numbo f of - <JoFk9 to the a wd tomporo^ ' aha a^^we 
b o - f Fwn t im e te- time a ppointed by - tho Board of Tfooamr mid wyorted 
to OongFc as- lo f- feeir a ppfobataon. 

I This letter ifl in the Paper«4!/'tAeamtincnlaI Omgreu, No. 71, 1, folio 330. 
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That the pay of the said commisBioaers respecUvely be the 
same as that of those ah%ady appointed. 

That the Board of Treasiiry be authorised to apply to the 
lo g iai ft taj&<» executive power of any State to appoint a tem- 
porary commis»oner or commissioners, for the special purpose 
of joining with a commissioner sent from the said Board to 
receive and liquidate any of the aforesaid accoimts within 
such State, who, b^g duly qualified before a magistrate, and 
the qualification lodged in the treasury, shall respectively 
have the same powers, and be entitled to the same emolu- 
ments for the time bo Bball bo employed na ftforo e aid he is 
in office, aa a commissioner of the chambers at the treasury.* 

The committee, appointed to consider and report a plan for 
the department of foreign affairs, and the comnuttee, to 
whom were referred the letters from Governor Livingston and 
Major General Lord Stirling, and the motion thereon; 

And the committee, appointed to devise means for the 
more effectual preventing and punishing the making or utter^ 
ing counterfeit paper bills of the similitude of the bills of 
credit emitted by Congress; 

And the committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Garcia Duarti, delivered in their several reports. 

The Delegates of FennsylTama beg leave to Report that they have 
conferred with the Presideat and Council of Fennsylvania on the sub- 
ject of Oovfflnor Livingston and Lord Stirling's letters and the motion 
made by M' Clark. That the President informs them orders have 
been issued to the militia of the City and County of Philadelphia to 
hold themselves in readiness to march at the shortest notice ; That 
the like orders will immediately issue to the Militia of the Counties of 
Chester and Bucks. 

That from the City and those throe Counties there is reason to expect 
as many militia will march as the present occasion will probably 
require. And that immediate orders for their march shall be given 

■ Thia report, in tlie writing of Oliver EllBworth, ia in tlie Paptn of A* Continm&tt 
CtmgrttM, Ko. 26, Mio 161. 



^if 
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upon the requidtion of Congreas or His Excelleiu^ Oeneral Wash- 
ington.* 

Ordered, That to morrow be asfflgned for electing commis- 
doners of the chamberB of accoimta: 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for com- 
missioners of the chambers of accounts: 

Mr. George Measam, by Mr. [John Morin] Scott; 

Mr. James McComb, by Mr. [\^^lliam Churchil] Houston. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 1780 

A note from the honorable the Minister of France was read, 
with a letter enclosed from Mr. Carabasse. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the Committee of 
Commerce: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Edward] Telfair and I^. 
[Timothy] Matlack. 

A letter, of 9th, from Governor Lee of Maryland ; * 

A letter, of 10, from General Washington; and 

A letter, of 30 March, from Thomas Moms, captain of 2d 
company of Geoi;^ continental artillery at St. Croix, were 
read. 

A letter, of 12, &om F. Lewis, one of the commissioners of 
the Board of Admiralty, with sundry papers enclosed, was 
read; Whereupon,* 

It was moved by Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston and seconded 
by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, 

■ This rapcat, undated, in the writiiig of Timothy Hstladt, it in the Papen tfflke 
Continmtal Congrtu, No. 19, III, folio 691. 

* This letter ia in the Paper* o/eA« Continenlaj Cm^nM, No. 70, folio 369. 

* Lewia'i lettn ia in the Papers oftht Cantinenial Congnu, Ho. 78, XIV, it^ 349; 
that of Thonufl Mmtib in No. 78, XVI, t<^o 21; that of Washington in No. 1G2, Vin, 
folio 691. 
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That John Bradford, continental agent at Boston, be 
directed to deliver to the order of the Board of Admiralty, 
fifty hc^heads of sugar to be applied to compleat the hull of 
the 74 gun ship now building at Portsmouth. 

After debate, a motion was made by Mr. [Jamra] Duane, 
seconded by Mr. Ajllen] Jones, that the farther consideration 
th«%of be postponed. On the question for postponing, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, 



New Hampshire, 






Virginia, 






Mr. FoJaom, 


no} no 


Mr. Griffin, 


no 




Rhode Island, 




Henry, 


ay 




Mr. Cornell, 


no} no 


Jones, 


no 


no 


Connecticut, 




Madison, 


no 




Mr. Huntington, 


^^no 
no) 


Walker, 


no 




Ellsworth, 


North Oarolim, 




New Tori, 




Mr. Burke, 


ayi 


Mr. Duane, 


ay 


Jonea, 


ay)'^ 


Scott, 


ay ay 


Sov^Cardvm, 




Livingston, 


no J 


Mr. Bee, 


•yi _ 


New Jereey, 




Kinloch, 


.y)*^ 


Mr. Houston, 


r,]^- 


Georgia, 




aarfc, 


Mr. Telfair, 


Z]- 


Petaylvama, 




Few, 


Mr. AmiBtrong, 


ay 








Searle, 


no 








Muhlenberg, 


no 


no 






Matlack, 


no 








Ingersol, 


no 








So it passed in 


the n^ative 






On the question to ^ree to 


the motion. 




Resolved in the affirmative. 






A memorial from William I 


tingham was read 




Ordered, That it be referred 


to the Board of 


Treasury. 


Anwmoriaifro 


m William T 


umer of the State of Delaware 


was read:' 













I Bingham'i memorial, dated Jmw 14, 17S0, ia ia the Fapm (^ <tht CimiMUittat 
Congreu, No. H, tolio 87i that ot Turner, undated, is in No. 41, X, folio 1W>. 
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Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 
one of the delegates for the State of North Carolina, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, for fifteen thousand 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Joseph Nourse, assistant 
auditor general, a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Theophilus Gardner, one of the clerks in the auditor 
^aeral's office, for five thousand dollars, on account of the 
salaiy of the said Theophilus Gardner.^ 

The committee on the letter, of 5, from the committee at 
head quarters, deUvered in a report. 

According to the order of the day. Congress took into 
consideration the state of the southem department; 

And on motion of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee, 

Resolved, unanimously. That Major General Gates imme- 
diately repair to and take command in the southem depart- 
ment. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con- 
sider and report a plan for the defence of the southem states: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [James] Henry, Mr. [Timothy] Matlack and Mr. 
[Oliver] Ellsworth. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of the 5th, horn the committee at head- 
quarters; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That the estimates enclosed from No. 1 to 9, 
inclusive, be referred to the Board of War, to ascertain the 
sum of money necessary to be advanced to the quarter 
master general, to enable him to make the several purchases 
required by the said estimates for the use of the army. 

I This report ia in the Paper* qf tht QmtimetUal Congmt, No. 136, 17, U^ 339. 



dbyGOOglC 



June, 1780 609 

That the Board of Admiralty take order for supplying the 
quarter master genenU with such quantity of the duck and 
Ilcklenbuig belonging to the United States in possesion of 
the Navy Board at Boston, as he may have occasion for, to 
compleat the number of tente wanting for the army, and 
which can be spared from the immediate use of the navy.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 1780 

Hi. Artemas Ward, a delegate for the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay, attended and took his seat in Congress. 

Mr. John Hanson, a delegate for the State of Maryland, 
attended and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
wMch were read, as follows: 

House of Deleoatbs Decemher ££, 1779. 

The Honourable Thom&s Johnson, George Plater, James Forbee, 
John Hall, Edward Lloyd and John Hanson Eequirea were chosen by 
a joint Ballot of both Houses to serve as Dde^ates to Congreaa. 

Besolved, iherefore, That the said Thomas Johnson, Geoige Plater, 
James Forbee, John Hall, Edward Lloyd and John Hanson Esquires 
or any two or more of them be and are hereby declared Delegated to 
represent this State in Cktngrees. 

True extract 

J.jyuojaTr CI Ho Del* 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Resolved, That the re«gnation of Captain Levin Handy, of 
the 5th Maryland regiment, and Ensign Samuel Claypole, of 

■ This rapoit, in tbe wiitiiig of Jonph Jonee, is in the Paper* of Iht Contmeraal 
CcmgrtM, No. 21, folio 220. It vu lnuiecrib«d is the Committee Book, 1780, Pro- 
ceedingB of the Committee appointed the I3th tA April, 1780, folio 7. 

A letter to the Commercial Committee from the Board of War, dated June 3, 1780, 
encloaing eztracta of a letter from J. Wilkinaon, Clothier General, and a copy of 
letten from John Uoylan to him and of Jamei Moylan to Stephen Moylan were laid 
befcre Congreaa this da;. They&reinthePQp«>'«o/(ft<C^mttnen(aIConfr«u, No. 148, 
I, folios 9»~104. 

■Hie viginal is in the Papen o/tht ConHnaUtd Congrett, Maryland, Oedmltoli oj 
DdigaUt. 
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the 1st Fensylvania regiment, be accepted; the reragnation 
of the former to take place the 1st of May last.' 

A letter, of 12, from the committee at headquarters, with 
sundry papers enclosed, was read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
t^iree: 

The members choeen, Mr. [Robert R.] livingston, Mr. 
[Oliver] Ellsworth and Mr. [Hmothy] Matlack. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whraeupon, 

Ord&red, That thirty thousand dollars be inunediately sent 
to Major General Gates, to defray his expences on his way 
to join the southern army; for which he is to be accountable. 

That a warrant for one hundred thousand dollars be drawn 
on the treasurer of Vii^inia; and another warrant for the 
like sum be drawn on the treasurer of North Carolina, in 
favoiu* of Major General Gates towards forming a military 
chest for the southern army. 

Resolved, That Major General Gates be and he is h^^by 
authorised to call on the states of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, for such aids of militia and sup- 
plies as he shall deem necessary; and it is recommended to 
the governments of the said states to comply with such 
requisitions. 

That Major General Gates be and he is hereby authorised 
to appoint a deputy adjutant general, a deputy pay master 
general, and all other staff officers necessaiy for the organi- 
zation of the southern army; the said officers to remain in 
service until the pleasure of Congress is known. 

That Major General Gates be and he is hereby authorised 
and empowered to take such measures, from time to time, 
for the defence of the southern states as he shall think most 

> This report ia in the Paper* of Qi* Ccmtmottol (kn^/n**. No. 147, IV, folio 379. 

*TluB letter ia in the Poptn o/th« Cbntin«nl<ii Om^wt, No. 39, 1, folio 64. It vaa 
truucribed in the Committee Book, 1780, FroceedingB of the Conunittee appointed 
ttie 18th of April, 1780, folio 27. 
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proper: and it is earnestly recommended to the governments 
of the said states to give every asEuatance in their power for 
carrying such measures into execution.' 

At the request of the committee, to whom was referred the 
letter, of 29 May, from the Board of War, and the papers 
enclosed; 

Ordered, That they be discbai^ed. 
\ The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Qoard of War, of the 6th, and a report of the Board of 
Treasury, of the 8th, having reported specially thereon, and 
the report being read : 

The Committee to whom were referred a Report of the Board of 
War of the 6'!' inst. and a Report of the Board of Treasury of S*^ Znet. 
haTing duly considered the powers of the said Boards as far as they 
concern the matter in Qaeetion between them beg leave to submit 
the following Seport, 

That the Board of Treasury by ordinance passed the 30^ day of 
July 1779 are authorized to examine into the merits of all requisitions 
for the adTance of money for public service and to report thereon to 
Congress. 

That the Board of War 1^ act of Congrees passed on the 17*? of 
Oct 1777 are among other things empowered and directed to 
obtain and keep exact accotmts of the numbers, and disposition of 
the forces of the United States, to obtain and keep exact accounts of 
all the Artillery Arms, Ammunition, war like stores, Clothing, Medi- 
cines and Provisions belonging to the United States : and in general 
to superintend the several Branches of the Military Department: and 
all military and other officers attending upon or connected with the 
Army of the United States are required and enjoined to observe the 
directions of the said Board in making and transmitting proper 
returns and such other matters as may tend to facilitate the Business 
of the said Board. 

That by Resolutions of Congress of the 14*'' of May 1777 and the 
14*'' of April 1778 it is especially required that the Returns of the 
Department of the Quarter Master General and Commissary General 
be transmitted and subjected to the inspection and direction of the 
Board of War. 

■ThiaiepvtlBlntliePapen<i^lA« ContinerUal Oongreu, Ho. 147, IV, folio 383. 
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That hy a Resolution of Congress p&ssed on the lO"* of November 
1778 a special Committee was appointed to superintend the said 
Departments, and empowered to take such steps relating to the same 
as they should think were for the pubUc service. 

That in pursuance of the said last mentioned Resolution the Com- 
mittee thereby appointed undertook the superintendance of the a&id 
Departments and that all reports of the Board of Treasury for advances 
to the said Departments were made on estimates or recommendations 
of the said Committee. 

That on the 25'" of November 1779 Congrees ordered that the 
Departments of the Quarter Master General uid of the Commissaries 
General of purchases and of Issues should be for the future \mder the 
Buperintendancy and direction of the Board of War: and that the 
Committee of Congress on those departments should be dischaiged. 

Upon these several proceedings your Committee beg leave to observe 
that the Board of War from the design of its institution ought to be 
possessed of a knowledge of thtf Force of the Army, the condition of 
the Magazines, the situations of the Posts, and of the general circum- 
stances respecting military arrangements and operations, which in 
some measure enables them to judge of the necessary supplies: At 
the same time that that Board having the immediate superintendance 
and direction of the Departmei^ts of the Quarter Master General and 
Commissary General are vested with authority to m^ke any further 
arrangements which may bct-'rbquisite for facilitating the discharge of 
this Branch of their Part. On the other hand the Board of Treasury 
not having equal means of information cannot in the opinion of your 
Committee be so competent to decide on the merits of Requisitions 
for the advance of money for the said Departments. Your Com- 
mittee therefore submit the following resolution — 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to continue 
their attention to the estimates for advances to the depart- 
ments of quarter master general and commissary general of 
purchases and of military stores, as far as circumstances will 
admit, in order to enable the Board of Treasury to decide 
on the merits of requisitions for such advances, and report 
thereon to Coi^ress.* 

■ This report, In the writing tA lunee Dtuae, ia in the Paptn of tht Qmtinmtal 
Cmarett, No. 27, folio 105. 
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A letter, of 13, from the Board of War was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board of 
War to report. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read, enclosing 
a letter from Eleazer Wales, commissioner of accounts at 
Albany, wherein he begs leave to resign his office, and repre- 
sents the inadequate compensation that has been allowed 
for his services: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is roo e onablo ond just that the resignar 
tion of the said Eleazer Wales, be accepted, and that the 
conaderation of his pay be postponed until general pro- 
vision shall be made relieving against the effects of 
depreciation.* 

A petition of Peter Philip de Grain and others was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The committee, appointed to roport a plan for the defence 
of the southern states, brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration, and Congress having proceeded to 
the paragraph, 

"That no supplies of men nor of provisions except bacon 
be removed to the northward of the State of Vii^inia, until 
the farther order of Congress." 

A motion was made by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, seconded 
by Mr. [James] Searle, that the consideration of that para^ 

> This report is in tlie Paperi of Ihe CtmUnmiai Congreai, No. 136, IV, folio SJ6. 

The ioUowing motioii, in the writing of Oliver Wolcott, dated June 14, 1780, is in 
the Paper* o/ 1A« Ontincn£aIConpr«w, No. 36, IV, folio 265. It is endoraedr "Motion 
by Mr. [Jeoe] Root, seconded by Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. Befeired to the Boud of 
Tie«aury." 

JRaohed, That a warrant iaeue on William Imlay, Eeql, Coinini»ioner of the 
loan offlce in the state of Connecticut in favour of Eleai^ Walee, Esq., of Hartford 
late ConuniaBionBr of Accounts at Albany for two thousand nine hundred and thirty- 
five dollan and ei^ty eight ninetieths of a dollar specie value to be paid in loan office 
certificate dated day of last when Qie same was due in full for the aireue 

of pay due him as comminioner aforesaid. 
10970—10 33 
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graph be postponed. And on the question, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 



ay} * 



New Hampshire, 






Uarylai^, 


Mr. Folsom, 


sy 


«y 


Mr. Hanson, 


Jfasstuhu^eaa Bay, 






Vwyinio, 


Mr. LoTeU, 


«y 




Mr. Henry, 


Bolton, 


«7 


ay 


J. Jones, 


W«rd, 


«y 




Madison, 


Biode Island, 






Walker, 


Mr.ComeU, 


«y 


ay 


iforft Oarolim,, 


Conmetwut, 






Mr. Burke, 


Mr. Huntington, 


■y 




Jones, 


Ellsworth, 


«y 


«y 


Hill, 


New Yori, 






Sotift CoroJiM, 


Mr.Duane, 


•y 




Mr. Bee, 


Livin^ton, 


«y 


ay 


Kinloch, 


New Jersey, 






Georgia, 


Mr. Houston, 


ay 


.y 


Mr. Few, 


Clark, 


sy 












Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 






Searle, 


ay 






MuhlenbeiK, 


ay 


ay 




MtUusk, 


•y 






Ingersol, 


ay 







So it passed in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1780 

A letter, of 24 May, from Major General Lincoln, was read, 
accompanied with sundry papers containing an account of 
the surrender of Charlestown. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of 8, from Governor Trumbull, of Connecticut, was 
read, enclosing a resolution of the general assembly of that 
State: 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Another letter, of 8, from Governor Trumbull was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomafi] McKean, Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth and Mr. [James] Henry. 

A letter, of March 1, from A. Gillam was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
A£fairs. 

The committee, to whom were referred the letters from the 
committee at headquarters and papers enclosed, brought in 
a report, which was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War take the most effectual 
measures for forwarding immediately to the army the sup- 
plies of provisions that are procured in the states of Dela- 
ware and Maryland, and report to Congress an estimate of 
the money immediately necessary for that purpose. 

Ordered, That a circular letter be written to each of the 
United States from New Hampshire to Maryland, inclusive, 
enforcing the circular letters from the committee at head- 
quarters. 
Sib. 

Congraes repeat their applications to your state. They would 
willingly hope that their fonner repreaentationa have not been inef- 
fectual and that measures are now pursuing to enable our anoies to 
tafce the field, with a force superior to that of the enemy and with 
such ample supplies of piOTision as will not only maintain them in 
plenty but enable them if necessary on any extraordinary occasion 
to avail themselves of the aid of the militia. But upon these hopes 
they dare not rely — every moment presses. 

It is necessaty they should have the most explicit assurances not 
only that their requisitions will be complied with but that such com- 
pliance will be as immediate as their wants are mi^nt. The letter 

■Lincolii'B lett^ is in th« Papen of the ContwunUd Ctmgntt, No. 168, lolio 373; 
Tnunbull'B fint letter is in No. 68, II, iolio 66; hb oecond letter ia on folio C9. 
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which fte oomponieo ik ia letters from our Conunittee at Head Quar- 
tera to you states Btate those wants without exa^eratiug them. Ifc 
monlac i D B They mention some facta and leaves leave to your judg- 
ments to supply others that it would have been dangopous improper 
to commit to paper. The object of this address is only to enforce 
their requests and to entreat you not to n^ repose your s^ty upon 
the spirit and vigilance of others while any means within your own 
power are left untried. The present occasion calls for the united 
force of America. It gives us great consolation to a oouFo y e% that 
notwithstanding the difficulties, in which t he B upinonc B O and f a lso 
s cenrity of ■t eom a ny otobc s haye we are involved u s , tfaoif the resour- 
ces of the states are sufficient if speedily applied to relieve us from 
them. Every state in the union is bound by the strongest obliga- 
tions to afford us their aid. wb ati j - tben, eon justify any in withhold ' 
tag it? is the prc a ont caao at oonvonioneo of t bo ' ■s ubjoot s to - bo put - in 
e ompotitaon with the laflting happinc a a of miilicm s^ — Do tbo - guloro f o a F 
a t thia oHtioal period to o«ert theif utmo s t nuthowtyj — Can thoy so 
fop di flt rust tho foding s a nd undowt a ndini p of thoif people, a s to bo - 
liovo that thoy will fofnso a momontaiy suhmis e ion to " S neh vigofona 
oaortionfl of goyM f am e at -aa aro nooca a ary to aoouro thorn from -e^ 
tinnod oppfo e flion -a ad r c s t a bl ia bod tyr t mny ^' 

A Common Council involves the power of direction. Let not our 
measures be any longoy checked or controuled by tile negligence or 
partial views and interests of separate conununities, while they profess 
to be puts members of one ^eat body — too long have the dearest 
intereats of America been saoificed to present ease, too many of ua 
have slept in false security. Let us awafce before the season for suc- 
cessful exertion is passed. Judge you whether the loss of Charlestown 
and the situation of your grand army does not call for every spirited 
ejottion effort. The objects which claim your immediate attention 
are clearly pointed out in the requisitions of Congress and their Com- 
mittee at Head Quarters. Let them be complied with. Enable ua 
to co-operate vigorously with the fleets and armies of our ally and 
we may reasonably hope thro' the blessings of Divine Providence for 

'At this point the folio vlsgwu LoMrted by ThomMn: [Andwetnut thkt, ktthia 
critical emergency, no present eoM or convenience of individuals will be put in com- 
petition Tith the lasting happineaa of millions — that the niloa of states vill not hesi- 
tate to exert theii utmost authority,andthat the people have too much understanding 
to refuse a temporary submission to such vigorous esertiona as ale necessary to eecura 
them bom continued oppraanoa and established tyranny.] 
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a speedy and happy tennination of a controTfirsy which is to give 
freedom and Independance to millions or involve yon and yom * loto a t 
po s terity them in slavery and ruin. 

Let - not thi s booonaideyod as- tho languago of d( i op o nd e ney - o p-¥a iB 
doolam a ti ^ — Ou t ■ d a ty - t rnd y e ar intoFo a t eompol ufl to s tabo youF 
a ff a i g& tr alyi — Thof a ot a hold up to youfvlow a FO not lo a o s oriou a t h a n 
a l ft Hningi while you affec t to diabdiovo thom or act ao if you did, thoy 
will become mo>o soi — Wisdom diroet g u a not to shut ouf eyo a 
o g ainstdftngM, buttooppo B oitwithftfiMnncfl B ondyigof wbieh - pl a ec a 
D B' beyond it a fo a oh. ' 

Tbeasubt Offiob June IB, 1780 

The Board of Treasury having considered the memorial of William 
Bingham, respecting sets of i^hange referred to them by Congress 
report 

That provision is made for the case of William Bingham as set 
forth in the memorial aforesaid, in their Report of the 7*" instant, 
providing generally for the renewal of bills of Exchange drawn 
on account of the United States, and that it is expedient to postpone 
the further consideration thereof, tmtil the sense of Congress is known 
on the report aforesaid.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE i6. 1780 

A lettCT, of 9th, from Governor JefFerson, of Viigizda, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the P(wt Office 
be referred to the Coiomittee on the Post Office to take order; 

That the remainder be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition of Charles Freeman waa read : * 

Oi^ed, That it be refrared to the Committee on the Post 
Office. 

■This leport, in the writing of Bobert R. Livingrton, is in fbo Paper* qf tht Gmti- 
tuntal Qmgreu, No. 24, folio 280. A. copy iaon folio 273. 

' This report is in the Papen <^lhe ContineTtial Congreti, No. 34, folio 91. 

■ This letter ia m the Papa-8 0/ tA« CorUmaUal Congren, No. 71, I, folio 356. 

"This petition, dated June 18, 1780, is in the Paper* oj the Contiruntal Congrtu, 
No. 42, III, folio 67. 



dbyGOOglC 



618 Journals qf Congreis 

A letter, of 7, from £. Hazard to R. Bache was l^d before 
Congress and read: * 
Ordered, That it be referred to the comznittee at head* 

quartoB. 

A petition of Robert Crothers was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

A report from the Board <rf War was read ; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd or Wab, June I4. 1780 

Present Col" Pit^ring, M'. Petera, Col" Grayson, Gen' Scott. 

The Board beg leave to infoim CongreBS, 

That on the IS"* of August 1778, Gen' Weedon (by a resolution of 
that date) was permitted to letire, but allowed to hold his rank, and 
to be called intoserrice whenever from a change of circumstances the 
difficulties he then laboured under should be removed; that time 
seems now to be arrived, and he is desirous of serving again. 

We therefore beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That Brigadier General Weedon be called into 
service, and employed in the southern department as Major 
General Gates shall direct. 

The Board beg leave further to inform Congress, That Col° Dan' 
Mo^an (who formerly commanded the rifle corps) on the IS*" of 
July 1779, having for the reasons mentioned in his letter to Congress 
of that date, desired leave to resign, this board to whom that letter 
was referred, finding his single motive to resign was the injury he sup- 
posed to be done him in giving the command of the light infantry to 
another, and regretting thtA so valuable an officer should be lost to 
the service, proposed to him to accept a furlough, untill the Comman- 
der in Chief should call for him, or Congress should take order thereon. 
To this he agreed and still remains on furlough. The Board therefore 
beg leave to report, 

iThialett«iisinthePap(ra(>^IA« Omtuuntal OoHf/rtMt, No. 39, II, folio 118. 
*'nufl petition, dkMd June 15, 1780, ii in Ute Paper* o/ tit Oontimatai Congmt, 
No. 42, U, (olio 70. 
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Ordered, That Colonel Daniel Moi^an of the Virginia line 
be called into service, and employed in the southern army 
as Major General Gates shall direct.^ 
A letter, of 15, from the Board of War was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Gom- 



A letter, of 12, from the Board of War was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take order. 

On motion of Mr. phomas] M&^an, seconded by Mr. 
[Edward] Telfair, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
enquire into the conduct of the quartermaster, respecting the 
tjfuisportation of provimons and stores from Philadelphia to 
Trenton, and to report thereon to Congress: 

The members chosen, lb. p?homas] McKean, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, and Hi. [John Morin] Scott. 

A letter from the Baron de Benyousky was read: * 

Ordered, to lie on the table. 

A report from the Board of Treasury waa read ; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Bichard Phillips, 
steward to the President of Congress, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, for eight thousand dollars, for the use 
of the President's household; and for which the said Bichf^ 
Phillips is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Blchard Phillips, steward to 
tbe Preddent of Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favour, for four thousand dollars, on account of the 
salary of the said Richard Phillips and his family.* 

■Thifl report Is in the Pap<nq/'A«Qmtfn«nfaI Congrt**,'^o. 147, IT, folio 38(>. 

*Tbi8 letter, dsted June 15, 1780, is in the Paptn ofOu ContineiHat Con^rtM, No. 78, 
m, folio 481. 

* This report, dated June 14, 1780, is im the Paptn <^&t Contuwntat CvAgru», No. 
136, IV, folio 347. 
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That on the application of William Kinnan, copper plate 
printer, a wurant issue on the treasure in his favour, for 
six thousand dollars, for which he is to be accountable. 

The Board having Considered the letter from the Board of War 
dated June 9, 1780 with the papers therein inclosed referred to them 
by Congresa report, 

TLat the several Articles of transportation either by land or water 
stated in the estimate signed John Johnson A. D. Q. M. General 
appear only as gross sums and the several particulars are not stated. 

TLe article of Contract by Edward Wright does not shew tiie 
qiiantity, quality, Kind or price of the Forage. The Article of Hay 
does not state the quantity or Price. 

The Article stating purchases of Com from sundry persons are 
particular, but the Board of Treasury, not being officidly Competent 
to Judge, cannot say that they were useful and necessary pun^ases, 
and therefore cannot report an advance for them. The Board of 
Treasury are of opinion that the Board of War should order the esti- 
mate to be Completed where deficient as above stated, and then 
certify that the Supplies and services aforesaid are necessary for 
ihe public use. 

The Board of Treasury decline from these Considerations, to report 
any advance of public money until such corrected and certified 
estimates shall be laid before them. * 

That on the application of Resolve Smith, conunis^oner 
of the chamber of accoxmts, a warrant issue on the treasurer, 
in his favour, for fifteen thousand dollars, on account of his 
salary. 

That on the application of John D. Mercier, a comnus- 
soner of the chamber of accounts, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, for fifteen thousand dollars, on 
accoimt of his salary. 

That on the application of Joseph Scudder, one of the 
clerks in the War office, a warrant issue on the treasiurer in his 
favour, for five thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

> lliu report is in the Papen qftht ContintnUl Congrett, No. 136, IV, folio 343. 
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That on the application of GUIam Aertson, a clerk in the 
War office, a warrant issue on the treasurer in bis favour, for 
five thousand dollars, on accoimt of bis salary.' 

That on the application of Cornelius Comegys, clerk in the 
Treasury office, a warrant issue on the treasiu^r in his favour, 
for «s five thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of William Ramsay, clerk in one 
of the chambers of accounts, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favour, for ^^^ five thousand dollais, on account of 
his salary. 

That on the application of Patrick Ferral, clerk in the 
auditor general's office, a warrant iaaue on the treasiuBr, in 
his favour, for sis five thousand dollars, on account of his 
salary.' 

On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, seconded by Mr. 
[Oliver] Ellsworth, 

Resolved, That Nicholas Oilman, Esq. and John Taylor 
Gihnan, Esq. be appointed commisffloners on the part of the 
United States, either of them to endorse the bills that shall 
be emitted by the State of New Hampshire, pursuant to the 
resolution of Congress of the 18th day of March last. 

Re&ylved, That a member be added to the conunittee 
appointed to report and consider a plan for the defence of 
the southern states, in the room of Mr. [Thomas] Burke: 

The member chosen, Mr. Ajllen] Jones. 

Coi^ress proceeded to the election of two commisaoners of 
the chambers of accounts, in the room of Mr. Eleazer 
M'Comb and the late Mr. Miunford; and the ballots being 
tak^i, Mr. Peter E. Fell and Mr. George Measam were 
elected, l[the former having been previously nominated by 
Mr. [William Churchill] Houston and the latter by Mr. [John 
Morin] Scott. II' 

1 This report u im the Papers of the Conltnental Cimgnu, No. ISfi, IV, folio 32S. 
■ TtuB report ia in the Pop«n ^Om GonHnmtal Cangnu, No. 136, IV, folio 323. 
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Congress farther proceeded to the election of commis- 
oioners for the two extra chambers of accounts, agreeably to 
the resolution of the 12th, and the ballots being taken, the 
following gentlemen were chosen, vi2. Mr. Joseph Bullock, 
Mr. Jonathan Burrall, l|the former having been previously 
nominated by Mr. [James] Searle, and the latter by Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke. || 

Ordered, That the election of the other two be postponed. 

Mr. John Wharton was nominated by Mr. [James] Searle, 
for commisEdoner of the Board of Admiralty. 

Adhibaltt Ofpioe June 16, 1780. 

The Board to whom was referred the letters and other papers 
rdative to the Conduct of John Paul Jonea Esq. b^ leave to report, 

That they have carefully perused said letters and papers wherein 
they find Honorable mention is made of his Abilities as an officer by 
the Duke de Vauguyon, MonsT De Sartine and Doctor Franklin, and 
is also corroborated by that Valour and Intrepedity with which be 
engaged His Britannic Majesty's Ship the Serapia of 44 Cannon 12 
and 18 pounders, who after a severe contest for several Hours, sur- 
rendered to his superior valour, thereby acquiring Honor to himself 
and dignity to the American Fla^. 

The Board therefore humbly conceive that an honorable Testi- 
monial should be given to Captain John Paul Jones, Commander of 
the Bcmhomme Richard his officers azLd crew, for theur many singular 
services in annoying the enemy on the British Coasts, and particu- 
larly for their spirited behaviour in an engagement with his Britan- 
nic Majesty's Ship of war the Serapis on the 23? of September 1779 
and obli^ng her to surrender to the American Flagg. ^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 1780 

A letter, of this day, from P[hilip] Schuyler was read, 
enclofflng the draft of a system agreed upon by the committee 
at head quarters for conducting the quartermaster general's 
department:' 

■ This leport is in the Fapm o/tht Contintnlal Congnu, No. 68, ttdio 201. 

* This lettar is in the Papen ^ tAa Omiiaenuil Oongna, No. 16S, III, folio 627. 
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the confflderar 
tion of the said sj^stem. 

A memorial of Captain TOUiam Pickles waa read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 24 April, from Joseph Calvert was read: 

Ordered, Hiat it be referred to the Committee of Int^- 
gence. 

A letter of this day from J. Cox was read.' 

The committee, to whom waa referred the memorial of 
B. Henly, on behalf of Otis & Henly, deUvered in a report, 
wluch was read* 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee appointed to prepare a plan for the defence of 
the southeo^ states; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the executive power of the State of Virginia, 
be earnestly requested to order a reinforcement of five 
thousand militia, including fuiy that may be now in service, 
to join the southern army with all possible despatch. 

That the executive power of the State of North Carolina, 
be earnestly requested to order a reinforcement of four thou- 
sand militia, includii^ such as are now in service, to join the 
said army. 

tliat the Commanding officer for the time being in the eaid Depart- 
ment be empowered and directed from time to time to require from 
Uie Executive •povera of the Beveral States within the limits of bis 
command sticb reinforcements of militia as shall be 
requisite to keep the army imder bis command of 
the force of tax tiiousand efiFective rank and file, and 
that it be recommended to the said Executive powers to comply 
with such reqiiiaitions as expeditiously as possible. That ril s uoh 
Mi l i t i ft-aB s hall - b e- flriled - into -fi tH F vi e ot ondog tbo coid >oquisiti eH»-ef 

* ^Hiis memorial, dated June 10, 1780, ie In the Papert tffthe Continental Oongrttt, 
No. 41, VIII, folio 114. 

■ CUvert's letter ia In die Papen qfthe Continental Qmgnu, No. fiO, 367; Cox's ia 
ioNo. 78,V,lolio4S3. 

d note in the JonnuJ njn: " See 20 Mxy." 
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whioh haye - boCTtof rii ri l bo employed ag a in g t <3M» -jto einy -» ft e > -feMg 
iny as tog of tho S tate of Goe F gi a- bo a ContiDcnt a l ■ Eapeeoo 

That it be Kwommondod to the S tatofl of Vipfflnia a nd North O a /eo - 
linn to hoop in roadinofla an addibionftl Fopoo of fivo thousand Militia 
in opdop to join tho e>ottthoFP a my upon tho a horto s t notieo, tho aaid 
foFoo to bo in tho - foHo ff ing pgoportaon B ) towit i 

yM ffnia thpoo thoooand 

North Carolina two thoa sBBil 
and that the o a id Foiwo 

That it be recommeiided to the State of 'S^piua to keep in 
readiness an additional force of three thousand militia: and 
to the State of North Carolina, to keep in readiness an addi- 
tional force of two thousand militia, in order to join the 
southern army upon the shortest notice. 

That no suppUes of men, and no provisions except bacon, 
and so much grain as the executive of the State of Virginia 
conceive can be spared from the southern army, they bearing 
in mind that the wants of the grand army are at this time 
extremely presang — ^be removal to the northward of the 
State of Vir^nia, until the further order of Congress. 

That the monies raised for the use of the United States, in 
the State of Maryland, and the states to the southward 
thereof, be appropriated to the supply of the mihtary chest 
and exigencies of the war in the southern department, until 
the fmther order of Congress. 

Th a t it bo E a pno H tly rooommondod to - tho 8 t a to H in tho B outhom 
dt;papUmMifr-to - - toko -Effoo taal — Mca s uFo a — let — on a blii:^ the Com ' 
m a n di Bg - oflBoor thopoin to ao p py - on - tho-wap -with t ho-ffl ' coto flt 
yigop and to maho hig moTomonte with tho gpotttcflt oolopity, and to 
ppovido that ho may hayo all poa a iblo Qaaifltanoo from tho Bo a oupoeo of 
Uw ' Cooptpy, BQoh fl sa ifltaneo to bo oonsidorod at th e Eaponoo of the 
TJTt' tod S tatco 

That the Board of War be directed to take effectual 
measures for suppljnng the said department with all necessaiy 
militfury stores. 
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All which ia submitted * 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Congress came to the following resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas it is ^sential to the due direction of the public 
affairs, that the superintending power should be intimately 
acquainted with the measxues that have been pursued, in 
consequence of their resolves, by those on whom, from the 
nature of the government, the execution of them devolvee: 
and whereas it ia equally necessary to examine the source 
from which the pubHc embarrassments spring: 

Reeved, That the United States, from New Hampshire to 
South Carolina, incluave, except such of them as have made 
returns of their transactions, be requested, at this critic^ 
conjuncture, to inform Congress with the utmost expedition, 
what measures they have taken in consequence of the several 
resolutions, a list of which is hereunto annexed. 

Ordered, That the secretary annex to the above resolution 
a list of tlte resolutions which have been passed by Congress 
ranee the first day of January, 1779, requiring from the 
United States a supply of men, money and provisions, in 
order to be transmitted herewith to each of the abovemen- 
tioned states. 

A report from tiie Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. 0[Uver] Ellsworth, 
delegate horn, the State of Connecticut, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favoiu*, for six thousand dollars, for wluch 
the said State is to be accountable. 

That on ttie application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, on accoimt of Major General Greene, Q. M. Q. 

■ llufl repOTt, in the writaug of 'DiDmM Burke, is in the Papcri of the Cmtmentol 
Ccmgrat, No. 21, folio 230. It ia indoFsed by Thomson: "Delivered June 14, 1780; 
part debated utd pest; rest postponed." The leaolutions were tiaa entered in tlie 
manuscript Secret (Dmnestic) Journal. 



db,Google 



626 Journals qf Congress 

accompanied with estimates approved by the Board of War, 
the following warrants issue in his favour, amoimting to one 
million and thirty thousand dollars, for the use of the depart- 
ment of the said quarter master general; and for which he is 
to be acooimtable, viz. 

One on the treasurer for Eoxty thousand dollars, for the 
purpose of sending to camp a number of waggons. 

Another on the treasurer, for one himdred thousand dol- 
lars, for the purpose of paying team hire, tradesmen, water- 
men, Ac. 

Another on the treasurer for twenty thousand dollars, for 
the purpose of collecting and sending horses to camp. 

One on the preadent and supreme executive council of the 
commonwealth of Pen^lvania, for two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars (part of the monies raised in the said com- 
monwealth for the use of the United States) to enable John 
Davis, deputy quarter master general, to comply with certain 
contracts. 

And one on John Lawrence, treasurer of the State of Con- 
necticut, for six hundred thousand dollars (part of the monies 
rtused in the said State for the use of the United States) for 
liie purpose of transporting three thousand barrells of salted 
provisions from the said State to the State of New York.* 

A petition of Brinmier and Tracy was read.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday next. 

MONDAY, JUNE 19, 1780 

Mr. [R<^er] Sherman, a delegate for the State of Con- 
necticut, attended and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 12, from the pre»dent of the senate and 
speaker of the house of delates of Maryland, was read, 

■ Tikk rapiMt ia In the Paptn of the Omtmmtol Congntt, No. 136, IV, folio 349. 

■ This petitioD, dftted Uay 31, 1780, is in the Papvt of At Camiinental Congrat, 
No. 42, VII, Ibllo 3M. 
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encloung c^tun resolutions passed by the general assembly 
of that State: 

Ordered, That so much of the said resolutions as relates 
to arms be referred to the Board of War, and so much as 
relates to the continental frigates, be referred to the Board 
of Admiralty. 

A letter, of 16, &om the committee at headquarters was 
read, enclo^ng a letter, of 14, from Major General Greene. 

The delegates for New Hampshire laid before Congress a 
letter, of 27 May, from the president of the council of that 
State, which was read, and a motion bring made thereon,' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. p?homas] McKean, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman and Mr. [Abraham] Qaxk. 

A note from the Honorable the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of France was read, on which certain resolutions being 
moved," 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean and "Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

The committee, appointed to prepare a plan for the defence 
of the southern states, brought in a farther report, which was 
read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the States 
of Vir^nia and North Carolina, to use their utmost exertions 
to recruit, remount and equip Baylor's and White's re^ments 

> The Hu^land letter is in the Papcni/tAf Continental Congrai, No. 70, folio 373; 
the enclosnre is on folio 377. The lettci from heftdquuters ia in No. 39, 1, folio 79; 
it ms tmwcribed in the Committee Book, 1780, Proceedinga ol the Committee 
appointed the 13th of April, 1780, folio 27. The New Eatnpahire letter is in No. 64, 
iolio 110. 

' l^iia note, dated June IS, ia printed in the Diplomatic Corrttpondenet oftAe Amtriean 
Sevolvtioa (Wharton), III, BOS. 
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of light dragoons, so as to compleat them to at least one 
and fifty rank and file in each regiment: 

That it be recommended to General Washington, if they 
oan bo poooibly opopod not incompatible with the service, 
to order the infantry belonging to Major Lee's corps, now in 
Virgiiua, to proceed on their route and join the southern 
army, there to be mounted o e oft ¥ c dg y opo^^im^qo employed 
as the e oBimftndei ' in obi e f commanding office In that 
department shall think best.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Massachusetts Bay, in favour of Michael Hillegas, treasurer 
of the United States, for eight hundred thousand dollars ; 
for which the sfud Michael Htllegas is to be accountable." 

Ordered, That the plan for conducting the quartermaster 
general's department be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Phihp] Schuyler, Mr. [Artemae] 
Ward, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [John] Armstrong and Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman. 

Congress took into confflderation the report of the com- 
mittee on the representation and petition of John Garcia 
Duarti ; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the board of war of Massachusetts Bay, 
at Boston, forthwil^ deliver to the said John Garcia Duarti, 
or to his order, on request, all the coin deported in their 
hands, and all l^e effects yet unsold, being parts of the cai^o 
of the BDOw Nostra Senhora de Carmd et Saint Antonio, without 
charging h\m any commission thereon ; 

That the board of war of Maasachusetta Bay, at Boston, 
do pay, upon demand, to John Bradford, continental agent 

' Thia report, in the writiiig of Hiohub Bee, ie in Qib Papert oj 1A« Ont^nrntol 
CbnpFMi, No. 21, folio 233. 
* This Kf>ort is in the Papert Q^lAt OmtinenCoJ OmffreM, No. 136, rv, folio 355. 
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at Boston, e^teen thousand four hundred and sixty one 
pounds thirteen shillmgs and three pence being the amount 
of the net proceeds of the aforesaid snow and cargo, sold 
under their direction by order of Congress of the 11th of May, 
1778, who is hereby directed to purchase bills of exchai^ 
on some merchant or banker in Europe, to as great an amoimt 
as the sum of £18,461 ISs. Zd. with interest thereon, at 6 per 
cent, per umum, to the day of buying the said bills, would 
have purchased at the time of the sale of the snow and cargo 
aforesaid, and deliver the same to the said John Garcia Duarti, 
for the use of his owners; and that the said John Bradford 
report his proceedings in the premises to Congress, without 
delay. 

^solved, That the bond which Joseph Cunnu^ham gave, 
at the time he obtained his commission as master or com- 
mander of the schooner Phcenix, be forthwith put in suit, and 
that his said commission be thereupon vacated and made 
void; and also that the said Joseph Cunningham be not 
admitted to hold any commission under the United States, 
on hoaxd of any ship or vessel of war, until such time as he 
shall appear and answer such suit, and satisfy the judgment 
against him, or prociu% the same to be reversed or set aside 
by due course of law; and that the monies recovered on such 
suit be paid to the said John Garcia Dum^, for the use of his 
owners: 

That the said John Garcia Duarti may also prosecute, or 
cause to be prosecuted, an action or actions against the smd 
Joseph Cunningham, late commander of the private armed 
schooner of war PhoBnix, the owners of the said schooner, and 
any person or persons that may be justly deemed guilty of 
the seizure and captxne of the said John Garcia Duarti, with 
the said snow, her crew and cargo, or any ways aecoimtable 
for the same, for the benefit and further reparation of the 

10970—10 — a 



dbyGOOglC 



S80 Journals c^ Congress 

owners of tiie said snow: such prosecution to be at the 
ezpence of the United States.* 

Congress took into conedderation the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to devise means for the more effectual pre- 
venting and punishing the mpTriTig or uttering counterfeit 
paper bills, of the similitude of the bills of credit emitted by 
Congress; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall take and 
prosecute to conviction any person who shall prepare, en- 
grave, stamp, foi^, or print, or cause or procure to be pre- 
pared, engraved, stamped, forged or printed, the coimterfeit 
resemblance of any paper bilk of credit issued, emitted or 
made by Congress, or who shall counterfeit or sign the name 
or names of the ugners to any true bills to such counterfeit 
paper, with the intention that such counterfeit paper shall 
be passed in payments, or received as genuine and good bills, 
whether the same be so passed or received or not; or who 
shall pay or tender in payment any such counterfeit money, 
or deliver the same to any other person or persons, with an 
intention that such counterfeit paper be passed, paid or re- 
ceived, as and for good and genuine, knowing the same to 
be foiled or coimt«rfeited; upon every such conviction, and 
procining a certificate thereof, under the hands of the judges 
before whom such conviction shall be had, or either of them, 
such person or persons shall receive, of the continental loan 
officer of the State where such conviction shall be had, the 
sum of one fliouaand two thousand dollars in the present 
continental currency, which the said loan officer is hereby 
directed and required to pay out of any public money in his 
hands, and to charge the same to the United States.' 

' Tltifl report, in the vritiiig of Jtni Ingenoll, fa In the Papen <^At Oontmtntal 
Congntt, No. 19, II, folio 115. 

^Thiaieport, in the writing of ThomaaHcKeaD, ia in tho Paper* <^ tiie ContiaeiUal 
Congrttt, No. 28, foUo 1*3. 
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The cominittee on the memorial of W. Bingham, aad 

The Committee of Foreign Affurs delivered in reports. 
Tbeasurt Office June 19. 1780 

The Board having considered the letter from his Excellency Jona- 
than Trumbull Esqf Govemor of the State of Connecticut with the 
enclosed Act of the Assembly of said State, referred to them by 
Congress, beg leaTe to report, 

That the object of the aforesaid letter and Act of Assembly is 
anticipated, and already provided for in the resolution of Congress 
dated the seventeenth instant, ordering a Warrant to issue on John 
Lawrence Treasurer of the State of Connecticut in favor of Charles 
Pettit Assistant Quarter Master General on account of Nathaniel 
Greene Quarter Master General, for Six hundred thousand dollars.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE so, 1780 

A letter, of 18, from General Washington was read, ^th 
sundry papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the presi- 
dent and the supreme executive council of the State of 
Fensylvania, and recommended to their immediate con- 
sideration, and that they be requested as soon as posable, 
to inform the General of the measures taking for a compliance 
therewith, so far as the same respects the said State. 

That 80 much thereof as relate to a communication with 
file souUiem states be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office. 

A report from the Boutl of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Tbeasubt Otfioe June 17. 1780 
Whereas sundry peiBons employed under the immediate direction 
of this Board, in various departments, whose services cannot be dis- 
pensed with, and whose places cannot be supplied, are now called 
upon by the State to render their respective services in the field with 
others of the militia called into actual duty, 

' Thifl report la In the Papen of tha Cbntmonbil Congrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 361. 
■ Thia k«« is in the Popm (^ 1A« <7m(m«fUiiI QmsKH. No. 152, VIII, iolio 60S. 
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The Board beg leave to submit the following Seeolution 
Betolved, That the Board of Treasury be empowered to pay the 
fines, or otherwise indemnify all such persons as may be 
neceasarily employed in the business of the Treasuiy. 

Ordered, That on the applicaMon of Cbailee Pettit, as»stant 
quartermaster general, on account of Major General Nathaniel 
Greene, Q. M. G. accompanied with estimates approved by 
the B(»urd of War, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for three hundred thousand dollars, for the purpose 
of transporting necessary supplies from Trenton to the main 
army; 

And that another wamuit issue on John Stevens, treasurer 
of the State of New Jere^, for one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars (part of the monies raised in the said State 
for the use of the United States) to enable Daniel Marsh, 
deputy quarter master, to cover the like sum obtained from the 
said State and applied in the department of the said quarter 
master general, for both which sums the said quartermaster 
general is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Jacob Hiltzheimer, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer in his favour, for forty thousand 
dollars for the purpose of purchasing fon^ for the horses 
under his care, for which the said Jacob Hiltzheimer is to be 
accountable: 
The Board having considered the Memorial of ^dney Paul, referred 

tftmitt to tim. to them by Congress report, 

*'*^ That on the 2$*" day of September 1779 the Com- 

riuii jmmm. mjggiQjigjg gf accounts reported to Congress, that a 
Warrant issue in favor of George Morgan for eight thousand five 
hundred and sixteen dollars and thirty one ninetieths of a dollar, on 
the account exhibited to them by George Morgan aforesaid of the 
expenses of the Delaware Chiefs in which is included the demand set 
forth in the memorial aforesaid to which report the Board beg leave 
to refer Congress * 

' Thia report ia in the Paper* of the (kmtinenua Ccnyrtu, No. 136, IV, foUo 353. 
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Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to the memo- 
rial of Sidney Paul, together with the said memorial, be 
referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Walker, Mr. [Edward] 
Telf^ and Mr. [James] Henry. 

On motion of the delegates of South Carolina, pursu^it 
to an appHcafion from Governor Rutledge, stating the neces- 
sity he haa been under of purchasing many articles for the 
use of the troops since he left Charl^town, and requesting, 
as in the present situation of that State, he has no other 
means of paying for the same than by draughts on Congress, 
that his draughts may be honoured. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury, until the further 
order of Congress, be authorised to accept the bills drawn 
by Governor Rutledge for the above purpose, to be paid 
at the election of the holder, either in loan office certificates 
or in cash, with interest, as soon as the treasury shall be in 
condition; for which the State of South Carolina is to be 
accountable; and that the Board of Treasury, from time to 
time, lay before Congress an accoimt of all such draughts. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of ^^lliam Bii^ham; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred the memorial of W^ Bing- 
ham late Continental Agent in the French Islands in the West Lidies, 
having considered the same and examined M' Bingham touching the 
matters contained therein, are Humbly of opinion 

1- That the Tessel called the H<ype and her cargo claimed to be 
lawful prize by the owners of the private armed Ship 

Fti— ■<■ Pilgrim does not appear from the inspection of the 
papers to have been British property or subject to con- 
demnation as such. 

Resolved, That the general of Martinique, in ordering the 
cargo of the brig Hope to be sold, and the money to be de- 
ported in the hands of Mr. W. Bii^ham, till the l^ality of 
the capture could be proved, (no courts being at that time 



dbyGOOglC 



534 JoumaU oj Congress 

instituted for the determining of such controvemes ||cap- 
turesll in that island) shewed the strictest attention to the 
rights of the claimants, and the highest respect to the opinion 
of Congress: 

That Mr. W. Bingham, in receiving the same) only acted in 
obedience to the commands of the general of MarUmque, and 
in conformity with his duty as agent for the United States. 

Resolved, That Congress will defray all the expences that 
Mr. W. Bingham may be put to by reason of the suits now 
depending, or which may hereafter be brought against him 
in the State of Massachusetts Bay^ on accoimt of the brig 
Hope or her cargo, claimed as prize by the owners, master 
and mariners of the private ship of war called the Pilgrim. 

And whereas the goods of the said William Bii^ham, to a 
very considerable amount, are attached in the said suits now 
depending in the hands of the factors of the said W. Bingham, 
to his great injuiy: 

Resolved, That the general court of the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay, be requested to discharge the property of the said 
William Bingham from the said attachment; Congress hereby 
pledging themselves to pay all such sums of money, with 
costs of suit, as may be recovered against the s^d William 
Bii^ham in either or both the above actions. 

Resolved, That the navy council at Boston be directed to 
give such security, in the name of the United States, as the 
court may require, and to direct the counsel now employed 
by iSr. Bingham in the defence of the said actions.^ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Affairs, and thereupon came to the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Whereas Congress by their acts and proceedings of the 21, 
26 and 30th of October, 1779, did appoint, empower and 

■ This raport, in the writing of R<^>ert B. LivingBton, u ia the Papert 0/ At Conti- 
nmtai Cor^irat, No. 19, 1, folio 847. 
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commissionate the honble Henry Laurens, Esq., their agent in 
the United Provinces of the Low Countries, for obtwning 
loans of money on behalf of the United States of North 
Amedca; and whereas the said Henry Laurens hath been 
hitherto prevented &om proceeding on the buaness of his 
said agency, and no other p^son being authorised to transact 
the same until he, or some other appointed in his stead, shall 
r^>ur thither and undertake the execution thereof, a favomv 
able occasion of promoting the interests of these States may in 
the meantime be lost: 

Resolved, There/ore, that the honble. John Adams, Esq., 
now at Paris, be appointed, empowered and commissionated 
to repair to the said United Provinces of the Low Countries, 
and there to execute all and smgular the duties assigned to 
the said Heniy Laurens, m the acts and proceedii^ afore- 
said, relative to the borrowii^ of money on behalf ' of these 
States, until the s^d Henry Laurens, or some other person 
appointed in his stead, shall appear to undertake the execu- 
tion thereof. 

And whereas Congress, by their act of the 23d of Novem- 
ber last, did resolve that bills to the amount ther^ men- 
tioned should be drawn on the said Henry Laurens, part of 
which have been already sold and probably remitted : 

Resolved, That the said John Adams be authorised and 
instructed to accept such of the said bills as may be pre- 
sented previous to the arrival of the said Henry Laurens, or 
ol^er person appointed in his stead as aforesaid. That such 
of the stud biUs as shall be respectively proved by proper 
testimony to have been received in Holland, previous to the 
arrival of the said John Adams, shall be paid at the expira- 
tion of six months from the time they shall respectively have 
been received there, notwithstanding the six months sight at 

* Ftom this pcnnt the eatrieB ue made by Qeoige Bond, of the Secretary'H Office. 
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which they are drawn. That if, in the opinion of lb. Adama, 
the state of the business of his present commission aa min- 
ister plenipotentiary will not admit of his proceeding to 
Holland, or if at any time, by reason of any disability, he 
shall be prevented from proceeding therein, the honomrable 
Francis Dana, Esquire, be, and he hereby is, vested with the 
like powers; and that a conditional commission be sent to 
him for that purpose. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Foreign Affama and the 
Board of Treasiuy transmit to the said John Adams all 
papers and documents whatsoever necessary for his informar 
tion and direction in the premises.' 

THE 00HUI8SIOH TO JOHN ADAUS, BaqtTIKE. 

The United States of America in Congress assembled, to the 
Honourable John Adams, Esquire, Greeting. 

Whereas by our commismon to the honourable Heniy Laurena, 
esquire, bearing date the SOih day of October, in the year of 
our Lord, 1779, we have consUtuted and appointed him the said 
Hexiry Laurens, during our pleasure, our agent for and on behalf 
of the said United States, to negotiate a loan witii any person 
or persons, bodies poUtick and corporate: And whereas iixe said 
Henry Laurens has, by unavoidable accideDta, been hitherto 
prevented from proceeding on the said agency: We, therefore, 
reposing especial trust and confidence in your patriotism, ability, 
conduct and fidelity, do by these presents constitute and appoint 
you the said John Adams, until tdie said Henry Laurens, or 
some other person appointed in his stead, shall arrive in Europe, 
and undertake the execution of the aforesaid commission, our 
agent for and on behalf of the said United States, to negotiate 
a loan with any person or persons, bodies politick and corporate, 
promising in good fait^ to ratify and confirm whatsoever diall 
by you be done in the premises, or relating thereunto. 

Witness his excellency Samuel Himtington, esquire. President 
of the Congress of the United States of America, at Philadel- 

'Thia report, in the writiiig of WiQiain Cbuichill Hooston, b in the Papen of (Ac 
Cottimmtai Cmgntg, No. 25, 1, folio S16. 
Here Ghailea ThoinM»> resomei the enttiea. 



db,Google 



June, 1780 587 

phia, Uie 20th day of June, in tiie year of our Lord, 1780, and 
in the foartii year of our independence. 

Samubl HuNnNOTON, Preaidetit. 
Atteet. 
Chablbb Thouboh, Secretary. 

OOUKISSION -to FRANOtS DANA, BBQUIBB. 

The United States of America in Congress assembled, to 
Francis Dana, Esquire, Greeting. 

Whereas by our commission to the honourable Henry Laurens, 
esquire, bearing date the 30th day of October, 1779, we have 
constituted and appointed him the said Henry Laurens, during 
our pleasure, our agent for and on behalf of tiie United States, 
to negotiate a loan with any person or persons, bodies paliti<^ 
or corporate: And whereas the said Henxy Laurens having by 
unavoidable accidents been hitherto prevented from proceeding 
on hia said agency: We have by our commission bearing equal 
date herewith, constituted and appointed the honourable John 
Adams, esquire, until the said Heniy Laurens, or some other 
person appointed in his stead eball arrive in Europe, and undei^ 
take the execution of his aforesaid commission, oiir agent to 
negotiate a loan as aforesaid. 

And whereas it may so happen that the said John Adams, l^ 
reason of some disability arising from the stat« of the business 
of his present appointment, or otherwise, may be prevented 
from undertaking the execution of the said cotomission, or 
having undertaken it, from proceeding therein: We, therefore, 
reposing especial trust and confidraice in your patriotism, ability, 
conduct and fidelity, do by these presents constitute and appoint 
you the said Francis Dana, in the event of the disability of the 
said John Adams, as aforesaid, until the said Henry Laurens, 
or some other person appointed in his stead, shaU arrive in 
Elurope, and undertake tiie execution of the aforesaid commis- 
sion, our agent for and on behalf of the said United States, to 
n^otiate a loan with any person or persons, bodies poUtick or 
corporate, promising in good faith to ratify and confirm what- 
soever sh^ by you be done in the premises, or relating thereto. 

Witness, Ac. as before.* 

'"nieresolutioiia were also entered in the nuDiucript Secret Journal, Foreign 
AfEun. The commiiriana are taken from the printed Secret Journal. 
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The comimttee, to whom were referred the papers relative 
to loan office certificates, brought in a report, which was 
read. 

The Committee of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred 
tiie letter from Mr, Hemy, late governor of Vii^jnia, deliv- 
ered in a report. 

Adjourn^ to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE ai, 1780 

A lett^, of 20th, from C. Camp, q>eaker of the house of 



And one, of the 20th, from Governor livingston, of New 
Jersey, were read.' 

The committee to whom was referred the note from the 
hon. the Minister of France, brought in a report, which was 
read; and thereupon, 

The Conunittee appointed to consider and report upon the memorial 
of the KCnister of France, and the motion made by M' Livingaton for 
drawing out the military reaourcea of the United States. Humbly 
submit the following Resolutions. 

Resolved, That the Minister of France be informed that 
Congress have used every means in their power to fulfil their 
engagements of January last : that they have apportioned the 
quotas of the several states, and called upon them most 
earnestly to compleat the same ; that the surrender of Charles- 
town, and the diversion of our force to the southern depart- 
ment, together with the heavy loss sustained by fatigue and 
desertion in a long and toilsome march, have for the present 
considerably weakened the main army; that Congress have 
endeavoured to replace these deficiencies by demanding 
lai^e additional supplies of recruits and militia from the mid- 
dle and eastern states, to take the field by the first of July; 

> This letter Is in Uie Faperi of tie Cm^inmtal Gmgra*, No. 68, iolio 557. 
' TbiB letter ie in tbe Paper* of Oe CotOmtntal Congmt, No. SS, folio 563. 
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that th^ Inquests have been frequently reiterated in the 
stroi^est terms: that they have reason to believe that many 
of them are making great efforts to comply with their de- 
mand; and that they are not without well grounded expecta- 
tions that the importance of the occasion will awaken all to 
the most vigorous exertions; that Congress have demanded 
from each State immediate information of the measures they 
have adopted in consequence of their reqiusitions; that they 
hope to be thereby enabled more fully to satisfy the wishes 
of the Minister of France, relative to the matters contained 
in his memorial; that they do full justice to the solicitude of 
the Minister of France, for the advancement of the mutual 
interests of his most Christian Majesty and these United 
States, and see with pleasure, in the warmth with which he 
urges measures evidently calculated for the immediate advan- 
tage of these states, the intimacy of the imion between the 
allied powers. 

And whereas Congress did, in behalf of the United States, 
assure his most Christian Majesty, by their act of 31st 
January last, that they would brii^ into the field twenty five 
thousand men, exclusive of officers, and at the same time 
solicit a naval force to co-operate against the common 
enemy ; and whereas advice has been received from the Court 
of France, that his most Christian Majesty, in compliance 
with the solicitations of Congress, hath not only directed a 
considerable naval force to repair to North America, but hath 
subjoined thereto a respectable body of land forces; and 
whereas Congress in consequence of their ei^agements by 
their act of February last, did call on the several states to 
compleat their quota of troops to the establishment men- 
tioned in the said act; which quota they have since, from the 
disaster at Charlestown, found it necessary to increase, and 
have accordingly approved the requisitions of their com- 
mittee at head quarters; and whereas none of the states. 
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whose battalions were deficient, have yet sent on their re- 
cruits to compleat the same, nor afforded any assurances that 
the requisitions of Congress, and their committee, will be 
complied with; and whereas the execution of the above 
requisitions will be extremely hazardous and expensive, 
unless the farther demands of Congress and their committee, 
for provision, are punctually comphed with; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said states be requested explicitly, and 
without the least delay, to inform Congress how far they may 
rely upon their fumishii^ the several supplies of men, money 
and provisions called for by Congress or their committee at 
head quartera. 

And whereas the l^islatures of many of the United States 
are not now convened, though earnestly requested by Con- 
gress to continue their sessions, or to vest in some persons such 
powers as would enable them on the requisition of Congress 
or their committee, to draw forth the military resources of the 
State; and whereas Congress are not fully informed whether 
their magistrates are so empowered : 

Resolved, That the supreme executive ma^trate in each 
State, where the l^islature is not now convened, be requested 
immediately to inform Congress what measures they have 
taken, or are «npowered to take, in compliance with the 
above requisitions of Congress, in order that Congress, whose 
duty it is, may provide that effectual measures be taken that 
every State in the union contribute their quota to the com- 
mon defence. 

Resolved, That the executive magistrate of every State be 
requested to correspond weekly with the committee of Con- 
gress at head quarters, advising them of the measiures actually 
taken from time to time in pursuance of the above recited 
requisitions of Congress and their committee.' 

>Them raeolntioiia were (dm entered in the manuicript Secret (Domeetic) Jonnul. 
llie report , in the writmg of Robert B. UvingBtin, ifl in the Paperi o/ tA< ConJimntiil Cm- 
grat, No. 25, 1, lolio 319. The reaolutionB were transcribed in the Committee Book, 
178D, Fioceedinga of the Committee appointed the 13th of April, 1760, folio 7. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Affairs, to whom waa referred the letter of 
23d. May from P. Henry, Esq., late governor of Viipnia, 
directed to the del^;atea of that State, wherein they inform 
" that from the said letter and oth^ papers laid before them, 
as well as from the information of iSi. Geoige Anderson, the 
person mentioned in the said letter, they find that Mr. 
Arnold Henry Dohrman, merchant of Lisbon, hath from 
the commencement of the present war manifested a warm 
and steady attachment to the cause and interests of the 
United States; that he hath expended lai^e sums of money 
in carrying into practice schemes projected by him for assist- 
ing them with cloathing and warlike stores, as well as in 
supplying great numbers of American prisoners carried into 
the ports of the Kii^om of Porti^al, with money and all 
other necessari^ for their comfortable subsistance while 
there, and for their return to their own country by such routs 
as they preferred: that from the great wealth and influence 
and the favourable dispositions of the said Arnold Henry 
Dohrman, many benefits might be derived to these statra 
by enabling him to be more publickly and extensively useful 
under the sanction of authority from Congress; that the 
committee are assured the said Mr. Dohrman wishes for no 
sfdary or emolument for his services, but simply a repayment 
of his advances, when it shall be most convenient: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Arnold Henry Dohrman, of the city of 
Lisbon, merchant, be appointed agent for the United States, 
in the kingdom of Portugal, for the transaction of such 
affairs of the said States as may be committed to his 
direction. 

And whereas an intercourse and protection in the ports and 
harbours of the kingdom of Portugal would be of essential 
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advantage to the ships and subjects of these Stat^, and 
eveiy means ought to be used to obtain such privilege : 

Resolved, That the Bdlnister Plenipotentiary of these States 
at the Court of Madrid be instructed to make application in 
such mode as he in bis discretion may think most advisable 
for ascertaining the dispositions of the Court of Portugal, and 
to inform Congress whether any advantageous connection 
can be formed with that power, and what privU^es, if any, 
can be obtained for the subjects and ships of these States.' 

Ordered, That such parts of the letter from Mr. Henry, 
and of the consequent conmiunications as respect naval and 
commercial affairs, be referred to the Board of Admiralty 
and to the Committee of Commerce respectively. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
informing, " that a number of patriotic persons have formed 
a plan for the establishment of a bank, whose object is the 
public s^^ce; that the directors have applied to that 
Board to represent to Congress the desire of the company, 
that a committee of this body may be appointed to confer 
with the inspectors and directors on the subject to morrow 
morning: Whereupon,' 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed for the 
purp<»e above mentioned: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, iSi. [James] 
Duane, and Mr. [John Morin] Scott. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the papers relative to loan ofBce certificates, and 
having made some progress therein, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow, and that the House meet at nine 
o'clock. 

Adjourned to 9 o'CIock to Morrow. 



* Thii lettei is in the Paptn of Hit Ctyntmental Ctmipa; No. 148, 1, foUo 118. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE as, 1780 

Mr. Willie Jones, a delegate for North Carolina, attended 
and produced the credentials of the delegates of that State, 
which are as follows: 

The SoTereign and Lidependent State of North Carolina 

To the Honourable Willie Jones, Whitmill Hill, Thomas Burke, 

Allen Jones, William Sharpe, and Samuel Johnson Esquires 

Greeting 

We the said State reposing especial trust and confidence in your 
wisdom, Virtue and fidelity, do by these presents constitute and 
appoint you the said Willie Jones, Whitmill Hill, Thomas Burke, 
Allen Jones, William Sharpe and Samuel Johnson Esquires Dele- 
gates to represent this State in Congress agreeable to the rules and 
regulations established by Law; and we Ao hereby Test in you all 
the powers, authorities, righte, and priveledges appurtaining or belong- 
ing to this your appointment, you governing yourselTee from time 
to time agreeable to such orders as shall be transmitted to you by 
aathori^ of our General Assembly. 

Witness Abner Nash Esquire Oovemor Captain Oraieral and Com- 
mander in chief in and over the said State as given imder his Hand 
and the great Seal of the State this SOV* day of April Anno Dom. 
1780 and in the fourth year of our Independence. 

Signed A. Nash. 

with the great Seal appendant. 
By His Eicelly's Com? 

J. Qlasqow, 8ee.^ 

The del^ates for South Carolina laid before Congress a 
letter, of 24 May, from Governor Rutledge, of South Caro- 
lina, with sundry papers enclosed, which were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a conuuittee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, A&. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth and Mr. [James] Duane. 

' The originAl is in the Papen of tht Contmtntal Congrtn, Nortli Carolina, Ore- 
ntiali of D^tffoui, 
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A manorial from Tttlliam Story, clerk to the navy board, 
eastern department, was read: ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasiiry. 

A letter, of 19, from the committee at headquarters, 
enclosing a letter of the same date to them from the Com- 
mander in Chief, and a copy of a drcular letter, of that 
date, from the committee to the several states, from New 
Hampshire to Virginia, inclusive. ' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the papers relative to loan office certificates; 
after debate a motion was made by Mr. [James] Duane, 
seconded by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, that the farther consider- 
ation tha«of be postponed. 

And on the question for postponing, the yeaa and nays 
b^ng required by Mr. [Fred^ck A.] Muhlenbei^, 



Nvio Eampithvre, 






New Jersey, 






Mr. Folaom, 


no 


no 


Mr. Fell, 


no 




MasgaehuaeOa Say, 






Houston, 


no 


no 


Mr. Lovell, 


no 




Clark, 


no 




Holten, 


»y 


ay 








Ward, 


ay 




Mr. Armstrong, 


DO 




fitoie ia>f\d, 






Searle, 


no 




Mr. CoroaU, 


no 


no 


Muhlenberg, 


no 


no 


amnaHait, 






Mathtck, 


no 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Ingerso!, 


no 




Ellsworth, 


no 


no 


Delmoare, 






. SfaenuaQ, 


no 




Mr. McEean, 


no 


no 


fflwj Yorl, 






Maryland, 






Mr.DuuM, 


>y 




Mr. Hanson, 


no 


• 


Sdmyler, 


ay 


ay 









> This momoiul, dated Ifay 2S, 1780, u in the Pap»t of tin Chntmerual Congrttt, 
No. 41, IX, folio 106; the letter enclotiiig it is in No. 78, XX, folio 611. 

"rhislettaiBinthePap<rto/lA<amtin<n(i]J Congrat, No. 39, 1, folio SS. It wks 
transcribed in the Conunittee Book, 1780, Proceedings of the Committee appointed 
the 13*'' of April, 1780, folio 28. 
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Yvrginia, 
Mr. Henry, 
J. Jones, 
Madison, 
Walker, 
North, CartMna, 
Mr. W, Jones, 
HiU, 



Mr. Bee, 
Einloch, 
Qeorgia, 
Mr. Walton, 
Few, 






So it passed in the n^ative. 

Congieas proceeded in the consideratioii of the report, 
and a paragraph being und^ debate, viz. 

That the value of the bills when loaned shall be aacer^ 
tained by computing thereon a progressive rate of deprecia- 
tion, commencing with the day of &c. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Rmothy] Matlack, seconded 
by Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenbei^, that the blanks be filled 
with the " first March, 1778." On which the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [PhiUp] Schuyler, 

Pennsylvania, 



New nampahire, 

Mr. Folsom, 
Ma88achuaetta Bay, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Hotten, 
Ward, 
Rhode Island, 
Mr. Cornell, 
OonnseHeut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Ellsworth 
Sherman, 
New Yori, 

Mr. Schuyler, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 
dark, 
1CW70-10 35 



no }no 



ay }ay 



Mr. Armstrong, 


no 




Seule, 


ay 




MuUenberg, 


ay 


»y 


Matlack, 


ay 




Ingersol, 


«y 




Mr. McKean, 


ay 


ay 


Maryland, 






Mr. Hanson, 


ay 


• 


rvgima, 






Mr. Heuy, 


no 




Jones, 


no 




Madison, 


no 


no 


Walker, 


no 




North Oardina, 






Mr. W. Jones, 


no 




HiU, 


no 


no 
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8ov£K Carolina, 




Oimgia, 


Mr. Bee, 


Zhy 


Mr. Wnlton 


Einloch, 


Few, 



So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
seconded by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, that the blanJc be filled 
" first December, 1777." 

On which the yeaa and nays bdng required by Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean, 



New Hamp^iin, 






Delamn, 






Mr. Fobom, 


no) 


no 


Mr. McEean, 


ay} ay 


UdatachmemBity, 






Marylmd, 




Mr. LoTeU, 


no 




Mr. Hanson, 


ay}* 


Holten, 


no 


no 


T'iymii, 




Ward, 


no 




Mr. Henry, 


no 




Bioda Mand, 






J. Jones, 


no 




Mr. ComeU, 


no 


no 


Madison, 


no 


no 


ConnecHcat, 






Walker, 


no 




Mr. Himtington, 


no 




Nora ChrMva, 




Ellsworth, 


no 


no 


Mr. W. Jones, 


:}- 


Sherman, 


no 




Bill, 


Xea, Yorh, 






South OarMva, 




Mr. Schuyler, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Bee, 


ayi 


New Jersey, 






Einloch, 


ay)'^ 


Mr. Fell, 


no 








Houston, 


ay 


no 


Mr. Walton, 


""Uo 


Clark, 


no 




Few, 


nol"" 


Penngylvonia, 










Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 








Searle, 


ay 








Muhlenberg, 


ay 


ay 






Matlack, 


ay 








Ingersol, 


«y 











So it passed in the n^ative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Thomas] McEean, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, to fill the blank with " 10th 
September, 1777." 
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On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean, 



New Eampghire, 






VeU^uare, 






Mr. Folaom, 


no 


no 


Mr. McEean, 


ay} ay 


Miuaaehusetts Bai/, 






Uctniland, 




Mr. LoTOll, 


no 




Mr. Hanson, 


ay)' 


Holten, 


no 


no 


TxrgMa, 




Ward, 


no 




Mr. Henry, 


ay 




Rhcie Island, 






J. Jones, 


no 




Mr. ComeU, 


no 


no 


Madison, 


no 




Oormecticut, 






Walker, 


ay 




Mr. Huntington, 


«y 




Nordi Onrolina, 




Ellsworth, 


no 


no 


Mr. W. Jones, 


n:}-> 


Shermui, 


no 




Hill, 


Neu, Yorlc, 






SoirfA CcavUna, 




Mr. Schuyler, 


ay 


»y 


Mr. Bee, 


"^Uv 


NeiD Jersey, 






Kinlooh, 


ayl'y 


Mr. FeU, 


ay 




Seoiyio, 




Houston, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Walton, 


Z]-^^ 


Olurk, 


DO 




Pew, 












Mr. Armstrong, 


»y 








Sesrle, 


»y 








Muhlenberg, 


»y 


«y 






Matlack, 


ay 








Ingeraol, 


ay 











So the states were equally divided and the question was 
lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. fThomas] McKean, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, to insert " first September, 
1777," 

On which, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Folsom, 
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New Bampehire, 






DeUmare, 




Mr. FolBom, 


no 


no 


Mr. McKean, 


ay lay 


MoKoekuietti Bay, 






Miryland, 




Mr. LoTeU, 


no 




Mr.Hanaon, 


ay)' 


Holten, 


no 


no 


Tii^mui, 




Ward, 


no 




Mr. Homy, 


ay 


Skodt UUind, 






Madison, 


no ay 


Mr. ConuU, 


no 


no 


Walker, 


ay 


OomeetiaU, 






iTorA OmiitM, 




Mr. Huntington, 


sy 




Mr. W. Jones, 


nol 


EBsworth, 


no 


no 


Hill, 


no J 


Shemum, 


no 




SMaOarMa, 




Nm York, 






Mr. Bee, 


ayi 


Mr. Sdiuybr, 


•7 


ay 


Kinloch, 


ay)*^ 


New Jersey, 






Seotyio, 




Mr. Fell, 


ay 




Mr. Walton, 


ZW 


Houiton, 


aj 


ay 


Few, 


aark. 


no 








Peimeffivama, 










Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 








Sesrle, 


ay 








Muhlenberg, 


ay 


ay 






Matlack, 


ay 








IngeiBoI, 


ay 









So it was resolved in the a£5nnfltive. 

Ordered, That the farther conaderation of the report be 
postponed till to morrow. 

The committee, appointed to confer with the inspectors 
and directors of the proposed bank brought in a report, 
which was read a totang -f 

That tho gentlomon appointed ' to - oonf og with the oom - 
mittoot oommnnioQ i tod to them a plan fo f - tho ootoblioh 
» oa fe- of a banh fog - the eolo pitrpoBO of fmmi a bing and 
fcp anapoFting on tho -ef odit -a ad b y tho OHOgtiona of tho 
e ubBoriboW) thre e million s of ratioBg and throo hundjed 
bc^Bhood s of warn for - tb ft a s o of tho oipmy. 

* From this pcdut the entries aie nude by Gecage Bond, of the Secratsry'B Office. 



db,Google 



June, 1780 649 

Thot - tho oommittoo vopo in tho oaid oonft a onoo in 
fogmod that oubooribore g tamd ftlfoady ongagod te s uppo rt 
tho oofld 4>ftnk to tho nmoiint of two hundi^d and aoTonty - 
Ato thoBflond pound s , PonoylyaniQ oum p onoy j nnd tha fc 
tboro is no doubt but tbnt - auoh furthor e um g ao will - b e 
noooaottpy to its ewdit nnd tho objoot of ita oBtobli fl hmont 
mil bo ohoopfuUy Bubaoribod. - 

¥ hftt this liborol ofFop at a oonjunotujO ' whon tho ofForta 
of tho otato s haTo not ppoduood traffieio a t aupplio s , i e 
oquoJly Qoaoonabl e and praioowopthy. 

That ao tho oubooriboio moan no t to dorivO ' to - thorn 
boItoo tho loaot privato g ain fgom thoia ? pa t riotie oKortion s , 
00 it io tho opinion of tho oommittoo, that - ^ t oy ei^bt to 
bo fully indomnified - a g ainat any looo or - eH p ca t oo - witb 
whioh it may bo att e nd e d t 

The committee also laid before Congress the plan of the bank, 
communicated to them at the said conference, which being 
read, Congress thereupon came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas a number of the patriotic citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, have communicated to Congress a liberal offer, on their 
own credit and by their own exertions, to supply and trans- 
port three millions of rations and 300 bedheads of rum for 
the use of the army, and have established a bank for the sole 
piirpose of obtaining and transporting the s^d supplies, 
with greats facility and despatch; and whereas on the one 
hand the associators, aninmted to this laudable exertion by 
a dedre to relieve the public necessitira, mean not to derive 
from it the least pecuniary advantage, so on the other it is 
just and reasonable that they should be fully reimbursed 
and indemnified: therefore, 

Reaolv^, unanimmtsly, That Congress entertain a high 
sense of the liberal offer of the said associators to rajse and 
transport the before mentioned supplies for the army, and do 
accept the same as a distinguished proof of their patriotism. 
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Resolved, That the faith of the United States be, and the 
same hereby is pledged to the subscribers to the said bank, 
for their effectual reimbursement and indenmity in the 
premises. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to de- 
posit in the said bank, bills of exchange in favor of the 
directors thereof, on the ministers of these United States, 
in Europe, or any of them, and in such sums as shall be 
thought convenient, but not to exceed in the whole one him- 
dred and fifty thousand pounds sterling; that the s^d bills 
are to be considered not only as a support of the credit of 
the said bank, but as an indemnity to the subscribers for all 
deficiencies of l<»se8 and expences which they may sustain 
on account of their said ei^agements, and which shall not, 
within six months from the date hereof, be made good to 
them out of the public treasury; and in case of f^ure, such 
a proportion of the said bills as shidl be requisite to make 
good the said deficiency, shall be n^otiated for that pur- 
pose by the said directors, and the residue thereof returned 
into the treasury. 

Resolved, That upon representation made that the bank 
stands in need of occaaontJ asustance, Congress will advance 
as much of their ciurent money as can be spared from other 



Resolved, That a standing committee of CTongress be ap- 
pointed to confer with the officers of the said bank, as occar 
mm may reqmre: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [James] 
Duane, and Mr. [John Morin] Scott.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 

' This report, in the writiiig of James Duane, it in the Paj>en oflht OmHntrUal Con, 
gnu, No. 20, II, folio 65. 
* Hera Cbvlee Thomson resumea the eatriea. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1780 

Mr. [John] Henry, a delegate from Maiyland, attended and 
took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 20, from General Washington was read. 

A letter, of 15, from Governor Jefferson, of Yix0ras^ was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office. 

A letter, of 2, from Doctor D. Oliphant, at Charlestown, 
South Carolina ; 

And a letter, of 21 May, from Bngadier Lachlan Mclntoeh 
at the same place, were reEid: 

Ordered, That the former be referred to the Medical Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by &&. J[oeeph] 
Jones, 

Ordered, That an extract of the letter, of 20, from General 
Washington, be sent by express to each of the states, from 
New Hampshire to Maryland, inclusive, and that the execu- 
tive powers be most earnestly requested to forward on the 
supplies of men and proviEdons with the utmost expedition, 
and transmit to Congress and the committee at head quarters, 
with all possible despatch, an account of the proceediogs of 
their rrapective states, on which the Commander in Chief can 
rely, and by which he may be enabled to regulate his future 
operations. 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to cloathing, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 22d, from Major General Lincoln, was read, 
" informing Congress of his arrival in Riiladelphia, and that, 
stimulated by the double motive of regard to the honor of 
Congress and his own reputation, he embraces the earUeet 
opportunity of requesting that, agreeably to the resolution 
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of 28 November, 1777, an enquiry may be immediately made 
into the causes of the lose of Chailestown, which has been 
announced to Congress, and into bis conduct as principal 
officer at that poet when it was given up;" Whereupon,' 

Resolved, That the Conmumder in Chief be directed, as 
soon as circumstances shall admit, to cause an enquiry to be 
made into the loss of Charlestown, in South CaroUna, and into 
the conduct of the said Major General Lincoln, late com- 
manding officer in the southern department, and cause the 
proceedings of the court of enquiry to be laid before Congress. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Onlered, That on the application of Ezeldel Forman, com- 
mis»oner of the Board of Treasury, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favoiu:, for thirty thousand dollars, on 
account of his salary.' 

That on the application of Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the committee at 
headquarters, for ten thousand dollars, for which the said 
committee is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. [James] Duane, a del^ate 
for the State of New York, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favour, for fifteen thousand dollars, for which the said 
State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Charles Fettit, assistant quarter 
master general, on account of Major General Greene, Q. M. G., 
accompanied with an estimate from the Board of War, a 
warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, for one hundred 
thousand dollars, for the purpose of collecting and forward- 

> Waahingtcm'B letter is in the Papen oj '^ Contfnmtui Congnu, No. 152, Till, 
folio ei6. It i« printed in tlie Wn^Aivg* of WaMn^wn (Foid), VIII, 315. leSenon's 
letter is in No. 71, I, folio 363; Hclntoih'a letter Is in No. 162, folio 297; Lincoln's 
lettei Is in No. 158, fdio 443. 

■ This puagnph is In the Papers ojikt GmtmnAii Qangtm, No. 138, IT, folio 323. 
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ing horses to camp; and for which the said Nathaniel Greene 
is to be accountable. 

That on the application of James Stevenson, clerk in the 
War Office, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, for 
three thousand dollars, on account of his salary.^ 

That on the appUcation of Ephraim Blaine, commissaiy 
general of purchases, accompanied with an estimate approved 
by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his 
favom-, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be appUed in 
the department of the said commissary general; and for 
which he is to be accountable. 

That on the application of the Board of War, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, pay- 
master to the Board of War and Ordnance, for fifty seven 
thousand five himdred dollars, to enable the said Board to 
reimburse the like sum advanced by Mr. [Francis] Kinloch, 
for the purpose of expediting the Maryland troops on their 
march to ^e southward; tmd for which the said Joseph 
Carleton is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Richard Bache, postmaster 
general, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, for 
twenty thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of Peter Baynton, comptroller for 
the general Post Office, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for ten thousand dollars on accoimt of his salary. 

That on the application of James Bryson, surveyor of the 
general post office for the middle district, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favour, for ten thousand dollars, on 
account of his salary.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 27 
May, from President Weare, of New Hampshire, broi^t in 
a report; Whereupon, 

>Th]< report is in tliePap«rto/[A« Contmentat Congnu, No. 136, IV, folio 361. 
*Tbianport is in the Papers o/tfte CanHnaibU Conf/rtu, No. 136, IV, toUo 36S, 
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Resolved, That the honorable M. Weare, President of New 
Hampshire, be informed, that the pressing exigencies of the 
United States will not admit of the least deduction from the 
public revenue at present; that Congress cannot now liqui- 
date the accounts of New Hampshire or any other State with 
the United States; but that due attention will be paid to the 
claims of New Hampshire whenever the circumstances of 
public affairs of a more serious nature will enable them to 
take them into consideration.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter from Gov- 
ernor Rutledge, brought in a report; whereupon Congress 
came to the foUowing resolution: 

Whereas it has been reported, in order to seduce the citi- 
zens of South Carolina and Georgia from their all^iance to 
these United States, that a treaty of peace between America 
and Great Britain was about to take place, in which those 
two States would be ceded to Great Britain: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said report is insidious and 
utterly void of foundation. 

That this Confederacy is most sacredly pledged to support 
the liberty and independence of every one of its members; 
and, in a firm reliance on the divine blessing, will unremit- 
tingly peraevere in their exertions for the establishment of 
the same, and also for the recovery and preservation of any 
and every part of these United States that has been or may 
hereafter be invaded or possessed by the common enemy.' 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Committee on 
the Post Office, in the room of Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, who is 
absent: 

The member chosen, Mr. [John] Walker. 

' Thia raport, in the writdng of Thomaa McEmo, la in the Fapvt of Ac Gontinmtal 
Cmgrat, No. 20, 1, folio 6. 

■ Thia raport, in the writing of Thomas Bee, la in the Paptn nftht Ccntinental Cot^ 
grtH, No. 20, 11, lolio 3M. An extract from Rutledge'e letter is oa fsiia 396. 



db,Google 



June, 1780 565 

iCesoived, Thatamemberbeadded to the Board of Treasury, 
in the room of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, who is absent: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Board of War, 
in the room of Mr. [John] Mathews, who is of the committee 
at headquarters: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Artemas] Ward. 

Congress proceeded to the election of two conmussionera 
of the Board of Admiralty, and the ballots being taken, 

Mr. William Elleiy and Mr. Thomas Woodford were elected . 

A motion waa made by the delegates for Massachusetts 
Bay, to empower the President, with the advice of the council, 
to draw warrants on the deputy paymaster general in that 
State, for the payment of wages due to artificers, &c. in the 
continental service. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 34, 1780 

The Committee on the Post Office, to whom was referred 
the petition of Gliarles Freeman, brought in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with the papers 
enclosed, be referred to the Board of Treaaury. 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
communication of the Minister of France, and the lett^ of 
18 May, from Mr. Carabasse, of Cape Francis, brought in a 
report, which was read; Whereupon, 

That it appears to your Committee a reiy considerable quantity 
of Merchandize belonging to the United States as also the materials 
for completely equipping two Frigates of 36 gons each are in the 
hands of If Carabasse at Cape Francois. 

l^iat the said merchandize consists princip^j of cloths, limien, 
bhtnkets and other articles necessaiy for the Army to a considerable 
amount and as your Committee have not the means of bringing those 
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effects from Cape Francis having no public veeatHa under their direc- 
tion, they therefore submit the foUoiring Resolution. 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiialty be directed to oider 
one of the continental frigates to proceed as soon as possible 
to Cape Francois, and to take on board all such public goods 
and stores as Mr. Caiabasse may have in his bands to ship; 
and proceed therewith to Delaware or Ghesapeak Bay.^ 

The Medical Committee brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be authorised to 
take proper measures for the sustenance and rehef of the 
sick in this city, as well belon^ng to the army and navy of 
these States, as to those of our ally. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from the 
chambers of accounts, respecting certain directions given to 
them by the Board of Treaemy, report, 

"That, by the ordinance for establishing a Board of Treas- 
ury and the proper officers for managing the finances of these 
United States, passed the 30 day of July, 1779, the Board of 
Treasury are entrusted with the geno^ superintendance of 
the finances of these United States, and are required to see 
that all public debtors are brought to accoimt, frauds de- 
tected, and defaulters punished; they are likewise empowered 
to instruct in their duty all officers concerned in the finances 
and accoimts, and to suspend any of th^n for negligence or 
misdemeanor, until the pleasure of Congress shall be known; 
where objections shall be discovered agiunst the reports of 
the commissioners or auditors, the Bo£^ of Treasuiy are to 
correct their errors; and where the commissioners or auditors 
may be in doubt, to instruct them; and it is provided, that 
all orders and instructions to the chambers of accounts and 

* This iceolutioii wu also entered in the mimascript Secret (Domestic) lounuL 
The report, in the wiitbg of Junes Qeeiie, is in tho Paptn <tf Hit QonHneaial Ooi^ 
gntt. No. 81, folio 217. 
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Buditora of the army, sIuUl be communicated through the 
auditor general/' 

From this review of the ordinance the committee observe, 

' ' That the Board of Treasury are made immediately respon- 
dble for the settlement of the public accounts, and that they 
are invested with a general superintending power over the 
cbambera of accounts; tha t tboy bnvo ft right to oooign 
TOO B onab i o bomro of offioo to tbo - poopootivo ohftmbor s fog 
tho doapatob ol tbopub t io businooo whioh ought to - be 
pttblioly notified — that tteeeuntanto - may bo infogmo d 
that it is necessary to the execution of this high trust, 
that reasonable hours of office be assigned by the cham- 
bers, and publicly notified, that the Board of Treasury, as 
well as the public accountants, may know when to have 
recourse to them for the despatch of business; that the Board 
of Treasury, being expressly required to call public debtors 
to account, and to detect frauds, authority to direct the set- 
tlement of one accoimt in preference to another, is necessarily 
implied; and it is the duty of the chambers to inform the 
B<wd of Treasury, whenever required, of their progress in 
the settlement of any of the public accounts." 

"It is also the opinion of the committee, that the said 
chambers are boimd to observe such general instructions, 
for correcting errors, removing doubta, and facilitating the 
settlement of the public accounts, as shall be given to them 
by the Board of Treasury, conforming themselves, as far 
as posEuble, to fixed and established rules for administering 
justice equally and impartially between accountants and 
the public." ' 

Revived, That Goi^ress agree to the sud report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

' This report, in the writisg of James Diutne, la in the Papm of tA« ComxMniid 
Congrett, No. 26, foUo 16fi. 
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MONDAY. JUNE 36, 1780 

A letter, of 21, from Major General Gates was read. 

A letter, of 22, from President Rodney of the State of 
Delaware, was read, infoTming Congress of the measm^ 
taken by the l^islature of that State, in pmBuance of the 
resolutions of Congress and requisitions of the committee 
at headquarters. 

A letter, of 23, ht>m Mr. [N^athaniel] Peabody, one of the 
committee at headquarters was read. 

A lett^, of 26, from W. Ellery was read, »gnifying his 
acceptance of the office of commissioner of the Board of 
Admiralty.' 

A letter, of 24, from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wab Office, June IS4, 1780. 
Sib: 

We beg leave to represent to Congress the indiapensible necessity 
of our being inunediatelj furnished with fifty thousBJid doUara for 
a purpose which we beg we may be excused from explaining at 
present; hoping that so small a sum will be confided to our dis- 
posal; especially when we assure Congress that the grant we request 
is essentially neceeaary for the service.* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for fifty thousand dollars, for which the said 
Board is to be accoimtable. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Paca and C. Griffin, two 
of the judges of the Court of Appeals, was read. 

A letter, of "22, from Major General B. Lincoln was read:' 

> Gatefl'B letter is In the Paptn of tht Ccmtinmtai Cortgns*, No. 154, II, folio 206; 
Rodney's letter in in No. 70, folio 737; Peabody'a letter is in No. 78, XVIII, folio 299; 
EUery'B letter ia in No, 78, VIII, folio 347. 

■ Tbia letter is in the Papen 0/ the ContineMul Congreu, No. 148, I, foUo 121. 

* Pacft and Qriffln'a letter ia in the Paptrt oftht Contmcnwl Congrat, No. 78, XVIII, 
fcUo 307; Llncoln'B letter ia ia No. 158, folio 439. 
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Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to money be 
referred to the Board of Treasury; 

That so much as relates to general exchange of prisoners 
be referred to the Commander in Chief, and the remainder 
to the Board of War. 

A memorial of Joseph Baeden was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [James] 
Lovell and Mr. [Jared] Ingersol. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Offiob, June SO, 1780. 

Present Col' Pickering M^ Feteia Col GraTson. 

Col. Armand, having represented to the Board that &K du Couture 
had served from its formation, as a Tohmteer in the l^on of the 
late Count Pulaski — that the Count in consideration of his merit, 
did in July 1779, appoint him to do the duty of a Comet and order 
him to be obeyed as such in the Legion; and that he has ever since 
acted in that capacity; and Col. Armand having also recommended 
him to be appointed, The Board beg leave to report 

Resolved, That Monsieur du Gonture be appointed a cor- 
net in the legion commanded by Colonel Armand, to take rank 
as such from the last day of July, 1779, when he was ap- 
pointed by the late General Count Pulaski to do the duty of 
comet in the l^on then under his command." 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. 
[K(^^] Sherman, 

Resolved, That the instructions of the general assembly 
of Maryland to their delegates in Congress, respecting the 
Articles of Confed^ntion, entered on the Journal, the 2lBt 
of May, 1779, and the declaration therein referred to, also 
the act of the legislature of New York on the same subject, 
read the 7th of March last; and the remonstrance of the 

■ This memorial, dated Tone 2e, 1780, is in the Paper* of (h» Ckntintntdl Cortgnu, 
No. 41, 1, folk) 287. 
*TIua report is in tliePapovq/'tb OontmenUd OmfrtM, No. 147, FV, folio 889. 
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general assembly of Yirginia, presented and read the 28 
April last, be referred to a committee of five, who are to con- 
sider and report their opinion thereon, so far as they respect 
the western frontiers mentioned in the said instructions: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. John Henry, 
Mr. J{oseph] Jones, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. W[lllie] 
Jones. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury on the memorial of Sidney Paul, brought 
in a report, which being read; 

The Committee to whom wbs referred the memorial of Sidney 
Paul, hare according to order, had the same under consideration, 
and have agreed upon the followii^ Report and BeeolutioDs. 

It appears to your Committee that the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs by their order of the 3*' of June 1779, directed Col George 
Motf^an to liquidate the account of ezpences incurred by the Indian 
diieh while in Philadelphia, which was liquidated accordiagly and the 
Memorialist's claim was included as part thereof — amounting in the 
whole to 8516H doUais. 

That the said Morgan paid the Memorialist part of her debt, but 
tiiere remained due to her the sum of £399 15«. 9d., equal to 1063H 
dollars: but it does not appear out of what monies such payment 
was made, no warrant having issued for the payment thereof. Where- 
upon your Conmiittee came to the following resolution ; 

Re$6lved, That a warrant issue in favor of the said Memorialist 
for 1063)} dollars and for the further sum of 2127U dollars amount- 
ing in the whole to 3190 dollars — in full of her demand. And — 

That another warrant issue in favor of the said Col Geo: Morgan 
for 7463 dollars to reimburse, or enable the said Moi^an to pay the 
balance of the said Account of ezpences, incurred by the said Dela^ 
ware Chiefe, and for which the said Morgan is to be accountable.* 

' This report, in de writing of Junes Henry, ia in the Paptn of the CoiUumUat 
Oangrttt, No. 19, V, folio 66. Thomson noted ftt foot: "Tbeftbovo read Jane 26^ 
1780 and pos^Kmed." In No. 136, IV, Edio 35S, is the following, also in Hcofjr'B 
hand: 

Th g C 5im aitt ee tP . wa m i . nr M w fawed tbe wpon of t ho Bo M d of ' T t o a wiiy i on th » 
B >OBaori <J of Si dn e y PM lrfa' * »*« w> i dit^ . t e'.w> d w^ b a d tto wmo mid a r thni> ooiwtrt 
nr tlirm i a nii hnvn t h n n ri i pim i i( r-ffrd tfrthtt fnl l tn rin c Bnirn r ti nnd "R'nmili i tir a n 

li n ninniiifn im ii r i r i ni l fr t*"* ~" '^- ''~1 -*-- -'j — TTfl* * — o'l 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of George Moi^n, for eight thousand five hundred and six- 
teen dollars and 31/90, in full of his account exhibited for 
ezpencea of the Delaware Chiefs, (in which is included the 
demand set forth in the memorial aforesaid) ; and for which 
sum the said G. Morgan is to be accountable. 

A memorial from Baron de Benyoxiski was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be dismissed. 

A letter, of 23, from the Governor of Maryland; and 

One, of the same date, from the president of the senate 
and speaker of the house of delegates of the said State, were 
read." 

Whereas it is represented by the Medical Committee, that 
difficulties arise in the hospital department, from the arrest 
of the director general: 

Resolved, therefore. That the Medical Committee be and 
they are hereby authorised to take proper measures for car- 

**!" irTrm r ri al ift ti i ir gi im tl lAtfi intll a wr fnr n Pnlr ' \-r nnirt , i ^iijt thn T^ ni trj 

Bt a tiw i ti M i nri l hy ] i F o yirl i ^ ftw tiin Pnlmn if n r rhi nfa Trhnn i n Ph ilnrinl p hini" 

''^■t IhiT "ifrrnii i Bininnw fitr Tniinn nff ni m tij- t h f i r r rHrr nT t h n ?f n l li mii ITTfl rti 
too t oi^oh ' Goo. Moi g mtollquidatot i hooMpnno i ioof t i bo H inid - Chiobwliiph wn a ooc afd- 
jrel ) ' ' itnno i tho momo iw Mi jt ^ a o e oont boin g po i t thoropf nmountin e in » ho wholo t o 
U l % 8 1JD0 Pollnwi 

T ha t th » ai d Moipm p a id t Jl thff uppoimt ^ ^ -t bo nx^ori a lirt oiwpt tho abovo 
hal i nooj tu t i X d<w mrt-ft pp B W to yow C c a Ba itt aw o wt c t w iw t b 



JW M w a n t hav i n g Mrood'tOT tho|w q !inont thofi>ttf » WhOwn i p a ai y n w i X'oro ' 



t ho wkflJo t o 8 )0 8 Polla w i d full of h<g a ooounti a nd 

T hai a m a d iM w — w t m w w o b t b« Tw ai wiOT in favom of Col ,. Goo i g » Maiga n ht 
TlUfl 1H/gn r nl l n w i l inti ^ Cli(i nwi rli i n a t t fc n wid nrnfuml n f r ii)iiiniicw iii n i i m iil h y tho 
Pnla t r a w Ghiofb i tta whiob t h o M Jd Momao b t o bo a ooonntahlo. 

■ Thu naauaiii, undated, ia in the Paptn of Itit CanttTttnUd CongrtiM, No. 41, 1, 
lolio 201. 

* The letter from the governor is in the Papen of the ContmtrUal Congnu, No. TO, 
folio 391; that of the preddent of the senate and speaker of the house of delegates on 
ItdioSSS. 

10970—10 3C 
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Tying on the business of the said department, and that all 
medical gentlemen and others attached to the said depart- 
ment, pay obedience to the orders of the s^d committee. 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That upon the application of Ephraim Blaine, 
commissary general of purchases, accompanied with an esti- 
mate approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, for one hundred thousand dollars, to 
be applied in the department of the s^d conmiissuy genrasl; 
and for which he is to be accountable. 

That on the application of the Medical Committee, a war- 
rant issue on Abraham Yat^, comnussioner of the continen- 
tal loan office for the State of New York, in favour of Robert 
Johnson, assistant director of the hospitals in the northern 
department, on account of Jonathan Potts, purveyor general 
of the military hospitals, for the sum of fifty thousand dol- 
lars, one half of which, payable in loan office certificates, and 
the other half In current money of the United States, to be 
applied in the department aforesaid; and for which the said 
Jonathan Potts is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That the warrant issued in pursuance of the order 
of May 12, 1780, on Gerard Bancker, treasurer of the State 
of New York, in favour of William Palfrey, paymaster gen- 
eral, for two hundred and thirty seven thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty three dollars, be cancelled and lodged in the 
auditor general's office, for which sum credit is to be ^ven 
to the said William Palfrey in the treasury books.^ 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of William Storey, report, That it is expedient to defer 
making the said William Storey any allowance for past 
services, until general rules shall be established by Congress, 
relieving against the effects of depreciation:' 

1 This raportu in tbe Paper* o/'tAa Continmlal Cimgriu, No. 136, IV, [olio 367. 
^TtdanpcatiaiathoPapeTtofthe Cemtmmtal Cot^fresi, No. 136, IV, folio 365. 
*Thi8ie^ortiBinthePap«r(o/(A« ContinetUai Congreu, Ho. 136, IV, folio 367. 
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B^^lved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on loan office certificates, and having made some 
progress therein: 

Ordered, That the farther con^deration thereof be post- 
poned. 

Resolved, That the committee, appointed to superintend 
the publication of the Journals of Congress, be empowered to 
cause the Journal of 1779 to be immediately reprinted in one 
volume, omitting the yeas and nays. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 37, 1780 

A lettOT, of 3, from Marquis de Br^tigny, at Martinique; 

One, of 23 [24], from the committee at headquarters, endos- 
ing a copy of a circular letter to the states; and, 

One, of 17 May, from Brigadier DuFortail, at Charles- 
town, were read.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury waa read : 

Tbbasubt Ofpiob June S6^ 1780 

The Board of Treasury haTing taken into their consideration a 
letter from the Board of War dated the 22*? inatant with an inclosure 
from Ch&rleB Fettit, and another from John Cox assistant Quarter 
Master General, demanding one million forty fire thousand dollars 
to make the necessary provision to enable Gteneral Washington to 
move bis army; find themselves constrained to lay them before 
Congress for their consideration and to inform them, that it is utterly 
out of the Power of the Board to make any proviaion for this demand, 
the Treosuiy of the United States at this time being totally 
exhausted. 

The Board beg leave further to represent that for some time past 
the Commissioners of the several Continental Loan offices in the 

> De BritigDy'B lettw is In the Papai oflht Conlintntal CongraM,No.78, III, folio 
469; Duportail'a in No. 164, folio 350. The letter from the Cominittee Kt Headquor- 
ten, dated the 24t^, U in No. 39, 1, folio 96; it iras transcribed in the CoDunittee Book, 
1780, Fioceedinga of the Committee appointed the 13^ of April, 1780, folio 2S. 
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respective States, have received but very little money into their 
o£^;es beyond wh&t is neceesaiy to pay off the daily demands of 
interest upon them — the office in Boston only excepted. That the 
only Resources to supply the Treasury with money to carry on 
the War, are in the Taxes to be gathered in try the States and in 
the disposal of Bills of Exchange on Spain. For the satisfaction 
of (Tongress a list of the Kespective Balances due from the several 
States for Taxes is inclosed upon which it is unnecessary to say 
more than that many of the warrants, on the States heretofore 
granted on this fund are yet unsatisfied, and no one Treasury appears 
to be in a condition to supply immediately any sum. That from 
the sale of Bills of exchange but a small sum has been yet deposited 
in the Treasury. In this situation the Board know not which way 
to turn themselves to afford any relief to the daily pressing deman<^ 
made on them from many quarters and can only look up to Congress 
to be enabled to provide for them. 

I^t of Balances due by Individual States To the United States 
for their respective quotas of the Continental Tax, as assessed by 
Congress for the yeais 1778, 1779, and the months of January 
and February, 1780 

New Hampshire 1,700,000 

Massachusetts Bay 4,531,351.60 

Rhode Island 270,982 

Connecticut 1,538,742.27 

New York 2,252,667 

New Jersey 3,622,666.60 

Penn^lvania 6,366,995.30 

Delaware 120,000 

Maryland 6,197,466.60 

Viiginia 8,343,689.16 

North Carolina 4,230,000 

South Carolina 6,350,000 

Georgia 

Dollars 45, 623, 460. 72 
Auditor General's Office 26 June 1780 

Ja.'. Milligan A. G> 

* Ttiis ropcart and list are in the Papen <^ On Comintntal Congnu, No. 136, IV, 
fdio 371 and S7S. Th« total abould be .62 instatd ol .72. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. John 
Henry, Mr. [James] Diume, Mr. [Jared] Ingersol and Mr. 
[Artemaa] Ward. 

The Board of Treasury report, "That Gerard Bancfcer, 
treasurer of the State of New York, hath in consequence of 
advice from this Board, deposited in the treasury, the sum 
of one hundred and e^hty three thousand dollars, in loan 
office certificates, to be applied to the credit of that State, 
in part payment of its quota of taxes; which certificates 
were issued by Derrick Ten Broek, commissioner of the 
continental loan office in the said State, and delivered to 
the aforesaid Gerard Bancker, in lieu of so much money 
pfud into the said office of the emissions of May 20, 1777, 
axkd. April 11, 1778, which certificates are dated, the 14 May, 
1779 and niuubered as follows, viz. 

10 certificates N 58 to 67, inclusive, each 10,000 100,000 

12 ditto 109 to 120 5 000 60,000 

5 ditto 137 to 141 4 000 20,000 

1 ditto 221 3 000 3 000 



Dollars 183,000 

"That in pursuance of the resolution of Congress of the 
second day of January, 1779, the sfud State should be credited 
for the aforesaid sum of one hundred and eighty three thou- 
sand dollars, and the entry to bear date on Uie 14 day of 
May, 1779, which is the date of the certificates: That the 
said certificates should be cancelled and transmitted to the 
office from whence they issued, to be filed." ^ 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on loan 
office certfficates, and the same bang gone through, having 

■ Tliia report is in the Papen of lAa Oimttnen/al Congnu, No. 136, IV, (olio 869. 
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been debated by paragraphs, when the question was about 
to be put, 

Oa motion of Mr. John Henry, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Duane, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

The dologfttoo fo> Now Jorooy laid boforo Congpoao an 
not paoood by tho logialfttujo of that B toto, i n - paf s u ft no e 
of tho fOQolution s of CongFOoa, of 1 8 Mojoh Inot ! 

O ftfert !rf, - Tbftt 4 fe bo wjfogFod to tho Boafd of TVoftouiyi 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE a8, 1780 

A letter, of 27, from the Board of Admiralty was read, 
enclosii^ a letter, of 26, from Captun A. Whipple: 

Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board of 
Admiralty. 

A petition from Thomas Jones and others was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell and Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenbei^. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on loan office certificates, when a motion was 
made by Mr. James Henry, seconded by Mr. [William] Few, 
that the further consideration thereof be postponed. 

And on the question for postponing, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. John Heniy, 









OonneeHcut, 


Mr. Folaom, 


no 


no 


Mr. Huntington 


UmMkautltt Btiy, 






Ellsworth, 


Mr.LoreU, 


no 




Sherman 


Holton, 


no 


no 


NewYori, 


Ward, 


no 




Mr. Duane, 


ghode lalatid, 






New Jersey, 


Mr. ComeU, 


no 


no 


Mr. Fell, 

dark, 



do) no 
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North Carolina, 


Mr. SeulB, 


Dol 


Mr. W. Jonea 


Muhlenberg, 


-"no 


Hill, 


Matlsck, 


no 


SotUh Carolina, 


logersol. 


no 


Mr. Bee, 


Utrylmd, 




Kinloch, 


Mr. Henry, 


Zh 




Hanaon, 


Mr. Telfair, 


Fwyinia, 




Few, 


Mr. J&mea Henry, 


ay 






J. Jones, 


no 






Madiaon, 


no 


no 




Walker, 


no 
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So it passed in the negative. 

The report being amended so as to read as follows: 

Whereas Congress, on the eighteenth day of April last, 
resolved in the words following, viz. " That Coi^ress will, as 
soon as may be, make such provision for discharging or 
continuing the loans that have been made to these United 
States on loan office certificates, as that the holders of them 
shall sustain no loss thereon by any depreciation of the bills 
loaned subsequent to the respective dates of the said cer- 
tificates;" therefore. 

Resolved, That the principal of all loans that have been 
made to these United States, shall finally be dischai^ed, by 
paying the full current value of the bills when loaned, which 
payments shall be made in Spanish milled dollars, or the 
current exchange thereof in other money at the time of 
payment. 

That the value of the bills when loaned, shall be ascertained 
for the purpose above mentioned, by computing thereon a 
progressive rate of depreciation, commencing with the first day 
of J < M» September, 1777, and continuing to the eighteenth 
day of March, 1780, in geometrical proportion to the time, 
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from period to period, sa hereafter stated, ftwmiming the de- 
preciation at the aeverf^ periods to be aa follows, viz. 

On Uio fimt day of S optomboF) 17T7v m 1.86 of ft - dolbf in Ba id -1 »U fl 
foF ono S p ft niflh millod doB ar-r 

On the first day of March, 177S, one dollar and three 
quarters of a dollar of the said bills, for one Spanish milled 
dollar; on the first of September, 1778, as four of the former 
for one of the latter; on the first of March, 1779, as ten of 
the former for one of the latter; on the first day of Septem- 
ber, 1779, as eighteen of the former for one of the latter; and 
on the eighteenth day of March, 1780, as forty of the former 
for one of the latter: 

That the principal of all certificates that have been taken 
out since the eighteenth day of March last, shall be dis- 
ctuuged at the rate of one Spanish milled dollar, or the cur- 
rent exchange thereof in other money at the time of pay- 
ment, for forty dollars of the said bills of credit received on 
loan. 

That the principal of all certificates that shall hereafter be 
taken out, imtil the further order of Congress, be discharged 
at the same rate and in the same manner as those that have 
been taken out once the eighteenth day of March last. 

That the interest on all loan office certificates, at the rate 
of six per cent, per annum, computed on the principal 
ascertained as aforesaid, shidl be dischai^ed annually, in 
like maimer as the principal, until the principal shall be 
pfud; provided nevertheless, that the same interest and 
mode of payment on certificates taken out before the first 
day of March, 1778, shall at tho olootion of th e-b e t d e f be 
continued as at present, imtil the principal ascertained as 
aforesaid shall be ready to be dischaarged. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury prepare a nd roport 
to OongrooQ the proper tables for direction of the commis- 
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sioners of the continental loan offices in the several statra m 
paying off the principal and interest of loans, agreeably to 
the foregoing resolutions. • 

On the question to agree to the whole, the yeas and nays 
beii^ requhred by Mr. John Henry, 



New Hamyihixt, 






Maryland, 




Mr. Folsom, 


ay) ay 


Mr. J, Henry, 


no 


Maaiuuhuau,, 




HanBoQ, 


ay 


Mr. LoyeU, 


ay 


Vvrgma, 




Holton, 


ay ay 


Mr. Henry, 


ay 


Ward, 


»y 


Jones, 


ay 


mode Ulatid, 




Madison, 


ay 


Mr. OomeU, 


ay) ay 


Walker, 


ay 


Connedieui, 




IVorft Oarolimi, 




Mr. Huntington, 


•y 


Mr. W. Jones, 


no 


Ellsworth, 


ay ay 


Hm, 


no 


Sherman, 


ay 


SimSi Carolina, 




Ne«, York, 




Mr. Bee, 


ay 


Mr. Duane, 


ay)«y 


Einlooh, 


«y 


l^ew Jene\i, 




Semyio, 




Mr. Fell, 


?}- 


Mr. Telfair, 


no 


Caark, 


Tew, 


no 










Mr. Searle, 


ay 








Muhlenberg, 


ay 








Matlack, 


ay 


ay 






Ingersol, 











So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Coi^ress took into conaderation the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of D. Henly, on bc^ialf of Otis and 
Henly; and thereupon, 

Jura 16* 1780. 

The Committee to whom was referred on the 26 ult? The Bfonio- 
lial of David Henley on behalf of Otia & Henley, of Boston, b^ leave 
to report the following remarks — 

' This report, in the writii« irf Oliver ElkwixUi, 1b In the Papert 0/ lAi OmtiMntet 
Oongnu, No. 29, folio 190. 
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1 That the Board of War having been directed by CcmgnoB to take 
measuree for procurii^ clothing for the Army appointed Agents for 
that purpose in several States among whom the Memorialists were 
appointed for the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

2 That the orders given by the Board of War to the Memorialists, 
as appears by the correspondence laid before the Committee, were in 
many cases indefinite, and always pressing, as the wants of the Army 
ever called for larger supplies than could he procured. 

3 That during the summer of last year an estimate was required 
by the Board of War from the said MemoriaUsta, ascertaining the 
sum of money necessary to saUsfy the most material orders of Fur^ 
chase which had been given, which estimate was accordingly sent 
amounting to about a million three htmdred and thirty thousand dol- 
lar: this sum, on Account of the scantiness of their funds, the Board 
could not complete 'till near the end of the year. 

4 That the applications of the memorialists for mon^ being from 
time to time very u^;ent, the Board of War, about the middle of 
Novf. last informed them, that, from the exhausted state of the 
Treasury it was impossible to make large remittances: and describ- 
ing their prospects as very impromising, give a general assurance that 
money shall be supplied as fast as it can be obtained. 

6 That the said Memorialists, in their answer to the above letter, 
about the beginning of Dec', following, under the impression of inabil- 
ity in the Board of War to compass lai^ purchases, submit to their 
decision a proposed one the object of which waa not supposed to 
exceed two hundred thousand dollars. 

6 That the Board in their letter of 6 Jai^ last in answer to the 
above, reject the proposal apparently on account of the scarcity of 
money, and explicitly forbid further purchases : but before this could 
reach Boston, the purchase mentioned in the Memorial, amounting to 
at least thirty thousand Founds Sterling, was made: the terms of 
which, tho* favorable aa to the time of payment, and for aught that 
appears to your Committee, in every other respect, the Board of War 
are unwilling to fulfil as far exceeding the drift and meaning of their 
orders, and farther still the ability of their funds. 

7 That on the other hand the Memorialists alledge the indefinite 
latitude of the orders, the advant^e of the purchase, th^ good 
intentions to promote the publick good, and the great detriment 
which they must suffer, unless their contract is aseumed by the Boud. 
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On mature consideration and the foregoing State of Facts your 
Committee declare their opinion — 

That the orders given by the Board of War did not fully justify 
the Memorialists in making a purcliase to so laige an amount at the 
time when, and under the circumstances wherein, it was made. 

But that the articles contracted for being necessary for the Aimy, 
and the intentions of the Memorialists in making the contract bwng 
apparently directed to promote the public intereet, and moreover the 
tenus not being unfavorable, it ought to be compUed with as f ar aa 
possible. 

The Committee Submit the following Resolution. 

Reeved, That the purchase of cloathing for the use of 
the axmy, made by Otis and Henly, of Boston, on the 13 
day of January last, as agents appointed by the Board of 
War for that purpose, be confirmed ; and that tl^ Board of 
Treasury agree with David Henly on the best mode of pay- 
ment, taking care that as lai^ a portion as possible be paid 
in loan oflBce certificates. 

That an interest of six per cent, per annum, be allowed on 
such part as cfumot be immediately discharged, until pay* 
ment is made.' 

An act passed by the legislature of the State of New Jersey, 
in pursuance of the resolutions of Congress, of the IS March 
last was laid before Congress : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Cloek to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 39. 1780 

Mr. S[amuel] Adams, a delegate for Massachusetts bay, 
attended and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 25, from General Washington was read, enclos- 
ii^ a letter, of 24, from Major General Greene, ^vii^ an 

■ Tbia report, in the writiiig of WiUi&m Churchill Hoiuton, ia In the Paptn of tht 
Ihntbimtai Omgrtn, No, 19, IV, (olio 479. 
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accotmt of an action on the 23, with the enemy near 
Springfield: 

Ordered, That tiie same be r^eired to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

Ordered, That the Board of War comply with General 
Washington's request contained in his letter to them, of 21, 
respecting the infantry of Major Lee's corps. 

A letter, of 26, from President Rodney, of Delaware, and 
one of 21, from Governor Clinton of New York, were read; 
the latter enclosing an act passed by tlie legislature of the 
State of New York, in pursuance of the resolutions of 
Congress of the 18 March last. 

Ordered, That the act be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 22, from Major Lee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 13, from J. Bradford was read. 

A letter, of 19, from Major General Greene, Q. M. G. was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [James] 
Duane and Mr. [James] Madison. 

A letter from the Board of Admindty was read, encloang 
a letter, of 28, from Captain Whipple: 

Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board of 
Admiralty to report thereon. 

A memorial of William Watson and others of Geoi^, and 
a memorial of Mordecai Sheftfdl, of Georgia, were read:^ 

■ Wuhington's letter u in the Papers of the Cmtrntntal Ccmgnu, No. 162, VIII, 
folio 623; it ie printed in tlie WrUmgi of WaOimaUM (Ford), VIII, 320; that of 
Rodney is in No. 70, tolio 741; th&t of CUntoD ia in No. 67, II, folio 266; that of Lee 
is in No. 7S, XIV, folio 355; that of Bradford ia in No. 78, III, folio 477; that of 
Qreene ia in No. 166, 1, folio 303. 

■ Wataon'B memorial, dated June 28, 1780, fa in Uie Papen of the Contmmtal Gmgnu, 
No. 41, X, folio 446; that of Shettall, dated Jun« 28, 17SQ, ie No. 41, X, folio 117. 



dbyGOOglC 



June, 1780 578 

Ordered, That the Bame be referred to the Board of War, 
except so much aa relates to money advanced by Mordecai 
Sheftall, which is referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 27, &om the Board of War was read, enclosing 
a memorandiun of applications made by Charles Fettit, 
A. Q. M. G. for about 2 months, and monies received in con- 
sequence thereof: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
the report from the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War on the letter, of 15 May, 
from the general assembly of Maryland, was read. 

Wak Office June 29, 1780. 

Present Col. Pickering, Mr Peters, Qen! Ward. 

The Board have been honored with a reference from Congress of 
the letters from the Senate and Hoiise of delegates of the State of 
Maryland, relative to the appointment of a Major General, and such a 
number of biigadiers, to be taken from the line of that State, as it is 
entitled to from its quota and number of troops. 

The eiqwdiency or inexpediency of those appointments, we beg 
leave to submit to the determination of Congress, after stating such 
matters as we conceive necessary for their information 

There are at present two brigadier Generals taken from the Mary- 
land line, viz, Smallwood and Gist: the former of whom was appointed 
to that rank on the 23*' of October 1776, the latter on the 9?" of Janu- 
ary 1779. The numbers of brigadiers appointed before them respec- 
tively will appear by the inclosed list N° 1, By another list (N° 2) 
will be seen at one view the numbers of general officers belonging to 
the several States, with their respective quotas of troops. At this 
time Maryland has seven regiments of infantry, about as strong aa 
any in the service, besides four full companies of artillery, a part of 
the German Battalion, three companies remaining of Rawlings* 
B^',8ome scattered infantry in other Corps, and some light dragoons. 
Upon the whole, we think their quota is as nearly completed aa that 
of any State in tins Union. And for two years past tiie seven re^- 
ments of infantry with the Delaware regiment have formed a division 
commanded hy a Major General. 

> This letter Ib in the Papen <^ &e Oonttnmtol Connrttg, No. 148, I, tolio 127. 
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The inclosed list, N? 3, contuna the names of the Maryland Colonels, 
with the dates of their commissions, that if Congress should judge it 
proper to make promotion of General Officers from that line, the per^ 
sons entitled thereto, according to the dates of their commissions 
(should that be made the criterion) roaj appear. 

We beg leave only to add, tiiat ve have always conceived it to be 
a general rule practised upon by Congress, to promote according to 
the circumstances of any particular State line, when an additional 
number of general officers was Decessary, without regard to the rela- 
tive rank of the officers in the line at large; and that the addition of 
one Major General, and one brigadier general will not, in our opinion, 
exceed the necesuties of the service the ensuing campaign.' 

A report hom the Bouxl of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of iSx. [Philip] Schuyler, 
a del^ate for the State of New York, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer, in favour of i/ii. J[ohn] M[orin] Scott, for the use 
of the said Mr. |Philip] Schuyler, for ten thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable.' 

A motion being made by the delegates of South Carolina, 
statii^ the situation of sundry officers, late belonging to 
armed vessels in the service of that State, now prisoners of 
war and arrived in this city, that raUons or sub«stance be 
allowed them, and the ezpence chained to the State of South 
Carolina: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Bofu^ of Admiralty. 

The Committee on the Post Office, to whom was referred 
the letter, of 15, from Governor Jefferson, of Virginia, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 

The Conunittee on the Poet Office to whom was referred the letter 
from Governor Jefferson of tiie 15? ins' and also an extract of a letter 
from G. Washington of the 18? ask leave to report, 

> This report la in tiie Papen of tk Omtinmlal OangrtMi, No, 147, IV, folio 39S; 
the enclosed liata not being among the papen. 
■ Thin report is in the Popov q/'lAc Cmtmtntid QmgrtM, No. 136, IV, f(dio377. 
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That Governor Je£feraon be dedred to continue the line of expresses 
from Richmond to Philadelphia agreeably to his proposal ; and that he 
continue them, till farther order of Congress uid that he be dedred to 
inform Congress as soon as may be of his proceedings herein.' 

Resolved, That Congreas approve the Una of communication 
which Governor Jefferson, as it appears by his letter of 15, 
is forming, by expresses, southward and northward, and that 
the same be continued until the further order of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Lovell, 

Resolved, That Nathaniel Appleton, and Joseph Hender- 
son, Esquires, be appointedcommissioQers on the part of the 
United States, either of them to endorse the bills that shall 
be emitted by the State of Massachusetts Bay, pursuant to 
the resolution of Congress of the 18 day of March last. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report from the 
Bou^ of Treasury, with the papers therein referred to, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That warrants be drawn in favour of the treas- 
urer of the United States, on the treasurers of the several 
states, from New Hampabiro to Virginift Maryland, inclusive, 
for their respective proportions of the ten millions doUara 
specially called for by the resolution, of 19 May last; and 
tiiat expresses be dispatched with the same accompanied with 
a letter from the President of Congress to the executive 
pow«« of the said states. 

That warrants be also drawn in favour of the treasurer of 
the United States on the treasurers of the several states 
above mentioned, for the remainder of their quotas of assess- 
ments due to the first of March last, inclusive, and sent by 
the same expresses. 

"niat the letter to accompany those warrants be as follows: (See 
paper No. 1.) 

' Thia raport is in the Papen <4 ^ CanSxumKiat Ctrngra; No. SI, folio 477. 
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That the Warrants requested by Charles Fettit EaqT. as aasiatant 
to the Quarter Master General, in the application referred to your 
CoQUnittee to the amount of one million and forty five thousand dol- 
lars, be drawn on the Treasurer of the United States.' 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant Q. M. G. 
in behalf of Major General Greene, quartermaster general, a 
warrant issue on the treasurer In his favour, for one million 
and forty five thousand dollars, for which the said quarter- 
master general is to be accountable, to be applied for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the letter, of 21, horn the said Charles 
Pettit to the Board of War. 

Circular letter to the States 29*^ June 17S0. 

Congfc fl fl by thoip - Bo a o l ut a on of t he ■ 1 8t b - of M » y la a fc e riled «a-fee 
H o yw l -fl t ft to B from Now Hamp B hiFotoVi^ f inia inriu fl ivc to p a y into 
feo - CoatiDODtel tpe ae ur y - within - thirty day s irom - that time at a ll 
OTOB tS i th&iF - geBpootiTopwp ert ion e- of - toamH lt onB - ofdoll ft P B fop the 
fl po e iai - pufpo s o of bmnsportiiig Btopce and proYisions M«i<w»bli Hg-^ 
aMPy to take the 6 ^4: — No part of which monoy ifl yot brought into 
tho tPOQ fl ury i tho> the hoop is now MMTed when the a omo ia o a ra estly 
cnllod fop and beoomo c as ontiftl not only to the opei ft tiono of the ppc a 
ont campftigp^ ' but tho yopy oaiflbonoo of tho apmyj — Eippo fla o flHWW 
tfcoPofoTo opdopod to tho s e ooyop a l atatc a Vip g inia o»eoptod with wap 
panto to pocci¥o f rom - theiF tro a BUPie B- dM> - monio aft boTe"mont i onodt 
And Congpo a a oanoot admit the fl uppo e iti e n - ef feeip being doteinod 
OP potnming without tho monoyi tbo - wholo - of - whioh is fnp inadequato 
t o - tJK> ppo B ont - noeo aMtaeBr 

The Ui^ent necessity of drawing into the public tresstuy, the ten 
millions of dollars mentioned in the act of the 19*^ of May was so 
fully pointed out, that Congress with gpoa ft exceedingly r^^t aro 
« bligod-to oompla ia-el tiie failure of this necessary supply, lite 
conjuncture is already arrived when it is become essential not only 
to the operations of this campaign but to the very existence of the 
army, Congress therefore can no longer delay reiterating the most 
importunate solicitations, that the proportions of each of the statea 
be forwarded immediately. For this purpose they have dispatched 

' This report, in th« writing of Oliver Elkwi»th, ia in the Paptn of the Oontmmlal 
Convnu, No. 26, folio 106. 
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a special measenger, and they trust he will not meet witii disappoint- 
ment. 

A further sum must also be speedily had or it will be impossible for 
the operations to proceed. Congress have therdore drawn on those 
states for the remainder of their quotas to the first of March last 

their duty to conjure the sereral states if no t Fc a dy to disoh af go - tho B O 
w a Jwmt B OP B ight they shoiild still be unprepared, that they will at 
all events transmit the eontonto to the their arreara to the period 
last mentioned to the Continental treasury within thirty days from 
the date of the warrants. 

It ' will bo impoBsiblo undo> the <Mabftwo flB nnHrt - <rf ft O ' eahoostod 
Tfco fl UFy to pro e oouto the w a > to offoot The monthly estimates of 
Money heretofore made were but barely sufficient at that time. 
Their value has since greatly diminished and the payment ev«k-aF 
Aese has been delayed long after it became due. These circum- 
stances have already involved our affairs in much perplexity and 
driven to expedients which nothing but the last necessity could jus- 
tify ft ropotition of . Permanency and arrangement in the public 
finances must at every hazard be introduced and supported. In this 
view Congress do again with the most earnest solicitude, press on the 
several states, the oipodionoy necessity of vigorous and dedsive 
measures for carrying into full and ^ee^ immediate execution 
their resolutions of the IS^ of March last. The doing which, at the 
same time that it places public credit on the sturest basis, will in the 
course of the year give all the relief that could possibly result from 
a further emission equal to the whole that is now in circulation. 
These resolutions Congress are persuaded are every day better 
understood and that upon giving them their fuU effect very much 
depends, the final eBtabliahment of our liberties and indopondonook 
lb is unnecessary that Congress should suggest to the several states the 
expediency of providing by loans against any deficiency they may 
have reason to apprehend from their taxes. 

Eveyy s tate is oompotent - to tmso its quot a Foqairod and cta -bert 

ai tt od -t o -t hoiy o ft POt obligo a 
CopgTo as to bo tha B' CJpli<B t-B nd importunato in the p f o a mt - eri B i fl i ' 
10970—10 37 
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The blank bills for the Beveral states will be fonrarded sa fast as 
the acts of their Assemblies providiiig funds for them are trans- 
mitted to Congress.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 1780 

A letter, of 26, from Goveroor Lee of Maryland was read, 
informing that the general assembly have passed an act for 
sinking the quota of that State, of the bills of credit emitted 
by Congress, agreeably to their requimtion of the IS March 
last.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Hanson, 

Resolved, That Thomas Harwood and Benjamin Harwood, 
Esqrs. be appointed commissioners on the part of the United 
States, either of them to endorse the bills that shall be 
emitted by the State of Maryland, pursuant to the resolution 
of Congress of the IS day of March last. 

A report tram the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office, June £9. 1780 
Sm 

The Board beg leave to lay before Congress a letter firam Doct' 
Shields which was sent to Qen! Washington for his decision, and the 
^iract of a letter from Qenj Washington on the subject 

Should Congress approve of the application of Doctf Shields the 
Board b^ leave to submit the following report 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Conolly Coan, of the 62d 
British raiment, captured at Saratoga, be permitted to 
return to L%land, his native coimtry, upon parole, for the 
benefit of his health.' 

■ This dnft, In the writing of Jkred Ingenoll, ia In the Papen of the Conlmental 
CongrtM, No. 24, folio 275. 

* Thi« letter i« in the Papen of lie (Timtuiental Congrtti, No. 70, folio 39S. 

* Tbia letter i« in Uie Paptn qfUie ConlmetUdl Cangrtu, No. 147, IV, lolio 401. 
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The Conunittee on the Post 0£Gce brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office give direc- 
tions to the post master general, that the southern post riders 
be so T^ulated as to arrive at the place where Congress is 
ratting, only once a week while the line of expresses, estab- 
lished by Governor Jefferson between the southern and 
northern armies, is kept up. 

The Medical Committee brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That six bedheads of si^ar be reserved for the 
use of the hospitals in the middle district. 

That the Commissary General deliver to the orders of the 
Medical Committee, five hogsheads of rum for the use of the 
hospitals in the middle district. 

The committee, to whom was referred the plan for con- 
ducting the bufflness of the quartermaster's department, 
brought in a report, which was read, and the first paragraph 
being taken under consideration, viz. 

That there be two more assistant quartermasters general 
appointed by Congress for the aid and support of the quarter 



On the question to agree to the same, the yeas and nays 
bdng required by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, 



}} no 



NttD Eampahirt, 




Nm Ycri, 


Mr. Fnlxim, 


ay} ay 


Mr. LiTingston, 


Maaxjekuaetts, 




NmJtney, 


Mr. 8. Adams, 


ay 


Mr. Fen, 


Holten, 


no ay 




W»rd, 


•7 


Mr. MuUenberg, 


Ekodt InUliid, 




Matlack, 


Mr. ComeB, 


•ylay 


Ingersol, 


Oomuciicut, 




Ddnwan, 


Mr. Himtmgton, 


no] 

}no 
no/ 


Mr. McKean, 


Shemian, 
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mn/ia^, 






North (hroKna, 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 




Mr. W. Jones, 


Henry, 


no 


no 


TTill 


K^»i., 






BmA Oanlim, 


Mr. Jones, 


no 




Mr.Einloch, 


Msdiaon, 


no 


no 


Georgia, 


Walker, 


•y 




Mr. Walton, 
Telfair, 
Few, 



no} no 



So it passed in the n^ative.' 

The committee, to whom were referred the instructions of 
the general assembly of Maryland to their delegates in Con- 
gress, respecting the Articles of Confederation, and the declara- 
tion therein referred to; the act of the legislature of New 
York on the same subject; and the remonstrance of the gen- 
eral assembly of Yiiginia, delivered in a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JULY i. 1780 

A note from the honorable the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert E.] Livingston, Mr. 
J[oeeph] Jones, and Mr. [George] Walton. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee on 
the letter, of Jime 19th, from N. Greene, Q. M. G. in the room 
of Bfr. [Oliver] Ellsworth and Mr. [James] Duane, who are 
absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams and Mr. [Rob- 
ert R.] Livingston. 

Resolved, iWt a committee of three be appointed to take 
proper measures for a public celebration of the anniversary 
of Independence on Tuesday next: 

* From this point the entties kre nude by Geotge Bond, of the Seoetuy'i Office. 
■Thk note i« printed in Tit IXpUmutU (^rruptrndnei i^ Ihe Amaiem RtvobOiom 
(Whutcm), in, 822. 
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The membere chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [Robert 
R.] Livingston and Mr. [Francis] Kinloch. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by 
Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Congress came to the following resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas Congress have thought proper to erect a monu- 
ment to the memory of Major General Warren, in consider- 
ation of his distinguished merit and bravery, and to make 
provision for the education of his eldest son; and whereas it 
appears that no adequate provision can be made out of his 
private fortune for the education and maintenance of his 
three younger children: therefore. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive of 
Massachusetts Bay to make provision for the maintenance 
and education of the said three children of the late Major 
Genera] Warren. 

Resolved, That Congress will defray the expence thereof, 
to the amount of the half-pay of a major general, to com- 
mence at the time of his death, and continue until the young- 
est of the said children shall be of age.^ 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Medical Com- 
mittee, and that they take order thereon. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Offiob, Jviy 1, 1780 
Sm, 

Some time since, Congress were pleased to authorize ihe Board to 
contract for cloathing for the army, to the extent of thirty thousand 
pounds sterling. 

The Board had it in contemplation at that time to famish the army 
from a different quuler than had heen usually practised; l^e erent 
however has shewn, that their plan is not now to be depeiuled tm, and 
it has in fact succeeded but in a small degree. 

'SeemttVol. XII,p.S17. 
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As it appears from the Extracts of his Exc' General Washington's 
letters referred to the Board, that the troops are in the greatest dis- 
tress, for the want of shirts and linen oTeralls in particular, the Board 
request that Congress would authorize them to lay out twenty thou- 
Sfmd pounds sterling of the above mentioned sum, in the immediate 
purchase of those necessary articles wherever they can be procured. 

They therefore report 

Resolved, Tliat the pa}aQaster of the Board of War and 
Ordnance be furnished with bills on Europe to the amount 
of twenty thousand pounds sterUng, to be applied by the 
said Board towards supplying the army with cloathing.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
a delegate from the State of Connecticut, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favor, for four thousand dollars, for which 
the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of Richard Phillips, steward to 
the President of Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favor, for eight thousand dollars, for the use of the 
President's household; and for which the said Richard Phil- 
lips is to be accountable.' 

Adjoiuned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.' 

MONDAY, JULY 3, 1780 

A letter, of 28 June, from Governor Jefferson of Virginia 
was read, enclosing a copy of a letter, of 25, from Governor 
Nash; and one, of 26, from Colonel Monroe at Crosscreek. 

A letter, of 30 Jtme, from the committee at headquarters 
was read, enclosing a copy of a letter, of 27, from General 

■Thifl report ii in the Papertq^tAc ConHnetOai Cmgrtti.'So. 147, IV, folio 411. 
*ThiB report is in the Papen of the CorOmmtal Congrm, No. 134. IV, folio 406. 
'Here (Sutrlea Thomson lesumee tha entriw. 
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Washington, and of their letter, of 28, to the president of the 
council and speaker of the hoiise of aseembly of Maryland.' 

A letter, of 1, from H. Laurens was read, enclosing invoice 
and bill of lading of indigo, taken out of the Adriana, 
and reahipped on board the Peggy, Captain Bryan, for Cadiz, 
and a note wherein Mr. Laurens expresses a wish, if it be 
agreeable to Congress, that the indigo may be on his own 
account and risque:' 

Ordered, That so much of the said letter, with the note, 
as relates to the indigo, be referred to the Committee of 
Foreign Affaurs, and that they confer with Mr. Laurens and 
report thereon: 

That the remainder be also referred to the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs. 

A letter, of 27 Suae, from Governor Clinton, of New York, 
was read, enclosing a copy of his letter, of 24, to the com- 
mittee at headquarters.* 

A letter, of 29 June last, from Joseph Bullock was read, 
informing that he is under the necessity of declining the 
honor Congress intended him by appomting him a commis- 
sioner of the extra chambers of accoimts. 

A letter, of 29, from Rresident Rodney, of Delaware, was 
read, enclosing copies of an act passed by the legislature for 
raising supplies, and of an act for raising 315 mihtia.* 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

■ The Virginia letter Ib in the Papers of Qie CoTUin«n(aI Cmgnu, No. 71, 1, ftdio 367. 
The letter from the committee at headquarten is in No. 39, 1, folio M, uid s tmn- 
■criptof the letter and of the endoeurM is in Committee Book, 1780, Proceeding of 
the Committee appointed on the 13th of April, 17S0, folioe 28, 201, and 334. 

'Marginal note b; Thomson: " See March 23." 

■ Clinton's letter of 27 is in the Fapen oj Ott Continental Gmgntt, No. 67, II, folio 
270; B copy of his letter, of 24, is on folio 274, and it ia alao tnnscribed in the Com- 
mittee Book, 1780, Proceedings of the Committee appointed on the 13th of April, 
1780, lolio 78. 

'Rodney's letter is in the Pap«raq^tt< ContmeTttal Congrett, So. 70, toiio 745; that 
of Bullock in No. 76, III, folio 489 
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Sot, ^ 

In answer to your lettw of the 29^ ultimo relative to the inclosed 
bill drawn by Captain Whipple on your Excellency for 7,3S0 Dollars, 
for the purpose explained by Captain Whipples order, also, inclosed, 
whidi we beg may be laid before Congress, and 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the Board of Admiralty, for seven thousand three hundred 
and fifty dollars, to enable them to discharge a bill drawn on 
the Fl^dent of Congress by Abraham Whipple, in favour of 
John Gaborial, for a like sum, dated at Charlestown, May 10, 
1780, expressed to be for two thousand four hundred and 
fifty gallons of beer supplied to the continental frigates under 
the command of the said A. Whipple, viz. the Providence, 
Boston, Queen qf France and Ranger} 

Ordered, That so much of Grovemor Jefferson's letter, as 
relates to the navigation of Chesapeake Bay, be referred to 
the Board of Admiralty to take order. 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the Board of War, a 
warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, 
pay master to the said Board, for the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars for the purpose of paying certain artificers; and for 
which be is to be accoimtable.^ 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the petition 
of Charles Freeman, report: 

That it is not in their power to relieve the grievance 
therein set forth, and that John Mitchell the deputy quarter 
master general in the city of Philadelphia, is fully competent 
to the settlement of that accoimt: 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said rep<H*t. 

* This repent is in the Papen qf Oie OanHnmbd Congnu, No. 37, iaUo 26S. 
■TUflieportlBiBthePapanq/tAa CbntinmloJ Cbnjrnn, No. 138, IV, lollott7. 
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Jum 30, 1780 

Whereas an order of the Board has been delirered to the treasurer 

of loans which is now unexecuted, and the Board finding it expedient 

that it should not be executed, hare ordered it to be 

cnaHittad. returned, which order is not obeyed, under the opinion 

that the Board hare no right to recall an order that 

may have been delivered in due form — 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to report that Congress tafce the 
premises into consideration, and determine thereon.* 

Ordered, That so much of the report of the Board of 
Treasury, as relates to the treasurer of loans, be referred to a 
committee of three : 

The members cboeen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [WilUam 
Churchill] Houston and Mr. [Samuel] Holten. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Searle, 

Revived, That the line of communication by expresses 
formed by Governor Jefferson be continued by the Board of 
War, from Philadelphia to headquarters. 

A memorial from Josiah Hewes was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, to 
take order: 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee, 
appointed to confer with the directors and inspectors of the 
proposed b^ik, in the room of Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. 
[Oliver] Ellsworth, who are absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert E.] Livingston and Mr. 
Houotoni [Samuel] Adams. 

Mr. [Francis] Kinloch, one of the committee appcouted on 
the 12th of April, to prepare the bills to be struck, in pursur 
ance of the resolutions of the IS March last, reports, 

■This repOTtia In the Paper* o/(ft«GmtJn<n{(iICcm;rMf, No. ISA, IV, lollo 379. 
"niis memoiial, d&ted July 3, 1760, la In the Papcra of tb Cbntmiwal ~ 
No. 41, IV, Mo U9. 
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That the comnuttee have reguhited the abspe and omar 
ments of the bills and the type to be used, and that his 
colleague being absent, he desires the committee may be 
disctuu^ed; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said committee be dischaiged, and that 
the farther execution of the business be referred to the Board 
of Treasuzy. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read, 
enclosing a letter, of 30 June, from H. Hollingsworth. ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury, 

The report of the committee, to whom were referred the 
instructions of the general assembly of Maryland to their 
del^ates in Congress, respecting the Articles of Ck>nfedera^ 
tlon, and the declaration therein referred to; the act of the 
legislatiu^ of New York on the same subject; and the remon- 
strance of the general assembly of Virginia, beii^ read: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Wednesday next. 

On motion of Mr. S[amuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. 
[WiUiam Churchill] Houston, Congress came to the following 
resolution: 

It being of the utmost impOTtance, more especially at this 
critical junctiu«, that the most speedy and accurate intelli- 
gence should be had of the movements of the enemy, by sea 
as well as by land: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty be and they are 
hereby directed to take the most effectual means in their 
power for obtaining, from time to time, certain intelligence 
of the arrival of the enemy's ships of war into any port or 
ports of North America, the number of their guns, and the 
condition they naay be In, together with such movements as 

■ThialetteciB ia Om Paptn of Hit OontmmuU Otmgnu, So. 148,1, folio 133. 
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they may make from one port to another, that so this 
Congress may be duly and exactly informed of the naval 
strength and situation of the enemy, and be able to commu- 
nicate such information to our ally as the common welfare 
shall require: and the said Board are particularly directed to 
obtain the earliest intelligence of the arrival of any eiupa of 
war in or near the port of New York. 
Adjourned to ^ past nine o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY 4, 1780 

Met and adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. JULY 5, 1780 
A letter, of 28 June, from Governor Livingston, of New 



Congress resumed the consideration of the report on the 
quarter master's department, and some progress being made 
therein: 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

The Committee of Fordgn Affiuis, to whom was referred 
the letter, of the first, from the honble H. Laurens, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the request of Mr. H. Laurens that the thirty 
two barrels and one firkin of indigo mentioned in his letter, 
of the first, may be on his own account and risque, and not 
on that of the United States, as mentioned in the resolution 
of the 23 of March last, be complied with; and that the papers 
be sent to the Board of Treasmy, that the necessary entries 
may be made in the books.' 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.] 

■ This letter is in the Papert of Ou Continenlat Cmgreu, No. 6S, folio 501. 
* This report, in the writiiig of William Churchill HouBtiHi, is in the Papers <!^<Af Cbn- 
UnaOal Qmgreu, No. 19. Ill, folio 416. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 6, 1780 

llr. Bichaid Howly, a del^ate for the State of Georgia, 
attended and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
which are as follows: 
Obobgu In AsasuBLT Jamuary 11*^ 1780 

Eetolved that in Case it should be found Necessary to depart the 
State by His Honor Richard Howlj Esquire Governor that in that 
case, he shall have a right to Join in the Repreeentation of this State 
in Congress during the ensuing Tear, and untill others shall be 
appointed. 

Extract from the Minutes 
Attest Wf Glasoook 

Geo Sebgab Speaker^ 

C.H.A. 

A report from the Board of Tr^tsury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbkasust Omoa July S, 1780 

Whereas the late necessities of the Southern Army under the 
command of Major General Lincoln rendered it expedient to draw 
bills on the President of Congress, which by a resolution of Congress 
of the twenty third day of March last, are ordered to be accepted 
by the Board of Treasury on the terms therein prescribed; and whereas 
several Bills under the description aforesaid are daily presented for 
acceptance of which no advice has been received, nor can be furnished 
until Genend Lincoln reaches his papers already sent before him to 
some place in Xew England, and whereas many inconveniences will 
arise from suffering the said Bills to be protested, or from delaying 
the payment thereof. The Board beg leave to submit the following 
Resolution. 

Resolved, That the Bofud of Treasury be authorized to 
accept, without advice, such bills, drawn by Major General 
Lincoln on the President of Congress, as, in their discretion, 
shall be deemed proper, and may have been or hereafter 

■ The orlgiiul is in the Paper* of At Continmbd Congnu, Geoigut, Cni t nUaii <^ 
Ddtgatu. 
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may be presented within one month from this date, at which 
time it is expected a complete and accurate return of the 
bills aforesaid will be made by General Lincoln. 

Ordered, That on the application of the Medical Committee, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Jonathan Potts, 
purveyor of military hospitals, for twenty thousand dollars 
for the purpose of purchasing necessaries for the hospitals 
in the middle department; and for which the aforesaid 
Jonathan Potts is to be accountable.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the quarter master's department, and in 
debating the ptu^graph for fixing the pay of the quarter 
master general, which in the report was stated at 166 dol- 
lars, per month, in addition to his pay as an officer in the 
line, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Fell, to strike out 166 and insert 100. 

On the question shall 166 stand, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, 



1*7 
Idiv. 



New SaTnpshire, 






HetnYai, 




Mr. FolBom, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Scott, 


ay 


MoMadnuitU Bay, 






Livingaton, 


ay 


Mr. S. Aduna, 


ay 




New Jersey, 




Lovell, 


ay 




Mr.FeU, 


no 


Holten, 


no 


ay 


Houston, 


ay 


Ward, 


ay 








Blade lOaad, 






Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 


Mr. GomeU, 


ay 


ay 


MatlaolE, 


ay 


ConneOieia, 






Ingersol, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Delaware, 




Sherman, 


ay 


ay 


Mr.McEean, 


no 


B. Huntington, 


ay 









■TbianpOTtlainthaPaixno/lAi Oontbiatiai Oongntt, No. 136, IV, folio 409. 
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M^U«i, 






North (hroKna, 




Mr. Hamon, 


«y)* 


m. W. Jones, 


Zhy 


Firjinii, 




Hill, 


Mr. amiy, 


no 




8tm& Oarolina, 




Jonea, 


ay 




Mr. Kinloch, 


no) no 


Madison, 


ay 


ay 


Georgia, 




Walker, 


>y 




Mr. Telfair, 


ay 






Few, 


ay ay 








Howly, 


"7 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Congress proceeded in the condd^atlon of the report, and 
some prepress being made, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

Congress resumed the conEdderaUon of the report of the 
Committee for Foreign Affairs, on the letter, of the Ist, from 
Mr. Laurens, wherein they report, as their opinion, 

That it is highly expedient that the hon. H. Laurens do 
repair to Eiunpe, without loss of time, in order to enter on 
the dischargee^ the commission to n^otiate a loan, to which 
he has been appointed by Congress.' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

On motion of the del^ates for the State of Pensylvania, 
in pursuance of instructions &om the pre«dent and supreme 
executive council of the said State, 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasuiy be directed to supply 
the president and supreme executive council of the State of 
Pensylvania with bills of exchange, drawn on the Minister 
of the United States at the Court of France, to the amount 
of one thousand pounds sterling, for which the said State is 
to be accountable. 

' ThiB raolution wu also entered in the nutntucript Secret Joutnol, Foreign ASaiia. 
The report, in the writing; of William Churchill ^uaton, ia in the Papen q/ tin 
Ctmtintntat Cmgrett, No. 19, III, Eolio 41S. 



dbyGOOglC 



Jtdy, 1780 591 

The committee on the letter, of 8 June, from Governor 
Trumbull, delivered in their report. 

TttEAStJET Ofpicw Jviy 5, 1780 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to Report, 

That in pursuance of a Kesolution of Congress of the 23' day of 
November last the sum of one hundred thousand and twenty five 
potmds eleven shillings sterling in Bills of Exchange at six months 
sight on the Hon'ble John Jay Esquire Minister Plenipotentiary at 
the Court of Madrid have been prepared under the directions of this 
Board. That all the said Bills have been sold, or reserved for the use 
of American Prisoners, or deposited in the Pennsylvania Bank, except 
about ten thousand pounds sterling; also that in pursuance of the 
aforesaid Kesolution the sum of one hundred thousand one hiandred 
and thirty six pounds five shillings and nine pence sterling in Bills of 
Exchange at six months sight on the Hon'ble Henry lAurens Esquire, 
Commissioner of the United States of America in Amsterdam, have 
been prepared in like manner, — the whole of which, has been disposed 
of, or deposited in the Pennsylvania Bank, from which Representa- 
tion, if Congress are determined to make further draughts, they may 
be enabled to judge of the propriety of ^ving immediate directions.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'CJlock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. JULY ^, 17S0 

A memorial of George Howell was read: 
Ordered, That the prayer of the said memorial be gruited. 
A memorial of William Tumbull was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
A memorial of Charles Crowly was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

' ThlB report ia in the Papert of ihi Coniinmtal Otmgnai, No. ISA, IT, lolio 413. 
It ia indoned: "Kead July 6, 1780." 

' How«U'» memori*!, dftted July 6, 1780, ia In the Papen qf th* QmHnmtal (kngnn. 
No. 41, IV, foUo 123: tlut of Crowly, dated July «, 1780, is in No. 41, II, Eolio 106. 
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Tbbasust OrriOE, Jviy B, 1780. 

The Board of Treasury having considered the extract of a memorial 
from Mordecai Sheftal referred to them hy Congresa report 

That it doth not appear to this Board from the Elztrsct aforesaid 
that the aaid Mordecai Sheftal can be entitled to any allowance for 
depreciation on accomit of the four hundred and seventy one dollars 
by him received. 

Ordered, That on the application of Epbraim Blaine, com- 
missaiy general of purchases, accompanied with estimates 
approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the treas- 
urer in his favour, for two hundred and forty thousand and 
eighty two dollars and 69/90, to be applied in the following 



One hundred thousand dollars, in part payment of certain 
provisions furnished by the merchants of this city, and the 
reudue being 140,082 69/90 dollars, agreeably to his estimate 
dated the first day of the present month; and for which the 
Bud Ephrfum Blidne is to be accountable.* 

The Boftwi of TronBmy) to whom wno-TOfowwd nn - oH 
tmot from the mwnori a l o f Mo f d e o a i S hoftoU, rope p t ? 

The committee, to whom was referred the note from the 
honble. the Minister of France, brought in a report, which was 
read. 

On moUon of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 

Resolved, That a member be elected for the Board of Treas- 
ury, in the room of Mr. JXames] Heniy, who is absent: 

The member chosen, Kb. [Edward] Telfair. 

Revived, That a member be added to the Medical Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. J[ames] Henry: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the note from the honble the Minister of France; 
and thereupon, 

> TliiB rqiort li in the Popn c/ (At Otmlmmfal <%tvreM, No. 136, IV, fdio 411. 
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The Minister of France, having in a note dated 28th 
June, informed Congress that the Coiirt of Madrid has 
sent to the Havana a considerable body of forces to make 
a diversion in that qxiarter; and that the governor of 
Havana desb^s that as much flour and fresh provisions, 
such as cattle, hogs, suet, lard and pulse, as can be spared, 
should be sent thither; and the Minister having inti- 
mated that three thousand barrels of flour are immedi- 
ately wanted, and that he will undertake to have that 
quantity purchased and sent, if Congress approve the 
measure — the following answer was returned : ' 
The Conunittee to whom were referred the Memorial of the Honor- 
able the Minister of France, requesting leave to purchase eundiy arti- 
clea mentioned therein on account of his Catholic Majesty's armfr- 
ments in the West Indies. 
Humbly Report the following Resolutions. 

Reaolved, That the Minister of France be informed, that 
though the l(»s of Charlestown, the numerous army the states 
are under the necessity of maint£uning in the southern depart- 
ment, the ravages of the enemy, and the lightness of the late 
crops in the middle states, as well as the present extraordinary 
danand for the purposes of an effectual co-operation with the 
expected armament of his Most Christian Majesty, have not 
left these states in a situation to admit of any considerable 
export of provisions; yet Congress, desirous to testify their 
attention to the necessities of his Catholick Majesty's colonies 
and armaments, and as far as lies in their power to compensate 
for the failure of supplies of rice, which an alteration in the cir- 
cimistances of the southern states has unhappily rendered 
it impracticable to afford, have resolved, that it be recom- 
mended to the State of Maryland to grant permission to 
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such agent as the Miniatar of France shall appoint, to pur^ 
chase within that State any quantity of flour, not exceed- 
ing three thousand barrels, and to ship the same to such 
colonies of his Catholick Majesty in the West Indies as the 
Minister of France may direct. That many of the articles 
mentioned in the memorial of the Minister of France being 
such as the colonies of his Catholick Majesty furnish upon 
better terms than they can be procured from these states in 
then' present ^tuation, it is to be presumed that they will 
feel no inconvenience from Congrees not entering at this time 
into any determination thereon. 

Resolved, That Congress will from time to time afford such 
supplies to the colonies of his Catholick Majesty as their cir- 
cimistances may require, and the ^tuatlon of these states 
enable them to grant.* 

On motion of Mr. [James] Lovell, seconded by Mr. [Roger] 
Sherm&n, 

Resolved, That the commission which was agreed to on 
t±ie first day of November, 1779, for the honble Henry 
Laiu^ns, as a commissioner to negotiate a treaty of amity 
and commerce with the States General of the United Prov- 
inces of the Low Countries, be delivered to him; and that 
the conaderation of the instructions relative to the negotia^ 
tion of the treaty be for the present deferred, and that Mr. 
Laurens, on his arrival in Holland, inform himself of the 
state of affairs in that country, and advise Congress par- 
ticularly thereof, that they may be enabled to decide with 
more cert^nty upon the terms on which such treaty ought to 
be settled.' 

On motion of Mr. [James] Searle, seconded by Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean. 

"Theee reaolntioiuwere entered alio in the maniucript Secret Journal, Foreigii Affatn. 
Hie report, in the writing ol Robert B. Livingston, ia ia the Paptrt of Ae ContingTittd 
Congnt*, No. 25, I, lolio 321. 

*ThiB reoolntlon wu also entered in the manuaoipt Secret Journal, Foreign ASain. 
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Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to 
furnish Mr. Laurens with bills on France to the amount of 
one thousand pounds sterling, on account of his salary, out 
of those bills ordered to be drawn by the resolution of the 
19th of May last. 

Ordered, That Mr. [James] Searle have leave of absence. 

Adjourned to ten o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JULY lo, 1780 

A letter, of 24 February, and one of May 3, from Gardoqui 
& Sons, at Bilboa; 

A letter, of 3 April, and three letters, dated 4 April, from 
the honble. J. Adams, at Paris, were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Clommittee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of 6, from General Washington; and a letter, of 5, 
from Mr. P. Schuyler, were read. 

A letter, of 6, from Mr. P. Schuyler, was read: 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the frigates be 
referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of 2d, and one of 3, from Governor Jefferson, of 
Vii^nia, were read. 

A letter, of 4, from Major General Gates was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 7, from Mr. Holker was read, enclosu^ a letter 
tram Major General Lincoln, an invoice of goods taken for 
tile use of the southern army: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

* Tlie letter of April 3 is printed in The DipUmalic Qtrrttpotubrvx 0/ the Amtritan 
RnolvAon (Wbarton), III, 593; one of the letters of April 4 on p. 590. 

> Washington's letter is in the Papen of tht Continental Congrtu, No. 162, Vtll, 
folio 633; Schayler's letter, of 6, is in No. 163, III, folio 633 &nd that of 6 is hi 39, 1, 
folio 109; Jefienon'B letter of July 2 is in No. 71, I, toUo 37B; his letter of June 30 
(July 3 being an error in the Jonrnal) is on folio 387; Gfttes's letter ia in No. 154, II, 
folio 210. 
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A letter, of July 8, from the honble. H. LaurenB; 

A memorial from D. Lockwood, and a memorial of W. 
Watson, were read: ' 

Ordered, That tliey be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter of - 10 from Brigadier General Weedon, and one, 
of 7, from Lieutenant Colonel Deriks, were read.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Office July 8, 1780 
Sib, 

We hare received the enclosed certificate from Capt Stith relative 
to Capt: Baylor's desire to lesign his commissioii. We are alao 
inf onned hj him and Major Jameson that the wound Gapt : Baylor 
received in his ankle at the battle of Germantown, on the least injury 
happening to it, is extremely troublesome, and that this induces him 
to resign. 

Congress came to the following resolution: 
Captain Walker Baylor, of Colonel Baylor's regiment of 
light drf^oons, having desired leave to resign his commission, 
Resolved, That his redgnation be accepted.^ 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Resolved, That aU cloatbing arriving from Europe, belong- 
ing to the United States, be delivered at the port of arrival, 
to agents appointed by the Board of War to receive them, 
without passing through the hands of l^e continental agents 
for prizes; any former order of Congress notwithstanding. 

'thaX, the Board of War take order iov the reception of the 
said cloatbing, and give such instructions to their agents, on 
all matters relative thereto, as shall, in the opinion of the said 
Board, be most conducive to the public interest.* 

' liockrood's memorial, dated July 7, 1780, is in the Paper* o/Ou Continental Cm- 
gnu, No. 41, V, foUo 222; that (A Wntaon, dated July 10, 1780, is in No. 41, X, loUo 448. 

> Diriks's letter ia in the Pajiff* o/tht ConiiTunlal Congraa, No. 78, VII, (olio 293; 
Weedon's, dated June 30, ia in No. 1GB, lolio 394. 

* This report is in the Paptn of^ ConHnenXal Congreu, No. 147, TV, folio 415. 

< Tbia report is in the Paper* ^ Q» CmtifunUd Qmgrm, Ho. 147, IV, tolio 421. 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 
Tbbasukt Oppiob July 10, 1780 
The Board of Treasury beg leare to Report, 

That Michael HiUegas in behalf of sundry persons apply to this 
Board, for Loan Office Certificates in payment for Bills of Exchange 
drawn by General Lincoln, and claim, as an equitable demand, that 
interest shaU be allowed them on the sereral sums sp demanded 
from the date of their beii^ presented for payment, either to the 
President of Goa^eaa or this Board — ^And the Besolution of Congress 
of 23^ March last not being clear as to interest being allowed when 
payment is made in Loan Office Certificates — The Board therefore 
submit the following Kesolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be authorized to 
allow interest on the bills drawn by Major General Lincoln, 
when payment is made in loan office certificates, in the same 
manner as directed by the resolution of Congress of the 23 
March last, where payment is to be made in current money.* 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury, of the 30th of last month, respecting an 
order issued to the treasurer of loans, brought in a report, 
which was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the superintending boards have an un- 
doubted right to repeal and countennand, alter, amend 
and renew any order officially issued and delivered to the 
executive officers in their departments, respectively: but it 
is not expedient, nor have they a right, to recall any Original ' 
order after the same is delivered at the proper office, 
though it should not have been executed. In cases where 
it is necessary to correct an OTder it ought to be renewed, the 
ordinal still remaining in the hands of the officer to whom 
it was directed, as his voucher unloBS ho - ahonld ohoooo) 

■ Thii report is in the Paper* t^f tJu Continental Control, No. 136, IV, folio 419. 
* "OrigiiuJ " Btiuck out by order llth.— Note by Tbomsou. 
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from motiToo of oomplDoonoy and ftooommodntion) to 



Be s e k ed y That ft - eooamttoo of thjoo bo oppointod t o 
opquifo i nto tho mode of eonda e tin g bu B ino aa in the b ot 
oml offioofl of the dopftrtmont oi tbo Th e ousory. 

The committee also laid before Congress a letter, respect- 
ing the Board of Treasury, from the treasurer of loans, 
which bdng read, 

Ordered, That it be referred to tho Boofd of Troogugy a 
committee of three:' 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston and Mr. [Samuel] Holten, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by 
Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, that it be 

Resolved, For special reasons that the Board of War do 
take the most speedy measures for the exchange of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel John Laurens, one of General Washington's 
family, and now a prisoner of war on parole. 

A motion was made by Itfr. [Samuel] Holten, seconded by 
Mr. [John Morin] Scott, to strike out the words " for special 
reasons," and on the question shall the words stand, the yeas 
and nays being requii%d by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 



New Sampihire, 




Oormeetiaa, 




Mr. Folsom, 


no} no 




no 


Masaaehueett* Bay, 




Shennan, 


ay 




ay 


B. Huntington, 


ay 


Holten, 


no ay 


New Yoric, 




Ward. 


ay 


Mr. Scott, 


no 


mode Island, 




Nevf Jersey, 




iSx, GomeU. 


no} no 


Mr.Fefl, 


no 






Houaton, 


no 






Qark, 


no 



} no 



I This report, in the wiiting of lluimu HcEean, it in the Faptn of At C!i>ntjn«nial 
Cbnjrrui, No. 26, lolio 191 ; the endoeurea aie in No. 136, IV, ft^oe 381-401. 
*Ttiomaonwiot«in the mugin "Altered Uthimrewliiig the Jooroal." 
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PenfwyZvanta, 






North OaroUna, 




Ux. Aimstrong, 


ay 




Mr, W. Jonee, 


no 


UuUenbeig, 


[ay] 




Hill, 


»y 


Uatlack, 


ay 


ay 


Sovik Carolina, 




iDgeisoI, 


no 




Mr. Bee, 


ay 


Ddimare, 






Kixlooh, 


ay 


Mi.McEean, 


ay) 


ay 


Omriria, 




MaryUad, 






Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Mr. Hmson, 


•y) 


* 


Telfair, 


no 


Virgima, 






Few, 


•7 


Mr. Jones, 


no 




Howly, 


no 


Madison, 


ay 


ay 






Walker, 


ay 









So it was resolved in the aflSrmative. 
On the question to agree to the resolution, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 



New Eampehiu, 






Ditaoare, 






Mr. Folsom, 


ay 


\'7 


Mr. McKean, 


ay) ay 


MimaiehwieUt Bay, 






Marylawi, 




Mr. Adams, 


ay 




Mr. Hanson, 


ay)« 


Holten, 


.7 


»7 


Virginia, 




Ward, 


V 




Mr. Jones, 


no 


Rhode liUaii, 






Madison, 


no no 


Mr. Cornell, 


no 


no 


Walker, 


ay 












Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Mr. W. Jonee, 


SI- 


Sherman, 


ay 


ay 


Hill, 


B. Huntington, 


ay 




Soiiih Cbrojina, 




New York, 






Mr. Bee, 


:n- 


Mr. Seott, 


no 


no 


Kinlooh, 


New Jersey, 






Qwrgia, 




Mr. FeU, 


no 




Mp. Walton, 


•7 




Houston, 


no 


no 


Telfair, 


•7 




Clark, 


no 




Pew, 


•7 


ay 








Howly, 


«7 




Mr. Armstrong, 


»7 








Muhlenberg, 


»7 








MaUack, 


«7 


ay 






Ingersol, 


no 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The committee, to whom were referred the letters &om 
Governor Galvez and O. Pollock, brought in a report, which 
was read; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom wei« leferred the letter of his Excellency 
Bernardo de Qalvez of the 8^ of May lost, together with the letter of 
Oliver FoUock of the 20^ of Januaiy last with the papers enclosed 
hare considered thereof and agreed to report — 

That it appears to your Committee Captain W" Picldee Com- 
manding a Schooner in the service of the United States in the Month 
of Sept: 1779 entered the Lake Fontchartrain and Captured the 
British Armed Sloop W Florida, which had been in possession and 
command of the Lake near two years before, and after taking the 
Sloop landed part of his men in the district of Countiy on Lake 
Fontchartrain between the Bayou le Combe and the river Tanchipaho 
and obtained from the inhabitants of that district a submission in 
writing, acknowledging their subjection to the United States, a 
copy whereof (the original being in his possession) hath been trans- 
mitted to Gongresa by the said Oliver Follock. 

That it also appears to your Committee by the letteis of the GoT- 
emor of Louisiana that Cap* Fickles in the Sloop Weat Florida by join- 
ing the force of these States under his conmiand with that of Spain 
greatly facilitated the reduction of Weti Florida, which acknowledge- 
ment on the part of his Excellency Oovemor Galvez together with 
the submission of the inhabitants on Lake Fontchartrain may in 
the opinion of your Committee serve to strengthen and support 
the claim of the United States to the free Navigation of the river 
Mississippi, and to a port or ports on the said river, the Committee 
therefore submit the foUowing Resolution: 

Resolved, That a copy of the capitulation of the inhabitants 
on the Lake Fontchartrain, dated the 16 October, 1779, 
and copies of the letters of his Excellency Bernardo de 
Galvez, governor of Louinana; the one to the PreHdent of 
Congress, dated 8 May, last, and the other to OUver Pollock, 
dated 21 October last, be transmitted to the honble John Jay. 
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at the Court of Madrid to - bo - m ft do atieh ugo of - in -t ho com s o of hi s 
ne g oeia i tioDB with that Court o a ho abaJl thinh pr ^eft-^ 

Tbkasubt Ofeiob Jvh) 7 1780 

Whereas a Beeohition of Congress of yesterday directa the Board 
of Treasury to supply the President and Supreme Executive Council 
of the Conunonwealth of Pennsylrania with Bills of Exchange on 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of 
Versailles to the amount of one thousand pounds Sterling. 

And whereas all the Bills of that descripticoi, are now in the office 
of the Treasurer of Loans assigned to the RespectlTe States agreeable 
io the Directions of Congress, by an order of the Board dated the first 
day of Jime last, which the said Treasurer of Loans has been required 
io return to this office and has refused to the great delay of public 
Business, and on which conduct a Report was made to Congress on 
tiie thirtieth day of June last, for their determination thereon. 

And Whereas it being expedient that the aforesaid Resolution of 
yesterday should be immediately executed, the Board hare deemed 
it necessary to draw other Bills in pursuance thereof, which are 
herewith transmitted to receive the sanction of Congress and to be 
signed by the President.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY «, 1780 

A petitioa of Du Maine and Peter Joseph Lion, merchants, 

was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of the 10th, from the Board of Adnuralty, en* 
cloung a representation signed Isaac AU, was read; and 

The delegate for the State of Rhode Island Imd before 
Congress instructions from their constituents, which were 
read: 

' This reaolotion wu aln entered in the manascript Secret Jowiial, Foreii^ Affain. 
The leport, in the writing of Joseph Jtmes, is in the Papen of At Cbnitncntoi Coitgnn, 
No. 19, V, ioUo 1S3. 

■This leport ie in the Paptn 0/ the ConHaeatal Oongmt, No. 136, lY, fidio 416. 
It wu read July 10, m the indorsement ehewa. 

'This petition, undated, is in the Paper* 0/ tAa CEmtmaMoI Cimgren, No. 42, T, 
foUo 189. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Intell^ence cause to be 
published the resolution of May 5th, 1778, respecting the 
11 and 12 articles of the treaty of amity and commerce 
between bis Most Christian Majesty and these United States, 
and a copy of the aaXd treaty as finally ratified.' 

A memorial of William Stewart was read. 

On motion of Mr. [R(^er] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury supply the bills to 
the president and supreme executive council of the State of 
Pensylvania, pursuant to the resolution of the 6th instant, 
out of the bills ordered to be drawn by the resolution of the 
19tb May last. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

BoABD OF Aduraltt Jidy 10 1780. 

By the depredation of our money the pay and BubsiBtanca of offi- 
oers, and the pay of the men in the sea Service, as established by 
Resolutions of Congress, ceases to afford any encouragement to them 
to enter into it, to remedy this difficulty, the Board beg leave to sub- 
mit to Congress the following Resolutions 

Resolved, that the pay of the ofiScers and men, in the navy 
of these States as fixed by the act of Congress of the 15? 
Novf 1776, be hereafter considered as and pud in specie or 
other money equivalent. 

Reeved, that the subdstance money of officers of the 
navy, as regulated by the act of Congress of the 25 of July 
1777 be hereafter conffldered as, and pud in specie or other 
money equivalent. 

'^le vailotui papen leUting to Ihe treAtiu, and the treaties thenmlTea, wera 
printed undei Uajr 4 and 6, 1778, ante. Vol. XI, 419, 4S9. 
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Resolved, that a bounty of twenty dollars in specie or other 
money equivalent be allowed to every able seaman, and of 
ten dollars to every ordinary seaman or landsman who shall 
enter into the sea service for a twelve month, one half 
thereof to be paid to them before their s^ii^, and the other 
half at the expiration of twelve months, to be computed 
from the time of their entry and inlistment. 

Resolved, that forty contineDtal dollars, or one dollar of 
l^e bills which shall be issued by the respective states in 
pursuance of the act of Congress of the 18? of March last, 
be considered aa an equivalent to a dollar in specie, in the 
payment of the bounty wages and subsistance mentioned in 
the forgoing resolutions. 

Resolved, that the foregoing resolutions so far as respects 
their wages shall extend to tho offiooro naid the men who 
entered on board the TruwhuU, under the Command of 
James Nicholson EsqT, the offioof a and men that have 
entered on board the Saratoga under the Command of John 
Yoimg Esq', the ofSeoT S- <HMi men that have entered on 
board the Dean, Samuel Nicholson Esq' Commander for her 
present cruise and on board the Confederacy, Seth Harding 
Esq! Commander for the present cruise.* 

Ordered, That so much of the letter, of 6th, ixom. }&i. 
[Philip] Schuyler, as relates to subsistance of the anuy, be 
referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee on the letter, of 27, from the Board of Warj 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the Board of 
War of the 27? iiltimo beg leave to report it as their opinion. 

That it is not expedient in the present critical conjuncture to 
dispose of any money in payment of debts incurred in the Quarter 
Master's Department, the whole that can at present be brought into 
the public Treasury being absolutely necessary for the purchase of 
provisions, immediately wanted for the Anny, especially as order has 

■ThisreputiainthePajMraq^tb OmltneRAiJ Oon^kh, No. 87, folio 2C1. 
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been taken for receiving the certificatee that have been given by 
Quarter Masters in payment of Taxes, but that the Board of Treasury 
■8 soon as they have it in their power, do fumish the monies stated 
to be neceeeary for the purpose of bringing forward to the Army 
the suppUes whether continental or those of the States, collected in 
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, and that as soon as may be the 
debts beforementioned be discharged.' 

The committee on the petition of Thomas Jones and otbetB; 
and. 

The comnuttee appointed to enquire into the conduct of 
the quarter master, respecting transportation from Philar 
delphia to Trenton, brought in their several reports, which 
were read. 

The Oonunittee appointed to enquire into the conduct of the 
Quarter Master respecting the transportation of provisions and 
stores from Philadelphia to Trenton, report — 

That they have made diligent inquiry into the business sub- 
mitted to them and find there has been Uttle attention paid to econ- 
omy in the transportation of provisions and stores from Philadelphia 
to Trenton: That a certain James Sutter, who was intrusted to 
Superintend this Department by the D^ Q' M' at Philadelphia con- 
tracted last summer with W Richards the owner of a schooner 
to be employed in this branch at £330 a month, and the last spring 
agreed to give him 60 dollars per Hhd, 30 d'' per Tierce and 10 
d? per barrel, out of which sums he was to receive a seventh part 
to his own use: that it is very probable the like engagements were 
entered into with others, and that the prices given by the Quarter 
Master raised the prices upon individuals: that your Committee are 
well assured that this business may be earned on at one third less 
expence, if not at one half, for an offer has been made to the Quarter 
Master at Philadelphia since the appointment of this Committee to 
transport the following articles from Christiana Bridge in the Dela- 
ware State to TmUon for the following frdghts to wit — 30 dollars 
per Hhd, 16 d" per Tierce, 12 d" per barrel of beef or pot^ and 10 
d" per barrel of Flour &a. Tour Committee further report, that 
they are of opinion, the high freights given are to be attributed in 

■This report, in the writing lA Jared IngenoU, is in the Paptrt qf tht Qmtinmlat 
Congntt, No. 27, folio 107. It is indoned by Thtaaaon: "Obmlete." 
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a great d^pree to eereral persons in the Quarter Master's Department 
being owners of or concerned in the vessels employed in this aervics. 
Upon the whole, your Committee propose the following Kesolve: 

That DO shallop or other vessel, wagon, oart, carriage, Team or 
hoise, belonging to any person, in the Quarter Master (Jener^'s 
Department, be hereafter hired or employed in the public service, 
on pain of forfeiture of all pay to be received for the same as well as all 
wages or salary allowed to such person, and that he be also rendered 
incapable of any office or appointment under the United States.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon,' 

Ordered, That on the application of William Palfrey, pay- 
master general, accompanied with an estimate of pay due 
to the army for the month of June, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favor, for seven hundred and eighty three 
thousand seven hundred and thirty three dollars, to be 
applied in his department; and for which the said William 
Palfrey is to be accountable. 

That on the application of George Bond, deputy secretary, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favor, for eight 
thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of John Levinus Clarkson, clerk 
in the Treasury office, a warrant issue on the treasiu%r in his 
favor, for six thousand dollars, on accoimt of his salary. 

The Board beg leave further to Beport, 

That John Holker c^nt for the Royal Marine of France has been 

supplied with provisions from the commissary general of Purchases 

at sundry different times for more than two years ago — that the 

said commissary general of purchases has very lately 

tmtpimti. rendered an account, and ascertained a balance in 
favor of the United States, which John Holker afore- 
said now offers to pay as will appear by bis letter to the Board of the 
seventh instant, herewith transmitted for consideration. 

' This lepMt, in the writing of "nioiiiu UcKean, is in the Paptrt o/tbe Cmimmtal 
Congrtu, No. 22, folio 169. 

^The next thi«e pangrapha vere entered in the writing of Oeorge Bond, of the 
Seoetanr'a Office. 
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That the conditions of payment therein mentioned making no 
allowance for depreciation, and bringing the accotmta aforesaid to a 
final settlement, are attended with consequences too considerable to 
be accepted by the Board without the further direction of Congress,* 

July 11, 1780. 

The Committee to whom was referred a letter of the 10'*' May last 
from the Committee at Head Quarteis, and who were directed to 
confer with the Fresident and Council of Pennsylvania and such 
Committee as the General Assembly of the said State should appoint, 

Eeport, 

That the objects of the appointment of the said Committee, having 
been provided for by measures long since taken by the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Committee request to be dischaiged.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY I3, 1780 

A lettOT, of 10, from Mr. Du Simiti^re was read : ' 
Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee on his memorial, of 22d JxUy, be assogned for Friday- 
next. 
A petition of Lieutenant Henry La Clause; and 
A petition of Lieutenant Louis J. de Beaulieu,* were read: 
Oj^ered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 
A report from the Board of Wax waa read : 

At a Boabd of Wab July 11, 1780 
Present. Col Pickering, M^ Peters, Col. Qrayson Gen? Scott. 
The Board having taken into consideration the enclosed extract of 
a letter from Oen! Washington, and entirely coincidiog with hia 
Excellency in opinion, beg leave to report, 

■A mugimd notenya: "Mr. Hdkera Letter and Hr. Hillegu certdfickte enclosed, 
returned to the Board July 12." Thin Kpori is in the Papers of (Ac CtnUinentai 
Congrett, No. 136, IV, foUo 417. 

*Thia report, in the writing of William Ghuichill Honaton, is in the Papert oftht 
GmtinenttU Cmfrreu.No. 21,folio237. It is indorsed: "Delivered in July 11, 1780." 

■Thie letter is in Uie Papa-* o/tAt Continental Crmgrtn, No. 78, XX, folio 615. 

* Ia Clause's petition, undated, is in the Paper* o/tht Continental Confreit, No. 42, 
U.fotio82; th>totdeBeaalien,undated,inNo.42, I, folio 214. 
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Whereas great inconTeniencea bare arisen in consequence of the 
regulation of June the 28"' 1779 respecting proinotioDs in the army 
of the United States, and there being too much reason to apprehend 
that if the present mode is puisued, the whole business of arrange- 
ment will be iuTolved in the utmost perplexity and confusion, to the 
great prejudice of the service, it is therefore resolved. 

That the act of June the 28"' 1779, giving the States the exclusire 
right of making promotions in their respective lines, be repealed. 

That when vacancies happen in any Reg* in the service of the 
United States, the commanding officer shall signify the same to the 
Commander in Chief, or the commanding officer of the Department 
where such regiment shall be, who shall transmit information thereof 
to the Board of War, with the names of the officers hititied to promo- 
tion, agreeably to the principles established by Congress to the end, 
that commissions may issue, provided, nevertheless that nothing 
herein contamed shall be construed to take from the States their 
right of nominating for all new appointm^its * 

Ordered, That it be ts^n into consideration on Monday 
next. 

Ordered, That the memorial of William Stewart, which 
was read yesterday, together with his memorial, read 
February 17, 1779, and reported on the 18 of the same month, 
and the papers therein enclosed, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the quartermaster's department, and in con- 
sidering that part of the report allowiog the brigade fon^ 
master one ration of forage, 

A motion was made by fi&. \Thcxnaa] Mcl&an, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Fell, to strike out that part, and on the ques- 
tion shall it stand, the yeas and na3rs being required by Mr. 
[Ezekiel] Cornell, 

> This report ia in the Paptn ofOtt CbmuunAiI Cangnti, No. U7, IV, folio 42S. It 
ma negatived July 26, see p<M under that date. 
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NevD HampBhire, 

Mr. Folsom, 
ibtaadnuftta Bay, 

Mr. S. Adams, 
Holten, 
Rhode lOand, 

Mr. Cornell, 
Chnneetiait, 

Mr. Huntington, 



Jov/maU cf Congrese 



ay} ay 



ay} ay 



ay] 



div. 



DOaaare, 




Mr.McEeui, 


no) no 


JfoT/toni, 




Mr. Heuuoh, 


nol« 


Virginia, 




Mr. Jonea, 


no 


Madison, 


ay ay 


Walker, 


ay 


North Carolini, 




Mr. W. Jonee, 


n^l- 


HUl, 


South Carolina, 




Mr. Einloch, 


no} no 


0«,rgia, 




Mr. Telfair, 


n^l- 


Howly, 



New York, 

Mr. livingston, no } no 

New Jersey, 

Mr. Fell, no I 

Houston, no J 

Penntylvania, 

Mr. Muhlenbei^, no } no 

So it passed in the negative. 

The report being gone thro, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed for revision. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the petition of lieutenant Colonel Deriks, and 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Deriks have leave of 
absence, agreeably to his request, till the farther order of 
Congress: 

That a bill of exchange for four hundred and forty four 
dollars, drawn on the honble Heniy Laurens, be advanced to 
the said Lieutenant Colonel Deriks, on account of his pay. 

That the part of his petition, which respects a commiasdon 
in the line, be referred to the Board of War.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ This report, in the vriting of John Morin Scott, is in the Pajurt <^ tA« OonUnetUal 
Oongnu, No. 19, II, folio 111. It is dated H&7 11, 1780, and another report, of the 
nine date, also vritten by Scott, and recommending an advance of five hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, is on folio 109. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 13, 1780 

A letter, of 10, from Geaeral Washington w&s read:' 

Ordered, That so much thereof, as relates to the association 
of the merchanta of Philadelphia, be referred to the committee 
appointed to confer with the inspectors and directors of the 
proposed bank: and, 

That the remainder be referred to the del^ates for the 
states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Board of Wab, Jvme S9, 1780 

Present: Col. PickeriDg, Mr. Peters, Col. Orftyson. 

It having been represented to the board, that Ldeutenant Dow is 
a person of trust and good character, thej beg leave to report — 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Dow, of Colonel Flower's r^- 
ment of artillery artificers, be promoted to the rank of 
captain lieutenant in the said regiment, his commission to 
bear date April 4th, 1780, the time Captain Lieutenant 
Parks was dismissed the service.^ 

On motion of Mr. S[amuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee, Congress came to the following resolution: 

The abiUties and experience of Brigadier General du Por- 
tajl, in the line of his department as an engineer, appearing 
to Congress essential to the effectu^ promotion of the 
operations of the ensuing campaign; 

Resolved, That General Washington immediately endeav- 
oiu* to obtain the exchange of Brigadier General du Portail, 
now a prisoner of war on parole. 

On the question to agree to the said resolution, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [Jared] Ingersol, 

> Thii letter is in the Paptn <^ Uu OonJincntoI Congnu, No. 162, Vllt, itiio 641, 
It is printed im the Writmgt of WaMngbm (Ford), VIII, 336. 
■lUa leport is in the Pap«rt(i^lA< CimlM«ntoi ciwvreM, No. 147, IV, foUo 397. 
10970-10 39 
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ay} ay 
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no}no 
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Mr. S. Adams, 


«y 




Mr. Hanson, 


ay)« 


LoTull, 


•y 




Virgima, 




Holten, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jones, 


no 


Ward, 


ay 




Madison, 


ay ay 


OmtuOieut, 




Walker, 


«y 


Mr. HuntingtoD, 


:n- 


North Carolina, 




B. Huntington, 


Mr. W. Jones, 


%]- 


NmYorir, 




Hill, 


Mr. Li-ringston, 


ay lay 


SouOk Omi^ia, 




Nob Jersey, 




Mr. Mathews, 


»y 


Mr. FeU, 


^l"'- 


Bee, 


»y ay 


Clark, 


Einloch, 


ay 






Oe«rgia, 




Mr. Armstrong, 


»y 




Mr. Walton, 


•y 


Muhlenberg, 


«y 


ay 


Telfair, 


■y ay 


Matladt, 


«y 


Howly, 


•y 


Ingeraol, 


no 









So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Congrees took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of Jime Sth, from Govcomor TrumbtUl; 
and after debate, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean, Mr. [WiUiam Churchill] Houston, Mr. [Timothy] 
Matlack and Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JULY 14, 1780 

A letter, of 10th, from the committee at headquarters was 
read, enclosing copy of their letter to the states southward 
of Delaware to Vii^inia, inclusive, and of their letter to the 
association of merchants in Philadelphia: ' 

> A dnft ot this letter is in the Fapen of lAe Continental Congnu, No. 3S, I, folio 
HI; it WM tnuucribed in Committee Book, 1780, ProceedingB of the Ccmunitteo 
appointed oa the Isth of April, 1780, folio 2S. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed to confer with the inspectors and directors of the 
proposed bank in Philadelphia. 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress a letter, 
of 13th, from E. Blaine, which waa read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Joseph Carleton, pay- 
master to the Board of War and Ordnance, a warrant issue 
on the treasurer in his favour, for ten thousand dollars, for 
the contingent expences of office; and for which the said 
Joseph Carleton is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Aaron D. Woodruff, clerk in 
the Secretary's office, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for five thousand dollars, on account of his s^ary. 

That on the application of John M. Jackson, clerk in the 
Secretary's office, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for five thousand dollars, on account of his salaiy. 

That on the application of Charles Morae, clerk in the 
Secretary's office, a warruit issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for six thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of Thomas Edison, clerk in the 
Secretary's office, a warrant issue in his favour, for six thou- 
sand dollars, on account of his salaiy. 

The Board Report, That Samuel Patterson Commissioner of the 
Continental Loan Office for the State of Delaware has repeatedly 
desired to be discharged from the office aforesaid, that on the fifth 
day of April last a letter was written to the Freeident of the State 
aforesaid, acquainting him with the desire aforesaid of Samuel Pat- 
terson, and requesting to be informed when his Successor should be 
appointed, to which letter no answer has beea received; That as 
Samuel Patterson aforesaid continues to urge hia Besignation, it 
appears necessary that his request should be communicated by Con- 
gT«s8 to tile Present aforesaid; and the Board beg leave further to 
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report, That it U expedient to Tecommend that in the ensuing choice 
d a Commissioner of the Loan Office for the State of Delaware, a 
person veil qualified vith a knowledge of accounts be entrusted with 
that office, that the accounts maj be properly kept, and returns made 
in due time and form.* 

A note from the Board of Admiralty was read, enclosing a 
commission for Captain Van Dyke: 

Ordered, That it be referred back to the Board of Ad- 
miralty. 

A report from the Board of War on the letter, of 4th, 
from General Gates, waa read. 

At a Boaed of Wab, July IS, 1780 

Present Col Pickering Mf Peters Col Grayson 

The Board having considered the letter from Gen' Gates of the 4*^ 
inst : referred from Congress, beg leave to observe 

That the number of troops required of Virginia, as her quota of 
the Continental Army ia sufficient to furnish commands for two 
Major Generals and four Brigadiers; and agreeably to the principle 
which seems to be established, that the troops of each State are to 
be conmianded by General Officers of its own, at least that each 
State should hare General Officers enough to command her own 
troops, it would appear that Viiginia is entitled to promotion for one 
of her Brigadier Generals, and upon a comparative view of the num- 
ber of her Gen.' Officers, with those of most of the other States, Vir- 
ginia has not at this time her proportion as Congress will observe by 
the papers referred with the report respecting the demand of Mary- 
land for an augmentation of General Officers. If she gives another 
Major General to the Army, there will then be room for another 
Brigadier from her line, in which case, Colonel Morgan being now 
her eldest Colonel, as appears by the arrangement would clearly be 
entitled to the promotion. These observations are founded upon a 
supposition that Vl^inia will fill up her quota to the establishment — 
of which Congress can best judge — at present she ia greatly defi- 
cient. But exclusive of every other consideration, Col. Morgan has 
great pretensions to promotion from personal merit. He early em- 
barked in the present war, and imiformly distinguished himself as 

"Tbia repiMt i> in the Pap<n <!^ a« Continental Congrat, No. 136, IT, Iolio421. It 
te indoEwd: "Fused except the last poiagnidi July 14, 1780." 
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an active braTO and useful officer. It is now suggested by Qeo} 
Gates' letter that he would be peculiarly serviceable in the southern 
anny, in the command of a select corps of light Troops. Upon the 
whole the Board submit to Congress the propriety of complying with 
Gen! Gates' request, shoiild they be of opinion that Col? Morgan 
should be promoted. The Board beg leave to report 

That Col. Daniel Moi^an be promoted to the rank of Brigadier in 
the army of the United States ^ 

According to order. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the comnut- 
tee on a memorial of Mr. du Simitl^; and thereupon came 
to the following resolutions: 

Whereas Pierre Eugene du Simitidi^ of the city of Phila- 
delphia, hath, with great industry, and at much expense, 
colIect«l materials for a literary work to be entitled, 
"Memoirs and ol^errations on the origin and present state 
of North America," and hath solicited Congress to grant him 
encouragement in preparing and publishing the same; and 
wh^-eas Congress are fully satisfied that a work of this nature 
will greatly tend to diffuse useful knowledge, 

Resolved, That for the encouragement of the said Mr. du 
Simiti^, in canying on and compleating his said under- 
taking, it be, and it is hereby recommended to the several 
states, upon his application, to afford him such asnstance as 
may be most beneficial to him, in rendering his said work 
compleat and useful.^ 

Tho i t iho oum of two thouaand dollore in oontinontnl 
billDOfothof ouCTonoy oquiTolont, bopoidyeari y t otb e 
flftid M>. du Simitiftpo for tbtoo yoore, tho better to onoblo 
him t o fttoeeod e md fiDash tho flomei ' 

> This report is in the Papen of &» Continmlai Congnu, No. 147, IV, folio 432, 

* TliomMn noted in the margin: "July 23. On motion of lb. [Fnncis] Einloch, 
Ordered, llirtthiBbenotprinted." The leKilntion wu also entered in the numiaciipt 
Secret (Draneatic) Joomal. 

* Tbawaoa noted in the margin: "This paragraph npon rectmeidaTation was stnick 
out July IS." The report was delivered Nov. 26, 177S; see ante, vol. XV, p. 1316. 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant 
quartermaster general, accompanied with an estimate ap- 
proved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the Treasurer 
in his favour, on account of Major General Greene, Q.M. G., for 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be applied in the 
department aforesaid, by Fi F ftneia Wftdo Doputy < ^utirter r 
B Mwt e p Gopopftl and for which the said Major General 
Greene is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Messrs. [John] Mathews and 
[Francis] Kinloch, del^ates for the State of South Caro- 
lina, a warrant issue on the treasurer in their favour, for 
twenty thousand dollars; for which the said State is to be 
accoimtable. 

That on the apphcation of Mr. [John] Mathews, in behalf 
of the committee at headquarters, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, for forty thousand dollars, for which 
the said committee is to be accountable. 

That on the application of R. Phillips, steward to the 
Preffldent of Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
his favour, for twelve thousand dollars, for the use of the 
PreEodent's household; and for which the said Bichard 
PhiUips is to be accountable.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JULY 15. 1780 

A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That on the application of Mr. B[enjamin] Hunt- 
ington, a del^ate for the State of Connecticut, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer in his favour, for four thousand dollars, 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

> This reptat ia in tho Papm of A* Cmimmtal Qtmgnt, Ho. 136, IV, folio 423. 
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That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, accompanied viith an estimate approved by 
the Board of War, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, on account of Major General Greene, Q. M. G. for 
fifteen thousand dollars, for the support of the British 
prisoners and their guards, at Fort Frederick, in the State of 
Maryland; and for which the said Majc^ General Cb^ene, 
Q. M. G. is to be accoimtable.* 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Rev. Robert M'Muidie be appointed 
chaplain to the first Pensylvania brigade. 

The committee, to whom was referred for revision the plan 
for conducting the quarter mast^s department, having 
executed the budness, laid before Congress the plan, as 
revised, which was read and agreed to as follows: 

Whereas Congress, on the 25 day of February last, resolved 
that the several states should be called on for certain sup- 
plies of beef, flour and other articles necessary for the 
ensuing campaign; and that the same should be collected 
and deposited or delivered at the risque of the respective 
states, at such places, within each State respectively, as the 
Conunander in Chief should judge most convenient; and it 
b«i^ necessary to provide for the safe keeping and trans- 
portation of the stores which shall be so deposited, and to 
make a new regulation of the quarter master's department, 

Resolved, That there be one quarter master general and one 
assistant quarter master general, appointed by Congress, and 
one deputy quarter mast^ g tmo r tA for the main army, and 
one for each sepm^te army, to be appointed by the quarter 



That the qufU'ter master general appomt one deputy for 
each State, if he shall judge so many to be necessary, and 

' Tbia npoet IB ia the Papvt qfthO<mtineiaiUCmgTm,JXo. 136, IV, toiio 426. 
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the same be approved by the Board of War; the person 
appointed to be approved of by the supreme executive of 
the State in which be is to be employed : 

That each deputy, whether appointed for one State or 
more, shall appoint as many assistants as the service may 
necessarily require, and the quarter master general shall 
approve; and a return of such appointments shall be imme- 
diately made to the Board of War by the quarter master 



That all store-keepers, contractors, clerks, conductors, arti- 
ficers and laboiirers, of whatever denomination, who may be 
foimd necessary for the well conducting the public business, 
be appointed by the deputies in their respective districts; 
and that they employ them in such numbers, for such time, 
and at such places, as the service may require, and on such 
conditions as thoy oon bo ogrood witbj which shall a ppeoF 
t© be most for the benefit of the public : nevertheless, if they 
are agreed with or continue in sCTvice for any longer time 
than two months, the conditions are to be approved by the 
quarter master general: 

That the duty of a deputy quarter master for a State shall 
be, to provide the means of transportation in such State for 
all public property, agreeably to the orders he may receive 
&om the Commander in Chief, the Board of War, the quarter 
master general, or the officer commanding in the State; to 
provide such store houses oitbe f ■ by bifo, papebfta e or build - 
»g as may be necessary for the preservation of the public 
property, to fij at tbo s o B fe orobeqfloa and to appoint suitable 
store-keepers, properly instructed, to accoimt, in the best 
manner the nature of the business will admit, agreeably to 
such plans as thoy may toooIto from the quarter master 
general may prescribe for all articles received, whether pro- 
vided by the State in the State, or received from another 
State, taking care always to note deficiencies, and to reject 
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such aa are d^cient in qtiality, whether provided by the 
State, or in any other manner within the State; but if the 
parties are dissatisfied, the store-keeper, and the person or 
persons so tendering the goods, shall each nominate three of 
the most reputable freeholders in the vicinity of the place 
where the goods are to be delivered, the store-keeper to 
appoint one of the three nominated by the person or persons 
offering the goods, and he or they, one of those named by 
the store-keeper; and if the two first cannot agree, a third 
is to be chosen by lot out of the remaining foiu*, as an umpire; 
the arbitrators to be on oath, and copies of tb^ awand to 
be delivered in writing to the parties, which shall be binding 
and conclusive and to ioouo tho oomo ogrocftblo to ojdog a 
thoy may rooolTO oithop in the lino o? s taff io r sueh public 
pujpoBOB HB tho Qowriioo may poqiiijo } to keep proper roisters 
of all persons, teams, pack-horses, vessels and craft, em- 
ployed in the department, noting the manner and conditions 
on which they serve, and whether the teams, pack-horses, 
vessels or craft, are private or public property; to execute 
all orders, either for purchases or other purposes, which he 
may receive from the Commander in Chief, the Board of 
War, the quarts master general, or the commanding officer 
in the State; appoint -flft^ to pay all offic«« in the different 
parts of the State who shall be necessary to execute the 
bumness of the depfu'tment, and who have been approved as 
aforesaid; to give such instructions, with respect to the 
management of the business, as shall appear necessary to 
have it conducted with the greatest ceconomy and order, 
and at the same time with that despatch which the service 
may require; to apply to the assistant quarter master gen- 
eral g oadin g- noof Oongfoaa for such sums of money as the 
service may require, and to distribute the same in such pro- 
portions as will best answer the purpose; to visit all the 
places of business of those serving under him, as often as 
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his other duties will admit; and see whether they execute 
their duty agreeably to the instructions they receive; to 
inspect their accounts, books of receipts and issues, and to 
correct what is amiss; to collect and reader his accounts e^ 
puwhDQOo of expenditures and returns of public property 
and persons employed in the department eveiy %we three 
months; and to make return to the assistant quarter master 
general of all issues that have been made, mentionii^ the 
articles, quantity or numb^ of each, on whose apptication 
or order issued, and to whom delivered; to see that all stores 
provided in one State to be forwarded to another, be care- 
fully inspected, that the quantity and quality is agreeable to 
the order given before they are sent forward; to confine all 
the contracts or bargains of the contractors and agents of 
every denomination, within the State to which they belong, 
to prevent one contractor interfering with anoth^; to make 
such provision for wintering or recruiting public horses, as 
may be necessary for the convenience and support of the 
army: and generally to do and perform every thing necessary 
to promote the service. 

That the duty of the assistant quarter master general shall 
be, to reside near Congress; to frame plans for keeping ac- 
counts in the department, and to accommodate them to the 
nature of the business in the best possible manner for pre- 
serving r^ularity ; and after the quarter master general shall 
approve thereof, to transmit them to the deputies in the sev- 
eral states as a rule for their stating and keeping their accoimts, 
to be by them communicated to all their under agents; to 
receive from the army and the districts, the accounts and 
vouchers arisii^ therein to the first day of December, and to 
lay them before the chamber of accounts for settlement by 
the first day of January; to apply to the Board of Treasury 
for such sums of money as the quarter master general shall 
direct, and distribute the same as the several branches of 



dbyGOOglC 



July, 1780 619 

the department may require flndtbe-quarto? mootop gon - 
Offtl may dipoot ; to make such remarks and give such 
directions to the deputies in the several states as shall be 
found necessary for saving expence or preserving order 
in the business; to receive from the respective deputies, at 
the end of every twe three months, returns of all persona 
employed, how, where, and on what conditions, and returns 
of all public property belonging to the department, and where 
deposited, made out in four distinct colimms, one containing 
what has not been issued, another what is in use, the third 
what has been used and wants repauing, and the foiu*th 
what Qftielo e npo is unfit for further service and still of some 
value; these returns to be made agreeable to such forms as 
shall be furnished by the quarter master general. 

That the retxn-ns be made to the assistant quarter master 
general in March, June, September, and December; and that 
the general returns be furnished to the quarter master general 
as soon after as possible. 

That the quarter master general appoint one commissary 
of forage for the main army, and so many deputies, oom 
mi as ftrio s of tora g o and forage masters, clerks, and labourers, 
as the service may require, and the Commander in Chief shall 
approve of; a deputy commissary of forage, and as many 
clerks and laboiirers for each separate army, as the service 
may require, and the commanding officer of such separate 
army shall approve of: 

That the duty of a commissary of forage and of a deputy 
commissary of fort^e with a septate army, shall be, to pro- 
vide forage and pasture in the neighbourhood of camp, 
by purchase or otherwise, as the case may require, and to 
distiibute the same; to correspond with the deputy quarter 
masters, in the states in or nesir which the army may be, 
and make seasonable requisitions from them for such quan- 
tities of forage as the service may require, and to receive and 
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issue the same to the army, in such mamier and proportion, 
as is hereafter directed. 

That the wages of people employed in the forage branch, 
as well as the price of forage purchased, and hire of pasture 
as aforesaid, and aU other contingent expences of the depart- 
ment, be directed for payment to the quarter master gen- 
eral's pay office; that ttie commissary of forage, or his deputy, 
certify the sums due, and that the same have been fully 
examined; that such orders or certificates for payment be 
presented to the auditor of accounts in the quarter master 
general's office, and pass from him to the pay office: but 
when, from sudden movements of the army, the certificates for 
pasturage or forage furnished in the vicinity thereof, signed 
by the commissary of forage, or his deputy, cannot be brought 
for pa}rment to the quarter master general's pay office in 
camp, without great inconvenience to the possessors of the 
same, such certificates shall be paid by the deputy quarter 
master of the State in which the same shall have been fur- 
nished, the sums and articles furnished being inserted in 
words at full length; and to prevent frauds, the conmiissary 
of forage, or deputy with a separate army, shall furnish the 
deputy quarter master of the State, in which the army may 
serve, with a list of the persons employed in the forage 
branch, in their own hand writing, and the printed form of 
certificates generally made use of by them: 

That the commissary of forage maoto? gonojnl, or deputy 
with a separate army, fix upon such places for receiving and 
issuing forage at the army, as shall best accommodate the 
service; and that written instructions be given to the keeper 
of the magazine of forage, how and to whose order to issue 
the same; that prt^r entries be made in a book, to be kept 
for the purpose of all receipts and issues, and that the orders 
be numbered and filed to agree with the entries in the book. 
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That the nflsi fl toart forage maaters, and keepers of the army 
magazines shall make weekly returns to the conunissary of 
forage mootor gonoral , or to the deputy with a separate 
army, of all forage received and issued, and of all pasturage 
made use of, and certificates given for the same; and that 
the commissary of fon^ mostor gonoral , or deputy with a 
separate army, shall, at the end of every four weeks, make 
returns to the quarter master general, or deputy quarter 
master with a separate army, of all the forage received at the 
magazines or collected from the country, and of the issues 
of the same; also of all certificates for pasttirage or forage 
which have, within that time, been pven for settlement at 
the quarter master general's pay office. 

That forage for the waggon horses be issued on the returns 
of the respective conductors, countersigned by the waggon 
master g onorol or his deputy; and for other horses on the 
orders of the officers intitled to receive forage by virtue of 
these regulations : and if any officer in the forage department 
shall issue forage in any other manner, or in larger propor- 
tions than is prescribed in these regulations, he shall be 
charged with and pay the full value of such extra forage, 
and be dismissed from the service. 

That there be no deputy commissary of foH^ or forage 
master appointed, except for the main army, or a separate 
army ; and that all forage which it may hereafter be necessary 
to issue at any post, be issued by the deputy quarter master 
of the State, his assistants or store-keepers: 

That the deputy quarter master of the State shall appoint 
the magazines or places at which forage shall be issued, and 
none shall be issued at any other; nor shall any forage be 
issued at such post to any officer, unless he certifies upon 
honor, on his return, that he is not on furlough nor absent 
from the army on his private business: 
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That a ration of forage shall cooaist of fourteen pounds of 
hay and eight quarts of oats for a saddle horse, and sixteen 
pounds of hay and twelve quarts of oats, or other short 
forage equivalent, for a draught horse, per day: that in cases 
where either of the above articles cannot be furnished, a 
double quantity of the other shall be considered as a com- 
plete ration. 

And whereas the great number of issuing posts established 
in these states have, by experience, been found very burthen- 
some and expensive. 

Resolved, That from and after the twontioth first day of 
Jafy Ai^ust next, no post, without troofffl there stationed, 
and in the continental service, shall be continued or estab- 
lished in any State at the expence of the United States, nor pub- 
lic provisions or forage issued thereat (the m t ^aainoB bo lwe 
aaoa t ionod OMOoptod) , but by order of the Board of War, the 
Commander in Chief, or commanding officer of a seperate 
army; and such order shall be ^ven only in cases when, in 
their opinion, the obtaining provision or forage in any other 
way would be impracticable or nttondod with groatof public 
g rpon a o ftnd ia e onvonionoo than by oa^ isouoa r 

And whereas it may sometimes happen that there is a 
necessity to detain hired teams, the owners of which were 
to find their own forage and provisions, beyond the time for 
which such teams were engaged, and who, if their own forage 
and provisions are expended, must have recourse to tiie 
public magazines: 

Resolved, That such teams, and their conductors and 
drivers, so detained and become destitute of forage and pro- 
visions, shall be supplied out of the public magazines, upon 
tiie written order of the officer by whose order they ^all 
have been detained; and the wagon master g onorol, or his 
deputy or other person, under whose direction such teams 
shall be employed, before he signs their dischai^, shall cause 
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to be endorsed thereon, by the forage master and commissary, 
or store-keeper (as the case may be) the number of rations of 
forage and proTisions furnished to such teams and their con- 
ductors and drivers, that the same may be deducted out of 
the wages due to the owners of such hired teams: that, 
excepting in the cases above mentioned, no provisions or 
forage be drawn by any person not actually serving with the 
army, or some detachment thereof: 

That there be one waggon master goBOw i4 with the main 
army, and as many deputies, clerks, wn^on mnfltopo and ev^ 
conductors, as the service may require, and the Commander in 
Chief shall approve of ; that there be a deputy for each eeperate 
army, with as many assistants, clerks waggon nMt e t e g a and 
ealaconductors, as the same may require, and the command- 
ing officer shall approve of: 

That the wa^on master gonogal, and deputy with a sepe- 
rate army, shall keep an exact register of all persons and teams 
employed with the army in his deparfxnent, distinguishing 
by proper columns the private and pubhc property ; that he 
keep exact registers of all pay rolls, noting the time and con- 
ditions of payment; that, in every pay roll, the name and 
choTftctop employment of every person be inserted at full 
length; and that the roll be signed by the waggon master, 
ft nd eoimtoroignod by the wc^ g on moetog gonoFoJ or deputy 
with a seperate army, and then pass to the auditor of accounts 
in the office of the quarter master gonoral'o offieo general, or 
deputy in a separate aimy, and from him to the respective 
pay office: 

That the waggon master gonopal , or deputy in a seperate 
army, give all the orders on the horse yard for horses to equip 
the teams, and orders on the store for harness; and every 
V f^ g OTt To a^er deputy or assistant, receiving horses or har- 
ness upon such order, shall be chaiged with the same in his 



dbyGOOglC 



624 Joumah qf Congreas 

books, and be made to account, by ins weekly or monthly 
returns, for the horses or harness delivered to him. 

That the wa^on master gonofol shall make monthly returns 
to Uie quarter master general, or oftener if required, of all 
persons, teams, and horses, employed in his department, 
noting where and with whom serving, adding a column of 
casualties, in which to insert the deaths, stolen or strayed 
horses, and also the harness that may be lost, and generfdiy 
to make such regulations for the government of the waggoners 
as shall be best calculated to preserve public property, and 
to give them as a standing order to all the waggon masters, 
the quarter master general approving thereof: that the like 
dutira be performed by the deputy wa^on master gonorol of 
a septate army : 

That the quarter master gonowl have hberty, with the 
approbation of the Commander in Chief, or commander of a 
seperate anny, to take such and so many officers from the 
line of the army, to serve in his department, as he may find 
necessary, and as are willing to engage in the business : 

That the quarter master general establish a horse yard with 
the army, for the purpose of receiving and issuing all publio 
horses; and that the person ^pointed deliver none from the 
yard but by the order of the Commands in Chief, the quar- 
ter master general, or his deputy, or the waggon master 



The same regulations to take place with a seperate army: 
That an exact roister be kept of the rec^pt and delivery 
of all horses, from whom received, to whom delivered, and 
by whose order t o - feoop an oBbO ^- wgiatw ; and also of all 
horses that may die, be stolen, or stray from the yard, or 
that are ordered to be sold by the quarter master general, as 
unfit for farther service; and that returns of all transactions 
of the yard be made to the quarter master general's office 
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monthly, and as much oftener as the quarter master general 
may direct. 

Whereas it is necessary that every army should be limited 
in the article of baggage; this regulation being essential, as 
well to save expence as to prevent the army from being 
embarrassed in its operations; and that every officer should 
have only such a quantity of ba^age as is essential to bis 
comfort and appearance: 

Resolved, That the following proportion of vraggons and 
bat-horses be allowed to the different ranks of officers, and 
no more, unless it be by order of the Commander in Chief, 
or commanding officer of a seperate army, each of whom to 
be allowed for tJiemselves so many baggage waggons and bat- 
boTses as they may think necessary, to wit: 



h 



M&jot een«ial aod funily, . - - . 

BngBdier general and fainily, ... 

CSolonel, lieutenant colonel and major, 

Captaina and Embaltema ot a raiment, for their ^ , 

guigeon, pay ma«t«r, adjutant and quarter master, (regiments 

■tafi,) 

Brigade quartermaBtei, ........ 

For thetentaof a regiment, {or every 76 men, but this to be varied 

according to the weight en tbe tents and state of tlie roada. 
Quartermaster general, for bis baggwe according to bjs rank, — 

his boob, papers, Ac. as many as he ahtjl find necessary, 
Deputy quarter roaster ■e onowJ with the main army, or witb a 

seperate armv, for hisbaggage ...... 

Ana for his books, papers, Ac. as they may demand, ... 
A — ittnnt d eputy gu a FtOT winetos g onoml, ..... 

Gonunksary of lor^e master general with the TTinin army. 
Deputy- commissary; of forage saartoi geaewtl .with, a .seperate 

army,-' . . .' 

Jt MJsUnt de pj i tyf a rnn e m a rt o ii B wit h t h e iB aiaa imy , o a o h, 
Deynty comTniwaTy m forage mnotor gonowl with.a seperate army 

Wagon sustereeHMMand clerks, 

Deputy wagon masters g^MMl.with the main army, each • 
lOWO— 10 « 
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Deputy wBgon nuwter.gg a aia ) with ft oepente anny, clerk and 
BaaiBttnt, .--------.- 

ItiapAcbir genenl, for hu baggige Acccsdiog to his nuk, uid for 

hu papera, Ac. ftccording aa. tlie wrvice may raquire, or the 

Conunander inChiet.nwy.direct, ..--.- 

Sub inspector, ._.,....._ 

Brigade inspector, ,..-..... 

Adjutant general and aaaiatants, .--.-■. 
Deputy adjutant geneial.with a, seperate army, - - - ■ 
Judge advocate. g opo iiaH ....--.. 

CommianrvffSMMlof priaoners, ...... 

Deputy juage advocate with a wperate armv, ■ ■ ■ - 
Deputy commiflsaiy g e w a w l of pnaoners witn a eeperate army, • 
Provost mawhal with his priaoners and guards, - . . - 
A commiMary geawal ana his deputy of purchases or Issues, 
A.drouty commissary gono ia l with a seperate army, - - . 
Field commissary of military stores and iu« deputy with the main 
army, ........'... 

Deputy commiaary of militaiy stcres with a oeperate army. 
Auditors of the mam army, for baggage, and tor their books, po- 
pwB, Ac. as the aosirioo may ie*t»"ei ..... 

Auditon for a sepesato army, - - * r ' * - 
Deputy paymaster igeBesat, either with the mun army, or with a 

seperato army, 4 " 
Field poet master. 
Express riden, 



Provided, That if the number of waggonB, stated aa above, 
should prove inmifficient, the quarter master general may 
occasionally furmsh such additional carriage as the Com- 
mander in Chief, or commanding officer of a seperate army, 
or the Board of War, may direct. 

Whereas the buMneas of deputy quarter masters gonoral, 
serving in the different states, may vary greatly one from 
another; and whereas that allowance which would be ample 
in some states a ad for Homo - pogeoaa - woald bo totally in 
odoquo i to in otboiB ob woU fpomthodifforonoo thoro ie in tho 
g oninB of the xwoplo a s from tbo difforont cHponoo ftttcpd- 
ing tho dntio a of ' tho offioo , would be inadequate in others: 
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Besdved, That the quarter master general be authoiised 
to fix the pay of each deputy to conduct the business of 
his department in the states, according to the duties they 
have to perform, and the expences they will be at in ex- 
ecuting the same; so that the pay of no deputy exceed one 
hundred and thirty-foiu* dollars per month, without pro- 
viaons or for^e, always having regard to the merit and 
s^ricea of the person appointed, and which sliall be ap- 
proved of by the Board of War: 

That the pay of the a^istant deputy quarter masters ^»- 
eseA be settled by the a e oiotant deputy quarter master g onof^ 
^■ feo-dwtiiot under ^hom they rrapectively serve, accord- 
ing to the duties they have to perform, and the expences 
they will be at in executing the same, so aa the pay of no 
assistant deputy quarter master gonogn l exceed seventy- 
five dollars per month, without provisions or forage; always 
havii^ r^ard to the merit and services of the person ap- 
pointed, and which shall be approved of by the quarter- 



Thflt the pay of tho offieow in tho qoftrtciWBa a toF-g e ao fft l' B dop ft rt 
mont^ bo no follow s ^ to witi 



QuMtOP Mo s tOT G ^wwl 8606f 

Afl fl ifltont QuftPtoF MnatoFiG ^twat S666t 

Deputy Quartof Moato? Ghmow i 86t 
Afl B iHtnpt Dopaty QunrtOT Mn a tof Gkmowl 

Brigado QuMtOP M aetef fid; 
Yoroffi MnabCT Gkmoml B Bnlaono of proyiBionfl 1 tar S opyimt 100. pp Mo 

Deputy Fow g o mn a tog Gonowl 1 Hrti 1 foF b ct t* 60; 
~ ity Foingo mn fl toF GkaiOHil 



Iffpomtholino 48t 

Waggon Bfafltoy Goneml B Bati 1 tor a amsA Tfrr 

Deputy W a ggon Mo s tog G<mioh i 1 1 B 1 B oi¥. 60r 

W a g g on Conduotof. — 1 yation 40t 

If f>om the nwny ISr 
flpti f?oiidiictor 
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That the pay of the officers in the quarter master general's 
department, who are attached to the main or to a seperate 
army, and move with it, be as follows: 

Quarter master general, in addition to his pay as an officer 
in the line, at the rate of two tboua aad one hundred and 
dxty-fflx dollars in s pooio per axffi^ month of tm oquivn 
lont in otbof ouCTont money ; 

As^tant quarter master general, who is to reside nei^ 
Congress, at the rate of two tbouoond one hundred and 
sixty-six dollars e iora e o i d t per mmnm month : 

Deputy quarter master goBMwl , thirty-five dollars no nforo 
fiei4 per month, in addition to his pay in the Une: 

Brigade quarter master, twenty dollars oa of opoBc t id per 
month, in addition to his pay in the line: 

Commissary of forage mo e tcf gonowtl , seventy-five dollars 
na ftfofoflaid per month, and two rations of provi»ons i&f 
h in tf m J f per day ond one fo> his BOF¥ant : 

Deputy commissary of forage mooter g e nowd, fif ^ forty 
dollars aa aforo a oid per month, and one ration of provisions 
per day fof biroaolf and ono fog bi e e oFvant . 

Fofft ge m a etoT not of tho lino of tho oipmy, fifty dollaro 
oa ofofO fl Md per month with one gafciottof g FOvioiono peg 

Forage master when of , m addition to his pay in the line 
of the army, twolTO ten dollars as of oro e aid per month: 

Wa^on master gonofol , sixty dollars os aforoaoid per 
month, and two rations of provisions per day: 

Deputy wa^on master, forty-five dollars per month, and 
one ration of provisions per day : 

Assistant waggon master in a seperate army, forty dollars 
per month, and one ration of provisions per day ond ono for 
hia B o wont ! 

Conductor of waggons, when not of the line of the army, 
Imf^ thirty-five dollars oe oforoettid per month, and one 
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ration of provisions per day; when of the line of the army, 
twelve doUars oe of ofo e ald per month, in addition to Ids 
pay in the line: 

That the foregoing salaries be paid in specie, or other 
money equivalent. 

Whereas, in order to prevent the unnecessary consump- 
tion of forage, it is requisite to determine what officers shall 
be found supplied with forage at the public expence, and to 
fix the quantity that shall be furnished to each: 

Resolved, That in addition to the forage allowed for the 
waggon and bat-horses, by these r^ulaUons, there be issued 
to the Commander in Chief, and to the commanding officer 
of a seponte army, and to those of their suite, as many 
rations as the service shall require: 

To a major general and family, B»e seven; brigadier 
general and family, six; colonel of infantry or artillery, two; 
lieutenant colonel, two; major, two; chaplain, one; surgeon, 
one; pay master, one; adjutant, one; quarter master, one; 
brigade quarter master, one ; captain of engineers, one ; quar- 
ter master general, as the service may require; deputy quar- 
ter master gonofol, if of tho fa aewith the army, one; a owot 
ant - deputy - qmi i rtor mB s tof - genorolj-ono ^ commissary of 
forage mootof g enwai, two; deputy commissary of forage 
mnotor gonoral, one; oooiotact deputy fort^ mootog gon 
0K>1^ ono ; biigftdo f omgo nm s tor, on &t waggon master geft- 
ttwd and clerks, leta three ; deputy waggon master g on ewJ, 
#we one; deputy wa^on master with a seperate army, two; 
assistant wa^on master with a seperate army, one ; inspector 
general, agreeably to his rank ; brigodo sub-inspector, in addi- 
tion to what he draws in the Hue, one; adjutant general and 
gontlomon of bis fajuily, including what he may draw in the 
line, BJBO seven; deputy adjutant general for a seperate army 
i n oddition to who ifc ho drowB - in - tho lino , three, including 
what he maydraw in the line; co mmis s ar y gonorol of prisoners, 
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two ; deputy commissary g onowd of prisoners with a seperate 
army, two; deputy serving with the main army, one; judge 
advocate ge a opal , two; provost marshal, one; conunissaiy 
general of purchases, four; dopaty commissary general of 
issues, two; brigade commissary, one; field commissary of 
military stores, two; deputy field commissaiy of military 
stores, one; deputy pay master gonofal , one; auditors for 
the army, each, one: 

Dboctoy Qonoml of the Ho s pi tria 4 

Aa a istttot DirootoF GtonowJ 4 

Deputy DiwMbog Gonowl 4 

Puryoyog G r onowil 4 

S mgoon ond ' Phyeioiftn Ghaief ri S 

Phy a ioioDfl op fl ufgioDH of Ho B pit a ta fi 

CommiB B aiy of the Ho B pitolfl i 

That any of the said officers entitled to forage, who shall 
keep their horses at their own expence, when in camp, or 
when noooooQ i rily absent from the army on public service, 
shall be allowed as much daily for the fori^ so found as 
shall be certified monthly by the deputy quarter master 
gonoffti of the State in which the army may be, to be the 
net current cost of a ration of forage, tfee every officer 
claimiDg such payment, producing a certificate from the 
forage master from whom he usually draws f«?^e, that he 
had not drawn forage from him during the time charged for, 
and certifying upon honor that he hath drawn no public 
forage whatever during the said time for the hoopin g hia 
hofso to the canount ohof ged; on which a certificate shall 
pass from the commissary of forage maatog gonoH b l , or 
deputy, to the quarter master general's auditor, for settle- 
ment of the same, not exceeding the current net cost of the 
ration as settled by the quarter master gonoral of the dt e twe t 
State: Provided, that no officer on ftu-lough shall be entitled 
to draw forage or pay for the same, for any time he is absent 
beyond the term allowed him by his furlough. 
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And) whofofto, an onny oannot bo oubsifltod T of tbo 
op e rationa of Was OM g iod on, without an a aap l o and eop - 
t mn B upply of fopago, wbteb mnot, in a g roat port, ' be 
fawtitAHid in pft B tupago ond Hay faom tho Tioinity - of th e 
Aimy, Tboroforo, 

J i io s ofawd ^- fea t it bo foownano n dod to - tbo Lo g iolatujo e 
of tho difforont S tatoo - in whioh tho awny may Bopye, t o 
mako pioTi fl ionfl for fufniabaag t ho boreoa of tho ormy, or 
dotoohnt e nt a theroof , ffi t b o -fl uffioiont gapply of po B tor 
(^ o ^ and with ou e h - Hay or othof - fofogo oe eon bo e pofed 
fpom feo Countty ' i n the ¥ioinity of tho Aimy, or - deto e h - 
mont e thogoof j tho oomoto be e ottlod ond paid for by tho 
< ^uortop moQtop Gonofftl with th e Army^ or by the Dopnty 



That the officers of cavalry be allowed to draw forage or 
pay for the same, mider the like regulations as other offi- 
cers, for the following number of horses, provided they ac- 
tually keep the same : a colonel lew* three ; lieutenant colouel 
tibipee two; major, ^me two; captain two; lieutenant one; 
comet one; pay master, quarter master, and adjutant, exclu- 
sive of allowance as officers in the line, each one ; surgeon one : 

That all certificates for fon^e supplied to detached parties 
of cavalry, serving on the lines, or on marches, where public 
forage cannot be drawn, shall be signed by the forage master 
or quarter maater of the regiment or corps, or by a commis- 
sioned officer, if any be with the party, if not, by a non- 
commissioned officer, mentioning the quantity and species 
of forage, the ntmiber of horses, the time for which the same 
was drawn; and the price shall be inserted in words, at full 
length, and the title of the officer and regiment or corps to 
which he belongs, shall be added to his name: 

That every officer who shall give such certificates, shall 
make a return of the same to the officer commanding the 
r^ment to which he belong, who shall direct his forage 
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master, or quarter master, at the end of each month, to 
make a return of such certificates, to whom and where given, 
and to what amount, to the commissary of forage mn e top 
genopol , or to the deputy with a eeperate army, and to the 
deputy quarter master gonornl of the State in which such 
supphes shall have been obtained, which certificates shall be 
passed by the commissary of forage mo e tof g eBsxeA or 
deputy with a seperate army, either to the quarter master 
general's pay ofGce for settlement in camp, or to the deputy 
quarter master gonowd of the State for payment. 

That all officers commanding detachments of cavalry shall 
make returns of the forage they may draw, with the number 
of horses, and the time for which the same was drawn, to the 
officer commanding the regiment or corps to which they be- 
long, which the commanding officer shall deliver to the forage 
master or quarter master of the regiment or corps, who shall 
make retiu*n8 of all the forage received and issued to the regi- 
ment or corps, at the end of each month, to the conmiissary 
of forage mastof g o Begat or deputy with a seperate army : 

Th it fc-wboBoyo i'-i tH ia go - oF pF e yifli g n - be ft i roiflhod ■ t» t bo f with the 
ft fmy o> in any of tbo fl t a tc B fo r tb e- a s e - of waggonoF S ft od te a H 3fl-€«a- 
ployed in t he publie fl orooe t md bycont wt et to find tboi f own pro 
¥ ision fl-«i Bd fo fi ^ th ft t tbo fla mo be Mtdo w ed npon t hoif p a y roll a nd 
to bo deduetod from febe sa me befero tb e y -» F& - disiA ^'g od fpwn tfte 
B Oiwiee a nd it is roooounwidod genoFally 

That all the teams not serving with the army be contracted 
with to find their own provisions and forage, if possible, and 
to be paid by the t rip o p hundred weight per mile: 

That no mdlitaiy or staff officer shall own, or in any manner 
be interested in any boat, shallop, wa^on, or other carrif^, 
horse or team, employed on hire or contract, in the s^^ce 
of the United States, on pain of forfeiting a sum equal to that 
which shall have become due for the service of such boat, 
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shallop, vaggon, or other carriage, horse or team, during the 
whole time they shall have been so employed; and for a sec- 
ond offence such officer shall be dismissed from the service: 

That the quarter master general take such measures for 
providing camp equipage, and make such regulations for dis- 
tributing the dame, as he shall find necessary, and the Com- 
mander in C3hief or the Board of War shall approve; ,and that 
he also take measures for engaging such artificers as the 
service, from time to time, may require, in addition to the 
r^im^ited artificers, and as shall be approved by the Com- 
mander in Chief; and that he generally make such arrange- 
ments and appointmontfl as shall be necessary to manage the 
busmess of the qxiarter master's department, ather with the 
m^n army, a seperate army, or detachment: 

That the quarter master general or deputy with a seperate 
army, furnish such horses, for special purposes, and on par- 
ticular applications, as he shall think the good of the service 
may require; and whenever any doubt arises, that the mat- 
ter be referred to the Commander in Chief, or the com- 
manding officer of a seperate army, for their instructions: 

That no purchases of horses or any other articles with the 
m^ army, or in any of the states for the use of the army, in 
the quarter master general's department, be made, unless by 
order of the quarter master general, < H '- ono of hio aooiotanto 
or by a deputy quarter master gonorol with a seperate army 
or garrison: 

That the quarter master general make returns to the Com- 
mander m Chief and Board of War, as soon as posable after 
they are delivered in to him by the assistant quarter master 
general, of all officers and other persons employed, and stores 
belonging to the deparhuent, and that a deputy serving with 
a seperate army, or with a garrison, make returns quar- 
terly, in the months af(ne-mentioned, E^reeably to the direo* 
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tions given to a deputy of a State, which the quarter master 
general shall include in his general returns: 

That all officers in the quarter master gen^al's depart- 
ment, of whatever denomination, shall take the oaths of alle- 
giance and the path of office presmbed by Congress, before 
they enter on business: 

That, with the returns before directed to be made, of the 
name and station of each person to be appointed in the quar^ 
ter master's department, there be also at the same time cer- 
tificates returned therewith, of all s uoh their having respec- 
tively taken the oaths and qualifications dijoetod by jo e olu - 
tion of CoBg f ooo o l feo afore-mentioned: 

That in settling the accounts of officers in the quarter mas- 
ter's department, to be appointed by this act of Congr^s, 
no pay or allowance whatever be granted to any person em- 
ployed in that department, whose name and employment, 
together with a certificate of his taking the aforesaid oaths, 
whiob - by the ttforomontionod fOBolutiona is dirootod t o 
tftko thO 'S Mno shall not be duly returned in manner above 
directed; 

That the Board of War shall have power to suspend and 
dismiss aU supernumerary officers that may be bofOftftofbo 
employed in the quarter master gen^ul's department. 

Iie&)lv€d, That Major General Greene be continued in the 
office of quarter master general; that he be, and he is hereby 
directed to make the appointments and arrai^ements in the 
quarter master's department, agreeably to the forgoing 
resolutions, as soon as possible. 

And that from a nd ftftoF t ho fl O^ ' day of - Aoga a t uoat oil fuwoof 
W fl oltttioiB fop w^rul a ting tbo - Qu a rte f M aa toW a dtya^noDtj i» d-^- 
point i mon te ondoF thorn, ■ bo t mnolled a nd wteatodj 

Provided, That nothing contained in the foregoing resolu- 
tions shall be construed to annul the resolution of the 9th 
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day of July, 1779, authoming the executive authority of 

the respective states to correct abuses in the staff depart- 
ments, or to vacate any appointment made, or that may be 
mode by Major General Gates for the southern army, agree- 
ably to the resolution of the 14th day of Jime last. 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to the 
l^islatures of the several states in which the army may 
serve, to make provision for furnishing the horses of the army, 
or detachments thereof, with a sufficient supply of paaturage, 
and with such hay or forage as can be spared from the coun- 
try in the vicinity of the army or detachment thereof; the 
same to be settled and paid for by the quarter master general 
mth the army, or by the deputy in the State.' 

A report of the Board of War was read, for an advance of 
money for the purchase of horse furniture for Baylor's and 
White's regunents of light dragoons: 

Wab OmoE, July U, 1780 
Sm, 

In consequence of the resolution of the 6? June last directing such 
anns and accoutrements as were wanted for Baylor's and White's 
Regiments of Cavaliy to be sent forward. The Board immediately 
gave the necessary oniers for carryii^ into execution the intentions of 
Congress, but Col Finnie to whom the providing a part of the accou- 
trements was intrusted, has informed the Board he could not comply 
with their requisitions unless he was furnished with a sufficient sum 
of money for the purpose. He was directed to procure two hundred 
saddles, bridles, and accoutrements complete which will cost about 
£135,000. The Board therefore beg leave to report 

That a warrant issue in favor of the paymaster of the Board of War 
and Ordnance, for three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, to be 
applied to the purpose of procuring accoutrements for the cavalry 
of the Southern Army.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

"niiBrepcctiBinthe Paptn qfthe ContiamUat Congmt, No. 22, fi^o 1S3. 
■Thia raport ia in the Papcrxif' Oc Gmlwuntal OnvrcM, No. 147, IV, folio 436. 
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MONDAY, JULY fj, 1780 

Mr. [Isaac] Motte, a delegate for the State of South Caro- 
lina, attended and produced the credentials of his appoint- 
ment, which were read, as follows: 
By bia Excellency John Rutledge Esqr 

Oovemor and Commander in Chief of South Carolina 
To Isaac Motte and Nicholas Eveleigh Esq? 

WLereas, in and by an ordinance of the General Assembly of tbis 
State, intitled "An ordinance for the better security and defence of 
this State during the recess of the General Assembly" it is ordained, 
that the Governor or Commander in Chief, for the Tinte being, with 
the Advice and Consent of the Privy Council, shall and may do all 
such Matters and Things, as may be judged expedient and necessary, 
to secure the Liberty, Safety and Happiness of this State ; and vhereas, 
it appears expedient and necessary, for that purpose, that this State 
should be fully represented in the Congress of the United States of 
America, I do, therefore, by virture of the power and authority in me 
vested in and by the said ordinance, with the Advice and Consent 
of the Privy Council, hereby constitute and appoint you the said 
Isaac Motte and Nicholas Eveleigh, to be Delegates of this State to 
the Congress of the United States of America, with full power and 
authority, to represent this State, (jointly and severally) in as full 
and ample Manner, to all Intents and purposes, as any of the other 
del^ates thereof may or can, in the eud Congress. This appoint- 
ment to continue untill ten days after the next Meeting and ^tting 
of the General Assembly of this State, unless it shall be sooner re- 
voked, by me, or the Governor and Commander in Chief of the said 
State, for the Time being, in which Case, it shall cease and expire, 
upon such Revocation. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Camden in S". Carolina this 
twenty-seventh day of May Anno Dom! 1780 

J. RUTLBDOE [SBAL.]' 

A letter, of 14, from General Washington was read, an- 
nouncing the arrival of the French fleet at Rhode Island; 

' TheongiiuJuiDthePaperiq^lA<C7ntin<ntaICtni^«M, SouthCuoliiut, GndmttaU 
o/DcUgata. 
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also enclosiog a plan for conducting the business of the in- 
spector general and the officers in that department. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said plan be as- 
fflgned for Thursday next. 

A letter, of 10, from General Washington was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [James] 
LoveU and Mr. [John Morin] Scott. 

A letter, of 13, from the committee at headquarters was 
read, enclosing a copy of Gieneral Washington's letter to them 
of the same date, and of their circular letter to the states 
from New Hampshire to Maryland, inclusive. 

A letter, of 4, from the council of the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay; and one, of the 8, from Governor Greene of the 
State of Rhode Island, were read, enclosing acts passed by 
the legislatures of the respective states, in pursuance of 
recommendations of Congress.' 

A letter, of this day, from B. Arnold was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress a letto", 
of 21 March, from Mr. Comyn, at Paris: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

A letter, of this day, from Captain Stith, of Baylor's 
dragoons, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

* WMhington'B letter of Uie 14th ia in the Papert of the Corttinmtal Ctmgrtu, No. 152, 
EC, folio 6, the enclosure being on folio 9; the letter is printed in the Writingi <^ 
Wa»lwtglon (Ford), VIII, 343. His letter of the 10th ia in No. 152, VIII, folio 637; 
it is i»inted in the WnUng* of WaAingUm (Ford), VIII, 338. The letter from 
headiuarten ia in No. 39, 1, folio 116; a ttanaciipt of the letter And of tbo encloeures 
ia in Oommittee Book, 1780, Froceedinga of the Gomniittee appointed the 13th of 
kpaX, 1780, folioe 30, 216, and 69. The HaaBTChusette letter ia in No. 66, 1, folio 452; 
the Bhode laland letter is in No. 64, folio 474. 

* Arnold's letter is in the Paptr$ of At Cbnimmloi OonfMM, No. 162, ftjio 206; that 
of Btitb ia io No. 78, XX, toUo 625. 
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A memorial &om ^miiam Alricks was read: ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. JULY i8, 1780 

A letter, of 15, from General Wafihiogton was read. 

Another letter, of 15, from General Washington was read, 
endoong the proceedings and sentence of a general court 
martial on the trial of Doctor W. Sbippen, Jum-, director 
general of the military hospitals: 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be assigned for 
to morrow. 

Another letter, of 15, from General Washington was read, 
respecting the hospital department: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A letter, of 11, from President Rodney, of the State of 
Delaware; 

And three letters, all of the 10, from Governor Trumbull, 
of Connecticut, were read, enclosing an account of the pro- 
ceedings and acts passed by those states, respectively, in 
pursuance of recommendations of Congress, agreeably to the 
requisition of the 17 June last. 

A letter, of this day, from James Jay was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 17, from Gouvemeur Morris was read, 
requesting that his name may be withdrawn firom the nomi- 
nation for secretary to the Minister Plenipotentiary at the 
Court of France. 

■ lliiB memoiiml, dated July 12, 1780, la in the Paptn qf At CbniwuntaZ Oonfnu, 
Ho. 41, 1, fdio 55. 

* Wadi^igton's fint totter of the 15th la in th« Paptn qf tht Continental Congrtu. 
No. 162, IX, folio 21; the aecoid of the nme dkte on lolio 25; the third of the aame 
d>to m folio 19; the DeUware letter ia in No. 70, lolio 749; the Oonnecticiit lettora 
ue in No. 68, II, foUoa 63-71; Jay's letter ia in No. 78, Xin, folio 171. 
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Mr. [James] Lovell requested that his name also may be 
withdittwn from the same nomination, both which requeste 
were agreed to. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ord&ted, That on the application of William Palfrey, pay- 
master general, the following warrants issue in his favour: 

One on William Armisted, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the commonwealth of Vii^nia, for forty six 
thousand nine hundred and eighty six dollars and 52/72 of a 
dollar; and 

One on George Brook, treasurer of the commonwealth 
aforesaid, for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars (part 
of the monies raised in the said commonwealth for the use 
of the United States) to be applied in the department afore- 
said, to the use of the southern army ; and for which the said 
William Palfrey is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That two bills of exchange of two hundred and 
twenty five dollars each, drawn on the honble. John Jay, 
Esquire, amoimting to four hundred and fifty dollars, be 
advanced to Lieutenant Colonel Deriks, on account of his 
pay, in lieu of the bill for four hundred and forty foiu- dollars 
on the honble. Henry Laiu*ens, (uxlered to be advanced to the 
s^d lieutenant Colonel Deriks by the resolution of the 12 
instant. 

The Board of Treasuiy, to whom was referred the extract 
from Mr. [Philip] Schuyler's letter, of the 6th, report their 
opinion. 

That it is inexpedient to penmt the commissaries of issues 
to furnish the retained rations, in lieu of the subsistance 
money allowed to the officers of the line, but that the pay- 
master general be enabled to pay the subsistance money 
aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 
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Ordered, That the consideration of so much of the report 
of the Board of Treasury, as relates to the letter, of 8th, from 
Mr. Laurens, which was refored to them, be assigned for 
Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Lovell, 

Resolved, That the resolution or act of Congress, of the 
tenth day of May last, respecting loan office certificates 
destroyed through accident, be extended to loan office 
certificates which have been, or shall be thrown overboard 
of any vessel, to avoid capture by the enrany. 

The delegates of the states of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts bay, Rhode Island and Connecticut, to whom was 
referred the letter, of 10th, from General Washington, with 
an estimate of tents and other camp equipage wanted by the 
army, brou^t in a report, which was taken into considera- 
tion; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of General Washington's letter, of 
the 10th, and the estimate of tents and other camp equipage 
wanted for the army, accompanying the same, be trans- 
mitted to the supreme executive powers of the states of 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, and that they be requested to take such meas- 
ures as they may judge will be most speedy and effectual 
for procuring within the said states respectively, the portions 
mentioned in the estimate, or as great a part thereof as may 
be had, especially of the most essential kinds. 

Resolved, That the same assurances which were ^ven to 
the subscribers to a bank ;in Fensylvania by resolutions of 
Congress, of June 22d last past, be, and hereby are given for 
tiie reimbursement of the expencea which shall be incxured 
by a compliance with the foregoing resolution,^ 

' llda report, in the Tnitiiig of famn Lovell, is in Uk Pap«n o^ tftc CbntiTMnlat Cton- 
grm, No. 19, VI, folio 346. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, to whom were referred the petitions of Thomas Jones, 
George Crotbers and others, artificers in the service of the 
United States; and thereupon. 

The Committee to whom were referred the petitions of Thos. 
JoDes, Geoi^ Crothera and others, artificers in the service of the 
United States. 

Beg leave to Beport, 

That upon examining the inliatments of the said Petitioners do 
find the same in substance to be " during the present war, or for three 
years unless sooner dischaiged by proper authority." That the 
receipts given for their bounty upon such inliatments are usually in 
substance for "The bounty ordered by Congress to be paid to non 
commissioned officers and privates who inlist during the continuance 
of the present war." That the Kesolution of Congress directing 
inlistmenta for three years as far as it respects the bounty is in the 
words following. 

"Resolved that all non commissioned officers and soldiets who 
do not incline to engage their service during the continuance of the 
present war and shall inlist to serve three yeara unless sooner dia- 
diarged by Congress, shall be entitled to and receive alt such bounty 
and pay as are ^owed to those who enlist during the continuance 
of the present war, except the one hundred acres of land, which 
land is to be granted to those only who inlist without such limita- 
tion of time." 

Upon due consideration of the above matters your Committee are 
of opinion, that said Petitioners, and oQ others vJh^her artifieen or 
soldiers in the line of the Army who iolisted themselves in tha manner 
above mentioned and have served the term of three yeais, ought 
immediately to be dischai^d, and cannot without manifest injustice 
be any longer detained in the pubhc service, unless they have re- 
engaged in the same by receiving a new bounty or some other subse- 
quent act; But inasmuch as the Petitioners and others in likB circum- 
atancee are generally citizens of the State of Pennsylvania and are 
now serving either in their State line or corps of artificers, uid were 
inlisted under the direction of the executive authority of that State 
and may at thi? time be considered as a part of their quota of troops — 
your Committee are of opinion that this buBinees ought to be referred 
10970—10 — 41 
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to the President and ezecutire council of the said State of Fennsyl- 
Tania, who appears to be under every poesible advantage toknowtiie 
true state of the inlistments in question, Emd under every induce- 
ment to do full justice to their own Citizens, Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the before mentioned petitions be trans- 
mitted to his excellency the president and supreme e^utive 
council of Fensylvania, who oaw hofoby fully autbori a ed 
ond -e mpowogod to oc t PBO to bo diBofao a^ od o e titoy in thoi g 
opinion mo y-y ad g o ontitlod to tho B oano r to grant such relief 
as they eliall judge just and reasonable to the petitioners and 
to all other non commjssioDed officers and privates i a fe e 
Ponngylyftnio lino of - theaiimy whooo inliotm e nt m thoif 
g onofttl tonof of oubotnnoo-o j o t e - sorro during tho prosont 
wttf^ Of fof tbfoo -y o ft ra - unlosaQOonopdioqbapgod by ppopor 
anthority^ and wbo - fa>¥oao> y od throo yoaro c^yoooblo to 
thoij inliBtaKff tfc- ) of the corps of artificers in similar circum- 
stances, who have been raised in the said State. 

That said Preeident and Council be requested to take effectual 
measures for compleating their full quota of troops that no diminu- 
tion may long continue, by discharges given pursuant to the above 
Ee8(^ution.> 

[Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow.] 

WEDNESDAY, JULY ig, 1780 

A letter, of 17th, &om the supreme executive council of 

Fensylvania was read, with sundry papers enclcsed:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [John] 

Henry, Itfr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, Mr. [Abraham] Cl^k and 

Mr. J[oseph] Jones. 

' This report, in the writing of Abrabtun Clark, is in the Papen </ Ote Coniintntal 
Cbn^rcM, No. 19, in, folio 293. It is indorsed by Chul«e Th(nMon: "Ddivered 
July 10." 

■ This letter ia in tlie Papert of Ae ConiinenUd Oongrtu, No. C9, II, toUo 189. Tbe 
encloBuree are on foUo S06, 209, 213, 217, 221, 22E, 227, 231, 236, 238, 243, 247, 252, 254. 
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Mr. [John] Fell laid before Congress an extract of a letter 
from W. Deuniiig, representing great waste and neglect of 
public provisions at sundry posts through which he passed in 
the State of New Jersey: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Timothy] 
Matlack and Mr. [John] Fell. 

A memorial of James Tyne, captain, and Chfo-les McCarthy, 
lieutenant, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing a 
letter, of 12, from Moore Furman, D. Q. M. G.' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark and Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boasd op Wab, Jv^ 16, 1780 

Preeent MT Peters, Col. Qrayson, Oen! Ward 

The Board having considered the memorials of Lieut: Beaulieu 
and Lt: La Clause of the late Count Pulaski's Corps are of opinion 
that each of those gentlemen should receive the pay now due them, 
from the paymaster general, which the Board will order. In addition 
to which they b^ leave to report 

Resolved, That Lieutenant La Clause receive the brevet of 
captain in the umy of the United States and that he be 
permitted to return to Europe. 

That the sum of Dollars be granted toMon'La 

Clause to enable him to prosecute his voyage.* 

Ordered, That the remainder be re-committed. 

• ThiB memorial, d&t«d Jvly IS, 1780, is in the Papen o/tht Oontmmlal Congntt, 
No. 41, yill, folio 132. 

* niia letter is in the Papen of the Omtmadal Congrtn, No. 148, 1, folio 146. A 
copjr of Furman's letter is in No. 19, II, folio 36G. 

■ This report ia in the Paptn of the ConHnenlal Camgnu, No. 147, IV, folio 441. 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 
The Board having considered the report of the Board of War dated 
the 14"' instant referred to them by Congress beg leave to rqwrt 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the Board of War and 
Ch^Jnance, for three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, to 
be applied to the purpose of procuring accoutrements for the 
cavalry in the southern army; and for which the aforesaid 
Joseph Carleton is to be accountable. 

iWt on the appUcation of Major General Greene, Q. M. G. 
accompanied with an estimate approved by the Board of 
War, a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Chfo-Ies 
Fettit, assistant quarter master general, for four himdred 
and sixteen thousand dollars, to be applied to the purposes 
prescribed in the said estimate ; and for which the aforesaid 
Major General Greene, quarter master general is to be 
accountable.* 

That on the appUcation of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, accompanied with an estimate approved by 
the Board of War, a warrant issue on the treasurer in h^ 
favor, on account of Major General Greene, Q. M. G. for four 
thousand and sixty six dollars, to be applied in the depart- 
ment aforesaid for the purposes mentioned in the said 
estimate; and for which the said Major General Greene, 
Q. M. G. is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Palfrey, paymaster general, for five hundred thousand 
dollars, to be applied to the payment of subgustance money 
due to the officers of the line; and for which the aforesaid 
William Palfrey is to be accountable.' 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

"nUs report is in the Pap«rao/(ft< Gmtmmial Congrat, No. 136, TV, folio 427. 
'Thia report ia in the Papo-i of th» Ckmtitimtai Cangreu, No. 13S, IV, folio 431. 
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BOAED OP ADUmALTT JvHy 18^ 1780. 
The Board beg leave to inform the Honorable the Congress, that 
in consequence of an application made to them by the Honorable 
Henry Laurena Esq: they have ordered the Mercury Pocket, belonging 
to tlie United States, to be got in readiness, to convey him to the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands. 

As a quantity of Duck and Ship-Chandlery, which ate very much 
wanted for the navy, and some small Duck, which may be wanted 
for tents for the anny, may be imported in the JWisr- 
fmma. eury, provided the Board are furnished with a Bill 

upon any one of your Commissioners for that purpose 
and as the prt^t upon such an importation would in some meas- 
ure countervail the expenee of about eighty thousand Dollars which 
will be incurred by sending the ifercury on the proposed voyage, 
the Board therefore request Congress to furnish them with a Bill of 
Exchange for £1000 Sterling, on the Honorable John Jay Esq- 
The Board further beg leave to move, that a warrant may issue 
in their favor on the Treasury for thirty thousand 
FMMd. Dollars, to enable them to procure sea stores for the 

Passage of the Honorable Henry Laurens, Esq^ 
It will be impossible for the Board to proceed in fitting the Con- 
federacy, if the small sum of money they are possessed of is applied 
to any other purpose, and indeed unless they can be furnished very 
soon with a supply of cash that fine ship, which at this time might be 
usefully employed, must to the great grief of the Board and dishonor 
of these States continue to lie a useless expenee at the Wharf . 

Fbais: Lbwis, By order.' 

Resolved, That a bill of exchange on the honble John Jay, 
for one thousand pounds sterling, be drawn by the Board of 
Treasury, in favoiu* of the order of the Board of Admiralty, 
to enable them to purchase and import duck and ship 
chandlery. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasmrer, in favour 
of the Board of Admiralty, for thirty thousand dollars, to 
enable them to prociue sea stores for the passage of the 
honble Henry Laurens." 

* This report is in the Papen of lft< Con&vtntal Congrai, No. 37, folio 431. 
' This order iru also entered in the nunuacript Secret Journal, Foreign AOun. 
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According to the order of the day, Congrees took into con- 
mderation the proceedings of the court martial on the trial 
of Doctor W. Shippen, director general of the hospitals, 
and some time being spent therein; 

Ordered, That the farther conrnderation thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. JULY ao, 1780 

A memorial of Beesly Joel, late captain in his Britannic 
Majesty's corps of long's or Ec^^ers' raiders was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from the Board of Admiralty was read, enclosing 
a letter, of 19th, from Thomas Bradford, deputy commissary 
of prisoners.' 

A letter, of 8, from Governor Clinton of the State of New 
York was read, accompanied with a summary of the pro- 
ceedings of the executive and l^islative authorities of the 
State of New York, and acts passed by the l^islature of the 
said State, in pursuance of c^'t^ acts and resolutions of 
Congress, agreeably to the recommendation of the 17th June 
last." 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant 
quarter master general, accompanied with an estimate 
approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, on account of Major General Greene, 
quarter master general, for four hundred thousand dollars, 
for the purpose of discharging the contract between Edward 



' This tetter and enclomire are in the Paper* of &e (%mKn«ntaI Omgrew, No. 37, 
folioB 435 and 437. The former is indorsed by Thomaon : " To lie on table. Ang. 24, 
1781, not to be act«d upon." 

■ This letter ia in the Fapm of Ae ConHnentai Oongmt, No. «7, II, fdio 286. 
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Wright, Junr. and Colonel Christian, for thirty thousand 
bushels of grun mentioned in the estimate aforesaid, and 
for the service of transportation; and for which sum the 
afcncsaid Major General Greene, Q. M. G. is to be accountable.' 
Tbbabubt OniOB 

Juty £0^ 1780 

The Board beg leave to represent that the warrant reported this 
day for four hundred thousand dollars in favor of Charles Fettit 
assistant quarter Master General is designed for the Department 
under the particular direction of Henry Hollingsworth Deputy 
Quarter Master General. That they consider it their duty to submit 
to Congress a report of the Conunisaioners of Accounts on certain 
accounts of the aforesaid Heniy Hollingsworth wherein he stands 
diarged with f otgeiy and other frauds and abuses in the execution of 
his office. 

Tliat the said Henry Hollingsworth has appealed from the afore- 
said Report to this Board who have been ready to hear said appeal 
which however has been deferred from time to time. 

That the department under his particular direction is very impor- 
tant and requires constant and latge supplies of money which are, 
have been and ought to be regularly furnished — from all which con- 
siderations, the Board beg leave to report the following Resolution — 

Resolved, That Henry Hollingsworth, deputy quarter 
master general, be and hereby is suspended, until his appoftl 
from the foport of - tbo oommisBionoro of oooount s dfttod 
th e 3 0t i h day of - MoiPob last is duly h e njd - and finiJly do 
te iminod and that some other person be appointed to trans- 
act the business of that department in tho moan timo .' 

Resolved, That the deposition of Robert Anderson, respect- 
ing the supposed foi^ery of bis name to a receipt, offered as 
a voucher in support of the accounts of Henry Hollings- 
worth, be tx'ansmitted to the executive authority of the 
State of Maryland, in order that such proceedings may be 
had against the person or persons concerned therein as may 

■ This lepcKt ia in the Papen of Ihe Contintnlai Cmgnu, No. 138, IV, folio 429. 
* This M^Kirt IB in the Popov qiriA* OmimffUaJ Connnu, No. 136, IV, folio 433. 
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be agreeable to the laws of the State, at the ezpeace of the 
United States. 

Congrefis resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor Shippen; and having 
made some farther progress, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
letter from Mr. Laurens be re-committed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JULY 21, 1780 

A letter, of 20, from Mr. Du Simiti^ was read.' 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 15, from General Washington, brought in a report, wliich 
was read; Whereupon, 

Tlte Medical Committee to whom was referred the letter of the 
Commander in Chief of July IS"* beg leave to report, 

That they have conveTsed with T). Cochran and other gentlemen 
of the Hospital department by whom, and the many distressing ac- 
counts the Committee almost daily receive from every quarter, it 
appears that the department is in want of almost every article neces- 
sary for the comfortable sustenance of the sick and wounded soldiery. 
They are therefore clearly of opinion that a sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars is immediately necessary to put the department on 
such a footing, that the danger the General apprehends in his letter 
may be avoided. They beg leave to refer to the enclosed estimate 
and submit the following resolution. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Jonathan Potts, purveyor of the hospitals in the middle 
district, for two hundred thousand dollaJs, for the use of the 
hospitals in the middle district, to be applied as the Medical 
Committee shall direct; the said purveyor to be accountable.' 

' ThoiDBCHi wrote im the maigin: "24 July, he had leave to witbdniw this." 
'This report, in the writing of Fied^ck A. Uuhlenbeig, ia in the Paptn ofHu 
Contintnial Cangnu, No. 19, VI, folio 287. 
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The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 15, from Doctor Brown, brought in a report, which waa 
read; Whereupon, 

The Medical Committee to whom D. Will. Brown's letter of July 
IS"" was referred, b^ leave to report: 

That they have conversed with D. Brown and find that his cir> 
cumstances will no longer permit his continuance in the service, and 
as it appears to them that he has been a faithful and diligent ofiBcer 
they Hubmit the following Resolution. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high opinion of the 
abilities, integrity and past services of Doctor William Brown, 
physician general, but as his present circimistances will no 
longer permit his continuance in the service, his resignation 
be accepted.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the extract of a 
letter from W. Denning, brought in a report, which was read : 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said report be 
assigned for Tuesday next . 

Ordered, That a copy of the said extract be transmitted 
to the Board of War to take order. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was readj Where- 
upon, 

Treasubt Office, Jviy £0, 1780. 

The Board having considered the letter from Benedict Arnold 
dated July 17, 1780, referred to them by Congress, report. 

Ordered, That the sum of twenty five thousand dollars be 
advanced to Major General Arnold, on account of his pay; 
and for which he is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, accompanied with an estimate approved by 
the Board of War, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, on account of Major General Greene, quartermaster 

' This report, in the writing of Frederick A. Unhlanbttg, !■ in tbe Paptn o/ the 
ContinaUai Congrtu, No, 19, I, folio 423. 
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general, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be applied in 
ihe department aforesaid to the purposes mentioned in the 
said estimate; and for which the said Major General Greene, 
Q. M. G. is to be accountable.' 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; 
wherein they recommend "that Mr. Van Dyck be {^pointed 
captain of marines, to act at present and receive pay as 
lieutoiant of marines, on board the Saratoga** 

BoABD OF AsHntALTT Jviy 15^ 1780. 

Hie Board beg leave to repreaent to the Honorable the GongresB, 
that there being a vacancy on board the Saratoga of Lieutenancy 
of Marines, that ship from her size is not permitted to have a Cap- 
tain and Mr Van Dyck being strongly recommended to the Board 
by Gleneral Washington to an employment in the navy, the Board 
thought it proper that he should be appointed to act at present and 
receive pay as Lieutenant of Marines on board the Saratoga, but as 
the General hath recommended him to a Captaincy, and he appears 
to merit that rank, the Board therefore wish that a Commission of 
Captain of Marines in the Navy of the United States may be granted 
to Abraham Van Dyck EsqT. 

Inclosed is Qeni Washington's reconunendatory letter, which was 
omitted when the commission for Mf Van Dyck was transmitted to 
his Excellency the President of Congress. 

The Board take leave further to observe that there are but two 
Captains of Marines out of Employ, excepting such as are Piisoners, 
and about six I^ieutenants, and where they are, or in what business 
Nigaged is altogether uncertain, none of them are here. It would 
be a great injury to the Service to have marines on board our ships 
without officers to Command them, until absent officers should be 
sought for and found, fmd when any of them should be found they 
may be either employed in private, or decline further public service. * 

On the question to agree to this report, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Timothy] Matlack, 

■ This report is in the Fapen of the OmtmrntaJ Congrat, No. 136, IV, folio 436. 
' Thii report and enclomire are In the Papen oj 1A« OoKHmaOal Congmi, No. 37, 
IoUofl416uid423. 
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•y}«y 



no }iio 



no J 



Marslmd. 




Mr. Hiinson, 


no 


Hemy, 


no 


Virpma, 




Mr. Jones, 


no 


Walker, 


no 


Norik Carolina, 




Mr. W. Jones, 


»y 


Hill, 


»y 


Sotiih (hnHna, 




Mr. Bee, 


no 


Kinloch, 


no 


Motte, 


no 


Oeorjio, 




Mr. WJton, 


»y 


TeUiiir, 


no 


Few, 


no 


Howly, 


no 



-ay 



New Hompsfttre, 

Mr. Folsom, 
Maasaehuaetta Bay, 
Mr. S. Adams, 
Holten, 
Ehode laland, 
Mr. Cornell, 
OonneeHeut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Sherman, 
B. Huntington, 
NeiD Jersey, 
Mr.FeU, 
Clark, 
Permaylvania, 
Mr. Armstrong, 
Matlack, 
Ingersol, 

So it passed in the n^ative. 

On motion of Mr. [Timothy] Matlack, seconded by Mr. 
[Whitmill] Hill. 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty enquire into the 
circumstances under which a quantity of sugars and other 
merchandise were imported in the frigate Cor^ederacy, and 
who were the persons concerned in that transaction, and 
report thereon to Congress. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read: 

AsunuxTT Otfiob SI Jviy 1780. 

The Board beg leave to report to Congress that a warrant issue in 
their favor upon the Treasurer for 976,736. Dollars, being the amount 
of the estimate, to enable them to fit the Confederacy for sea. 

The monej arising from the sales of sugar imported by the Com- 
missary General of Purchases, and to be sold imder the cUrections of 
the commercial Comm**, would furnish a considerable sum, and we 
could wish that it might be applied to this purpose, especially as by a 
Resolution of Congress, all prize money is to be applied to the use of 
the navy, and it is exceedingly natur^, that money obttuned by the 
navy should go to its use when wanted. 
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It IB not proposed that tiie whole sum specified, if it could be sup- 
plied, should be dr&wn all at once, but from time to time aa necessity 
may reqoiie. 

The Board beg further to report that a warrant issue on the 
Treasure in their favor for forty thousand Dollais to enable them to 
advance a month's pay to the men belonging to the Saratoga, which 
is now ready to fall down the river * 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 

Treasury. 

Mr. James McCall was put in nomination by Mr. [Francis] 
Kinloch for a commissioner in the chambers of accounts. 

On a representation made by the Delegates of Massachusetts Bay, 
that there is no General Officer to draw warrants on the Deputy 
Paymaster General in that Department and that Officers and Soldiers 
in that State have consequently not been paid their wages agreeably 
to resolutions of Congress. 

Raolved that the, Prendetd unlA iKe advice of the Cownal of the State 
of Massachusetts Bay be, and hereby is authorized and empowered 
to draw warrants upon the Deputy Paymaster General in that 
Department for such sums of money as now are or shall become due 
to Officers and Soldiers doing duty in that State, and to those of the 
raiments lately under the command of Colonels Jacobs and lyjer 
for their service in the State of Rhode Island entitled to receive pay 
agreeably to resolutions of Congress * 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JULY 22, 1780 

A letter, of 5, and a memorial from Lieutenant Colond 
Fleury, were read: ' 

Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the Board of 
War. 

■ThisrepOTt and the oncloanre "ui estiinKte of what is neceeBwrtofit theCm- 
/«iJmiqrfoisea,"areinth«Poper(q/'th«Q>n<uwntaICoTvrew, No. 37, tolioe 266-273. 

' Tbia motioD, in the writing of Samuel Adams, ia in the Paper* of the CotOinmlai 
Congreu, No. 36, 1, folio 85. 

■ The memorial is in the Paptn of A* Omtiamtal Oongnu, No. 41, m, to^ 212; 
tlie letter in No. 78, IX, folio S21. 
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Tliree letters from the honble. J. Adams, were read; one 
dated March 8, another the 18, and the third the 19th of the 
same month, and referred to the Committee of Foreign 
AfTairs.' 

A memorial of Benjamin Fuller was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report &om the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Offiob. Jviy. 18. 1780 
Sib, 

The board have been applied to by MT Fettit, Asads? Qr Master 
Gen! for money to pay Major Lee for horses ptirchased by himsdf for 
his Corpa. It appears that Major Lee has lately ptirchased six horses, 
amoanting to twenty thoasand one hundred pounds, to replace in 
part the number he lost last winter at Burlii^i«n, trusting to the 
necessity of the case to justify him. But aa the Board know of no 
resolve of Congress, authorizing such purchases, they beg leave to 
submit to Congress the propriety of determining upon M? Pettit'a 
application for£10,216 — the balance now due to Major Lee — the differ- 
ence between that sum and Uie amount of the purchase money, Mr 
Fettit has already paid him. 

Should Congress be of opinion that the money should be furnished 
the Board beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Charles Pettit, assistant Q. M. G. on account of Major 
General Greene, Q. M. G. for twenty seven thousand two 
hundred and forty two dollars and two thirds of a dollar, for 
the purpose of paying for horses lately purchased for Major 
Lee's corps ; for which sum the said General Greene, Q. M. G. 
is to be accountable.* 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter of Moore 
Furman, delivered in a report, which was read. 

*These letten are printed im the Dipbmtatie Oonvpondenet qf&t Ameritan Enoltt- 
»m (Wharton), III, 639, 6G7 and 560. 

'liiia memorial, dated March 21, 1780, la in the Paptn t^At Coniinmial Congrtu, 
No. 41, III, IbUo 216. 

» Thi« rep«t ia in the Popert offhi ConfwwntaZ Conf/n**, No. 147, IV, loUo 462. It 
la fatdoned: "See Hay 18, 1780." Lee'a letter was read on that day. 
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The committee to whom was r^erred ihe letter, of 19 
June, from 2^'or General Greene, Q. M. G. brought in a 
report, which was read. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceeding of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor Shippen, and having 
made some farther progress, 

Adjotu^ed to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY. JULY 24, 1780 

A letter, of 23 March, from the honble. J. Adams was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs, to report thereon. 

A letter, of 20, from General Washington; and 

A letter, of 6, from J. Bradford, were read. 

A letter, of 18, from the committee at headquarters, with 
Bimdiy papers enclosed; also 

One of the 20, and one of 21, from the same, were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Henry] I^urens and 
iSi. [Abraham] Clark. 

A memorial of William Millfoid [Millward] was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That from the particular circumstances attending 
the case of William Watson, and he having offered the best 

* This letter la printed in the ZHpImnotM Oomtpotidenet qf Ae Amtriean Amolutwn 
(Wharton), III, S«B. 

■ Bmdicvd'fl letter is In the Paper* qfOt Conimmtal Congnm, No. 78, HI, folio 4B3; 
Wuhington'fl ia In No. 152, IX, folio 39. The letters from the Committee tX Head- 
quutensre in No. 39, I, folios 134, 141 ukd 142; thejr are tnutsctibed in Committee 
Book, 1780, Proceeding^ of the Committee appointed on the VSP^ of April, 1780, fotioa 
SI and 88. 

■ This memorial, dated Ivlj 21, 1780, Is in the Paptn c^ the Gontmmial Oongrvi, 
No. 41, VI, folio 186. 
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vouchers to support his claim that bis present »tuation will 
admit of, 

A warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, for seven 
thousand four himdred and e^hl^ dollars, on accoimt of the 
rum mentioned in his memorial to be furnished to Francis 
Coddington, deputy commissary general of purchases in 
Geoi^, and for which sum the said William Watson is to be 
accountable. 

Resolved, That in the absence of a general officer, the 
supreme executive of the State of Massachusetts Bay be, 
and hereby are authorised and requested, to draw warrantB 
upon the deputy pay master general in that department Igt 
such sums of money as now are, or may be hereafter due on 
account of pay to officers and soldiers who have done, or are 
now doii^ duty in that State, or in the State of Rhode Island.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter from Moore Furman, deputy quarter 
master; and thereupon. 

Resolved, That a copy of the sbaA letter from Moore Fiuman, 
be transmitted to bis Excellency Governor Livingston, and 
to the quarter master general: 

That the qu^cir master general be directed immediately 
to appoint such suitable person as shall be approved by the 
supreme executive authority of the State of New i^xaej, to 
act as deputy quarter master in the said State, agreeably to 
the late r^ulation of the quarter master's department, in 
order that the measures therein provided for collecting forage 
and transporting provisions and other public stores, may be 
taken as soon aa possible: 

That, until such deputy is so appointed and ap[Ht>ved, 
Moore Furman be authorised to receive from the state com- 
missaries such quantities of forage, out of the supplies pur- 
chased for the United States, as may be necessary to enable 

I This report iaiiith«i'B]Mnq/'tb OonHntnial Congnu, No. IM, IV, lalio 437. 
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him to forward the transportation of public stores; and that 
Governor Livingston be requested to give orders to the state 
conunissaries to deliver the same accordingly, if such order 
shall be necessary: a nd a loo to- t ^i ftt ho nooooooi y gtop s tor 
ft ppFO¥ipg a " B ttit a blo po fs oa -t o bo appointed Dopaty 
Q mwtop MnotoF - in ooid S toto oo afogooaid oo opo e dily n e 



Congress took into condderation the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter of 19 June last from Major General 
Greene, quarter master general; and thereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the 19* of June 
last from General Oreene desimig the sense of Congress on his reepon- 
sibihty as Q. M. General for the E^xpendituree of his Agents submit 
the following report. 

lliey concerve it to be essential to the public interest as well as 
incident to the native of all offices entrusted with money for pubUc 
usee, that those who exercise them should be accountable for its 
due application nor can it make any substantial difference whether 
the advancea be immediately disbursed by the principal himself to 
whom they are made, or by agents appointed by and amenable to him 
since it ia always in his power and ia manifestly hia duty to take the 
precaution of sufficient securities. 

That this has been the idea of Congress appears not only from the 
express condition on which every particular advance of money has 
been made to the several Departments, but from a resolution of Con- 
gress of March 2^ 1778 subsequent to the appointment of General 
Greene "enacting that the forage masters, waggon Masters and other 
officers in the Department be in the appointment of the Q' M' General, 
who ia to be responsible for iheir amduti." In this general responsi- 
bility no doubt can exist, that the faithful expenditure of pubhc 
money ia included. On the contrary it is rather to be supposed, that 
this branch of their duty was most immediately pointed at. 

The Committee however in searching the Journals find two in- 
stances in which it appears that Congress have been disposed to qualify 
tiie strictness of this doctrine in favour of the Heads of the Depart- 

' Thia raport, written by "Bjogm Shemun, waa delivwed Julj 22. It ia in the 
Papen of tAi Cantmadal Cfmgnu, No. IS, II, folio 361. 
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ments. The first is a resolution passed April 16*^ 1778 respecting the 
ConmuBsary General's Department vhich as far as the ezpendittire 
of money is concerned is perfectly uialogous to that of tiie Qf MT 
General. It is in these words, "That nothing contained in the sys- 
tem of the Commissary General's Department shall be constnied 
to make the Commissary General liable for the misapphcation of 
money for the iise of his Department by any inferior officer in that 
Department, provided that he shall take bonds from the Deputy 
Commissary General and Assistant Commissary General respectively 
appointed by him, with not less than two good and sufficient securi- 
ties in the sum of twenty thousand dollars to be by him lodged in 
tha Treasury Office, and the said Deputy Commissaries shall be 
exonerated of all sums of money by them respectively paid to the Pur- 
chasing Commissaries, provided they shall take bonds from the said 
Purchasing Commissaries respectively with not less than two good and 
sufficient securities in the sum of ten thousand dollars, which btmds 
they shall lodge in the said Treasury Office." 

The other instance is the report of a Committee on a letter from Gen' 
Miffiin agreed to in Congress May 19*^ 1778 in the words following 
"That they had had a conference vntix Major General Mifflin and the 
Auditor General on the subject of the said letter and having heard 
General Mifflin's observations on his peculiar situation as Q. M. Gen- 
eral and his objections to being held strictly to account in cases where 
from the nature of the business and particular circumstances attending 
it, he was incapable of direct agency and the necessary Superintend- 
coice that the Committee deUvered to him and to the Auditor General 
their opmion that the great servants of the pubhc are generally to be 
accotmtable, that if in the course of adjusting the pubhc accounts defi- 
ciencies sh^ appear Congress vrill in every special case determine 
upon the circumstances as they arise whether the party shall or shall 
not be discharged, that the Committee had no doubt, but such favor- 
able allowances would be made as justice should require, but tiiat 
Congress could not consistent with their duty to the United States by 
any general resolution hold up the maxim, that payment of money to 
Deputies or ABsistanta in a Department should discharge the prin- 
cipal." 

From Qm view of the subject, the committee recommend the fol- 
lowing restJution 
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Resolved, That Major Gen«^ Greene, quarter masto* gen- 
eral, be informed, in answer to bis letta* of the 19 June 
last, that Congress, conceiving it to be esaential to the public 
interest, as well as incident to the nature of all offices en- 
trusted with the disbursement of public monies, that those 
who exercise them should be responsible for such disburse- 
ment, whether it be made immediately by themselves or by 
agents appointed by and responsible to them, cannot, eon- 
ostently with their duty to their constituents, by any gen- 
eral resolution, hold up a contrary mazim; but as they wish 
not to expose the faithful servants of the public to any 
unreasonable nsques or losses, and are sen^ble that, in the 
various branches of the quarter master's department abuses 
and ^uds may possibly happen, notwithstanding all the 
customary precautions, that in all such eases they will deter^ 
mine on the circiunstances as they arise, and make such 
favourable allowances as justice may require. ^ 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab asd Obdnaitob Ofvioe. July XX. 17^ 

StB, 

We have the honor to lay before Congreas an estimate of the shot, 
shells, and gun powder required for the service of the present cam- 
paign, and whic^ the intended co-operation with our allies, in the 
siege of New York rendets indispensable. Large as it maj seem, it 
is one third part lees than the estimate sent us by Gen! Enox, and 
approved by the Commander in Chief, copies of whose letters on the 
Bubject are iaclosed. The estimate of the Board is founded on one 
of Gen! Enox's of the S^ of Oct? 1779 (when Count D'E^aing was 
expected) for a &X/rtiy days si^e, which being doubled produces the 
present estimate for nxtj/ days : but as the days are now one third part 
longer than they were lost Oct? Gen! Enox thinks one third more 
should be added to the estimate. It appears however to the Board 
that the chief operations will not now take place till the days are 
much shortened ; so that the principles on which he grounds his first 

>ThiB report, in the writing of Janus Madiaon, is In the Paptn qf th$ Gontmtntat 
Oongrtu, No. 19, II, folio 449. 
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eatim&te will apply to the present one. Besides, we greatly fear that 
the estimate of powder wiU hardly be completed as it now stands; 
but should we happily be mistaken in this point, and the siege soon 
commence, the orders for shot and shells may then be increased. 

To the estimate we have added the probable cost of the shot and 
shells yet to be procured, and the price of such powder as may be 
purebred in the United States, which we apprehend will be very 
little. The second estimate contains a list of articles not on hand, 
and which must be purchased as necessary appendages for the service 
of the mortals and cannon. 

Were it possible for Congress to furnish immediately the requisite 
sums of money, we should hare httle doubt of procuring the deficient 
numbers of shot and shells: but the iron masters who were employed 
the last year in casting them, were such great sufferers by the delays 
and mode of payment for their work, we cannot even hope that many, 
if any of them, will again work for the United States without the 
highest moral certainty of their being paid in due time, and according 
to the real value of the articles they shall furnish. Some of them 
indeed we are informed have been rendered iDc^>able of making the 
necessKiy preparations for putting their furnaces in blast this season, 
and are almost ruined. Had they been early paid the sums they 
finally received, even in loan office certificates, they might probably 
have applied them usefully: but as it was, they could procure with 
them neither stock nor workmen, nor negotiate them without a loss 
of from ten to fifteen per cent: utd to this day, arreais are due to 
some of them. We trust Congress will excuse our being so particular 
on this point, because it appeared to be necessary in order to give 
them a just idea of the embarrassments we are now to e3q>ect in 
procuring shot and shells. 

As we conceive it to be utterly impossible to furnish in currrait 
money the requisite sums, we beg leave to suggest as the best remedy 
under present circumstances, the expediency of enabling the Board 
to contract with tiie iron masters in a certahi medium, which at the 
same time that it insures to them eventually the full payment of 
their debts, cannot injure the public. Such contracts we believe may 
be made. Tet few if any of the iron masters will be able to proceed 
without some current money to pay and feed their workmen; for 
which purposes we hope thousand dollars may be sufficient. 
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But should these stores be provided, still there viU be & capital 
deficient^ of gun powder, to procure vhich, uo possible resource 
should be left untried. 

Theee States hare bo often experienced the kindnwas and gen- 
erosity of our aUiee, we cannot doubt of their readiness on the present 
emergency, to supply our wants to the utmost extent of their abiUty. 
Should their fleet here hare a surplusage of gun powder, we assure 
ouiselTes it will be most cheerfully lent us; but it is to be doubted 
whether they have brought more than will be wanted for their own 
use and that of their troops in the intended joint operations. Their 
magazines however in the islands may be amply suppHed, and from 
thence perhaps some aid may be drawn. The friendship of the 
Spanish nation may also warrant our hopes of deriving asststance 
from the stores of his most Catholic Majesty at the Havajma. Of 
the propriety and mode of ^plications in theee cases, Congress will 
determine. 

We need not observe, when such large quantities of stores are to 
be procured, and on so short notice (for the General's letter of the 
4"' inst: was the first official information we received of the aid 
of ships and troops e^wcted from France, and of the intended opera- 
tions against New York) that the immediate attention and decision 
of Congress on the subject of this letter, is indispensable, and in 
order to facilitate their detemunations, we beg leave to state our 
own ideas of the matter in the following resolutions 

Resolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be author- 
ized and directed to procure with all possible despatch, six 
hundred and fifteen tons of shot for battering cannon, and 
nine himdred and forty seven tons of shells of such ozea as 
they shall deem proper according to the requisitions made 
by the Commander in Chief .^ 

That for this purpose, they be immediately supplied with four 
miUions of doUais, and that tiiey be authorized to contract for the 
whole quantity on the best terras possible, and agree on behalf of 
the United States to make payment in specie, or an equivalent in 
the cuirraicy of theee states, at such periods as shall be mutually 
agreed on between the said Board and the manufactureis, with inter- 

> nUa resolution ma also entored in the manuscript Secret (Domartic) JonroaL 
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est at six per cent per annum from such times as shall be fixed on by 

the said Board 

Beadhed, That the said board be furoiahed with the further sum of 

four hundred and thirty five thousand dollars for the 

Ba«rt qf 'ftyry. purpose of procuring the articlee of military stores 

enumerated in then: second estimate of the 24^ instant. 

Resolved, That the said Board be furnished with dollars in 

PmtpgMi. bills of Exchange on to enable them to pur- 
chase gunpowder in the Uoited States. 
Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be directed immedi- 
ately to import from the West Indies as much gun- 
powder as they can obtain: uid that for this purpose 
they be furnished with dollars in bills of exchange on .' 

Ordered, That the reminder of the said report be referred 
to the Board of Treasury. 

The Board of Admiralty having represented that there is a 
vacancy of a lieutenant of marines on board the Saratoga, 
and having recommended Mr. Abraham Vandyke for that 
office, 

Rewlved, That Abraham Vandyke be appointed a lieu- 
tenant of marines, and that his commission bear date the 
7th of this month, &om which fjme he has acted in that 
capacity, by order of the Board of Admiralty, on board the 
Saratoga sloop of war.' 

APMiBALTr Ofetob 

Jviy H'^ 1780. 

The Board of Admiralty beg leave to represent to the Honorable 
the Congress that some time in the year 1778, they passed an act 
directing the marine Committee to revise the regulations relative to 
the navy and captures by sea; that afterwards upon an appUcation 
of the said Committee Congress divided the business, «™g"'"E the 
former to the Marine Committee and the latter to the court of appeals ; 
tiiat both parts have been taken up but have not been pursued and 
completed; that it is highly necessary this matter should be resumed 
and finished, and both the regulations be published in one pamphlet; 

■This report is In the fapcrtq^tb CbnfnmtoZ Cim^rcu, No. 147, IV, (olio 469. 
* This report ia in the Paptn nf Q» OmlinmCal CongriM, No. 37, folio 276. 
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so that the Commandera of the Davy, privateeis, and lettera of MaiqiN 
may be properly iafonaed of their duty and the confusion aToided 
wbidi must follow an attention to r^ulations adapted to circum- 
stances very different from the present, to r^ulations indigested and 
incomplete. 

The Board have resumed the branch assigned to the Marine Com- 
mittee, and intend to proceed in the business as they may have 
leisure. 

As the Commissioners of appeals consisting of Members of Congress 
are dissolved, The Board b^ leave to propose, that a special com- 
mittee be appointed, to revise the regulations relative to captures by 
sea and form a s^tem suited to our present circumstances and 
conneziona. 

The Bottwi be g lo a vo to infown CongK m th a t Q^ i t a in - V a B Dy e h y 
baring applied fof a liioutonMit of Mnrinc B ConMHs s ioo in tho - C<Mt - 
tiooDt a l Nayy, a nd ' ha s donodoty aB s uob ' on board the S arat ogatro t a 
the 7* d a y of thi s inst a nt a ll which i s s utauttod to t h& do t oHnin a tioB 



Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty proceed in revisiag 
the regulations of the navy, and that the revi«on of the 
regulations relative to captures by sea, which was heretofore 
conunitted to the Committee on Appeals, be referred to the 
said Board, and that they report with all convenient dispatch 
a system suited to the present circumstances and conn^cions 
of these United States. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Jared] 
Ingersol, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury lay before Congress a 
state of their proceedings respecting the sales of bills of 
exchange, agreeably to sundry resolutions of Congr^s, 
specifying the number disposed of under each resolution, and 
at what rate of exchange, and that they report fully thereon. 

Ordered, That to morrow be assigned for electing an 
assistant quarter master general to reside near Congress. 

^TtuBKportieiatboPapenqftiiOontmmtaiGongntt, No. 37, folio 277. 
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Charles Fettit, Esquire was put in nomination for assistant 
quarter master general by Mr. [John] Armstrong. 
Adjoiuned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY as, 1780 

A letter, of this day, from the Minister of France was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomaa] McKean, Mr. B[enja- 
min] Huntington and Mr. [WhitnuU] Hill. 

A letter, of 20, from Genial Washington, was read, enclos- 
ing copy of a letter of the same date from Brigadier General 
Maxwell, requesting leave to resign:' 

Resolved, That the resignation of Brigadier General Max- 
well be accepted. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 24, from J. Gibson was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take order. 

A memorial of Joseph Browne, surgeon of the 7th Fenayl- 
vania raiment, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Conunittee to 
report. 

A petition of Abel Westfall was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 24, from W. Gibbes, one of the commissioners 
of the continental loan office for the State of South Carolina, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

' This letter ia printed in the Diplomat Comtpondmot o/lht Amtriean Savolution 
(WbartoD), III, SBl. 

* This letter ia in the Paptn 0/ tiu Qmtinmlai Congrw, No. 152, IX, folio S3. 

■ Thin memorial, dated July 24, 1780, ia in the Papert 0/ the Conlmmial Congnn, 
No. 41, 1, folio 296. 

* Thia petition, undated, ia in the Paptn of Hit ConHnmbU Congrtti, No. 42, VHI, 
folio 192. 

* Thia letter b in the Papara q^ttf CDnJuufOof GEMvrm, No. 78, X, folio 266. 
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The del^ates for New Hampehire laid before CongreBB a 
letter, of 30 June, from Preadent Weare, which was read, 
together with a petition from John McClintock, and sundry 
papere encloaed, respecting a capture made by him and 
others and carried to Granada.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

' At a Boabd or Wab, JuZy £4, i780 

PreMDt Col. Pickering, Mr Feteis, Col. Orajaon, Oen} Scott, Gen! 
Ward 

The board having received inform^ion that Maigsret Corbin (for 
whom Congrees made proTision in their act of July 6. 1779 for her 
gallant conduct in serving a piece of artillery when her husband was 
killed by her side) Btill remalos in a deplorable situation in conse- 
quence of her wound, by which she is deprived of the use of one arm, 
and is in other respects much disabled and probably will continue a 
cripple during her life. Beg leave to report 

Reaolvedy That Maigaret Corbin rec^ve annually, during 
her natiual life, one compleat suit of cloaths out of the public 
stores, or the value thereof in money, in addition to the pro- 
vision made for her by the act of Congress of July 6, 1779.' 

Anotherreport from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That Monsieur la Clause receive one year's pay as 
lieutenant in the legion late Pulaski's, and tfeot billo of 
OBohongo { of - twe - faaidfod dolto fs o » fe e OoHimiooiono gfrftfe 
Holland bo grnntod to hinij to enable him to ' totum to 
Eufopoi and that the sum of eight thousand dollars, in 
continental currency, be granted to him, to enable him to 
return to Europe.* 

■ Thu letter is in the Popcn q^O* CimtWMntal Congnu, No. 78, XVI, folio 46. 
"Thia report ifl in the Pap<rto/{A< ConHnmlal Omgrtti, No. 147, IV, folio 460. 

■ Thia repwt ii in the Papen t^ lb ConttMntoi Cwgttn, No. 147, IV, folio 406. 
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CoQgreas proceeded to 6he election of an aaaistant quarter 
maater general, to reside near Congress, and the ballots being 
taken, Charles Pettit, esq. was elected, Hhaving been previ- 
ously nominated by Mr. [John] AimatrongH 

On motion of the delegates for Penaylvania, 

Resolved, That the supreme executive of the several States, 
which are called upon to furnish wagons for the service of 
the United States, be authorised to make such allowance for 
the hire of waggons as they shall think adequate, until deputy 
quarter masters are appointed for the states respectively. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the interest due on the certificates issued 
trom the loan office in the State of North Carolina be referred 
to that office for payment, to which office bills of exchange 
have been sent for the piupoee of paying such interest. 

And that the interest due on the certificates issued from the loan 
^^^ office in the State of Georgia be postponed until the 

p^Mts and books of said loan office be deposited vith 
the Treasurer of the United States. 

Ordered, That on the application of Charles Pettit, aaast- 
ant quarter master general, approved by the Board of War, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, on account of 
Major General Greene, Q. M. G. for nine thousand seven hun- 
dr^ and ninety two dollars, for the use of the department of 
the said quarter master general, who is to be accountable.' 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, A. Q. M, G. 
accompanied wifii an estimate of monies wanted in the 

e*rf approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, on account of Major General Greene, 
Q. M. G. for two himdred thousand dollars, to be applied 

^TluBnpcirtiB'aHbaPapen of the Continental OmvreM, No. 136, IV,IoUo439. 
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to the payment of road aad ammunition wagons, of men 
onployed by the day, and occasional expences of men to 
go with horses and teams to camp, per month, and to the 
purchase of camp equipage; and for which the said Major 
General Greene, Q. M. G. is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of David Claypoole, printer, a 
warrant issue on tiie treasurer in his favour, for two thousand 
dollars fog the pugpo e o of binding ' the JonmulB of - ^n - 
gf (MW ■■■ fo g - tbo yo e o f 177 8; and for which the said David 
Cla3rpoole is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Joseph Carleton, paymaster 
to the Board of War and Ordnance, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer in his favour, for twenty thousand dollars, for the 
contingent expences of office; and for which the said Joseph 
Carleton is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of Jacob Heiltzeimer, a warruit 
issue on the treasurer m his favour, for sixty thousand dol- 
lars, for the piupose of purchaang forage for the horses under 
his care; and for which the said Jacob Heiltzeimer is to be 
accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. W[hitmill] Hill, a delegate 
for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue on the treas- 
urer in his favour, for ten thousand dollars ; for which the said 
State is to be accountable. 

That on the appUcation of the Board of Admiralty, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer in their favour, for forty thousand 
dollars, to enable them to advance a month's pay to the men 
belonging to the Saratoga sloop of war, which is now ready 
to faU down the river; and for which earn the said Board of 
Admiralty is to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 18, from Sir James Jay, brought in a report ; Whereupon, 

Mmt it t^p e ars by tho lott&p ftfo f osMd t hat tho 3O,0Q0 
dollttPO thoroin monteionod wet e put in t o - the b a ado of fe bo 
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e ontinontol oloo i thi e ro in Boafcon, by flip Joomog Jay, m 
tho month of July, 177 8; 

^at it appooP B- by tho - Gfaotwniy boohs thot - o wfttirnnt 
iflBuo d OB -t be 1 ^ day of Augu e fe foitowia g v foT the purpooo 
of diBohafging ia fnll - th e dfaugbt - on r- Jamoo Moa a o r 
oloathiCT g MMtfoJl, fog tho afofOBaid 20,000 dollaw )' . ■ Fi p om 
whwA it appoftf » ) that - it wo e in tho - p e wo? of -B ig J; Jiy 
to r e ooiTO payment in o e s hort a timo aB e oqld g e o s on a bly 
bo oipootod. — That tho delay wa a eroatod by himself, and 
VQO not oooQoionod by the United S tate s , and that b e 
nt^oetod - to roooiTO ■ payment till Ootobo? liiot ;- and 



Resolved, That although Sir James Jay has suffered con- 
raderably by the depreciation, in common with many other 
patriotic and virtuous citizens of these states, yet it is inex- 
pedient to give any relief in the case stated in his letter of 18 
July, 1780.' 

Boootood) That GopfflOBB a g goo t o tho fl otd « ^o rtT 

Tbkabubt Otpiob Jvly £6, 1780. 

The Board having considered the resolution of Congress of yester- 
day autiboriziiig the Board of War to procure shot and shells for the 
present Campaign, referred to them to provide the ways and means 
of furnishing the necessary supplies of money, for canying the same 
into execution Beg leave to Report, 

That at present there is no money in the Treasury of the United 
States, but that there is reason to expect that the several quotas of the 
sum of ten millions of dollars required by Congress on the nineteenth 
day of May last, will speedily arrive, part of which may be applied to 
the purposes of the aforesaid Resolution 

That the Board of War be authorized to contract in Continental 
Currency for the whole quantity of the articles ordered to be procured 
by the Resolution aforesaid on audi terms as may be obtained most 
advantageous to the public, which Contracts Congress do hereby 
declare shall bona fide be executed on the part of the United StatM 
ff itiiin t wo - months fwtm tbi e-date;- and that adequate compensation 

■ Tbia KpMt is in the Pap«r* of the CrmtinmtcU Cangnu, No. L36, IV, folio 441. 
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shall be made for all losseB that may be occaaianed by d^iecistioil 

should any arise after the time of contract until payment is made — 

They Beg leave further to Keport, 

That the Committee of Commerce be furnished with dollats 

in Bills of Exchange on for the purpose of importing Gun pow- 
der for tribich sum the said Committee is to be accountable.' 

Resolved, That to enable the Board of War to execute the 
auUiority vested in them by the resolution of the 24, for the 
purchase of shot and shells, they be supplied with the sum of 
four millions of dollars, and that they be authorized to con- 
tract for the whole quantity of shot and shells mentioned in 
the resolution aforesaid, on the beat terms possible, and agree, 
on behalf of the United States, to make payment in specie, 
or an equivalent in the currency of these states, at such 
periods as shall be mutually a^«ed on between the said 
Board and the manufacturers, with interest at six per cent. 
per annum, from such times as shall be fixed on by the said 
Board. 

That the siud Board be furnished with the further sum of 
four himdred and thirty five thousand dollars, for the pur- 
pose of procuring the articles of military stores enumerated 
in their second estimate of the 24th instant.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 36, 1780 

A letter, of 22, from General Washington, with sundry 
papers enclosed, was read: 

Ordered, That the same be ref^red to the Board of War. 

A letter, of June 30th, from Brigadier General Moultrie 
was read:* 

>ThiaraporttaintlieAvmQ/'tiUCbiUmmtiiICb>vrcM,No.l8e,IV,fdio446.' Itii 
indoned:"PcB^M)ned and report ol Baud irfWu adopted." 

* This nadutitti wta &lao entered in the nuumacript Secret (DomeBtic} JonnuJ. 

• Wuhington'e letter is in the Papert of the CtmtinaUal Coagnu, No. 162, IZ, 
f(^ 47; Ifoultrie'B letter ifl in No. U8, f<dio 477. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The membere chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [Hrauy] 
lAurens and Mr. pThomas] Bee. 

The Medical Conunittee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Joseph Brown, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Joseph Brown, surgeon to the 7th Feneyl- 
vania raiment, have leave of absence for eight months. 

Ordered, That so much of his memorial as respects his pay 
be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter of 17th, 
&om the supreme executive [council] of the State of Pensyl- 
vania, and the letters and papers enclosed, brought in a 
report, which was read. 

The Conunittee to vhom vas referred the representation of the 
State of PennsylTania of l?"* July, and the letters enclosed, report, 

'Hiat upon an examination of the papers and letters referred to 
them, it appears that the goTetnmrait of the State of PennsylTania in 
this critical conjuncture of our public affairs has manifested her usual 
zeal and activity, and that the letter from the Committee at Camp of 
tiie 13? day of July contains sentiments improper to be addressed 
to the supreme executive authority of any of the United States.* 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from the 
Minister of France, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the frigates T^mbuU, Coirfederacy, and 
Deane, and the sloop of war Saratoga, be put tmder the 
direction of General Washington, to be employed in co- 
operating with the fleet of his Most Christian Majesty, com- 
manded by Admiral the Chevalier de Temay, in any naval 
enterprizes on the coasts of North America. 

Ordered, That the Prendent inform the honble the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of France, that the frigates, TrumbuU and 
Deane, are expected to be in the port of Philadelphia some 
lime in the next week; immediately after which, they and 

■This rapcrt, in tlw writing cl Sunuel Adama, li fai the Papm of Urn Cmtinaaal 
Omgnv. No- SB, I, foUo 88. 
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the Saratoga will be ordered to join the French squadron, 
which it ifl hoped may be effected, by the fifteenth of next 
month, and it ia expected that the Confederacy will be 
manned and ready to sail with, or in a few days after, them. 

That Uie signala on the approach of any of the above 
vessels of war to the French squadron be communicated by 
the Board of Admiralty to the Minister of France. 

Ordered, Ttiat a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the Board of Admiralty, for seven hundred thousand 
dollars, for the use of thor department; for which the eaid 
Board of Admiralty ia to be accountable. 

Congress took into conmderatiou the report of the Board 
of War, which was read on the 12, recommending a repeal of 
the act, of 28 June, 1779, respecting promotions in the army; 
and the question to agree to the report, passed in the n^ative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 

That a brigadier general be appointed, in the nxnn of 
Brigadier General Maxwdl, reEogned: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from the honble. the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of Prance was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Board of War laid before Congress an estimate of 
stores to be purchased for the use of the army: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boakd of Wab Juiy 17. 1780 

PreBent. Col. Pickering, W. Fetera, Col. QTayson, Gen! Ward 

The Board having made inquiry into and considered the state of the 
department of military stores at Springfield in the State of Massachu- 

> This lettar is printed in the DipUmaiie Comiponibnee of At Amtriean Bei>olution 

(Wfa&TtCHl), IV, 11. 

■This letter ia in the Poperaq^fA* Contintntai Om^rot, No. 148, 1, fdiolM. The 
" Amount of the Nombei and Value of the Storee to be purchased agreeable to cetimkta 
to the oae trf the army" b in Ho. Si, folio 291. 
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sette Bay, are convmced that it ia and has long been so very ill 
conducted that the benefits derived from \t have been xeiy inadequate 
to the expense of supporting it. Sensiole of this, the board more 
than six months ago requested Col Lamb (who had been appointed 
Surveyor of Ordnance) to visit that post, to examine into abusee, 
and report such arrangements as the good of the service should, in 
hia opinion require. His report will be transmitted to Congress 
herewith. The most important matter recommended by him is the 
appointment of "a person capahU of managing the department, who 
should have the superintendence of the whole." This coincided with 
and confirmed the opinion the Board had previously formed on the 
same point. The board at that time endeavored to procure a fit per- 
son for such superintendence, and received encouragement that a 
gentleman every way qualified for the office would accept it, but 
were disappointed. We are now satisfied it would be better to break 
up the post entirely than continue it on its present footing. For, 
such has been the negligence and mismanagement for some time past, 
we cannot think it our duty to furnish any more money for the post, 
while the present princip^ there are in office: yet without money 
business miist wholly cease, and the depf^tment be dissolved. An 
immediate reformation of it therefore appears to be absolutely 
necessary: for as the post ia well situated, as many Stores are there 
collected, and buildings provided for their reception, we think it 
ought to be maintained, provided, abuses are reformed, useless 
officers removed and proper arrangements made: and If this be done 
immediately some important advantages may be derived from it 
during the present campaign 

We beg leave farther to observe, that In order to obtain the most 
satisfactory evidence respecting the post at Springfield, we directed 
Mf Hodgdon Deputy CommT QetL' of MiUtary Stores, who is peison- 
ally acquainted with it and with every officer there, to lay before us 
the fullest information in his power respecting it. His answer is 
enclosed together with extracts from letters to him from divers 
officers in the department at Springfield : all which clearly evince the 
absolute necessity of reforming it, especially by removing those who 
now claim to be its principal directors. We i^so find that there are 
some improper and unecessary officers at other posts in this depart- 
ment who ought immediately to be removed. We therefore beg 
leave to report, 
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Resolved,^ That EzekielCheever Esq' and Lieutenant Colonel 
David Mason, who have been employed at Springfield in the 
State of Massachusetts Bay, in the Department of the CommT 
Gen! of AGlitaiy Stores be excused from farther service at 
that peat b ut fe a t they oontinuo to roee * Te tboif poy and 
g ubflistonoo money go e pootivoly^ until the fnrthop ofdo? of 



That the Board of War and Ordnance be authorised and 
directed to remove any unecessary officers at that and any 
other post in the department of the CommT Gen! of Military 
Stores, and to arrange the affairs of the whole department in 
such manner as they shall deem most conducive to the 
public service: reporting their proceedings to Congress. 

The Board are aware that the business now reported upon is 
included in the commission of the committee at camp ; but as they are 
likely to be detained there during the campaign; as the Board are well 
acquainted with this department, from its having ever been under 
thdr more immediate direction: and at the present time, have 
received as full and satisfactory information respecting it, as periiaps 
can ever be obtuned: and as the public service is suffering greatly 
for want of the arrangements now proposed; we thought it our duty 
to wait no longer, but to ask the immediate decision of CongresB 
thereon.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JULY 2j, 1780 
A letter, of 24th, from Preadent Rodney, of Delaware, 
was read.' 

Areport from theBoaid of Admiralty wasread; Whereupon, 

Adiciraltt Offici, July Sff^ 1780. 
The Board of Admiralty have received the Resolutions of Congress 
respecting a revision of the R^ulations of the navy, and of those 
relatire to Captures by sea. 

■ The n«zt two pumgnphs ue entned in the JonnuJ in the mitliig of Oeo^ B<Ktd. 
* This report is in the Papen oftKe Cbnftncn/ol CongrtMi, No. 147, IV, folio 444. 
*Thii letter Ii in the Papat of the Qmiinental Cotifptu, No. 70, folio 767. 
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Proteetmg that they are disposed to pay due obedience to all acta 
of Congress and to do every tlung in their power for the furtherance 
and promotion of the sea service, the Board crave leave to request 
that they may be dischai^ed from reporting a system of r^;ulationa 
relative to Captures by sea, and for the following reasons, to wit. 

First. The impropriety of ftHaigning this branch c^ regulations to 
them, and ^ 

Secondly. The impossibility of thdr completing in convenient time 
a proper system. 

Conceiving that there was an impropriety in conmiitting this 
branch of regulations to the Marine Committee, Congress notwith- 
standing that Committee consisted of thirteen members, many of 
which were learned in the law of nations, did, agreeably to their 
request, assign this business to the court of appeals, as the Board 
have already represented to Congress. 

If it was then improper, the board submit to the wisdom of Congress, 
whether it can be now proper when there are but two standing 
members of the Board of Admiralty, to commit to them the framing 
a system of regulations relative to Captures by sea. 

The impossibility of their reporting such a system in due time, 
will appear from the following considerations. 

R^ulationa for the Navy will require much time and attention. 
Those which have been made by Congress, must be critically reviewed, 
and audi of them selected as are judged suitable to our present 
drcomstauces, the British regulations inspected (for the Board do 
not think it unlawful to be taught by an Enemy, whose naval skill 
and power, imtil the reign of the present illustrious King of France, 
were superior to that of any Kingdom or state on earth) such of them 
adopted as our constitution will admit, and the whole Efystematically 
arranged. 

This business the Board have re-assumed, and it must be pursued 
amidst a variety of other matter, and under the embarrassments, 
in which for want of a system and money the Board, is deeply in- 
volved, a considerable iMigth of time must of course have run out 
before the regulations of the navy can be reported. After this, as 
the resolutions now stand, the regulations relative to Captures are 
to be taken up. Congress we believe will be of opinion with us 
that in this way they will not be completed until the arrival of wune 
Teiy remote period in futurity. 
10970-10 — 13 
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For (hflM reuons, we hope Congress will discharge the Board from 
framing regulations relative to Captures by sea, and commit it to a 
special committee as was before requested.' 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty be discharged from 
reporting a system of r^ulations relative to captures by 
sea; and 

That the same be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] 
Henry, Mr. [Jared] Ingersol, Mr. [Richard] Howly and Mr. 
[Nicholas] Van Dyke. 

Whereas it is necessary that, during the wfu-, the states 
be supplied with commisE&ons, bonds and instructions, for 
inivate armed vessels, and that the bonds given by the com- 
manders of the s^d vessels be returned Into the office of 
the secretary of the United States in Congress assembled: 

Ordered, That the conmussions signed by the Fre»dent, 
and attested by the secretary of the Board of Admiralty, 
tc^ether with the instructions and blank bonds, be lodged 
in the office of the secretary of Congress, and issued from 
thence to the several states, on the requisition of the supreme 
executive powers of the sud states respectively: 

That the bonds executed by the commanders of the 
private armed vessels, to whom commissionB are or may be 
^ven, be lodged in the office of the secretary of Congress: 

That an account be kept in the said office of the commis- 
EQons, bonds, and instructions sent to the several states, 
and of the bonds returned by them respectively into the 
said (^ce.^ 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Wba^ 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of William Ramsey, 
derk in the chamber of accounts, a warrant issue on ^e 

> This mptxt ia in tlie Papen of tht Continental Congrtu, No. 37, tolio 281. 
*Tim i^ort IB in the Paper* of the Continentai Congrtu, Ho. 37, iolio 279. 
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treasurer in his favour, for six thoiisand dollars, on account 
of his salary. 

That on the application of John Nicholson, a clerk in the 
chamber of accounts, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for six thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

The Board of Treasiuy, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of WiUiam Millward, report. 

That it is expedient and necessary to refer the said William 
Millward to the commissioner of the continental loan office 
for the State of Connecticut, for the payment of the interest 
due on the sum mentioned in bis said memorial, as the money 
was put into that office: 

The Board beg leave further to report: That the Loan Offices are 
not in condition to make paymontB agreeably to the resolution of 
Congress dated the 28'^ day of June last, and that it is e^edient that 
speedy provision be made for that purpose.* 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

A memorial from Joshua Barney, lieutenant in the navy^ 
was read.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the petition of 
Abel Westfall, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Was.. Jviy £7. 1780 

Present. Col Pickering, Col Grayson, Gen' Ward 

The Board having considered the petition of Abel Westfall, re> 
{erred to them by Congress, are of opinion, that the vouchers, (the 
best the case will at this time admit of) are sufficient to establish his 
claim of payment for his waggon and horses, impressed into the serv- 
ice of the United States in 1777, by order of Gen. Smallwood, and 
therefore beg leave to report 

Resolved, That the petition of Abel Westfall be referred 
to the Board of Treasury, to report a sum to be allowed him 

> Thia lepot is iu Uie Papm 0/ 1A« Cbntmottol Cbn^rcM, No. 136, rv, folio 447. 
1 This meouffial, dated July 26, 1780, ii in the Paftn of Ou Cbn/Muntot Congrem, 
No. 41, 1, folio 301. 
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for the payment of a waggon and three horses taken into the 
service of the United Statee, by cider of Brigadier General 
Smallwood, in 1777.' 

Congress rraumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor W. Shippen, Junior; 
and some farther progress being made, 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Moirow. 

FRIDAY. JULY 38, 1780 

A letter, of 24, from Governor Lee, of Maryland, was read, 
enclosing an act passed by the l^elature of that State, in 
pursuance of the resolutions of Cbngress, of 18 March last. 

Ordered, That the said act be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of 23rd, from the committee at headquarters 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed.' 

A memorial of R. Fatton was read ; Whereupon,' 

Resolved, That until the farther order of CoDgrees, Robert 
Patton, messenger, and William Hurrie, door keeper to Con- 
gress, be allowed for their services at the rate of 40 dollars 
a day, continental currency, from the 20tb day of April last. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of War on the petition of Robert Jewell; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab, Jvly S^, 1780. 

Present ColS Pu^ering, W Peters, CoH Grayson. 

The board having considered the petition of Rob^ Jewell, keeper of 
the new goal praying for an addition to the salaries of himself and 
his assistants, are of opinion, that the^ ought to be increased. 

■ This repcfft is in the Papen o/d^ Cmtuuntol GmjrKM, No. 147, IV, folio 4eS. 

* The Huyland letUi is in tiia Pajtat of Oe QmtituiUai Conffrui, No. 70, folio 39S. 
The letter from the Committee At HeadquuterB ia in No. 39, 1, folio 14S, nnd ■ tmt- 
Bcript is in Committee Book, 1780, Fioceedinga of the Committee appointad the 13tli 
April, 1780, fdio 38. 

* Thia memorial, dated July 28, 1780, is in the Paptn of tkt Continental Congrat, 
No.41,Vni,loUal2S. 
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From the 20^ day of June 1778 to the last day of Decl 1779 their 
pay was aa follows 

Robt! Jewell for himself, tmnkey and occasional clerk 8 dollars a 
day. 

Two assistants each, four dollars a day. 

From the 1? of Jan'- 1780 to this day there has been allowed to 
'Rohi Jewell, 30 doilan a day. To each of hia assistants 20 dollars 
a day. To his Turnkey 10 dollars a day, in full for their services, and 
subsistence. 

As these sums are very inadequate to the expencea of these persons, 
and they hare suffered greatly by the depreciation of the currency 
between the different periods of fixing th^ pay, the Board beg leave 
to report. 

Resolved, That until the further orders of Congress, there 
be allowed to Robert Jewell, Keeper of the new gaol in 
Philadelphia, sixty dollars a day. 

To each of his asastants fifty dollars a day, and to hia 
turnkey, thirty dollars a day, in the present Continental 
currency, in full for their services, ^id subaistance; and that 
this encreased pay commence on the first day of March last. 

The Board beg leave to add, that the keeper assures them hia 
assistants will leave him unless their pay is increased, it being im- 
possible for them to subsist, on their present stipends.* 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. 6e» 
[William] Few, 

Order&i, That a committee of five be appointed to take 
into consideration the state of South Carolina and Georgia, 
and make report: 

The members chosen, Mr. J[o8eph] Jones, Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams, Mr. [John] Armstrong, Mr. W[illie] Jones and Mr. 
[James] Henry. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the general court muiial on the trial of Doctor W. Shippen; 
and some farther progress being made therein, 

"This report is in the Paptra <i^ (A« OontinmteU Gongrtn, No. 148, 1, folio MI. 
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Ordered, That the farther coDBkleration thereof be post- 
poned. 

According to order, the Board of Treasury laid before Ccm- 
gresB a state of their proceedings respecting bills of exchange. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY JULY 99, 1780 

Sundry letters from Holland, of March and April last, were 
read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] Armstrong, 
a delegate for the commonwealth of Fensylvania, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer in his favoiir, for ten thousand dollars; 
for which ih/b said commonwealth is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, a del^^te 
for the State of Rhode Island, a warrant issue on the treas- 
urer, in bis favour, for five thousand dollars, for which the 
said State is to be accotmtable. 

That on the application of Mr. [Vmiiam] Few, a delegate 
for the State of Geor^a, a warrant issue on the treasiurer in 
his favour, for five thousand dollars; for which the said State 
is to be accoimtable. 

That on the ^pUcation of Mr. [John] Hanson and Mr. 
J[ohn] Henry, delegates for tiie State of Maryland, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer in their favour, for twelve thousand 
dollars, for which the said State is to be accoimtable.' 

■ LettecB <A ChadcB W. F. Dumaa from The Brngaa, dsted Much 16 and 21 snd 
April 13 ue printed in the Diplomalie Cbrre*po»dencs q/' the Amenem Jinwlution 
(Wbvton), III, 549, ESS, and 611. 

' This report ia in the Papen o/tht Omtuwnlal Ocmpm, No. 136, IV, tdio 451. 
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A rep<wt from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wak Office. JvJ/h £8. 1780 
Sn, 

The board have been honored with a reference from Congress on 
the Case of Doct: Brown Suif;eon to the Seventh Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment who prays that his pay may be granted him to enable him to 
return to Europe. The receipt of pay due him being a matter of 
course we did not think it necessary to report on the subject. But 
we have received an application from the Doctor desiring his pay or 
a considerable proportion of it in specie, or the exchange in conti- 
nental currency. His pay having accrued as an officer of a r^;iment, 
he cannot be beated in any respect differently from other officers of 
the army, there being no motives of national policy to make his 
case an exception. We therefore could not consent to report a com- 
pliance with his request: tho' from his good character and the sacri- 
fices he has made we have a private wish in his favor. We hope on 
this score to be excused for recommending his case to the wisdom of 
Congress, that he may be gratified in his request, if any mode can be 
discovered whereby Uie Doctor can receive a sum of money to enable 
him to prosecute his voyage to Europe without orating an embar- 
rassing precedent. Hie Doctor has mentioned to us that Fifty pounds 
sterling would be sufficient for his purpose and if the pay due him 
were to be reckoned in specie, nearly double that sum would be 
owing to him from the public' 

Ordered, That a warrant iasue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Doctor Joseph Browne, sui^eon of the seventh Pensyl- 
vania reg^ent, for the siun of eight thousand dollars, 
advanced to him; and for which he is to be accoimtable. 

A memorial of Daniel Broadhead, Junior, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to report 
specially. 

A letter, of 27, from General Washington was read. 

' This report u in the Paptn of the Cbnfmmbil Cmgnt, No. 147, IV, folio 471. 
> This memorikl, undated, ia in the Paptn of Iht OmtimMol Confptu, No. 41, 1, 
folio 305. 



dbyGOOglC 



680 JmimcUi of Congrets 

A letter, of 26, from Major General Greene, Q. M. G. was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

Hie members choeen, Mr. [John] Henry, Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean and Mr. [Artemas] Ward. 

Hie committee, to whom was referred the letter of May 
let, from Governor Trumbull, brought in a report; Where- 
up(m, 

Resolved, That Jeremiah Wadsworth, late commissary gen- 
eral, be directed to make sale of the public sugars stated in 
the letter of 1st May, 1780, ft*om Governor Tnunbull, to be 
in his hands; and report to Congress the amount thereof.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the general court martial on the trial of Doctor W. Shippen; 
and some farther prepress being made, 

At a Boabd or Wab, July t9. 1780 

Present Cot Pickering, M' Peters, Col Grayson, Geol Ward 

In order to keep up an adequate supply of military stores for the 
southern army, the board are of opinion that a magazine should be 
established near Richmond in Virgioia, and proper peraons employed 
to take charge of the same, and to carry on the rarious branches of 
business requisite in the department of Military Stores. With this 
view the board have engaged Capt: Irish of Gol. Flower's regiment 
of artillery artificers to imdertake the direction of such an estoblish- 
ment, in the character of Commissary of Mihtaiy Stores; which 
appointment they will give him if Congress approve of the proposed 
establishment 

The board therefore beg leave to report 

That the board of war and ordnance be directed to establish near 
Bichmond in Virginia a magazine for military stores and to procure 
the necessary workmen for carrying on at that place the Tarious 
branches of busineea requisite for furnishing a competent supply of 
military stores to the southern army. 

■ Washiiigton'B letter is in the Papen of the CorUmmtal Conffttti, No. 152, IX, 
folio 61; Greene's ia im Ho. 166, I, folio 399. 

* This repeat, in the writing of June* Ihdiion, U in tbo Papen <4 Out OoniwnM 
Congreu, No. 20, 1, folio 261. 
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That the person whom the said board shall appoint to be conimis- 
eaiy of milituy stores for that post be allowed fifteen hundred dollars 
per month. 

It maj be proper to inform Congress that in addition to the 1500 
dollars per month, Capt Irish expects to be allowed to retain his 
commission in the corps of artillery artificers, with its emoluments, 
which the board do not think xmreasonable. He has served more 
than three years as a Gaptun in that raiment and tiut>' the insuffi- 
ciency of his pay has been obliged to sell a great part of his estate 
for the support of himself and family; and the pay aboTe proposed 
together with his pay as a Captain of Artificers will not puivhase 
thirty dollars in coin per month. He is very capable of conducting 
the business i^ch the board propose to commit to his direction, 
and they know not where to find a substitute as w^ qualified, eren 
on hi^ier terms.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JULY 31. 1780 
A letter, of 26, from General Washington, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 
A letter, of 22, from General Washington was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter, 
of 18, from the committee at headquarters. 

A letter, of 27, from the committee at headquarters was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter, 
of 26, from General Greene, Q. M. G. 
A letter, of 12, from John Bradford, at Boston, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. fThomas] 
HcEean and Mr. [Abrfduun] Clark. 

^ This lepoTt bin the Pap«no/Ue Continental Ompnti, No. 147, IT, folio 475. 

* Wuhiiigton'B leUer of the 22d is ill the Papen o/(h Cbnimmtoi Cbn^KH, No. 152, 
IX,folio43; it is printed in the FKcvrv* o/ff'atMiv(on(Ford),VIII,3H. The letter 
from the Committee »t Headquarters ia in No. 39, 1, folio 166, and it ia tnuiaciib«d 
In GmunittM Book, 1780, Froceedingi ot the Committee appointed the 13^ Ajwil, 
1780, lolio 40i Bndfod'a letter is in No. 78, III, f(dio 497. 
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A memorial from Samuel Freeman was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The delegates of New York laid before Congress a letter, 
of Ist, to them from the legislature of that State, which was 
read. 

The del^ates of Maryland laid before Congress a letter, 
of 27th, to them from the governor of that State, enclosing 
copy of a letter, of 9th, from Major General Baron de Kalb.' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

The delegates of Maryland also laid before Congress a 
letter, of 2S, from Governor Lee, which was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admindty. 

A letter, of 27, from Governor Lee, of Maryland, was read.* 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner of the 
chambers of accoimts; and the ballots being taken, 

Mr. James McCall was elected, Ijhaving been previously 
nominated by Mr. [Francis] Kinloch.jl 

The committee on the report of the Board of Treasury, 
respecting the accounts of Major General Arnold; 

And the conmuttee, to whom were referred the letter, of 
26, from Major General Greene, and the letter, of 27th, from 
the conomittee at headquarters, brought in their respective 
reports, which were read : 

The Committee to whom waa referred the report of the Board of 
Treasury on Major General Arnold's accounts, beg leaye to report 

That they have examined the accounts of General Arnold and the 
report of the Board of Treasury and have heard hia allegations and 
proob touching the articles of the report complained of by him and 
do find that the chai^ of twenty five horses amounting to the sum 
of two hundred and fifty pounds lawful money as mentioned in the 

< This memorial, d&ted July 27, 1780, ia in the Papen oS Q» CMnunlaJ Congreu, 
No. 41, III, folio 220. 

' The New York letter ia in the Papen of the OonHamtal Cangrm, No. 67, 12, folio 
278; the Muyland letter ii in No. 70, folio 407. 

■ This letter is in the Papen of the Contmenlal Oangrai, No. 70, folio 416. 

« This letter ia in the Papen o/lAe CimMiMntal Cbn^ren, No. 70, folio 403. 
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report depends for support thereof upon the certificates of Sn". Taylor 
and Willmm Crosa, which, ao far as relates to that charge are in the 
words following, "Aug: 16"' 1779 I have also good reason to believe 
that the above mentioned oaigo of horses were taken into publio 
service and not returned, Jn° Taylor." "Aug: 5*'' 1779 I likewise 
am of opinion and belief that the whole or the major part of the 
horees of Oen' Arnold as well aa the other part of her caigo of his 
vessel were used for the use of our army &c W" Crosa" — ^which cer- 
tificates not founded on the knowledge of the persons granting them 
but merely on report and opinion and not ascertaining the number 
of the horses by them supposed to have been employed in the public 
service or received as publio property do not appear to contain 
sufficient proof to warrant the chturge; The Committee however are 
of opinion the chaise ought not "to be considered as incidental 
damages and referred to such general provisions as may be made in 
future for losses under that description "as reported by the Board of 
Treasury. But that whenever General Arnold can make it appear 
the horses or any of them were taken for the property of the United 
States the whole or such of them as shall appear to have been so 
appropriated and paid for by the publio at the rate of mne pounds 
lawful money each. The Committee fully concurs in every other 
part of the report of the Board of Treasury and submit the following 
resolution. 

Seaolved, That Congress agree to the settlement of Major General 
Arnold's accounts as reported by the Board of Treasury excepting 
that part thereof which relates to the charge of twenty five horses 
which is left open to future settlement whenever Gen' Arnold shall 
produce proof that the whole or any of them were received for and 
appropriated to the use of the United States.* 

Ordered, That to moirow be assigned for the coDaderation 
of the report on the letters from General Greene and the 
committee at headquarters. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed to enqiure into the mode of conducting business 
at the Board of Treasury, in the room of Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston and Mr. [Samuel] Holten, who are absent. 

■ThiaiepoTt, ia the writing otjoteiiijaata, it in OioPaptnqfUfOoittituntal Can- 
frm, No. 19, 1, folio 177. 
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The memb^fi cboeen, Mr. {Timothy] Matlack and Mr. 
[John] Walker. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of the 
26th, from the Honble the Minister of France, brou^t in 
a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That, agreeably to the request of the Minister 
of France, the Board of War be authorised to take such 
measures relating to the subsistence of the recruits which 
shall be inlisted into the service of his most Christian 
Majesty, out of the German deserters from the enemy, as the 
said Board shall deem proper.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor Shippen, director 
general; and some farther pn^ress being made therm. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. AUGUST i. 1780 

A letter, of 30th July, from General Washington; and 

One of 30 July, from the committee at headquarters, with 
sundry papers enclosed, were read:'' 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the letters 
from General Greene and the committee at headquarters be 
re-committed, and that two members be added to the 
comuuttee: 

The members chosen, Mr. J[oseph] Jones and Mr. [Jared] 
Ii^ersol. 

Ordered, That the letters just read be referred to the said 
committee. 

< This raport is in the Paper* of the CbnhnmtaJ Congrat, No. 147, IV, folio 479. 

*WBBhiiigton'a letter u in the Papen of the GrnHnenial Ctmgnu, No. 162, IX, 
Idio 66; it ia printed in the Wntmgt of Washington (Ford), Vtll, 363. The letter 
from the Committee at He&dquftrten ia in No. 39, 1, folio 174; it is tnuucribed in 
Committee Book, 1780, Froceedingi of the Committee appointed the IS'* April, 
1780, folio 40. 
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Ordered, That two members be added to the committee on 
the letter from J. Bradford : 

The memb^B ch(»en, Mr. [John] Hanson and Mr. [Timothy] 
Matlack. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the committee on 
the Post Office in the room of Mr. [Samuel] Holten. 

The member choeen, Mr. [Jared] IngerBol. 

Letters, of 20th, 24, 26, 27, 28 and 29 March from the hon- 
orable J. Adams, were read: ' 

Ordered, That the letter, of 24, be referred to a committee 
of five, and the rest to the committee of foreign affairs. 

The members chosen, llix. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Thomafi] 
McKean, Mr. [John] Henry, Mr. [James] Madison, and Mr. 
[John Morin] Scott. 

A letter, of March 5, from Capt^ Landais was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter from Lieutenant [La] Clause was read.' 

A petition of Henry Hollinsworth was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of James Shepherd, of Boston, was read: 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Court of Appeals. 

A petition of David Lockwood was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The committee, to whom were referred the letters of 18th, 
20th and 21 July from the committee at headquarters, 
delivo^ in their report. 

Adjoiuned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

'The leOen lA Uucb 20, 24, 26, ud 29 ue printed in tha Diflomatie OnretpoMfenM 
q^tfte Araeriam Revolution (Whubm), III, &61, 670, 572, 673, uid 678. 

■This letter, oodaUd, ia in the Paper* ofOu Omffaendil Cemgrai, No. 78, T, idOa 
«6. 

■This petition, dated Angaat 1, 1780, ia In the Papm of Uu CbntfnmAil Omgnn, 
No. 42, IV, folio 220. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1780 

A memorial of John Sandford Dart was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A manorial of William Clajon was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be refored to the Board of War to report. 

A letter, of 20 July, from Joseph Marsh, Peter Olcott 
and Beza Woodward was read.' 

The committee on the state of South Carolina and Geor- 
fpa; and the committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 
30 June, from Brigadier General Moultrie, delivered their 
respective reports. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the letters of 18, 20, and 21 July, from the committee 
at head-quarters. 

The firat paragraph being read, viz. 

That the subject matter of the quarter master general's 
letter to the said committee at camp, so far as it r^ards his 
responsibility, has been already determined by Congress; 
and, as the said committee knew that the quarter master 
general had requested the sense of Congress on so important 
a subject, they ought not to have interfered therein. 

Resolved, That Congress {^ree to the same. 

That with regfud to the order of the Board of Treasuiy of the 23 of 

Maroh, requiring that estimatea approved of by the Board of War 

should accompany the applications of the Quarter Maa- 

■•.•obbUM. ter General for moniee, your Conunittee conceive the said 

order to be grounded on Besolutions of Congress, and 

that it is highly proper that estimates, as particular as the nature 

of the service will admit should always accompany such applicar 

tions for the public money. But it is of much greater importance 

'This memorial, dated August 1, 1780, ia in the Paptn ofOe OottHnaUal Oaitf/ra; 
No. 41, II, toOo 466. 

"Dub memorial, dated July 31, 1780, Is In the Papent^the Ooniinentai Cangnm, 
No. 41, II, folio 110. 

* Thia lettOT ia ia the Papm 0/ (A« Cbnfiiwnlta CbrijrTvtt, No. 40, 1, folio S4L 
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that the Prinoipala, and all others ooncemed in great Depart- 
ments should ha Jreguen&y held to account, that bo the public may 
know in what manner and for what purposea their monies have been 
^m time to time expended. 

Ordered, That the second paragraph be re-committed. 

The tiiird paragraph being read, viz. 

That, upon the representation made in the said committee's 
letter, of the deficiency of the State of Penaylvania, it is 
incumbent on Congress, in duty to the United States, and 
in justice to Pensylvania, to request the said state, thro\^ 
their delegates, to acquaint Congress, as precisely aa possible, 
what suppHes they have actually made for the army, in pur^ 
suance of requisitions made to them for that purpose: 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the same. 

Ordered, That an extract of that put of the letter of the 
18th, from the committee at camp, which relates to a letter 
from the Board of War to General Washington, be referred 
to the Board of War, for their consideration: 

That the letter from Jeremiah Wadsworth, to Major 
General Greene, Q. M, G., inclosed in the letter of the com- 
mittee, be referred to the Board of War; and that the board 
confer with Mr. Holker on the subject, if they think it nec- 



That the memorial of Col. Hazrai, with the papers inclosed, 
and the letter from Lewis Garanger, both whicb are inclosed 
and referred to in the letter from the committee, be referred 
to the consideration of the Board of War; but that the com- 
mittee at camp be informed that the said memorial and letter, 
together with other applications made to them, and which 
seem to have employed their time and attention, should have 
been made directly to Congress, and the comnuttee should 
thus have informed the applicants. 

Resolved, That the resolutions of Congress whereby 
the Commander in Chief is restricted in Ms op^^tions to 
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the IbmtB of the United States, be leconsid^ed, and the 
restrictioQ taken off.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
having been required by Mr. Scott — 



NMEiimtaiin, 






Delavxn, 




Mr. Folaom, 


•y) 


ay 


Mr. M'Kaan, 


»y 


UattaehmiUt Bay, 






Van Dyke, 


ay 


Mr. 8. Adama, 


ay 




Marybnd, 




LoTdl, 


ay 


»y 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 


Ward, 


»y 




Heniy, 


no 


BMt liUaa, 






F«^nw, 




Mr.CorMU, 


•y 


ay 


Mr. J. Jones, 


ay 








Madiaon, 


»y 


Mr. S. Huntington, 


no 




Walker, 


»y 


Shennan, 


•y 


ay 


North Oorolmi, 




B. Huntington, 


•y 




Mr. W. Jones, 


no 


Nem York, 






TTill, 


no 


Mr. Scott, 


•y 


ay 


SoiA Carolina, 




Sm Jeruy, 






Mr. Bee, 


no 


Mi.FeU, 


•y 
•y 




Kinlock, 


no 


Clark, 


ay 


Motte, 


no 








Omrgia, 




Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 




Mr. Telfair, 


no 


Matlaoli, 


ay 


ay 


Few, 


ay 


Ingersol, 


no 









So it was resolved in the aflfirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 1780 

A memcuial of Peter Hysler was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

•Thia report, in tlie writing ot Sunuel Aduna, ia in the Paper* qfOe ContinentiU 
Cmgrtn, No. 21, folio 239. It was tnuucribed in Committee Book, 1780, Proceed- 
ing of the Committee appointed April IStli, 1780, folio 8. The last paragraph and 
the proceediflgi lollowing wen anterad tadj in the manuacript Secrat (Domntic) 
Journal. 
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A repiesentation from the general officers of the army was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of six: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. jBamuel] 
Adams, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. J[o8eph] Jones, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark and Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 
TBEAstmT Offiob Jviy £8. 1780 

The Board having ooneddered Ihe memoriat of William TniBbull 
dated July 6, 1780, and referred to them by Congress b^ leave to 
report 

That the^ are unacquainted with the transactions of Abraham lir- 
ingston Eaqf in South Carolina, and do not know by what authority 
he drew bills of Exchange on the Marine Committee. That they are 
uninformed of the necessaries furnished the Ships of War in the Har- 
bor of Charlestown, as well as of the provisions purchased by order 
of the Commissary General which are mentioned in said memorial, 
and the accounts of which are said to be before the Board of Admi- 
ralty. 

Ordered, That the memorial of William TumbuU be referred 
to the Board of Admiralty, and that the Board either accept 
or refuse the bills mentioned in the said memorial, as they 
may deem just and reasonable; and if the said bills, or any of 
than, be accepted, that the Board of Treasury be required to 
provide the means of payment. 

Remlved, That for the payment of interest due on loan-office 
certificates, the sum of 456,000 dollars be prepared, under 
their direction, agreeably to a resolution of Congress, dated 
the 28th of May, 1778, in setts of exchange, on the commia- 
ffloners at Paris, of the following denominations, viz. 

10C»Mtt8of 36 dollan each, • 36, OOO I 200 setta of 300 doUkn MCfa, - a),OOQ 

2000 do. of « do. - - - 120,000 

2000 do. of 120 do. - - - 240,000 1 »46e,000> 

' Tbia rapraaentetioa, dated July 11, 1780, is in the Papenqftht Oontmmtal Conffnti, 
No. 43, folio 250. 
* lliu rapmt ia in the Paperg o/ Ou Gontinmtal Otm^MM, No. 136, IV, folio 4fiS. 
10870—10 44 
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Ordered, That on the applicaMon of Mr. [Isaac] Motte, a 
delegate for the State of South Carolina, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favoiir, for eleven thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable.' 

Whereas the present Invaded situation of the States of 
South Carolina and Geoi^a, renders it expedient that the 
loan offices in the said states, respectively, be removed to 
some place of security, until such time when they may be 
reestablished with safety: 

Resolved, That all monies, books, and papers, appertaining 
to the continental loan offices in the States of South Carolina 
and Geoi^a, be deported and remain in some place of 
safety, as contiguous as possible to the s^d states, to be 
approved by the executive authority of such states respec- 
tively, until the said offices may be re-estabhshed in the 
aforesaid states, respectively, with convenience and safety: 

That until such offices shall be so fixed, and public notice 
given thereof, and also a notification to the Board of Treasury, 
the treasurer of the United States be empowered to pay all 
interest that is or shall be due on certificates issued from 
either of the offices aforesaid, in the same manner that such 
interest is directed to be paid by the commissioners of the 
continental loan offices.* 

The committee, to whom was re-committed then* report 
on the letter, of 26 July, from Major General Greene, broiight 
in another draught, which was read; and after some debate. 

That notwithstanding the danger and inconveniraice which may 
accrue from the change of the head of so important a Department at 
the moment of action, when the campaign is opened, the enemy in 
the field, our ally waiting for co-operation and our honour and saiety 
at stake, yet the peremptory and positive manner in which Q«neral 
Greene refuses to act under the present arrangement principally 
because "hia feelings are injured" leaves Congress no choice but to 

• Thia report is in the Papen of tht ContiTUntat Omffrf, No. 136, IV, folio 457. 
^TtoBmfonia'mtiiePapartqftheConliwiUalCongrat, No. 138, IV, folio 437. 
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accept hk refusal, and as the state of the campaign taqmres that his 
place should be immediately filled, 

Therefore, 

Besohed, That Congress are not insenaible of the gro aa insults 
t hrown apon offered them by General Greene, in the abrupt manner 
in which he has declined to accept of the office of Q. M. G. under the 
new estabUshment, and the very exceptionable manno^ terms in wfai<^ 
he has expressed himself in his letters, yet willing to suppose that a 
conduct BO contrary to what might be expected from an officer of 
his rank, has originated from insinuations of ill designing men, or from 
intemperate po s sion B resolutions in an unguarded moment, Congress at 
this tune emit delay to take any further notice of this transaction 
until time be allowed fo f ftu t hop infown a tion ffom to General Greene 
e enfidontly s uppo s ing - ^l a t on ■ F^ootion he - will to see, acknowledge, 
and retract his error.' 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Foreign Affairs be dis- 
chaiged from reportii^ on the letter, of 23 March, from the 
honorable J. Adams ; and that it be referred to the committee 
CD Mr. Adams' letter, of 24, of the same month. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. AUGUST 4, 1780 

A letter, of July 20, from General Gates, at Hillsborough, 
with sundry papers enclosed, was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the state 
of South Carolina and Georgia. 

A letter, of 27 July, from Governor Jefferson, in pursuance 
of the recommendation of the 17th Jime, was read, enclosing 
an act passed by the legislature of Vii^inia, in pursuance 
of the resolutions of 18 March last; an act for fumiahing 
specific supplies, in pursuance of the resolutions of 25 Feb- 

> This lepoct, in tbe writing of John Henry, is in the Paper* of At Qmtinmtai Con- 
lPKM,No.l9,II,foliofl455&nd4&9. ItiBind(aMdb]rThoinBQn:"HottonbyHr.HQni]r, 
2<by Hr. Ingenoi Aug. 3, 1780. Portponed N. H., Maas., B. I., Conn., N. J., D.,V., 
N. C, G«Hg. ay; Fenn., Mar., 8. C, no." 

* This letter ia in the Papeno/lAc OmHneatal CbtynM, No. IM, II, folio 214. 
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ruary; an act for speedily recruiting the quota of that State 
for Uie continental army ; a state of the Vir^nia forces in the 
continental army; and a state of monies answered for the 
continent, from May 21, 1779 to July 19, 1780.' 

Ordered, Tliat the act passed in pursuance of the resolu- 
tions of 18 March, be referred to the Board of Treasury, and 
that the state of the Virginia troops in the continental army 
be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee, to whom was re-committed their report 
on the letter, of 26 July, from Major General Greene, brought 
in another report. 

Also the committee on the letter, of 12 July, from John 
Bradford brou^t in a report. 

The Comniittee on the letter from John Bradford Esqr, dated 
Boston 12"" July 1780, 

Report, 

That in their opinion the directiona contained in the resolution of 
Ccmgress of the II May 1778 to the Board of War at Boston "to 
lodge the nett proceeds of the sale of the Nostra Sigrtora del Carmo e 
S*. Antonio and her cargo in (he public funds of these United States 
and to transmit an exact acco! thereof to the Committee of foreign 
affairs " was sufficiently explicit for indemnifying the Board, had they 
placed the amount of said proceeds in the Loan Office which was the 
only pubUc fund of the United States in Boston from whence they 
were directed to transmit an exact account. 

That it appears the Board were conscious the deposit ought to have 
been made there from M' Bradford's information that they applied to 
Nathaniel Appleton Esq' Ixian Officer for his opinion what "the 
resolve meant as it did not expressly say the Loan Office" and M' 
Appleton's reply that "he thought there needed no explanation for it 
was evident Congress meant to hare that money lodged in that office" 
was sufficient to remove their doubts even if there had been grounds 
for doubting. That the reasons assigned by the Board of War for 
declining to lodge the money as aforesaid because "the resolution did 
not expressly say the Loan Office" or "till they should write to 
Congress" or "unless M' Appleton would give his private note" 

' This letter is in the Papen of the Qmtmenttd Congnu, No. 71, I, folio 393. 
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were in (he opinion of the Committee calculated for retaining the 
money in their ovn hands. 

The Committee are therefore unanimously of opinion that aa the 
Board of War engaged in the sale of the said vessel and cai^, and 
have charged commisdons thereon, they are, according to the custom 
of Merchants and by every principle of justice responsible for their 
conduct and ought to make good the amount of the uett proceeds 
aforesaid according to the real value of money at the time when they 
received the said amount together with interest tha«on to the time 
of repayment. And the Committee beg leave to submit to the con- 
sideration of Congress the following resolutions 

Reaolved, That the reasons assigned by the Board of War at Boston 
for declining to pay the nett proceeds of the sale of the Portuguese 
Snow Nostra Signora del Carmo e S* AfUonio and cargo into the hands 
of Nathaniel Appleton Esq' JJoan Officer in the State of Massachusetts 
Bay are inadmissible. 

Retdved, That the said Board of War are liable and ought to make 
good the full value of the said nett proceeds according to the value of 
money at the time when they received the said nett proceeds. 

Resolved, That John Bradford Esq' be and he hereby is empowered 
and directed to demand and if necessary to ta^ the most effectual 
measures for recovering from the said Board of War at Boston the 
amount of the aforesaid nett proceeds of (he sale of the Snow and 
cargo above mraitioned according to the value of money at the time 
when the Board of War rec«ved the same. 

The Committee have also considered the article of commissions 
charged by the said Board of War, on the nett proceeds of the sales 
by auction or vendue of the said Snow and cargo, and on certain gold 
and silver which they received from on board said Snow, which are 
as follows — 
Commimioiu on X184ei.I3.3 the nett proceeda of William Cooper's acco*. 

Htle of veaael «nd caigo At 5 p cent 023 1 4 

On £1213.6 VAlne rtated by the Board of War, in gold and Bilver coined 

■nd in bullion at 5 p cent 60 13 3 

And are ot opinion that in both cases the commissions are excessive 
but as thb Committee are not acquainted with the custom of Mei^ 
chants in Boston in such cases, they recommend that M'' Bradford be 
authorized and directed to propose to the Board of War a ntereace 
ot those chaiges to be adjusted by the arbitration of indifferent 
persons and to allow such commissions as shall be awarded. 
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The Committee further report as their opinion that the Board <rf 
War are not obliged to pay the above mentioned sum of £18461.13.3 
but only the Bum which shall remain, when they shall have deducted 
£2291.18 charged by tham as paid on accoimt of the said Snow, in 
their acco*: dated and ragned 20"* May 1770, provided the said 
diaiges after examination shall bo admitted, and so much more as 
shall be adjusted for their commission, which will establish the final 
nett proceeds: this appears to the Committee to have bean the true 
intent and meaning of the resolution of Congress of the 17^ June last. 
The remaining subjects of M'^ Bradford's letter respecting linen 
for Tent and Sod cloths the sale of sugar and a sup- 
fmm<. ply ct money for equipping pubUc Ships, the Com- 

mittee beg leave to recommend for consideration of the 
proper Boards.* 

Congress took into cooBideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of 26 July, from Major General Greene; 
and after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

Ordered, That so much of Mr. J. Bradford's letter, of 12 
July, as relates to linen for tent and sod cloth and sales of 
sugars, be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Boomi 
of Wttp ; and that so much as relates to tb e'S a te- of Bugcg 
0»i a supply of money for equipping public ships be referred 
to the Board of Admiralty. 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Joseph Basden, delivered in a report. 

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial ci Joseph 
Basden of the Island of Bermuda, report, 

That, by various testimony (part of which is herewith submitted) 
not only the petitioner but the inhabitants of Bermuda in general 
appear to maintain the good disposition towards these United States 
wi^ch induced Congress in their proceedings of Novf 22^ 1775 and 

■ This leport. In the writing of Henry Lfturens, ia in tlie Paptrt oj Iht ConJuunlal 
Coni/n—t Ho. 19, 1, folio 403. It ia indcHBed: "Augnat 24, 1781, refeired to tSx. Shat- 
nun, Mr. Doane, Hr. Clyioer." 
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July 24 1776 to consider them in a friendlj or at least a oeutral 
relation. 

That humanity and policy more than the mutual commercial 
interest which ia motioned in (he first proceedings above alluded to, 
seem to plead for a continuance of that same relation. 

That the inhabitants of Bermuda encouraged by the terms of the 
5** and 6*'' articles of the treaty of alhance between his meet Christian 
Majesty and these United States have forborne acts of hostility 
t^ainst the subjects of his most Christian Majesty in Uke mamier as 
against the people of these States, 

That a vessel commanded by the petitioner has been taken at the 
Island of Turks Island by a French Frigate, and others are continually 
liable to the same fate, whereby the foundation of commerdal inter- 
course between Bermuda and these States as it was r^^ted in 
NotT 1775 will be destroyed. Wherefore, your Committee submit to 
Congress the following Resolution 

Resolved, That the case of the Sloop £itty commanded by Joseph 
Basden and captured by a French Frigate be communicated to the 
Honb* the Minister plenipotentiary of Franc O) and th a t tfw ^ta a l a on 
of the Inhabit a nt s of Bownud a in gonorol bo rooommondod to hi frtrtteB- 
t ion foF s uoh BopFO B ont ft tion B as homay j u dg opgopoFto maho - fe we^ 
te his mo a t Christian Majo ety. ' 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1780 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the Board of War, a 
warrant issue on Geoi^e Brooke, treasurer of the commcn- 
wealth of Vii^nia, in favour of Ephraim BIfune, commissary 
general of purchases, for sixty thousand dollars (part of the 
momes nused in the said commonwealth for the use of the 
United States) for the use of his department; and for which 
he is to be accountable. 

■ ThJa report, in th« vritiog of Juwa Lovftll, ia in the Fapen ^f th* QontmaOal 
Congmt, No. 18, 1, folio 21S. 
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That on the application of the Board of War, the follow- 
ing warrants issue, In favour of Benjamin Flower, commia- 
sary geno^ of military stores; and for which he is to be 
accoimtable, viz. 

One on Thomas Smith, comnussioner of the continental 
loan office for the commonwealth of Fensylvania, for thirty 
thousand dollars to defray the expenses of Captain Iiish, 
who is to be employed as a commissary of milituy stores in 
Virginia; imd 

One on Geoi^ Brooke, treasurer of the commonwealth of 
Vu^nia, for two hundred thousand dollars (part of the 
monies raised in the said commonwealth for the use of the 
United States), to enable Captain Irish to carry on the busi- 
ness of a laboratory to be established in Vii^inia.' 

Tbeabust Office August 1, 1780 

The Board having considered the letter of William Oibba Esqr 
one of the CommissionerB of the Continental Loan Office for the State 
of South CaroUna dated the 24*'' ult? referred to them by Congress 
beg leave to report, 

That no determination or indemnity can at present be given re- 
specting the application of the monies received into the Loan Office 
aforesaid, and ought to be deferred until the aocoimts of said OfBce 
shall be exhibited for settlement, and it shall appear how and to what 
purposes the monies loaned aa aforesaid have been expended, and 
that so soon as Congress shall determine where the Loan Offices for 
the States of South Carolina and Georgia shall be held, it will be 
proper to furnish the sud Loan Office for the State of South Carolina 
with certificates for the purposes set forth in the letter above men- 
tioned. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of William Gibbs, commissioner of the continental loan office 
for the State of South Carolina, for twenty thousand dollars, 
for contingent expences of the said loan office; fmd for which 
he is to be accoimtable.' 

' Thii report u in the Pap«r« of IM Omtmmlal Comgrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 461. 
1 This Nport u in the Papen of the ChntinetUal CongTa$, No. 136, IV, folio 459. 
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That on the application of Messrs. G[eoi^] Walton, 
E[dward] Telfair and WTiUiam] Few, del^ates for the State 
of Geoi^, a warrant issue on the treasurer in thdr favour, 
for thirty thousand dollars; for which the said State ia to be 
accountable.' 

Congress resumed the conaderation of the report on the 
letter of Jtily 26th, from Major Generid Greene; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the absolute refusal of Major Gen. Greene, 
at this important crisis, to act und^ the new arrangement 
of the quarter-master general's department, has made it 
necessary that the office of quarter master general be imme- 
diately filled. 

Resdlmd, That the Oommander in Chi^be and lie Tureby ia awthor- 
iged and empowered to appoint a Quarter Master General. 

Reaolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to inform 
Major General Green that the United States have no further occasion 
for his services, and that it is expected he will proceed immediately to 
the settlement of his accounts.* 

Ordered, That the farther conaderaUon of the report be 
postponed. 

Congress took into conmderation the report of the commit- 
tee on the letter of the 30 June last, from Brig. Gen. Moul- 
trie; Whereupon, 

Reaolved, That whenever Congress shall be properly noti- 
fied of the breach of parole given by any citizen of the United 
States, sa a prisoner of war to the enemy, and the circum- 
stances relating to the same shall be ascertained, Congress 
will take such order thereon as the law of nations and the 
rules of war shall require, and that in the mean time there is 
no cause to apprehend, from any such instance said to have 
happened, that prisoners who have duly observed their 

1 This report is in the Papert(/(Aa Onointntal Cangrat, No. 136, IV, folio 467. 
*Thia report, in the writing of John Henry, i> in the Papcrto/(A« Contiaenbd Can- 
pKu, No. 19, II, folio 463. 
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paroles can, upon any just principles, incur the danger of 
suffering by means of the misconduct of any other. 

Resolved, That the paragraph in Brigadier General Moul- 
trie's letter, of the 30 June last, which relates to the distressed 
Edtuation of the American prisoners in South CaroHna, be re- 
ferred to the committee on General Washington's letter, of 
the 10th, to report thereon as soon as may be. 

Resolved, That Captain George Turner be discharged from 
the office of commissary of prisoners, and that he deliver to 
Brigadi^ General Moultrie the bills of exchange which were 
given to him by Major General lincoln, and that Brigadier 
General Moultrie, deUver the said bills back to Mr. Abraham 
Livingston, the drawer, taking his receipt, and make return 
of the amount of the said bills to the Board of Treasury 
and bo oooonatoble fog tho fl oaao r 

Resolv&i, That Brigadier General Moultrie be, and hereby is, 
authorized to appoint a suitable person to act as commissary 
of prisoners in Giarlestown, and return the name of the per- 
son appointed to Congress for their approbation, if they shall 
judge proper. 

On motion of iSi. [John] Armstrong, seconded by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Folsom, 

Resolved, unanimoiisly, That Congress proceed to the elec- 
tion of a quarter master general : 

Congress accordingly proceeded to the election, and the 
ballots being taken, Mr. Timothy Hckering was elected. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to con- 
sider and report the po y- and terms on which 'Kmothy Picker- 
ing, esq. shall serve as quarter master general: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Artemas] 
Ward, and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, appointed to take into confflderation the state of 
South Carolina and Georgia; Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That the Gommaiider in Chief be informed, it is 
the sense of Congress, the land and naval forces, as well of 
his Most Christian Majesty, as of these United States, or 
such part thereof as he shall think necessary, be employed in 
the manner, and at the time that shall appear to bun most 
convenient for the expulsion of the enemy from their several 
posts, in the States of South Carolina and Geoi^ia, and that 
he concert with the oflScers commanding the fleet and army 
of his Most Christian Majesty, the proper measures for this 
purpose, and carry such measures into execution, so as not 
to interfere with any plan of operations formed against the 
enemy, as the more immediate objects of the present cam- 
paign. 

That the Commander in Chief (if he shall think it necessary) 
concert with the proper officers and ministers, such plan of 
operations to be undertaken by any other of his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty's forces, or by the forces of his Catholic Majesty 
now combined in the West Indies, or to be drawn from ;the 
province of Louisiana, or elsewhere, as may either immedi- 
ately, or in their effect, facilitate or assist the proposed en- 
terprize. 

That Congress mil, so soon as they shall be properly in- 
formed by the Commander in Chief, make the necessary 
requisitions from the states for supplies, and afford every 
other aid and assistance in their power for promoting and 
effectually prosecuting the undertaking. 

That the recruits now nusing in the State of Vir^ma, for 
filling up their quota of continental troops, be marched as 
soon as possible to join the southern army, under the com- 
mand of Major General Gates/ 

Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again. 

' Tlus reaolution wu alao eiitei«d in the manmcript S«ciet (Domeitlc) Journal. 
The report, in the writii^ of Joseph Jonee, ia in the Papen of th» ContmenM Con- 
ffftu. No. 20, II, fdio 3S9. 
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Ordered, That the Board of Treasury discharge the bill of 
exchange drawn by O. Pollock, 20 January, 1780, on the 
Committee of Commerce, in favour of William Pickles, by 
a European bill of exchange for the amount, viz. six thousand 
one hundred and forty six SpaDish milled dollars. 

The committee on the letter, of 10 July, from General 
Washington, delivered in a report. 

The committee appointed to report the terms on which 
T. Pickenng esq. shall serve as quarter master general, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Timothy lackering, esq. having been ap- 
pointed quarter master general upon an extraordinary 
em^ency, be continued a member of the Board of War; 
but that the exercise of all his powers at the said board, and 
his pay as a memb^ thereof, be suspended during such time 
as he shall continue quarter master general: 

That, while he holds the office of quarts master general, 
he have the rank of colonel, and the pay and rations of a 
brigadier general, aver and above the pay allowed the 
quarter master general in the late arrangement of the quai^ 
ter master's department. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the petition 
of David liOckwood, delivered m a report, which was read. 
ADMmALTT Office Augi. gf. 1780. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom the petition of David Lockwood 
was referred, Report that there is no place in the Department of the 
Navy, in which he can be employed.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the Board of War, 
accompanied with an estimate approved by the said Board, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Samuel Hodgson, 
assistant commissary general of military stores, on accoimt 

> Tbia np(M ia in the Papett oflht (kmtinmtai CbnjrKW, No. 37, folio 280. 
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of Colonel B. Flower, commissary general of military stores, 
for two hundred thousand dollars, to be applied in the 
department aforesaid; and for which the said B. Flower 
is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury pay the sum of two 
thousand five hundred and eleven livres, twelve sols and six 
deniers, being the balance of the honorable J. Adams' ac- 
count, adjusted by the chambers of accoimts out of the bills 
of exchange drawn at sixty days sight on the honorable 
B. Franklin, in pursuance of the resolution of Congress, of 
the 19th day of May last.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1780 

A letter, of 3d, from General Washington; and one, of the 
sMne date, from the committee at headquarters, yi&K read. 
A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant Colonel J. G. Deriks, 
was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of this day, from G. Bond was read.* 
A letter, of 6th, from Mr. R. Izard was read: * 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr [Thomas] McEean, Mr. [James] 
Lovell and Mr. [James] Madison. 
A representation of Lieutenant de BeauUeu was read : * 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

>ThiBrapoTtiBi]ithQPii}Mr>o/(A«C[)ntmetUdOini(rK*t,ND. ISC, IV, fol[o45e. 

* WuhiDgton'e letter is in the Paptn of tlie Contituntai Congrtu, No. 1E2, IX, foUo 
69; the letter from the Conuuittee at Headquartav U in No. 39, I, folio 211, and is 
traaacribed im Comimtt«e Book, ITSO, ProceedingB of the Committoe appointed the 
13"> April, 17S0, folio 43; IKrika's letter ia in No. 78, VII, folio 297; that of Bond ia 
in No. 78, IV, folio 1. 

"Thia letter is printed in the DiplomaieCorrttjKmdewx of At AmerieanRevokOkn 
(Wharton), IV, 21. 

* TliisrepresentatitBi, undated, is in the P^Mnt^tftt Coniinental Congrtu, No. IS, 
lolio25. 
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A petition of Mods Lotbinier was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The membera choeen, Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenberg, Ifr. 
[I^otby] Matlack and Mr, [James] LoTell. 

A petition of Captain H. Mitchell was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of this day, from T. I^clrering was read, notifying 
his acceptance of the office of quartermaster general.' 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That any officer who, by virtue of his conmiisuon 
or warrant, hath served, or hereafter shall serve, on board 
any ship of war of 20 guns and upwards, belonging to the 
navy of these states, and shall thereafter serve in the same 
rank on board any other vessel of war of inferior force, such 
officer shall receive the same pay as he was entitled to when 
serving in a ship of 20 guns and upwards; any resolution to 
the contnuy notwithstanding.* 

The Board of Adnuralty, to whom was referred the letter 
of 28 July, from Gov. Lee, of Maryland, report, 

That the TrumbvU, Deane, Confederacy and Sanxtoga, are 
the only ships that are or will be ready for sea this season; 
that these ships, by an act of Congress of the 26th of July 
last, are put under the direction of Gen. Washington, to be 
employed in co-operating with the fleet of his Most Christian 
majesty, commanded by Admiral the Chevalier de Temay, 
and therefore it is at present impracticable to comply with 
the request of the governor and coimcU of the Stete of 
Maryland:' 

> This petition, und&ted, b in the Fapv iff the Cbnl^Miitel Ccmgntt, No. 78, XIV, 
folio 367. 

■Thifl petiticn, datad July 27, 1780, la in de Papen<4 the Cbnttnoital Connren, 
No. 42, V, folio 197. 

■ This letter ie in 7%« Papcri t^ th* Oondnental Cmgnu, No. 102, folio 17. 

* This report is in the Fapen of the Continental Ccmgren, No. 37, tolio 286. 

* This report it in the Paper* q/lAc Coitummtal Con^rcM, No. 37, lolio 287. 
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Rewlv^, That Congress agree to the said report. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the applicatioa of Charles Lee, secretary 
to the Board of Treasuiy, a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
his favour, for ten thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of the Board of War, a wurant 
issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, pay- 
master to the said Board, for three thousand and nine hun- 
dred and sixty dollars, to enable the said Board to reimburse 
what shall appear to be due to Lieutenant Colonel Temant, 
for his expences at Havannah; and for which the said Joseph 
Carleton is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Chaloner and White, agents for 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, late conmaissary general of purchases, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer, in their favour, on account 
of Jeremiah Wadsworth aforesaid, for seventy seven thousand 
dollars, to enable the said conmaissary general to make pay- 
ment in part for a certain quantity of flom* that appears to 
have been borrowed for the public service in September last, 
and for which no satisfaction hath been made; and for 
which the said Jeremiah Wadsworth is to be accountable.' 

O r do r od^ That Poto? Hy a tor - bo i ^ f e wwdto the depart ' 
mont of the quart e p - mo s te f g (»to f nl, for tho aottlomont ol 
hi s aooount -e et forth in hio momorial.' 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Peter Hysler, brought in a report: 

Ordered, That the memorial be re-conunitted to the Board 
of Treasury. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Alexander Benstead, paymaster to the 10th Pensylvania 
regiment, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

I Thia raport ia in the Pap»t of Iht CbnjtnmJal Congreu, No. 136, IV, folio 460. 
* " Recoiuideied, 8th, And alzuck out, and % new ofdermade."— Thomam'aiaai^ 
glnalnote. 
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That the said memorial -with other papers on the same mibject 
have been submitted to the oonsiderRtion of the auditors of the main 
army who have examined into the loss therein set forth of one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty seven dollars, and have reported that 
it is the opinion of the Officers, who should be best acquainted with 
the matter, that the said Alexander Benstead was actually robbed 
of the sum aforeeud by Enoch Wright Adjutant to the same regi- 
ment. That CoI° Hubley of the same regiment and Col° North of 
the ninth Pennsylvania Regiment have attested that they believe 
that the said Alexander Benstead was robbed of the sum aforesaid 
in the manner set forth in said memorial. 

Resolved, That the memorialist be allowed to debit the 
United States with the sum of one thousand nine hundred 
and eighty seven dollars; and that he remve credit for the 
same on the settlement of his accounts.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter of the 10 July^ from General Washington ; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred Qon' Washington's letter of 
the 18^ [lO"*] of July last, on the subject of an exchange of prisonerB 
with the enemy and a provision for rendering easy and comfortable the 
situation of those of our troops who are in captivity. And also audi 
part of Brigadier General Moultrie's letter of 30 June aa relates to 
the situation of the troops who are prisoneis in Charles Town, beg 
leave to report. That they concur in opinion with Gen' Washington 
that a genieral exchange of officeis and privates however strongly 
urged by motives of humanity, would at this juncture be highly 
impolitic, as in case of offensive operations against the enemy, the 
advantage that would result to them, by a reinforcement of their 
army for defence in consequence of a general exchange, would be 
vastly superior to those which these United States coidd possibly 
derive from it, by affording them a permanent augmentation, and 
by rendering every private they might thus gain, equal on the lowest 
scale of calculation, to two to be acquired by us. But this Com- 
mittee are of opinion that these objections do not militate at least so 
forcibly, against an exchange con&xed to oScen only; and that the 

> This raportia in the Paper* (/(ht OottHnentai ConirreM, No. 136, IV, folio 463. 
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idea of such an exchange is favored both b^ policy and humanity, 
and if founded on the double basis of equality of EAnk and of Com- 
position, might, with a due attention to the order of Captivity, safely 
be rendered as eztenfiive in its execution as the respectire numbers 
of prisoaera of war, and the Convention officers on parole at New 
York (Generals Phillips and Riedesel and their families excepted) will 
admit. 

"With respect to a suitable provision for the Troops of the United 
States who are prisoners of war at New York and Charlestown, the 
Committee are of opinion, that provision should be made for the sub- 
sistance of the officets, and to enable them to procure necessaiy 
cloathing: for making good the deficient^ of the short ratjons allowed 
by the enemy to the privates : for a supply of medicines and proper 
diet for the eick, and for cloathing the privates in such manner as to 
keep them from suffering. That for these purposes a resident Com- 
missary of prisoners in each of those places ought to be appointed 
on the part of these United States, to be allowed of by the enemy — 
thro' which Commissaty the Officers and privates in captivity mi^t 
derive the above mentioned supplies. That the Committee are of 
opinion, that except in such instances wherein a supply of Provisions 
may be necessary, specie should be remitted to such Commissaries 
respecUvety, to be raised by the sale of public Bills of I^hange, but 
they are further of opinion that an estimate for such supplies should 
be made and reported by the Board of War, with whom all returns 
of the Troops as well prisoners as others are officially lodged, and to 
whom the furnishing such supplies, and the means of furnishing the 
same should be committed a nd th at GcneF a l ■ W as hington s hould be 
d ipee t ed to toko the nooo e aaFy s top s tor -a oeana g . 

Upon the whole the Committee beg leave to recommend to Coo- 
gress the following Beaolutiona, to wit: 

Resolved, vKtat it is at pTO B oat inogp e diont to oatond tbo 
< a:ehnngo of prisonoro with tbo onomy to priToto e , but 
That General Washii^ton be and he is hereby authorized to 
effectuate an exchange of officers, either on fhe footing of 
equal rank, or on composition, or both, as the cases may 
respectively require, confining the exchange on that of com- 
position for officers only, and having due regard to the 

10970—10 16 
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order of captivity; such exchange to be rendered as exten- 
sive as possible in its execution, so as not only to include, 
on the part of the enemy, prisoners of war, but also the 
officers of the Convention troops, now on parole at New 
York O e norol fl Phillip a Mtd I te o d oflol oaxd thoig foepootivo 
fnmffioa oaooptod. 

Ordered, That the Board of Wm form and report an esti- 
mate of supplies for the sub^stance and cloathing of the offi- 
cers belonging to the armies of the United States, or who were 
taken in their service and remain prisoners of war, either at 
New York or Chftplo s towp South Carolina, or elsewhere in 
these United States, and for making good to the privates, pris- 
oners in those places, the deficiency of the short rations allowed 
to them by the enemy, and providing them with necessary 
cloathing; and also of the contingent chaises that may be 
occasioned by sickness amoi^ the prisoners; and that they 
report the ways and means by which the above mentioned 
supplies may be best furnished. 

Ordered, That General Washington take the necessary steps 
for establishing a resident commissary of prisoners at New 
York, and Major General Gates another in South Carolina or 
Georgia, to have the care of the prisoners in those places, 
according to the usage and custom of war.' 

The committee on the state of South Carolina and Georgia 
brought in a farther report, which was taken into considera- 
tion; and thereupon. 

Resolved, That the earn of balance remoinde g of i ^ ^O j 
3^ 8/9 the quota of ten millions of dollars, required of the 
commonwealth of Virginia by the act of Congress of the 19 
May, 1780, be appropriated to the pay and subsistance of 
the continental army in the southern department, and that 
the executive of Virginia be requested to send on the same 

' This r^Kirt, in the writing o( John Huin Scott, ii in the Papen of the Contmmtat 
Omgrm, No. 19, VI, folio 291. 
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when collected, to Major General Gates, to be applied for iha 
purposes aforesaid, as he shall direct. 
That Bills of exchange to the amount of 100,000 Dollais drawn 

cm be Bent to Maryland, Virginia and N? Carolina in the 

following proportions, 35,000 DoUus to Maryland, 
rortvcMt. 36,000 DoUani to Virginia and 30,000 Dollaia to N? 
Carolina, to be disposed of in order to raise an imme- 
diate supply of money for the southern tumy. 

Congress having been informed, that many persons in VIj 
ginia and - j fo i! ^ Ctt f olinft in the southern department, from 
Virginia to Georgia, inclusive, have shewn a willii^nesa to serve 
as volunteer horsemen, finding their own horses and accoutre- 
ments, in tho southom doportmont during the present cam- 
piugn ; and being also fully convinced of the necessity of having 
a body of horse in the field to serve in that department : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive of 
y ij g ima - flBd North CiMwlino the said states, respectively, 
to encourage and promote the raising corps of volunteer 
horsemen, not exceeding 500 in the whole, submitting to 
Major General Gates the niunber that shall be raised in each 
state, and that tiiey be authorized to give Uie following 
assurances on behalf of Congress: 

That officers and privates, so serving as volunteer horse- 
men in the southern department, during the present cam- 
paign, shall be intitled to the same pay and rations as 
officers and privates of the continental light dragoons, with 
an addition of one-sixth of a dollar in specie, or other money 
equivalent, per day, for the use of their horses; such pay, 
rations, and allowance, to commence from the time of their 
arrival at head quarters, or joining any detachment of the 
southern army, by order of Major General Gates \^ provided that 
such horsemen shall engage to serve during the campaign, or 
at least for the term of four months, after they shall join the 
army, or a detachment thereof, imless sooner dischaii^. 
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That, if any horses belonging to such volunteers shall be 
killed or unavoidably lost, while in actual service, CongFesa 
will credit the State to which the owners of such horses 
belonged for the value; provided, that such horses shall have 
been properly valued, on oath, agreeably to the laws of the 
said states, as in cases of horses impressed, and that the 
valuation do not exceed one hundred dollars in specie for 
one horse.' 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 

On motion of Mr. [Timothy] Matlack, seconded by Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, 

Ordered, That the Medical Committee report as soon as 
may be, Uie state of the military hospitals within the State 
of Pensylvania, specifying particularly the number of 
physicians, surgeons, mates, matrons and attendants resid- 
ing in Pensylvania, and the places they are employed in, 
and also the number of the sick. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1780 

The delegate of Rhode Island, &c. laid before Congress a 
letter, of 22d July, from Governor Greene, which was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of W. Bingham was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury; 
and that the Committee of Commerce transmit the accounts 
of the memorialist, which were referred to them, to the 
Board of Treasury for settlement. 

A memorial of Captain T. Morris was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

' This report, in the writing of Joaeph Jones, is !n the Paptn qf iht Con&nental 
Oongrai, No. 20, II, folio 400. It ia indoraed by Thomaoa: "Deliverod Aug. 7, 
1780; fint and last puagnptu psflsed Aug. 7, 1780; 2* poetponed." 

"This letter ia in the Papcn o/ eA« Cbnttn«n/al Cbn^reM, No. 64, folio 478. 

*Thia memorial, undated, ia in Uie Papert of tilt Contmtntal Confrtu, No. 41, VI, 
folio 1S9. 



dbyGOOglC 



August, 1780 709 

A letter, of 1st, from the Board of War was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the cominittee on the 
letter, of 8 June, from the Board of War. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
W. Glajon, brou^t in a report; Whereupon, 

At a Board or Wab, August S. 1780 

Fresent Ool. Pickering M' Peters Col. QraTBon 

In the case of M^ Clajon the Board beg leare to state the following 
facts, lliat on the sixteenth day of June 1775 Congress fixed the 
pay of the General's secretary at 66 dollars per month and that of the 
Secretary of a Major General acting in a separate department at 
thirty three doUus per month, that on the 2d of July following the 
pay of a major was fixed at 33} dollars per month. That on the fifth 
day of Jime 1776, B. H. Harrison Secretary to the Commander in 
Chief was vested with the rank of Lieut: ColoneL lliat it was the 
common practice at thoee periods to determine the number of rations 
Staff Officers were entitled to, by the quantum of the pay respecttrely , 
which was usually the same with that of Bome officer in the line. 
That the Secretary to the Commander in Chief with the rank of 
Lieut: Col? is entitled to but fire rations; and the pay fixed for a 
Major General's SeCTetacy being originally but that of a Major, tiie 
Board are of opinion, that four rations only should be allowed him, 
that nevertheless as no objections have ever been made to Gen' 
Gates' allowance of six rations to M^ Clajon, he should be considered 
as entitled thereto untill this time. 'The Board do not think it 
expedient that any specific sum should be allowed for putting his 
chaise in a condition to carry him so long a journey tho' the proposed 
repains of it seem necessary for that service. 

The Board therefore beg leave to report 

Ordered, That the sum of 14,000 dollars be paid to William 
Clajon, secretary to Major General Gates, on account, to 
enable him to proceed to join the southern army, and for 
his pay and subsistance money, up to this day. 

Resolved, That in future he be allowed four rations, flie 
value of three of them to be paid him la subsistance money, 
agreeably to the resolution of the 18 August, 1779.* 

> Tbia report ■> in ttie Papen <if the Contmer^al Congrtit, No. 147, IV, (olio 481. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Lieutenant Daniel Broadhead, brought in a report; Where- 
upon, 

At a Boabd or Wab, Avgust 8. 1780 

Present M' Feten Col Qnjaon 

Hie Board having considered the memorial of IJeut: Daniel Broad- 
head are of opinion that the facta therein stated, aa to his being 
entitled to rank aa Captain are true, but from whatever cause his 
want of actual promotion arose, he can have no proper claim on the 
United States, but for his pay as lieutenant to the time of his release 
from captivity, eepeciallj as another officer was appointed in his stead, 
aa Captain, and received pay from the United States in consequence 
of such appointment. From the time of his applying to the State to 
enter again into service he is entitled to half pay as Captain agreeably 
to the resolution of Congress of Novem' 24, 1778, until the date of the 
resolve making supernumeraries of all officers in his situation at that 
time he became entitled to the allowance made to supernumerary 
officers. Ab he cannot now receive the Commission of Captain the 
whole of bis demand is matter of account and proper for the con- 
sideration of the Treasury Board who will no doubt be of opinion 
with the board that he should be paid the specie he expended for his 
support in like manner with other officers whose claims on this 
account have been allowed by Congress. The Board therefore beg 
leave to report 

Ordered, That the said report, with the memorial of Lieu- 
tenant Daniel Broadhead, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury.' 

The Board of War, to whom waa referred the letters of 
20 July, from Gen. Washington and Brigadier Gen. Maxwell, 
report, 

" That hitherto, when an officer resigned his commission in 
our army, he also resigned all pretensions to any rewards or 
benefits arising from his appointment; nor would it be politic 
or just that officers quitting the service, before the termina- 
tion of the war, should receive the like rewards with those 

"tiaanpcatiB ia1ii9 Pap«n qf lie ConHnailal Omgrm, No. 147, IV, folio 489. 
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^0 continue in service until it ia brought to a period: it ia 
however consistent with the intention of Congress, as es- 
pressed in the resolufaon of the 10th day of April laat, that 
offic«« whose resigoations are accepted by Congress, after 
that resolve, should enjoy all the benefits accruing therefrom, 
as will appear by the proviso at the close of the resolution, 
the terms whereof clearly comprehending Brigadier General 
Maxwell's case, the Board conceive no further act of Congress 



Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the petition 
of Captain Henry Mitchell, report, 

"That the vessel and cai^o mentioned in the said petition, 
as having been seized by Captain Nicholson, of the continental 
frigate Deane, being libelled in the maritime court in the 
State of Ma^achusetta Bay, is in course of procedure to 
bring the legality of the capture to a decinon, and therefore, 
it is the pKipor woyin - wbioh tho morito of Mj t MitoboU' s 
poti fe ioB r- and oouao ohoiild bo dotormin ed mexpedient for 
Congress to interfere in the matter":' 

Resolved, That Coi^ress a^ree to the a^ report. 

A letter, of 1, from Brigadier Muhlenbei^, was read : 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from H. Hollingsworth, was read;* 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, Ttiat the Board of Treasury enquire into the cir- 
cumstances of the supposed forgery of Robert Anderson's 
name to a receipt, offered as a voucher, in support of the 
accounts of Heniy Hollingsworth, and report to Congress. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

1 This report ia in the Papen of the Continental Congnu, No. U7, V, falio 487. 
* This report is in the Faptn of the ContinenUxl Congrett, No. 37, folio 289. 
■ This lettw is in the Poperi qf Ot Continenial Congnu, No. 78, XII, folio 66. 
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WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 9, 1780 

A letter, of Jiine 3d, from Mr. de Fraucey, f^ent of Mr. de 
Beaumarchfus, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

A representation and petition of G. Bunner and others was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be r^erred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, iSi. [George] 
Walton and Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke. 

A report from the Board of War was read, respectii^ the 
department of the commissuy of military stores; and after 
debate, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell and Mr. [Timothy] Matlack. 

A letter, of 7, from President Reed, was read, enclosing the 
proceedings of the supreme executive council of Pensylvanja 
on the case of sundry artificers." 

Congress resumed the consideration of ihe report of the 
conmiittee on the state of South Carolina and Georgia; 

And on a motion by Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, seconded by iSx. 
[Thomas] Bee— 

That the Treasaiy board be directed to prepare bills of exchange, of 
suitable denominations, upon the honorable Benjamin Franklin 
esquire. Minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles for fif^ 
one hundred thousand dollars in specie; a nd - upon tbo - h e nop ft bl e 
John Jay, E B qiuFO, MinifltoF PltHupotcatiapy a t -t be - Coart of - M ftd«d 
loT a no t b ^ fif t y feon aa nd dell a w in - ^o(a& M payable at ninety days 
sight; and that the same be transmitted to Joseph Clay Esquire, deputy 
paymaster Greneral in the Southern Department, to be by him offered 
for sale in tho eommoaw«dfe -« f - Vii^iH ift Maryland and the States to 
the Southward thereof, and the proceeds be employed in aid of the 

> Thie representation and petition, tmdated, ia in the Popart of the Continental 
Oongrt**, No. 43, folio 55. 
■ This letter and eucloauie an in the £eUer* to WaMngton, No. 95, foUo 252. 
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military chest in that Department under the direotiou of Major 
Qeneral Gates/ 

That the Bofud of Treasuiy be directed to prepare bills of 
exchange of suitable denomiiiatioiis upon ^e honoiirable 
Benjamin Franklin, minister plenipotentiaty at the Court of 
Versailles, for one hundred thousand dollars in specie.' 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Roger] Shei> 



New Bampahire, 






JfoylonJ, 




Mr. Folaom, 


no} no 


Mr.HaiBon, 


ay 


Maasackuaetia Bay, 




Tirgima, 




Mr. LoveU, 


S}^- 


Mr.J.Jonse, 


ay 


Ward, 


Madison, 


ay 


Rhode Island, 




Walker, 


ay 


Mr. ComeU, 


ay} ay 


NorA Carolina, 




CormecHevi, 




Mr. W. Jones, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


no 


HiU, 


ay 


Sherman, 


no no 


Smlk Oarolma, 




B. Huntington, 


no 


Mr. Laurens, 


ay 


Nm Jersey, 




Bee, 


ay 


Mr. Houston, 


•y|' 


Kinloch, 


ay 






Motte, 


ay 


Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 




Qeorffia, 




Muhlenberg, 


•y 


»y 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Matlack, 


no 


Telfair, 


ay 


Ingersol, 


»y 








Ddcware, 








Mr. M'Kean, 


ay) 






Vandyke, 


>y 


•y 







y ay 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Reaoived, That the bills be made payable at ninety days 
eight. 

' This motion, in tke writiitg of George Walton, Js in the Paptn qf tli4 ContutntiU 
Oongreu, No. 36, IV, folio 236. 

'This motion mod rote were alao entered in the mumscript Secret (DomMdc) 
7onrnal. 
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A motion b^ng made for the sale of the said bills, and 
appropriation of the money arising from the sale: 

Onfered, That it be refeired to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from the 
Hon. Mr. Izard, late commissioner to the court of Tuscany, 
brouf^t in a report, which was read; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the hon'''* W 
Izard late Ck>mmiBaiojier to the Court of Tusoany report 

That Congress having determined on the 30'*' of Deo. 1776 to 
send a Commissioiier to the Court of Tuscany, did on the 7"' of May 
following elect M'' Izard to that office. 

That on the 6^ of October 1777 M'' Izard acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of his CommissioD and Instructions, and promised to use his 
utmost endeavors to accomplish the objects of them. 

That OD Dec. 18"' of that year, he informed Congress of his being 
dissuaded by the Tuscan Minister at the Court of France from pro- 
ceeding to Tuscany, as from the State of politicks at that time, the 
Grand Duke would be greatly embarassed by such a step. 

That on the 30^ of the same month December the Elector of 
Bavaria died, which, drawing the Emperor and the King of Prussia 
into a dispute, the poUtics of Tuscany were governed by those of 
Vienna, so that M' Izard could not be admitted by the Grand Duke, 
except to reside at Florence as a private OenUanan. Upon which M^ 
Izard asked for the directions of Congress, as the Independence of the 
States of America had been then openly acknowledged by France. 

That on Jan>" 28'^ 1779 M'' Izu^ wrote to Congress lamenting that 
it was not in his power, from the political state of the affairs of 
Europe to do service to the United States in the Line of his Com- 
mission, and expressing his desire to return to America which be 
did not think himself at Liberty to do without the permission of 
Congress. 

That on the 4"' of March following, he wrote again requesting for 
the same reasons as those mentioned in his former letter, the leave 
of Congress for hia return. 

Your Committee therefore propose that it be 

Resolved, That Congress are convinced of the faithful 
endeavoiirs of Mr. Izard to fulfil the objects of the conunis- 
sion to which he was appointed by them on the 7th of May, 
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1777, and approve of i^ icsbchis wfaicb determined him not 
to proceed to the court of Tuscany.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST lo, 1780 

A letter, of 9, from Charles Pettit was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Armstrong, Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter, of this day, from H. Shiell was read: 

Ordered, That a suitable passport be prepared. 

Aletter,of 9,from the Board of War was read,encloBingaletter 
from Preffldent Reed of Pensylvania, and simdry other papers : ' 

Ordered, That the sfune be referred back to the Board of 
War to report. 

Another letter, of 9th, from the Board of War was read, 
enclodng a copy of a letter, of 3, from General Washington:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read, respecting 
public accountants: 

Tkbasubt OinoB Au^ S* i780 

Whereas the "ordinance for establishing a Board of Treasuty, 
and the proper officeis for managing the Finances of these United 
States" dated July 30"* 1779 declares it to be among the duties of 
the Commissioners of the Board of Treasury "To see that the public 
accounts are regularly stated in the Auditor's office, and all public 
Debtors brought to account, Frauds detected and Defaulters ptm- 
ished" and whereas it is of the utmost importance that these duties 
should be discharged with fidelity, the Board beg leave to report 
their proceedings on that part of these duties that respects the 
bringing public debtors to account in the execution thereof. Hav- 

' Thu lepwt, in the vritiiig at Jamee Lovell, ie in the Paper* of At Omtmmtai 
Qmgreti, No. 19, III, Mio 2S». 

• Pottit'B letter ia ia The Papen of the OonfMiCTitaJ Congn**, No. 192, (olio 333; 
Shiell'B letter is in No. 78, XX, folio 537; th&t of the Board ot War is ia No. 14S, I, 
fcdio 153. 

■This letter is in the Papen o/tA< Con(in«n/aJ Congrai, No. 146, I, lolio 161. 
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ing mited pertispi too long in expectation tlutt meunrefl would 
be taken hj the seTeral acoountants with the United States for 
a settlement of their reepectiTe accounts; unable to discoTer any 
disposition for that purpose, and having too much reason to be 
persuaded that there would be no settlement in due time without the 
exertions of the Board, they considered it necessaty in the b^inning 
of May last, to transmit the circular order N" 1 to the several account- 
ants therein mentioned, iriiich was accompanied by the circular 
letter N° 2, requiring their reepective accounts to be produced at 
the Treasury Office on the first day of June ensuing — In order to 
induce a compliance with this just and necessary requisition the order 
N° 3, was published in the several newspapers. 

Having received the answera of the several gentlemrai mentioned 
in No 1, they deemed it expedient to suspend the operation of No 3, 
and extend the period of settlement to the fiist day of August current, 
whidi was communicated by their circular order and letter N" 4 and 5, 

For the fiuther information of Congress it may be necessary to 
represent, what has been the conduct of the several accountants in 
consequence of these proceedings of the Board; and what are the 
sums with which they are charged in the Treasury Books, which will 
i^pear from the under written State 



NUDM 


TiU«e 


Amount 
charged 
in ddl-. 




Major G.Oreene 
8. Moykn 


Q.U.G' 


92.993, 276" 




UU. Q. H. a 


386; 000 


Not tendered accounts, that can be 








admitted 




L. C. 0. P 


r9.163,733»« 




W?Budi»nMi 


L. C. G. P 


7,310,030 


Not complied with the directions of 

the Board 
Not rendered accounts 


0. etewMt 


C. G. Imam 


533,800 


J. Potto 


P. G. Ho^w 


2,371,044 




W" Shippfn 


D. G. H. 


626,200 




JfWiuii 


l«e. C. G! 


4,167, 313" 


Not rendered accounts 


J. Wilkinson 


CGen' 


1,180,000 


Not rendered accounts 


£. Hancock 


D.payM.a 


5,233, 333" 


Iniormed the Board his accounts are 
ready and wait for conveyance 


B. Flower 


C. G. M. 8. 


8,367, 629" 


Not rendered hia accounta 


C. BiddlB 


L. D. Q. M. G 


70,000 


20'* of August for parUculai Res. 


T. Mifflin 


late Q. M. G 


5,513, 721" 




T.Lsury 


lst« D. C. O 


126, 669 




R. Bache 


Poet. M. G' 


301,676" 
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From this Bepresentation Congress will be enabled to judge and 
determine on the propriety of tbe proceedinga of the Board, and to 
givB such directions aa they may esteem necessary for compelling 
such accountants to render their accounts as have hitherto delayed 
and refused.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
Mr. [Thomafi] McKean fmd Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke. 

A report £rom the Board of Treasury waa read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Patrick Ferrall, clerk 
in the auditor general's office, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in bis favour, for six thousand dollars, on account of his 
salary. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, m favoiu* of Abel 
Westfall, on account of Mejev Brigadier General Small- 
wood, for eighteen thousand dollars, for the purpose of 
paying for a wa^on and three horses impressed by tlie 
s^d Brigadier General Smallwood, for which no satisfac- 
tion appears to have been made; and for which sum the 
said Brigadier General Smallwood is to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of D. Lockwood, report. 

That provision is made for the case set forth in the said 
memorial by a resolution of the 3d instant, to which the 
said David Lockwood should have recourse. 

The Board having considered the Extract of a letter bom John 
Bradford Continental Agent at Boston dated the twelfth day of July 
last referred to them by Congress, beg leave to Report, 

That the resolution of Congress of the twenty seventh of May last 
directing the sale of three hundred Hogsheads of Sugar was trans- 
mitted to the aforesaid John Bradford in a letter dated tbe thir- 
tieth of the same month which for the satisfaction of CoDgress is 
herewith submitted to their consideration, that if any part of the 

>Thiflr«porti8intli«Paptr(o/(AeOm{m<n<aIConffnM, No. 136, IV, folio 476. 
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monies arising from Buch sale has been applied to ihe demands of 
the Navy Boafdj as is intimated in said Extracts, it has been without 
the consent of this Board and directly contrary to their instructions 
and the Resolution of Congress abore mentioned.' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of William Geddes, com- 
missioner of accounts, a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
his favour, for twenty thousand dollars, on account of his 
salary. 

Ttuit on the application of Tniliam Govett, commissioner 
of accounts, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, 
for fifteen thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That on the application of Cornelius Comegj^s, clerk in the 
Treasuiy office, a warrant issue on the treasiu«r in his 
favoiu*, for six thousand dollars on account of his salary. ' 

That on the application of Samuel Hodgson, assistant 
comnuBsary general of military stores, accompanied with an 
estimate approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favour, on account of Benjamin Flower, 
commissary general of military stores, for five himdred thou- 
sand dollars, to be applied in the department of military 
stores; and for which the aforesaid Benjamin Flower, com- 
missary general of military stores is to be accountable.' 

Hie committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the general officers, brought in a report, which was read. 
Tbbasubt Office August 8. 1780 

Every order of Congress being complied with, there remains the 
sum of fourteen thousand two bundreid and thirty one dollars and 
24/54 to be disposed of, of which ten thousand three hundred and 
twenty five dollars and 24/54 are in the hands of Mr Smith CommT of 

1 Thu report is in the Paper* of the ConHnaital Congrtu, No. 136, IV, folioe 471-3. 
* This report u in the Papen of Uie Contmmtal Congnu, No. 136, IV, folio 491. 
■ This report ia in the Paperto/tAo Cbnftnmtoi Cbnjpvu, No. 136, IV, folio 49S. 
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the ContineDtal Loan Office for the Commonwealth of Fenni^I- 
Tania, and three thousaiid nine hundred and six dollais in the hands 
of the Treasurer of Loans.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST ii, 1780 

A letter, of 9th, from President Rodney, of Delaware; 

One, of 24 July, from Major General B. Lincoln; and 

One, of 6th, from J[ohn] Mathews, one of the committee 
at headquarters, were read.' 

A petition of James Boyd waa read: 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the supreme executive 
council of Pensylvania. 

The Board of Treamuy, havii^ prepared a sett of exchange 
for 4444 Mexican dollars, pursuant to the resolution of the 
19th July, laid the same before Congress: 

Ordered, That the said bills be signed by the President. 

The Board of War, to whom was refeired the extract of 
'Mi. J. Bradford's letter of the 12th of July last, broi^t in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress approve of the conduct of John 
Bradford, continental agent, in detivering to the deputy 
quarter master general at Boston, one htmdred and eighty- 
eight pieces of ticklenburg, and thirty-seven pieces of oznar 
bui^ and in delivering to Messrs. Otis and Henly eight bales 
of oznaburgs.' 

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by "iSx, 
[Thomas] McKean, 

^ Tbia npan IB ill thvPapenqf the CotUkunua Congnu, No, 'IM, IV, tolloias. It 
bindoned: "Read AogiutlO." 

* Rodney's letter u in the Fapen of Qtt CcHUmeKUA Congrtat, No. 70, folio 761 ; Ltn- 
coln'aiBinNo.l&8, folio 447; Uathewa'sUin No. 39, 1, foUo 213, and r transcript is 
in Committee Book 1780, Proceedings of the Committee appointed the 13th April, 
1780, folk) 43. 

■This r^KHt is in the Paper* q^Ot GEmtdundil Omfnu, No. 147, IV, foUo 491. 
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Ordered, That t^e committee appointed on the 13th day 
of April last, to repair to headquarters, be discharged from 
further attendance there, and that they report their pro- 
ceedings to Congress. 

In passing this order, the yeas and nays bdng required by 
Mr. [John Morin] Scott, 



New Eampeltire, 






JforjJani, 




Mr. Folsom, 


•y) 


ay 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 








Henry, 


ay 


Mi. S. Aduns, 


•y 




nrgima,. 




LoTdU, 


no 


ay 


Mr. Madison, 


no 


Wurd, 


»y 




Walker, 


ay 


Rhode Itlmi, 






NorO. CaroUna, 




Mr, ComeU, 


•y 


ay 


Mr. W. Jones, 


ay 


Omneeticui, 






HiU, 


ay 


Mr. Huntmgton, 


ay 




South Carolina, 




Sherman, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Bee, 


no 


New York, 






Kinloch, 


no 


Mr. Scott, 


no 


no 


Motte, 


ay 


New Jersey, 






Georgia, 




Mr. Fell, 


«y 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Houston, 


•y 


ay 


Telfair, 


ay 


Penntylvanvi, 






Few, 


ay 


Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 




Howly, 


ay 


MuUenbeig, 


ay 


ay 






Matlick, 


«y 








Detmaare, 










Mr. MoKesn, 


ay 


ay 






Tan Dyke, 


ay 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
On motion of the delegates for the state of New Jersey: 
Resolved, That Joseph Borden, of Bordenton, Esq. com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the state of New 
Jersey, or the commissioner of the said office for the time 
being, be appointed commissioner, on the part of the United 
States, to endorse the bills of credit to be issued by the State 
of New Jersey, in puisuance of the resolutions of Congresa 
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of the 18 day of March last; and that, in case of the disa- 
bility of the said Joseph Borden, or the commissioner of the 
said loan office for the time being, S amnol S tHegaa Joseph 
Kirkbride, of Bordenton, aforesaid, be appointed to endorse 
the said bills.* 

On motion of Mr. [William Chmvhill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [Edward] Telfair, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report 
the salaries of the judges of the court of appeals in cases of 
captures, and of the commissioners, clerks and others, em- 
ployed in the several boards, and other officers acting imme- 
diately under Congress; that the same may be paid, as 
they become due, in specie, or other current money equiva- 
lent; and that after they are ascertained and fixed, no 
further advances be made on account of salaiy : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
Mr. [John] Hanson and Mr. [Rc^r] Sherman. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of George Bond, deputy 
secretary to Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour, for eight thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, 
for six thousand dollars, to defray the contingent expences 
of the Secretary's office of Congress; and for which he is to 
be accountable. 

A letter, of this day, from E. Fonnan and W. Denning, 
two of the commisfflon^B of t^e Board of Treasury, was 
read. 

A petition of Stephen Hazard and others was read : ' 

* This motion, in the writing of Wflli&m OhnichiU Houston, la in the Paptn qf Ai 
Contintntal Congrat, No. 36, IV, folio 607. 

> Fonnan and Denning's letter ia in the Paptn of tA« ContmantaL Congrtti, No. 7S, 
IZ, folio S26; Hoctrd'a petitiim, dkted Aug. 10, is in No. 42, III, fotio 880. 
lODTO-lO « 



dbyGOOglC 



722 JoumaU qf Congnaa 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from iSi, 
Izard, lud before Congress an account exhibited by Mr. Izard 
against tiie United States for his expences and salary, in 
which a balance of 52,113 livres is stated to be due to 
Mr. Izard; Whereupon, 

Reeolved, That the Hon. Heniy Laurens be, and is hereby 
authorised and directed to pay to the order of the Hon. 
Ralph Izard, the sum of 52,113 livres toumois, out of such 
monies as he shall borrow, for the use of these United States, 
in Holland.' 

On motion of Mr. [James] LoveU, seconded by Mr. 
[Timothy] Matlacl£, 

Resolv^, That the Board of Admiralty be informed that 
it is not the sense of Congress, by agreeing with their report 
on the petition of Henry MitcheU, that persons coming with 
th^ effects to settle in these United States, or persons 
removing their property from the dominions of Great Britain, 
who can, by protections previously obtained from any of 
the ministers of these United States, mal^e it appear tliat 
their design was only to remove thaii property from the 
power of the enemy, or who are bringing arms, ammunition 
or military stores, to these Umted States, agreeably to the 
resolution of 23 of March, 1776, should be molested by 
unnecessary suits. 

Congress took into conaderatioa the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of Joseph Basden; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the case of the sloop KUty, commanded 
by Joseph Basden, and captured by a French frigate, be 
conmiimicated to the honorable the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of France. 

"TbiB NBolutiiKi «u aim entered in Um nuDUMtipt Secret Jouinal, Focdgn AfUn. 
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On motion of Mr. [Bzeldd] Cornell, seconded by &&. 
[William Churchill] Houston, 

Resolved, That a conmuttee of five be appointed to make 
an estimate of the expence of the present year, commencing 
the 1st of March last, and to provide ways and means for 
such furth^ supplies as may be necessary: Also to make 
the like estimate for the ensuing year and make provision 
for supplying the same, and report to Congress. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, Mr. [Timothy] Matlack, Mr. [William Churchill] 
Houston and Mr. [John Morin] Scott. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War on the department of military stores, delivered 
in a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST la, 1780 

A letter, of 3, from Count de Rochambeau, was read:* 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams, and Mr. [James] Lovell: 

Ordered, That Brigadier Gen. Moultrie make return of 
the person whom he shall appoint commissary of prisoners 
in Charlestown, to Major General Gates, or the commanding 
ofScer in the southern department, for his approbation; and 
that so much of the resolution of the 5th as requires Brigadier 
Gen. Moultrie to make return to Congress, be and is hereby 
repealed. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
War, respecting the department of military stores, which 
the committee think should be approved; Whereupon, 

■ This letter ia in the Paper* ofOt Qmtinaiidl Confirm, No. 76, XVIII, folio 316, 
A draft for a. reply, in the writing of Ikmee UadlBODi is oa folio 3U. 
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Congress resumed the cooaderaUon of the report r^ened; 
wherein, 

The Board of War report. 

That, pursuant to the resolution of the 26 of July, they have 
enquired into the state of the department of military stores; 
and upon mature deliberation, propose to retain in service 
until tbo fnrthoF ofdoF of Conggoa a one ccnnmissary general 
of military stores, one deputy commissary general, one com- 
missary at Springfield, one commissary at Carlisle, one com- 
missary in Virginia, and two or three other commissaries, or 
deputy commissaries, at some subordinate poets and stations: 

They also propose to retain but one officer to each com- 
pany of artificers, who, with his Serjeants, will be competent 
to the proper direction of his men. 

That the pay of a conunissaiy of military stores be not 
less than 360, nor more than 1750 dollars per month : 

That the pay of a deputy commissary, and of a conductor 
of military stores, be not less than 240, nor more than 1000 
dollars per month: 

That the pay of tiie clerics be fixed by the Board of War 
and Ordnance, in proportion to their respective merit and 



That the pay of a capttdn of artillery artificers be 900 
dollars per month; a captain lieutenant 750 dollars per 
month; a lieutenant 600 dollars per month; a serjeant from 
150 to 200 dollars per month; a corporal, acting as foreman 
in any branch of work, the same pay as a serjeant : 

Other corporals, drmmners and fifers and privates, from 
30 to 150 dollars per month: 

That the pay of the commissaries, deputy commissaries 
and conductors, to be confined within the limits before-men- 
tioned, be fixed according to their respective merit and 
services, by the Board of War and Ordnance: 
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That the pay of the non-commissioned officers and privates 
be fixed according to their respective merit and services, 
within the Umits before-mentioned, by the major part of 
their commissioned officers, who shall meet together monthly 
for that purpose: 

That a d^y ration of forage be allowed only to such com- 
missaries and conductors of military stores, whose frequent 
travelling shall, in the opinion of the Board of War, require 
the same. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to this report, and that the 
same be carried into execution until the further order of 
Congress. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of the general officers; Whereupon, 

The Committee appointed to oDDsider fche petition of the General 
officers of the army presented to Congreaa on the S'^ of August beg 
leave to Report. 

Resolved, That the said general officers be informed that 
Congress have at no tune been tmmindful of the military 
virtues which have distinguished the army of the United 
States through the course of this war; and that it has been 
constantly one of the principal objects of their care, not only 
to provide for the health and comfort of the army, but to 
gratify their reasonable desires, as far as the public exigen- 
cies would admit: 

That patience and self-denial, fOTtitude and perseverance, 
and the cheerful sacrifice of time, health and fortune, are 
necessary virtues which both the citizen and the soldier are 
called to exercise, while struggling for the Uberties of their 
country; and that moderation, frugality and temperance, 
must be among the chief supports, as well as the brightest 
ornaments, of that kind of civil government which is wisely 
instituted by the several states in this union: 
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[That it has been recommended to the several states to 
make compensation to the ofBcers and soldiers to them re- 
^)ectively belon^uig, for the depreciation of their pay; and 
that Congress will take speedy measures for liquidating and 
paying what is due on that account, to officers and soldiers 
who do not belong to the quota of any state: 

That from and alter the Ist day of August, 17S0, the anny 
shall be entitled to receive their pay, as stated, before the 
first day of January, 1777, in the new bills emitted pursuant 
to the resolution of Congress of the 18 day of March last: 

That the officers shall hereafter be allowed five dollars per 
month, in the said new bills, for each retained ration: 

That the widows of officers who have died or shall hereafter die 

in the serrice shall be entitled to the amount of the half pay such 

officer after the war if living would have been entitled 

■i M M ^m ii. to by the resolution of the day of 1778, 

or if he leave no widow his orphan childrrai, if he 

leave any, shall be entitled to the same. 

That the Board of War be directed to report to Congress 
a list of the officers not belonging to the quota of any state, 
with an account of the balance due to each, to make their 
pay good for past services, agreeably to the resolution of the 
10th day of April last: 

That such of the states as have not made compensation 
to their officers and soldiers, agreeably to the recommendation 
of thel7 of August 1779, be and they are hereby requested to 
do it as soon as possible : 

Hi afc' O ft ch goaoF a l offieof in tho Lino of tiift Awny e h a ll be «itillod 
te> » gT a nt of land in liho maimor as i s prov i ded foF offi e e iB of d>o -Ba t - 
tnlion a b y the t^a a olution of ■■ tho - 1 8'' M)f -S <yteinbop - 17W - in - pgoportion 
t e- tfiei f p a y - to-wi ty 

That the provision for grantii^ land, by the resolution of 
September 16th, 1776, be and is hereby extended to the gen- 
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eral officers, in the following proportion to wit: a major 
general 1100 acres; a brigadier general 850 acres: 

That the officers of the army be furnished, as soon as pos- 
sible, with two months' pay, on account, to relieve their 
present wants, mentioned in the memorial.]' 

Ordered, That the remainder be re-committed. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Edward] 
Telfaii^ 

Ordered, That the ACnister of France be furnished with a 
copy of the resolution of the 6, respecting a plan of opera- 
tions to be concerted for expelling the enemy from South 
Carolina and Geoi^; and that he be informed that it is 
the desire of Congress that he will use his influence to cause 
such plan as the Commander in Chief may form, or the 
measures which he may recommend, to be undertaken by 
the forces of his Most Christian and Catholick Majesties, in 
consequence of the afores^d resolves, to be carried into 
effect.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 1780 

A letter, of 26 May, &om the honorable J. Jay was read :' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 

Affairs to report. 
A letter, of 12, from T. Pickering, Q. M. G. was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, 
A letter, of 3d, from Baron Steuben was read : 
Ordered, That the same, together with the plan respecting 

the inspector's department be referred to the Board of War. 

> This report ta in the Papen o/tA< GimMnmial Oimj;nitt, No. 21, i<dio 243. Tits 
part in bnckets is in the wridng of Bogei Shennan, the remainder being in Sunuel 
Adams's writing. 

*Thia order was also entered in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) Journal. 

'Thie letter is printed in the Dipiomatie Gomipondtaee of At Amtriam Revobt&n 
(Whart(Hi), III, folio 7D7. 
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A letter, of 7, from Udney Hay was read, with sundry 
papers enclosed: 

Ordered, That the same be transmitted to T. Pickering, 
Q. M. G. 

A letter from H. HoUingsworth, and a report of the Board 
of Treasury, pursuant to the order of the 8 instant, were 
read.' 

TsxAausT Office Angu^ll*^ 1780 

In pursuance of a reeolaUon of Congress of the 8? instant the Board 
of Treasuiy prooeeded to inquire into the "circumstances of the 
supposed foi^iy of Robert Anderson's name to a receipt offered 
as a Toucher in support of the account of Henry HoUingsworth." 

Upon which oiquiry the Board beg leave to report 

That the voucher referred to, as set forth by the Commissionera 
of accounts in their report on Heniy Hollingsworth's accounts in 
May laat, appears by sufficient testimony to be a forged voucher. 

It appears that the Honble the Board of War, did on the 31 Jan- 
uary 1778 appoint Heniy HoUingsworth and others to purchase 
Flour, wheat &c. for the purpose of establishing magazines. 

John Stump (one of Henry Hollingsworth's clerks) declares on 
oath — That Henry HoUingsworth left the Head of Elk (where he 
resided) on the second day of February 1778 with intent as this depo- 
nent was informed, to purchase wheat, flour &c, that he, this depo- 
nent, in Henry Hollingsworth's absence, and about the 9? February 
1778 received the appointment aforesaid, from the Board of War, 
that Henry HoUingsworth returned home on the 11*^ of the same 
month, at which time this Deponent deUvered to Heruy HoUings- 
worth the appointment aforesaid, and says it must have been the 
first information he could have had thereof. 

That upon the return of Henry HoUingsworth on the 11*^ as afore- 
said, he informed this Deponent of the purchase of the flour in ques- 
tion, and this Deponent further declares on his oath, that the flour 
in question was purchased by Henry HoUingsworth, on his own 
account, and before he received his appointment from the Board of 
War to purchase. 

■Pickoring'B lettcs ia ia The Paptn of the GonHiuntal Congreti, No. 102, lolio 21; 
Steuben's ia in No. 164, folio 190; HoUingBworth'B is in No. 78, XII, lolio 69. 
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Thomu Manuel (employed by H. Hollingsworth to asEdst in pre- 
paring his accounts for settlement) upon his oath declares litat 
upon stating the accounts aforesaid he discoTered that a voucher for 
the flour in question was wanting, that in order to "facihtate the 
passing of the accounts, and not knowing M^ Anderson, did, upon 
M! Stump's writiag a receipt, for the amount of Anderson's flour, 
affix the name of Robert Anderson to the same, and that without 
the knowledge of Henry Hollingsworth." 

Herman Stump (Clerk to Hairy Hollingsworth) upon his oath 
declares, that he was present at the writing of the receipt on the 
Toucher io question, and to Kobert Anderson's name being affixed 
thereto, by Thomas Manuel, and that Henry Hollingsworth did him- 
self discover the forged voucher in the Chambers of Accounts at the 
time they were under hquidation. 

The Commissioners of accounts in their report say 

"That Henry Hollingsworth chatges the United States with 630 
barrels of flour purchased of Rob^ Anderson of Chester Town 
Maryland on the 6*? April 1780. The account for this charge was 
produced with a receipt thereon to the Commissioners by Col? Hol- 
lingsworth as an authentic voucher." And that he the said Heniy 
Hollingsworth has charged the United States with the sum of Four 
hundred and thirty-nine pounds ten shillings and ten pence more 
than he actually paid Robert Anderson for the aforesaid 530 barreb 
of Flour. 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to close this report with the 
affidavit of Resolve Smith and William Geddes Commissioners in the 
Chambers of Accounts taken this day and filed in this Office with the 
other testimony in this Report mentioned. 

"That WiUiam Geddes in presence of Resolve Smith, the other 
Commissioner of the Chamber of Accounts, and their Clei^ first 
detected the foigery of Robert Anderson's name, to a recupt produced 
to them, by Henry Hollingsworth (as they verily believe) for a true 
and anthentio voucher to his account — ^llutt the said William Ged- 
des knowing the hand writing of Robert Anderson went immediately 
home and brought a receipt of the aforesaid Anderson's, which he 
had then in his possession, and compared the same with this voucher 
in presence of the other Commissioners, who were fdl convinced, this 
FecMpt and account was not signed by him the said Anderson: 
and having chaiged Henry Hollingsworth with the forgery in the 



dbyGOOglC 



730 JoumaU of Congress 

Office, he declared to these deponenta then toid not before, that he 
knew, pterious to his exhibitmg this account and vouchers in the 
aforesaid office for settlement, that this receipt wu not signed 1^ 

Rob5 Andereon."* 

A letter, of 17 July, and one of 25 of the same m(mth, 
from President Weare of New Hampshire, were read, with 
sundry acts encloeed: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas- 
ury. 

A letter, of 18 July, from Governor Nash of North Caro- 
lina, was read.' 

The del^ate of Rhode Island lud before Congress a letter, 
of 25th July, from Governor Greene of that State, giving 
information of the acta passed by the general assembly, in 
pursuance of the rescdutions of 18 March last, &c. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read, 
enclosing an extract of a letter, of 28 July, from Governor 
Jefferson of Virginia.' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War 
to report. 

A letter, of S, from J[ohn] Mathews, one of the committee 
at headquarters, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Ezeldel] Cornell, Mr. [Kmothy] 
Matlack and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

■ This report {■ in the Paptn cf A§ Qmtittaital Oongrtti, No. 136, IV, folio 609. 

'TheNewHaiupihireletterof JuI^lTiBia thePaper«</d< Continental Oongmi, 
No. 64, folio 114; the New Hampthife lett« of J11I7 26, on folio 118; the Nmth Oiro- 
Unft letter ia in No. 72, folio 87, and m duplicate of it wu read October 18, 17B0. 

*The Rhode blood letter ii in the Papo-j t^ {A« Gmtinental Congr—, No. 64, folio 
«82; that of the Board of War ia in No. 148, 1, folio 167. 

*ThiB letter ia in the Paptrt <^ ihe Cimtuimtal Cbn^ren, No. 39, 1, folio 217; it ia 
transcribed in Committee Book, 1780, Pioceedinga of the Oommittee appointed the 
13^ April, 1780, folio 48. 



dbyGOOglC 



August, 1780 781 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. WUIie Jones, a 
delegate for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue on 
the ta-easurer in his favoiu*, for twelve thousand dollars, for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Peter R. Fell, conuniaEioner of 
accounts, a warrant issue on the treastuier in his favour, for 
twelve thotisand dollars, on account of his salary.' 

That the following warrants issue in favour of Joseph 
Carleton, paymaster to the Board of War and Ordnance, to 
enable the said Board to purchase gimpowder; and for 
which the said Joseph Carleton is to be accountable, vis. 

One on Nathanid Appleton, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Massachusetts Bay, for 
twenty thousand dollars, in bills of credit emitted in pur- 
suance of the resolution of Congress, of the ISth of March 
last, part of the bills aforesfud subject to the orders of the 
United States. 

And one on the treasure for eight hundred thousand 
dollars, in bills of credit emitted previous to the 18 of March 
last. 

The Board having reported on the letter, of 22 July, &om 
Governor Greene, 

Thxasttbt OFncB August IS^ 1780 

The Board having considered the letter from QoTemor Greene dated 
the twenty second of July last referred to them b/ Congress b^ leave 
to report 

That the warrants on the State of Rhode Island have not exceeded 
the quota of that State up to the I? March last, for moniee appropri- 
ated to the use of the United States, and that the most effectual 
expedient to supply the urgent demands for money, is for the State 
aforesaid to accede to the resolution of Congress of the 18*^ March last.* 

■ This repwt ia in the Fapert of At Contmmtal Congraa, No. 136, IV, folio 497. 
'ThiirepwtiaiiithePapcnti^tAeCbntinmtaiCm^nM, No. 136, IV, folio 490. 
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Ordered, That the report be re-committed. 

At a Boakd or Was. Aug. 11. 1780 

Present IK Peters — Col GrajBon 

The board having considered the motion of M^ Clarke — referred to 
them b7 Congreaa — respecting the appointment of a Brigadier Gei^ 
in the room of Gen' Majiwell resigned, beg leave to refer Congress to 
the list and state of General Officers they had the honor to lay before 
them in the report of June 29. 1780 — from which Congreaa will judgs 
whether there are or are not a competent number of Gen! Officers in 
the army — In the particular case referred to the board, they beg leave 
to observe that Jersey has one Major Gen! and three r^pments — 
Should Congress deem another Gen! Officer requisite, a list of the 
Colonels of that State is herewith transmitted, that they may select 
the person they shall choose to promote. 

1 . Matthias Ogden, Col? of the first New Jersey Regiment, Janf 1 . 1777 

2. Israel Shreve, Col"! of the second New Jersey Regiment Jan? 1. 1777 

3. Ehaa Dayton, Col' of the third New Jersey Regiment FeW 9. 1776 ' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. AUGUST 15, 1780 

A petition of John Patrick Lynch was read:' 
Ord^ed, That it be referred to the Court of Appeals to 
report. 
A letter from Lieutenant Beaulieu was read:' 
Ordered, That it be ref^red to the Medical Committee. 
The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 8, 
from Mr. J[ohn] Mathews, with the copy of a letter from E. 
Blaine, commissary general of purchases ^ictosed, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a copy of the letter from E. Blaine, be re- 
ferred to the del^ates of the State of Pensylvania; and that 

^TluB npcrt IB in ibb Pap^t (^Ae Oonfyttatal Gongnu, No. 147, IV, folios 496 utd 
4SS. It wM road, aa the indonement shows, August 14. 

> This petitioii, undated, is in the Papers of tht Ooatuimtal Oangnu, No. 42, IT, 
foUo224. 

* This letter, uodttod, is in the Papen ttfthe Contiatnfal Congnu, No. 78, IV, UAia U. 
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th^ confer with the executive council of the State, upon the 
subject matter of the said letter, as far as respects that State, 
and report to Congress. 

That the committee, appointed to confer with the mana- 
gers of the bank in the city of Philadelphia be furnished with 
a copy of the said letter, and that they confer with them as 
soon as may be on that subject, and report to Congress. 

That the quarter master general be informed of the repre- 
sentations of the cotmcil of the State of Massachusetts Bay 
contained in their letter to the delegates of that State, rela- 
tive to the forwarding supplies to the army, from which will 
appear the necessity of carrying into immediate execution 
the resolution, of 15 July, so far as respects transportation.' 

Piursuant to the order of the 7th, the Medical Committee 
reported a state of the military hospitals mthin the State of 
Pensylvania, as far as respects the prescriptive line. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of Treasury, on the motion respecting the sale of the bills 
ordered to be drawn by the resolution of the 9th, and the 
appropriation of the moneys arising from the sale: Wh^e- 
upon. 

Resolved, That the bills of exchange directed to be pre- 
pared by the resolution of the 9th, on the honorable Ben- 
jamin Franklin, minister pl^kipotentiary at the Court of 
Versailles, to the amotmt of one hundred thousand dollars 
specie, be filled up by the commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, and made pay- 
able to Joseph Clay, deputy paymaster general in the south- 
em department, or order: 

That the said bills be transmitted to the s^d Joseph Clay, 
to be sold at par for [specie, or] ^ bills emitted agreeably to the 

*Thia npcfft, in the writing of EseUel OornoU, is in the Papert of the Qmtmmtal 
Ooagreu, No. 19, 1, folio 371. 
'A msigiual not« flaya: "InBBrted IS*." 
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resolution of the 18th of March last, [to bo digpoood of fog 
pfOTioiono imd noooooorioo foF the ot B^] ' or for other mon- 
ies, agreeably to the instructioDS of the Board of Treasury, 
or to be disposed of for provisions and necessaries for the 
army, on the best terms that can be obtained, for the 
United States: 

That the monies ari»ng &om such sale, be applied under 
the directions of the comnumding officer in the southern de- 
partment, to ihe purchase of provisions and other supplies 
absolutely necessary for the sulffiistance of the southern army ; 
and that the said Joseph Clay be, and hereby is, required to 
give regular and constant information to the Board of Treas- 
ury respecting the sale of the bills and the application of the 
monies aforesaid; and that the aforesaid Joseph Clay, deputy 
paymaster genenj in the southern department, be ehaxged 
in the treasury books, with the aforesaid bills, amounting to 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars specie.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board of 
Treasury, pursuant to the order of the Sth, and the letter 
from H. Hollii^sworth: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That all the papers relative to a supposed foi^ery 
in the vouchers of accounts of Henry Hollmgsworth, men- 
tioned in the order of the 20th of Jidy last, with the names of 
the witnesses, be sent by the Board of Treasury to the execu- 
tive of the State of Maryland, for the purpose expressed in 
the said order; and that the chamber of accounts, who e3Bm- 
ined the said vouchers, furnish the said Board with the names 
of such witnesses as they may think material. 

The del^ates for South Carolina laid before Congress a 
letter of this day &om Governor Rutledge, which was read:' 

■A matgiiiAlnotoBajn: "Traiupoeed Aug.l6." 

* These reaolutions were tiao entered in the muinBcript Secret (Domertic) JonnttL 
The report is in the Papen of the OmtmenUd Omfmi, No. 136, IV, fdio 607. 

* This letter is in the Pafen qfOit ContmmUd Congttm, Ho. 72, fdio 624. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of the 9th 
from Charles Pettit, brought in a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the assistant quarts master general be 
allowed one or more clerks, as the nature of the service may 
require, and the Board of War shaU approve.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 
a delegate for the State of Connecticut, a warrant issue on 
the treasurer in his favour, for six thousand dollars ; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Richard Fhilii^, steward to 
the President of Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favour, for fifteen thousand dollars, for the use of the 
President's family; and for which the said Richard Philips 
is to be accountable. 

That on the application ot James Stevenson Clerk in the War 
office a warrant issue on the Treasurer in his favour for five thousand 
dollars on account of his salary. 

That on the application of William Kinnon, copperplate 
printer, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, for 
seven thousand dollars, on account of his wages; and for 
which he is to be accountable.' 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was re-committed their 
report on the letter of Governor Greene, brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the following letter be written 1:^ the Pres- 
ident of Congress to Governor Greene: 

Sib: Your tetters of the 22 and 25 of last month, to the delegates 
of your State, have been laid before Congress ; and, in answer thereto, 

■This report, in the vtiUiig li JtAoi ArasBtiang, is in die Paperto/tA< Oontmental 
Oongnu. No. 19, V, folio 133. 
■TUsrepcM Is in the Papm (^a< Cbntjnmtol CbnfrrcM, No. 136, rv, folio 603. 
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I am to ftcqiiaint 70U, that CoDgreas hare a proper sense of the 
exertions of the State of Rhode Island and ProTidence Plantations, 
in the common cause: 

That an7 disbursements which may be made by that State, for the 
use of the United States, beyond its quota, shfdl be reimbursed as 
soon as circumstances will admit: 

That Congress depend on the several states for the necessary sup- 
plies of money for carrying on the war: 

That the bills of credit to be emitted, in pursuance of the resolution 
of the ISth of March last, will yield a supply as soon as the several 
quotas of the continental bills of credit are collected to be destroyed: 

That the quota of the aforesaid bills for your State shall be trans- 
mitted as soon as possible after a copy of the act complying with the 
resolution is received. 

If taxes were laid, payable in new bills or specie, it would have a 
good tendency to introduce the said bills into circulation in full credit,' 

A report from the Board of Treasury, on the memorial of 
John Sandford Daxt wa£ read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Charles Pettit, ie*e' assistant quarter master general, on 
account of Major General Greene, late quarter master general, 
for one thousand foiu' hundred and thirty dollars, to enable 
him to repay John Sandford Dart so much money as shall 
appear justly due to him, said to have been advanced by him 
for the public service; and for which the said Major General 
Greene, Q. M. G., is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of this day, from the honorable the Minister of 
France was read. 

Another letter, of the same date, from him was read: 

Ordered, That this be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

Adjoiuned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

■This report Is in the Paper* o/ffteCbiU(n«ntaJ Oongreu.'So. 136, IV, folio 506. 

■Uarginftl note: "late, erased Auguat 16." 

* This report ia in the Paper* 0/ tA« Cbnrinmtol CtoiVKM, No. 136. IV, folio 463. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST i6, 1780 

The Committee of Foreign Affairs laid before Congress a 
letter, of 27 May, from the honble J. Jay, which was read. 

A letter, of 28th, from the honble J. Jay, was read, infonning 
that he had seen a resolution of Congress of November 8th, 
1779, by which the late and former presidents are de^red to 
lodge, as soon as they conveniently can, in the secretary's 
office, copies of all public letters by them respectively written 
during their preffldentship: that after he had resigned the 
ch^, and immediately on the election of hia excellency 
Samuel Himtington, he delivered to him a book, containing 
copies of the public letters he had written during bis pren- 
dentship, to be lodged in the secretary's office, which be 
presumes was done; and that it gave him concern, therefore, 
to find the resolution made to extend to him; and desiring 
that it may appear by the entry made on the receipt of this 
letter, that he had done that part of his duty in season, and 
without the express request of Congress. 

Another letter from the honorable J. Jay was read, en- 
closing a copy of a letter, of 27 May, from W. Carmichael, 
at Aranjuez.' 

A letter, of this day, from J. Wilkinson was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to con- 
fflder and take order. 

A ktter, of 15, from Doctor W. Shippen was read. 

A letter, of 14, from Major General A. McDougal waa read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

* Jay'a letter of May 27 ia printed in the Dipbmtatie Corrapondmee oflht Amaiean 
RewOulUm, (Whut(»}, III, 736; tl»t ol May 28 on p. 740; Oumichael's letter i> (hi 
p. 738. 

> WilkinaMi'a letter ia in the Papen o/Oie ContinenUil Gmgrtu, No. 7S, XXJV, 
folio 223; titatirf Shippen ia in No. 78, XZ.folio 541; thatof HcDoosaUkinNo.un, 
foUoIQ7. 
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The Court of Appeals m cases of captures by sea, to whom 
was referred the petition of John P. Lynch, sent in a report, 
which was read: 

Ordered, That the report and petition be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, &&. [Timo- 
thy] Matlack and Mr. [Artemas] Ward. 

Chi motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Isaac] 
Motte, 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to en- 
quire into the situation of the late garrison of Charlestown 
and other citizens of America now prisoners of war at ttiat 
place, and to report wajrs and means for their relief and 
support in their present distress. 

The members chosen, Mr. (Thomas] Bee, &&. [Robert R.] 
Livingston and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor Shippen, director 
general, and having gone through the evidence, defence and 
judgn^nt of the coiurt, 

TsKAauBT OrrtcB 

Auj^ 16^ 1780 
The Board of Trewuiy Report, 

That on the appUcation of Chariea Pettit late Asa* quarter Master 
Qeneral accompanied with an estimate approved by the Board of 
War, a warrant issue on the Treasurer in his favour on account of 
Nathaniel Qreene late quarter Master Gener^ for mzty thousand <nie 
hundred and fifty three dollars and 30/90^ of a dollar, to be applied 
by the superinteoident of the Boat department, and for which sum 
the said Nathaniel Greene late Q M, General is to be aocountaUe ' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

> This report is in the Paperto/(Ae Contmenial Cbn^FOf , No. 136, IV, folio 521. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 17, 1780 

A Mter, of 5, from Colonel C. Febiger was read : * 

Ordered, That It be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Wbere- 
iq>on, 

Tebasubt Offiob, August IS^ 1780 
The Board beg leave to report 

That the escorts intrusted with the warrants drawn in pursuance 
of the resolutions of Congress of the 19^ May and 29?* June last on 
tiie Treasurer of the State of New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts Bay and Kew Hampshire, hare presented the war> 
rants aforesaid to be dischaiged, and are returned with following 
answers of the respective Treasurers: 

The Treasurer of the State of New York in bis letter dated the 
fifth instant writes that he has paid the messenger all the money 
he could command, being three hundred ninetem thousand, one 
hundred and ninety one dollars in part of one of the warrants on him. 
TheLegial&tureof that State having some time since authorized the 
Quarter Masters and Commissaries in that department to issue their 
certificates in discharge of the debts they have contracted and 
directed him to receive such certificates in payment of Taxes, and 
that he has already received one million of dollars in those certificates. 

The Treastu«r of Rhode Island says he has paid the escorts forty 
seven thousand sewai hundr e d -a nd forty eeyea nine hundred and 
nineteen dollT and wishes it had been in his power to pay the whole. 

The Treasurer of the State of Massachusetts Bay writes " I am sorry 
to inform you that it is not in my power to transmit the whole or 
any part of the two orders," and attributes his inability to the 
exertions of the State for sending the militia to cooperate with the 
sUiea. 

The Treasurer of the State of New Hampshire writes that the 
amount of the warrant for three hundred and twelve thousand four 
hundred and fifty dollars (being the full proportion of the Ten 
MiUions) was on the 16 June last by order of tlje President of 
the State sent on by Lieut: Col°. Heniy Dearborn with orders to 
deliver the same to the Board of Treasury. The reason why the other 

' Tliia letter is in the Pa^en of the OmUnenial CongrtM, No. 78, IX, (olio 329. 
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warrant cannot be paid will be given by the Preaident of the State in 
hia letter to the Preaident of Congress. It may be necessajy to 
observe that the sum above mraitioned has been received by the 
Pay Master General. 

M^ Hillegas informs the Board "that the escorts have brought 
neither money nor letter from Connecticut, but aay the Treasurer 
informed them that he would lay the matter before the Governor and 
Council of that State, and aa soon as he was enabled to dischai^ 
the warrants, he would write this way." 

The warrants on the State of Pennsylvania in pursuance of the 
Resolution of Congress of the Id*" May and 29^ June last, have 
also been presented for payment; for information on this subject, 
the Board beg leave to refer Congress to the letter from the Presi- 
dent of the State herewith transmitted. 

This representation will shew that no immediate supplies of money 
for the Treasury of the United States, are to be expected from tl^ 
several States above mentioned. 

The Board having considered that part of the letter from T. 
Pickering Quarter Master General dated the twelfth instant referred 
to them by Congress, which apphea to the advance of money, beg 
leave to report 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Colonel T. Pickering, Q. M. G., for one million and fifty 
thousand dollars, to enable him to continue the busdness of 
transportation and the purchase of forage and camp equipage ; 
and for which the said Colonel lackering, Q. M. G., ia to be 
accountable.' 

Trkasust OinoB Aagnei IB, 1780 
The Board of Treasmy report 

That on the application of Samuel Hodgson Assisttmt Commissaiy 
General of MUitaiy Stores accompanied with an estimate approved 
by the Board of War, a warrant issue on the Treasurer 
FoitpaMi. in his favor on accoimt of Benjamin Flower Commissary 
General of Military Stores for three hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars to be applied to the purposes mentioned in said esti- 
mate, and for which the said Benjamin Flower is to be accountable. 

■ Thia report U in tbe Papen of tlte Contmmtal Congnu, No. Vtt, tV, foIEo K17. 
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Tlist on the application of Fr&ncis Hopkinson Treasurer of Loans 
a warrant isaue on the Treasurer in his favor for six 
thousand dollars on account of his ealary. 

The Board h&g leave to submit to Congress an Extract of a letter 
from Major Gen! Lincoln dated Boston July 23'' 1780 which accom- 
panies his return of bills of exchange drawn on the President of 
Congress, on which they submit the following report, 

Rewlv^, That the Board of Treasury be, and hereby are, 
authorised to honor, without furth^' advice, such bills of 
exchange as shall, in the opinion of the Board, appear evi- 
dently to have been drawn by Major General Lincoln on the 
President of Congress, although not cont^ed in any letter 
of advice, agreeably to the terms prescribed by the resolu- 
tions of Congress of the 23d of March and 10th of July last. 

The Board of Treasury having considered the letters of his Excel- 
lency President Weare of New Hampshire dated the I?*** and 25*^ 
ultimo, with the several acts of that State relative to supplies, referred 
to them by Congress b^ leave to report 

That as the President's letter of the 17? relative to supplies raised 
agreeable to the specific supplies called for by the resolution of Con- 
gress of the 25? of Febniaiy last and for the raising of Troops to fill 
up the quota of that State in the field, it be referred to the Board of 
War. That a letter be written to President Weare by the Board of 
Treasury informing that the money sent by Lt : Col. Derbom has been 
received and carried to the credit of the State of New Hampshire. 

That as President Weare's letter of the 25*^ ult^ reUtes to the 
balance of the quota of that State up to the first of March Ust, drawn 
for in consequence of the resolution of the 29? of June last, this Board 
are of opinion, it is fully considered in their report of this date relative 
to warrants on the different States under similar circumstances 

The Board having considered the letter from Governor Rutledge 
of the 15*^ inst: referred to them by Congress b^ leave to report 

That a warrant issue on George Brooke Treasurer for tlw State 
fA Virginia for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in favor of 
John Rutledge Esq": Governor of the State of South 
Carolina (being part of the monies raised in said 
State of Virginia, for the use of the United States) and 
for which sum the said State of South Carolina is to be accountable.* 

> Thu rqmrt it in tlw Pajwi o/d« Conimtmial Congrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 613. 
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Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to the lettCT 
(rf 15 from Governor Rutledge, be re-committed. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 3d from 
the Count de Rochambeau, brought in a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress have a just sense of the vigilance 
and prudence of the commanders of the fleet and army of 
our ally, in taking the precautions mentioned in the letter of 
Monsieur the Count de Rochambeau, of the 3d of August, 
as well as of his attention to the ease and convenience of the 
Dulitia of these states. The spirit, good order, and dis- 
cipline of the troops under his conunand, deserve their 
wannest approbation. 

The committee to whom were referred the petition of John 
Patrick Lynch, and the report of the court of appeals thereon, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That John Patrick Lynch, now confined in the 
state's prison, as a prisoner of war, be discharged. 

On moUon of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by 
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to devise 
means to prevent the farther issues of c^ificates by the 
ofiBcers of the staff departments of the army, to supply the 
same with money, and to carry into effect the resolutions of 
Congress, of the 18th of March last. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] livingston, Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

Congress resumed the conmderation of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor W. Shippen, director 
general; and some time being spent thereon, 

Tbsasust Omos August 17, 1780 

The Board having considered the petition of Heniy Hollii^swortb 
referred to them by Congress Beg leave to Report, 

That thtfj are ready to proceed to hear Henry HoUingsworth 
aforesaid, on his i^peal from the report of the Commissionera of 
Aocoimts. 
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That BO far as reapecta the supposed forgery they do not consider 
ihemselTss authorised to enquire, or decide concerning it, without 
the particular instructions of Congress.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST l8, 1780 

A letter, of 17th, from WiU. Palfrey, paymaster general, 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [James] 
Lovell and Mr. [John Monn] Scott. 

A letter, of this day, from Govranor J. Rutledge was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [Sfunuel] 
Adams, Mr. [John] Henry, Mr. J[o8eph] Jones and Mr. 
[Timothy] Matlack. 

A letter of S. J. Atlee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

A letter, of 8, from Thomas Cooke to Doctor Scudder was 
laid before Congress and read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 14, from the Board of Admiralty was read.* 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Whrae- 
upon, 

AmimAT.Tr Omon, August 14^. 1780. 

The Board of Admiralty beg leave to represent to Congress, that 
notwithstanding repeated written and verbal messages to John 
Nixon and John Maxwell Nesbitt, Esq", Continental Agents for 
PmnirylTania, they have not been able to induce them to exhibit 

* Tiaa nport ia ia ihe Paptrt of A* Continmtal Oongrat, No. 136, IV, folio 623. 

* Palfrey's letter is id the Paper* <4 &» CimltMnloI Cvntr^t, No. IBS, folio 667; 
Rutledge'B lettar ia in No. 72, folio 628; Atlee's letter dated August 18, is in No. 
78, 1, (olio 361; Cooke's letter is in No. 78, V, folio 499; the Board of Admiralty's 
letter is in No. 37, folio 307, a copy of the letter being in the Jfonnc CnninittM Ltitv 
Booh, Contmmtat Congrai, folio 31S. 
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their accounts, and as it is of importance that monies arinng from 
the Sale of the Continental share of prizes should be immediately 
applied to answer the public exigencies, therefore the board bc^ 
leave to report the following motion: 

Resolved, That it ia not necessary any longer to continue 
John Nixon and John M. Nesbit, Esqrs. in their agency for 
prizes; and therefore. 

Resolved, That the said John Nixon and John M. Nesbit, 
continental agents for prizes in the State of Pennsylvania, 
be discharged, and that they account, without delay, witii 
the Board of Admiralty. 

Resolved, That until the farther order of Congress, the 
Board of Admiralty, ex officio, take charge of and direct the 
disposition of all priies which may be brought into the State 
of Pennsylvania.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the proceedings of 
the court martial on the trial of Doctor Shippen, director 
general, when a motion was made by Mr. pl'imothy] Mat- 
lack, seconded by Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, as 
follows: 

That the court martial having acquitted the said Doctor 
W. Shippen, the said acquittal be confinned. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by 
Mr. [John Morin] Scott, to strike out the words, "the said 
acquittal be confinned," in order to insert, "Ordered, that 
he be discharged from arrest." 

On the question shall the words moved to be struck out 
stand, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Heniy, 



New Eampehire, 

Mr. Folsom, no } no 

S^isioehusettt, 
Mr. Adoois, 
LoToU, 
Waid, 



Bhodt bland, 

Mr. Cornell, ay } ay 

Oonnetiimt, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Sherman, 
B. Huntington, no J 



> lltia lepMt u in the Paptn of At Chntinmtal Congrat, No. ST, folio 281. 
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«««> Yort, 




iftfKtoia, 


Mr. Scott, 


no} no 


Mr. Hanson, 


Ntno Jersey, 




Heniy, 


Mr. FeU, 


no 


rirgima, 


Houston, 


ay no 


Mr. J. Jonn, 


ClMk, 


Do 


Walker, 


Petrntyhama, 




iforti OaroUm, 


Mr. Armstrong, 


"J 




Mr. W. Jones 


McLene, 


sy 




Hill, 


Muhlenberg, 


no 


ay 


South OinMna, 


Mstlsck, 


*y 




Mr. Bee, 


DOimare, 




Einloch, 


Mr.McEeui, 


no} no 


Motte, 
Geoiyio, 








Mr. Few, 



740 



no}* 

So it passed in the negative, and the words were struck 
out. 

On the question to insert the words moved, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by 
Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, to amend the motion, by inserting 
after W. Shippen, these words, "excepting that part of the 
2d charge relating to his speculating in hospital stores, on 
which the court judge him highly reprehensible." 

On the question to agree to this amendment, the yeaa and 
nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, 



New Eampshire, 






Ootmeetieut, 




Mr. Folsom, 


»y 


ay 


Mr. HuntingtoD, 


Do 


Massachuaettt, 






SheroiaD, 


DO 


Mr. Adams, 


no 




B. HuntingtoD, 


DO 


Lovell, 


no 


DO 


Ifm York, 




Ward, 


no 




Mr. Scott, 


no 


Rhode hJand, 






livingstoD, 


no 


Mr.ConuOl. 


no 


no 


Nm> Jeraejl, 
Mr. FeU, 
Houston, 
Clark, 


ay 

ay 
ay 
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Viryima, 




Mr. Aimatroiig, 


no 




Mr. J. Jonee, 


;;:;}- 


McLene, 


no 


no 


Walker, 


Matlack, 


no 




IfoiA Omlwa, 




DOxDor,, 






Mr. W. Jones, 


%]'^ 


Ur. MisKeu, 


no 


no 


Hill, 


Harybnd, 






Sena OtroHiM, 




Mr. Euison, 


no 


• 


Mr.Kinloch, 
Motto, 


no r 
nol-o 



So it passed in the amative. 

The motion being amended to read, 

The court martial having acquitted the said Doctor W. 
Shippen, Ordered, that he be dischai^ed from arrest, 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, 



New BampMre, 










Mr. Folsom, 


no) 


no 


Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 


Masaachusetta Bay, 






McLeno, 


ay 


Ur. Adams, 


•7 




Matlaok, 


ay 


Lovell, 


ay 


ay 


Ddamlre, 




Ward, 


ay 




Mr. McEean, 


»7 


Rhode Island, 






M»T,to»J, 




Mr. ComeU, 


ay) 


•y 




ay 


Connecticvi, 






Vvrgima, 




Mr. Huntmgton, 


ay 




Mr. J. Jonss, 


ay 


Sherman, 


ay 


"y 


Walker, 


ay 


B. Himtiogton, 


ay 








New Yori, 






Mr. W. Jones, 


no 


Mr. Scott, 


ay 
ay J 




Hill, 


no 


Livingston, 


V 


SoaA Oiroiiiw, 




Ntto Jersey, 






Mr.Kinlocli, 


ay 


Mr. FeU, 


no 




Motto, 


ay 


Houston, 


no 


no 






Cl«rk, 


no 









So it was resolved in the aflSrmative. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War was read: * 

' This letter u in the Papen of tk Omtmcntal Oongrtu, No. 14S, I, Mio ITS. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 1780 

A letter, of 18, from Doctor B. T^lliams was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
A letter, of this day, from R. Peters was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of tJiree: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Robert 
R.] Livingston and Mr. [John Morin] Scott. 

OrdtrKt, That M' Peters be informed that Congress is ci opinion 
his presoice at this time at the Board of War is of cansiderable im- 
portance, and that he ought to continue his service at that board; 
in a way which it is in his power to do consistent with the laira of his 
State in consequence of which he is now called out on Military Serv- 
ice; But that Congress nerertiudess leave it to hia own option how 
to act in the present case.' 

A letter of this day, from Colonel T. Pickering, Q. M. Q., 
was read: Whereupon," 

Resolved, That Major General Greene, late quarter master 
general, be and hereby is directed to furnish Colonel Pickering, 
quarter master general, with retiuns of all buildings, vessels 
and craft, horses, wagons, stores and arUclea, of what kind 
soever, in possession or imder the direction of any officers or 
persons employed under him in his late department, and 
which are occupied on account of or beloi^ to the United 
States; and also with full information in writing of all public 
contracts and purchases by them made, of which the terms 
have not been fully executed, or the services or articles con- 
tracted for or purchased have not been completely rendered 
or delivered: 

■ This motion, in the writing ol Abnhun OUrk, ia in the Faptn of Iht Ounluieniat 
Oongrtu, No. 36, I, fc^o 87. It is ind(«sed by Thomaon: "Hi. Olaik'e motion, 
■econded by U' Henry August 19, 1780." 

'Tbia tetter is in TbPopcriq^tte CtmtiaenUd Omgnu, No. 192, folio %. 
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That io the mean tiiae he direct all officers and others 
employed under him, on the demand of any deputy or store- 
keeper appointed under the new plan for regulating the 
quarter master general's department, to deliver to such 
deputy or store-keeper, on their producing their appoint- 
ments respectively, and the orders of the quarter master 
general to receive them, all the articles before enumerated, 
and any others in their possession or under their direction, 
which are occupied on account of or belong to the United 
States, together with the written evidences of the contracts 
and pinrchases foresaid which yet remain unexecuted. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was re-committed their 
report on the letter of 15 from Governor Rutledge, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury fumi^ Governor 
Rutledge, of South Carolina, with bills of exchange #^ 
TfaomflQ Bmith, Contin e B t^ fc on a Offi e o g f or tho Btato of 
PonnaylTftnift drawn on the Honorable Benjannn Franklin, 
minister plenipotentiary from the United States at the Court 
of Versailles, at sixty days sight, to the amount of two thou- 
sand dollars, to be charged in specie to the said state of South 
Carolina.' 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty be and hereby 
ftro directed, to order the Saratoga to sail immediately 
and to obey such orders, and take charge of such des- 
patches, as th^ may receive from the committee of 
conference wit^ the Minister of France.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of Admiralty, was 
read:' 

■Thu i«p(rt is in Oib Pajxn of Ou OontinaHal Om^nu, No. 196, IV, folio 529. It 
wu aiao entwed in the numuacript Secret (Domeetic) Journal. 

■ This reaalve wu entered only in the manuKript Secret (Oomeotlc) Journal. 

■ Thia letter is in th« i^ijMn (/ (Ae Omtitiental Cim^nH, No. 37, folio 296. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY. AUGUST ai, 1780 

A letter, of 30 May, from honorable J. Jay was read.* 
One, of June 4, from J. Gardoqui & Sons; and 
One, of 23 May, from honorable J. Adams, were read." 
A letter, of 31 July, from J. Bradford was read : 
Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the purchase 
of bills for Captfun Duarti, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury draw on Mr. John 
Bradford, continental agent for prizes in the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, for two millions of dollars. 

A letter from S. Southwick, d[eputy] c[ommiflsary] g[eneral] 
of I[ssues] was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell, Mr. [James] 
McLene and Mr. B[enjamin] Huntington. 
A n^morial of Mordecai Sheftall was read: * 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The mraubers chosen, Mr. [George] Walton, Mr. [Nathan- 
iel] Folsom and Mr. [James] McLene. 

A letter, of 16, from J[ohn] Mathews, in behalf of the 
conmiittee at headquarters, with sundry papers enclosed, 
was read.' 

■ This letter is printed in the Diplbmalje Corrapondetux of Oie Ameriean RnotuHoa 
(Wltuioo), ni, 742. 

*Thia tetter ia printed in the iMpIomatie Corrttpondenee of the Ameriam Betolutitm 
(Wbuton), ni, 698. 

*Biadfotd'BletteiisinthePaperto/tA< CorUiiimUdCotigreti,No.n, III, folio 617; 
that of Southwick, cUtad August 6, ia in No. 78, XX, fcdio 533. 

'Thiamemorial, dated Aoguat 21, 1780, ia ia the Papen of the Continental Oongrat, 
No. 78, XX, toiio S29. 

*Thi« letter is in the Papenofthe Continmlal Can^nM.^o. S», I, folio 220; itwu 
tnuucribed in Committee Book, 1760, IRrDceedings of the Comnuttee Appointed the 
13th Apri], 1780, foUo 47. 
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A letter, of 5, from the president and supreme executive 
council of the State of PeDsylvaiua, was read, stating the 
proceedings of the s^d State, pursuant to the resolutions of 
Congress, agreeably to the recommendations of 17 and 23 
June last.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Board of Treasuiy Beg leave (o represent, to Congress 

That in their ordinance of the 30? July 1779 for establishing a 
Board of Treasuiy — there stands expressed 

" That apartments be provided for the accommodation of the sev- 
eral officers of the Treasuiy, in tiie CStj or place where Coi^ress shall 
hold their Sessions" It becomes the duty of the Board to inform 
Congress, that there are no apartments provided, nor have the Com- 
missioners of the Treasury determined they have power to make such 
provision. 

The Board have had notice to leave their present apartments in 
about four weeks from this date, whereupon they b^ leave to submit 
the following Besolution 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be empow^<ed to 
rent apartments for the accommodation of the Treasury, 
and pay for the same in specie, or current money equivalent.* 

Ord&red, That so much of the report as relates to the letter, 
of 14, from Major General McDougal, which was referred to 
them, be referred together with the said letter to the Board 
of War. 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of Lieutenant Beaulieu, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

The medical committee, to whom was referred the lettw and 
account of Lieu' BeauUeu of the late Coimt Pula^'s corps beg leave 
to report, 

Hiat upon examination it appears the sud L*. Beaulieu was 
wounded in a skirmish at Monks Comer in South Carolina and made 
a prisoner of War by the enen^, but afterwards admitted on parole, 

' This letter u in the Papen of the Omtuimtol Congreu, No. 69, II, ftdio 268. 
"Diis report is in the Popcn q/' tA« Continmlal Congntt,Vo. IM, IT, folio 626. 
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lliat about that time he employed a Smf;eon in the service of His 
Most Christian Majesty mider whose care he so far recovered that 
he was enabled to travel to this city, the Surgeon attending him 
hither. 

That some time after his arrival hero he was informed that he 
ought to put himself under the care of one of the Surgeons of the 
nulitaiy hospitals in the service of the U. States which he accordingly 
did, until his recovety, and now exhibits the enclosed account. 

Lieu! Beaulieu informs your Committee, that notwithstanding his 
utmost endeavours he could not get a Surgeon in the service of the U. 
States to take care of him, until he arrived at this place. What part 
of his travelling ezpences ought to be paid, the Committee cannot 
think themselves proper Judges, but as he exhibits a receipt from 
the French Surgeon for the siun 4840 doll! they are of opinion it 
ought to be paid, they therefore submit the following Resolutions, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Lieutenant Beaulieu, for the sum of four thousand eight 
hundred and forty dollars, to defray his Kspences for the 
Bu^eon under whose care he was for some time. 

Ordered, That such part of his account as relates to 
travelling expences be referred to the Board of War.' 

On motion of the delegates for New York, 

Resolved, That Abraham Yates, jun. commisuoner of the 
Gontinentfd loan office for the state of New York, or the 
oommisaoner of the said loan office for the time being, he 
and hereby is appointed commissioner, on the part of the 
United States, to endorse the bills of credit to be issued by 
the State of New York, in pursuance of the resolutions of 
Congress of the 18 day of March last; and that in case of 
the disability of the said Abraham Yates, jun. or the com- 
missioner of the said loan office for the time being, Abraham 
Q. Landng be appointed to endorse the said bills. 

■ This report, in the writing erf Frederick A. Hublenbeig, la in the Papert 0/ lit* 
CbnftMiilalCbfvreM,Iio.U,I,foUo267. Itfaindaind:"pMwd:irfenedtotbeBowd 
otWar." 
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Congress took into confflderation the report of the com- 
mittee on an extract of W. Denning's letter of July 10; and 
after debate, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

Tlie committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 18th, 
from Governor Rutledge, brought in a report, which was 
read and taken into consideration; and after debate, a 
motion was made by Ur. [Nathamel] Folsom^ seconded by 
Mr. B[enjamin] Huntington, 

The Committee to whom OotT RuUedges letter of the 18? tostuit 
was referred having considered ihe first part thereof b^ le&Te to 
Report the following Resolution 

That QotT Rutledge be furnished with Bills of exchange, to be 
drawn on hie EaoelloHoy John J a y) E a q^ Ministey PlenipotoDtaajy -at 
fee Court of M a dri d the Honorable Heiu7 Laurens Esqr for forty 
three thousand Dollars, in specie on the account and credit of the 
State of South Carolina, to be raised in specie or other currou^ 
equivalent, and for which the said State is to be accountable. 

Tha Committee desire leave to git again.* 

That the farther consideration thereof be postponed. On 



which, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] 


Bee, 








JVfflff Eampahire, 




New Jersey, 




Mr. Fobom, 


«7)»y 


Mr. FeU, 


ay)* 






Pennsylvama, 




Mr. LoTsU, 


"^l — 


Mr. Armstrong, 


ay 


W.rd, 


•yl'y 


McLene, 


ay ay 


Shade Idat^, 




MuMsnbeig, 


ay 


Mr. Comoll, 


ay(»y 


DetimxiTe, 




Omneaiaa, 




Mr.McEean, 


ay) ay 




:^}- 


Jfen/ioni, 




B. Huntington, 


Mr. Hanson, 


SI- 


Neu> Yori, 




Hmry, 


Mr. liTingston, 


•y) 'y 







* Thia report, in the writing ot Thomu Bee, la in the Paper* of Sm OanlHunJal 
Ckmgrtu, No. 20, II, folio 3SG. It u indoned by Thonuon: " Read Angost 21, 1780; 
pootpooed by yeaaukd nays; naeieH; Angnot 24, 1781, not to be Kted on." 
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Qeorgia, 

Mr. Walton, ajl 

Telfair, ay I ay 

Few, ay J 



yirgvMa, 

Mr. Walker, ay } sy 
NotQ^ Carolina, 

Mr. W. Jones, ay i 

HiU, ay)*y 
8oviK CanMna, 

Mr. Bee, no 1 

Einloch, no \ no 

Motte, no ] 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The Board of War, in compliance with the resolution, of 
the 7th, brou^t in a report, which was read : 

At a Boabd of Was Aa^vM 1^ 1780 

Present Mr Peten, Col. Grayson. 

In compliance with the resolve of the 7? instant the Boafd beg 
leave to represent to Congress, That there were captured at Oiarlea 
town, 245 officers and 2,326 non com<' officeis and privates, and that 
there are in New York and on Long Island 270 officeis and 450 non 
com' officers and privates. In the whole there are now in captivity 
according to the best information that can be procored SIS officers 
and 2776 non com** officers and privates. 

It is to be presumed that the act of Congress of the21f of Aprillast, 
intended forthebenefitof the officers confined at KewYork and on Long 
Island, will put them in a situation to require no greater provision than 
is necessary to be made for those lately captured. Upon this principle 
the board have made the following calculation, for the supplies neces- 
sary for the subsistence of all the prisoners for three months, to com- 
mence from the 12*^ of June, the day of iba fall of Charles Town. 
For the weekly board of 515 officeis for 3 months at 

15/ p* week 5 021 6 

For an advance to each officer to procure clothing 

and other necessaries, of £35 18 025 

For a suit of clothes for eveiy non com" officer and 

private 2,776 @ £10 27 760 

For the Hospital stores, and contingent expences 

for the sick at N Y. and on L. 1 1 000 

Fordoat Charlestown 3 500 

£55 306 5 
MOTO-lft— 48 -»===. 
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It IB not improbable that the prisonera of Qen' Lincolns army have 
dimiiUBhed very considerablj since their capture, but to what amount, 
the Board cannot judge, neither can tbey ascertain the numbers 
c^tivated in other places within the Southern States, since the 
faU of CharleB town. They therefore leave it to the better informa- 
tion of Congress to determine, whether any deduction ought to be 
made on that account, from the foregoing estimate. 

Congress have been pleased to direct the Board to report ways and 
means for raising these suppUes, a busineas they find themselves 
totally inadequate to, not being acquainted with the pubhc resources, 
and therefore beg leave to recommend that it be referred to the 
Treasury Board. 

With respect to the short rations, the Board beg leave to report, 

That, the resident Conuniasarys of prisoneis in New York and at 
(diaries Town, transmit to the Commander in Chief, and the Com- 
manding o£Scer of the Southern Army, respectively, monthly returns 
of all prisoners of war under their change, and that provisions be sent 
in, under the orders of the Commander in Chief for those at New 
York, and of tiie Commanding officer of the Southern Army for those 
at Charles Town, from time to time, in sufficient quantities to make 
up the deficiency of one third of a ration a day, to each non com" 
officer and private in captivity at those places.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy to 
report. 

The Committee for Foreign AfFuxs laid before Congress 
an extract from the letter, of 26 May, from the honorable 
J. Jay, and on motion of tJie said committee: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. J[o8eph] Jones, Hr. [Geo^e] 
Walton and Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 7th, 
from Mr. Lotbiniere, and the committee, to whom was re- 
committed the report on the letter from W. Denning, 
delivered in their respective reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

* lliii report u in the Papen qf the OantmerUal Cangra*, No. 148, 1, folio 274. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 33, 1780 

A letter, of 21 Jiily, from Thomas Burke was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee, to whom 
was referred the report on the letter from Governor Trum- 
bull.' 

A letter from Doctor W. Shippen, director general, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Fred- 
erick A.} Muhlenbei^ and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A memorial of J. Holker was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [John] 
Henry and Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston. 

A memorial of Major Christian Holmer was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The delegates for the State of Virginia laid before Congress 
instructions from their constituents, which were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
the extract of Mr. Jay's letter, of 26 May. 

The delegates for Virginia laid before Congress fartiier in- 
structions, which were read : • 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed to superintend the printing the Journal- 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

■ This lettw fain the PoptrtQ/'tAcCWimentQiCimfreM, No. 78, III, folio 613. 
'AmargiiudnoteMyB: "See 13 July." 

*Thismemori&I, dated August 22, 1780, is in^^ Paptn t^f ihe Contuuntal Congnu, 
No. 41, IV, folio 127. 

^ThiBmemoml, dated August 22, 1780, ia in the Papcnq^OeCmltfwnbil Congnu, 
No. 41. IV. folio 136. 

■ This instruction, dated July 13, 1760, is in the Paperi of tkt OoiUmmtal Congrtm, 
No. 71, 1, folio 991. 
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Ordered, That on the application of Charles Fettit, assist- 
ant quarter master general, approved by the Board of War, 
a warrant issue on the treasurer in his favour, on account of 
Major General Greene, late Q. M. G. for eight thousand dol- 
lars, for the purpose of paying for a horse furnished Major 
Galvan, in consequence of tJie orders of General Washington ; 
and for which the said Major General Greene, late Q. M. G. 
is to be accountable.' 

Congress took into conmderation the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was re-committed the report on the extract 
from the letter from W. Denning, and thereupon came to 
the following resolution: 

Whereas it is of the utmost importance effectually to pre- 
vent the destruction, waste, embezzlement and misapplica- 
tion of the public stores and provisions, upon which the 
^dstence of the armies of these United States may depends 
and no adequate provision hath been made for the just 
pimishment of delinquents in the departments of the quarter 
master general, commissary general of purchases, commis- 
sary geno^ of issues, cloathier general, commissary general 
of military stores, Difootop - G katopal purveyor of the hospi- 
tfUs, and hide department; therefore, 

Resolved, That every person in any of the aaid depart- 
ments, intrusted with the care of provisions, or military or 
hospital stores, or other property of these United States, 
who shall be convicted, at a genei^ court martial, of having 
sold, without a proper order for that purpose, embezzled, or 
wilfully misapplied, damaged or spoiled, any of the provi- 
sions, horses, forage, arms, cloathing, ammunition, or other 
military or hospital stores, or property belonging to the 
United States of America, shall suffer death, or such other 
pimishment as shall be directed by a general court martial, 

■ niifl report Ii in tb« Paptn t^ the Ccmtmental Ctyngrtu, No. 136, IV, folio 466. 
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according to the nature and degree of the offence, at the 
discretion of such court; [and every person in any of the 
said departments, intrusted as aforesaid, who shall be con- 
victed at a general court martial of having, through n^lect, 
suffered any of the articles aforesaid to be wasted, spoiled 
or danu^ed, shall suffer such punishment as the said court 
shall, in their discretion, direct, according to the degree 
of the offence.]' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter from Mr. Lotbiniere; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury make such an adjust- 
ment of the account of the Rev. Louis Lotbiniere, as that he 
may receive the full benefit of the stipulation made to him 
by General Arnold, on the 26th of Januaiy, 1776, and con- 
firmed by Congress on the 10th of August following.' 

The committee on salaries brought in a report, which was 
read. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 12, from Colonel Hckering, Q. M. G. dehvered in a report, 
which was read : 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be assigned for 
to morrow. 

A memorial of Redmond Btarke waa read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The conmiittee, to whom was re-committed part of their 
report on the memorial from the general officers, brought 
in a report. 

■ This report, in the writing ol Timothy KUtlack, except the portion in bncbita, 
whictiiBin the wtiting of Samuel Huntington, is in the Papena/the ContinerUal Cb;i- 
gnu. No. 19, II, folio 67. The indcraements show that it was read July 21 and 
ordered for coiuidentti<ai for July 25. On August 21 it wm re-ccHmnitted and brou^t 
in the same day. 

* This report, in the writing of Jamee Lovell, ii in the Paptn o/lht CoTttifitntat Con- 
gnu, No. 19, III, 613. 

*Tbia memorial, undated, ia in the Paper* q^ tA< Cimtinental Congrut, No. 41, 1, 
folio 107. 
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Ordered, That the consideration thereof be aasigned for 
tomorrow. 

A motion was made by ISi. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by 
Mr. J^oseph] Jones, respecting the fine of expresses estab- 
lished by Governor Jefferson. 

Be$<^iwd, That the line of expr ooaoo established by QoTf Jefferson 
and approTed bj Congresa on the 29? June last for communicating 
intelligence between the Southem and Northern Armies, be kept 
constantly employed. That the Board ofWar take order forcarrying 
thia measure into exeoution and forthwith inform Got* Jefferson 
thereof and endeavoor with his asai stance and advice so to ammge 
and fix the acTeral stages and rideis for the Southem Departznezit 
as that advices may be communicated from other the Southem 
Army to Congresa ae quiohly aa po flH iblo and not to oioood onoo in 
evoFy ton d a y s a t f a rthe s t and back again without delay, and that the 
Board take the necessary measures for intelligence with respect to 
the Northern Aimy.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office. 

Sundry resolutions being moved by Mr. [Robert R.J 
Livii^ston, seconded by Mr. [Nathaniel] Fdsom, 

Whereas it is necessary in order to provide for the discharge of 
such foreign debts as the United States have already contracted 
and to enable them to procure such farther credit as the public 
exigencies may require to have certain stated funds assigned for 
these purposes. 

Beaolved, That it be recommended to the Legislatures of each of 
the United States to impose a tax upon all exports equivalent to 
two and one half pr cent for the said purpose, and to provide such 
means for the collection thereof as will be least liable to fraud, 
vesting the appointment of the oflScers employed therun in the 
Congress. 

Seaolved, That such duties be paid in specie or in kind and applied 
Bolely to the payment of the principal and interest of such debts as 
have been and may hereafter be contracted by the United States 
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Trith their Most ChiiBtia& and Catholic Majesties or their subjeots, 1^ 
feoUc a to Afitft te e and cease when the same shall be fully discharged. 

Betohed, That it be further recommended to the Legislatures of the 
respective States to impose a duty of ire 2 y^ per cent on all vessels and 
cargoes captured from the Enemy and brought into any of the United 
States, the money arising from such duty in captures to be paid into 
the hands of the Board of Admiralty and applied to the equipment 
of ships of war, and the maintenance of the Navy of the United States, 
and to no othra use whatsoever. 

Resolved, That a Com: be chosen to form and report the draft of 
a bill for these purposes, that the same may be sent to the Legiala^ 
tures for their concurrence, and one general system be imiformly 
adopted. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective States to repeal 
all embargoes and other restrictions upon the trade intoFP a l aad 
foFoign of the Country except s o f ar as to those which prevent all 
commercial intercourse with enemies of the United States or of their 
allies.' 

Ordered, That the saooe be referred to the committee 
appointed to prepare an estimate, &c. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Robert R.] Livii^ston be added to 
that committee.' 

The delegates for Massachusetts Bay laid before Congress 
an extract of a letter to them from the council of the said 
State, and on motion by them. 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [James] 
McLene, and Mr. [John] Henry. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 33, 1780 

A letter, of 20, from Mr. R. Izard. 

One, of 19, from J[ohn] Mathews, in behalf of the com- 
mittee at headquarto^, encIoEung copy of a letter, of 17th, 

>Tbii motion, in Uie wiiUng of Robot B. Uvingston, u in tbe Paptrs qfiKt Oat^ 
tmmtal Congrtu, No. 34, 1, folio 89. 
*L in«gin»l Bots my* "8«e 11*?*." 
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&om General Washiogtoa, and of a circular letter from 
committee to the states, dated 19, were read. 

A letter, of 2d, from 3. Ely was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 25, and one, of 26 July, from John Maugnall, 
were read:* 

Ordered, That th^ be referred to the Committee of f or- 
dgn Affairs. 

A petition from the justices and field officers of the county 
Northampton, in the State of Vuginia, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition from sundry inhabitants of Kentucke was read.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of Treasury on the letter from Colonel Pickering, Q. M. G., and 
thereupon came to the following resolutions: 

TaaAflDBT Offics, Atij' ftT* 1780 
On that part of Timothy Pickering's letter of the 15? instant 
referred by Congress which relates to Certificates, 
The Board b^ leave to report, 

That the power of ieauing Cotificatee by the Qaaiter Master 
General, or any other department may be productive of evil, but 
may also, under our pressing necessitifls have a happy tendency by 
answering the purposes of money, and if properly regulated, the 
disadvantages apprehended in a great measure guarded against. 
Wherefore the Board submit the following Resolution, 
Th afr' TimotJiiy Piohoring Qu a rter Ma a tor GonM i J bo a uthoriBod ' to 
is s ue eortificatc fl fop -a ll e eFvieo a pgrfowaod^ o f a rtieloa puroho eed-a 
bi & dqwHtewat t- m>d(» - dio-folk)wk>g -B c y d at ion 9- a ad-FC B teio t iopfl to 



>HftthewB'a letter ia in the Paptn oJAt CcnUatraai Cmgrm, No. 39, 1, folk>227; 
it WM traiucribed in Committee Book, 1780, FroceedingH of the Gommittee appointed 
the 13^ April, 1780, folio 47; Ely's letter ia in No. 78, VIII, folb 351^ that of Izard in 
No. 78, XIII, folio 17G; that of Mangnall dated July 16 (26 being an error), ia in 
No. 78, ZVI, folio 61; MangnaU 'a letter of July 15 (25 being an error} ia on folio 65. 

* Thia petition, dated August 8, 1780, ia in the Paptn of the Cimtintrdal Congnm, 
No. 42, VI, folio 39. 

* Thia pMiticm is in the Paper* D/th« Co^veniat Congrtm, No. 48, folio 247. 
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Resolved, That no certificates issued in the quarter maater's 
and conunissary's departments after the 15th day of Septem- 
ber next, a£Fonl any claim upon the United States, unless 
issued under the foUowing regulations: 

Ist. That they be for services performed or articles pur- 
chased within their respective departments. 

2dly. The quarter master general and commissary general 
shall themselves sign all such certificates as are issued in 
their respective departments. 

3dly. All such certificates shall be given for specie, or 
other current money equivalent. 

4thly. All contracts or purchases made, for which certifi- 
cates shall be given, shall be made for specie value. 

5thly, The articles so purchased shfUl be enumerated in 
such certificates, with the rates and prices thereof; and the 
prices shall be reasonable when the present circumstances of 
our affairs are compared with the cost of articles of like 
quality, or services performed, in the year 1775, or when 
compared with the allowance by Congress to the United 
States, and in noothop onoQalmli thoquftpfcof ma e t e r a lmye- 
Boid hftvo powof to iaauo e ortifiofttoo as expressed in their 
resolution of the 25th of February last.' 

Resolved, That certificates issued under and agreeably to 
the foregoing regulations, shall bear an inta%st of six per 
cent, per anntun, from the time stipulated for payment, 
until paid. 

Resolved, That the quarter master general and commissary 
general be, and hereby are strictly enjoined to make monthly 
returns of their purchases and proceedings to the Board of 
War, and make monthly returns, to wit, on the last day of 
every month, to the Board of Treasury, of all certificates so 
issued as aforesaid ftnd -t ba fe the qwoa ' top moatof gonoml 

■ In the report the date ia given October 18th last; but Februuy 25 is correct. 
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a nd eommiooniy g onofol hnTo tho power fdoro B tad vtn^ 
tbo fttfthof ' ordar e f (jo Bg ro ae.' 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded by Mr. 
[Robert R.] Livingston, 

Resolved, That a comniittee of three be appointed to asceav 
tain and declare the privU^es of members of Congress iintil 
the confedra^tion shall be ratified by all the states in the 
Union. 

The members chosen, Hr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Robert 
R.] Livingston and Mr. [John] Henry. 

A letter, of this day, from Governor Rutledge was read.' 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of War, delivered in a report;' Whereupon, 

TrbajSDBT Office, Atigugt £S, 1780. 

On the Report from the Bo&rd of War of the 21? matant referred 
byCongresa; 

The Board beg leave to Report, 

That in consequence of a Resolution of Congress of the 21? April 
last. Bills of Exchange on the Hon'ble John Jay Esq^ to the amount 
of seventy one thousand three hundred and forty dollars, specie, 
were reserved for the use of the Prisoners of War of the United States, 
and that the same bills remain unappropriated. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be and hereby aie 
empowered to direct Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office, for the State of Pensylvania, to sell, 
under their direction, for specie, the bills ordered to be 
drawn on the hon. J. Jay, which were reserved for the use of 
the prisoners of war of the United States, fimounting to 
seventy one thousand three hundred and fifty [forty] dollars, 
specie: 

That one half of the specie aforesaid b^ applied, under the 
direction of the Board of War, for the purpose of supplying 

> This leport ie in the Papert of tfie CoTttinental Confr€u, No. 130, IV, folio 531. 
) This letter u in the Papen qf the ConHnental Congrtu, No. 72, Mio 630. 
*Aiiuugii>«lnoteM]«: "8eeAuguat7, 21," 
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tbe prisoners of war in the States of South Carolina and 
Geoi^: 

That the other half of the specie aforesaid, be forwarded, 
under the direction of the Board of War, to the oommnndrn g 
of&oop O ' f-th fr' S otttbowi Dep tfc rtmont to bo by him fo> 
wardod to tho CommioflorioB of Priao a o w m (Jhathia Town 
commissary of prisoners, in the middle department, for the 
supply of the prisoners at New York: 

That the Board of Treasury be and hereby are empowered 
to prepare bills of exchange, to be drawn on the hon. Ben- 
jamin Franklin, minister plenipotentiary at the Coiu^ of 
Versailles, at ninety days sight, to the amount of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, specie; the amount of the 
estimate from the Board of War. That so much thereof aa 
will compleat the estimate of the Board of War, be sold for 
specie, and forwarded to the commissaries of prisoners in 
the middle and southern departments, under the same rega- 
lations, and for the same purposes as aforesaid; the residue 
of the 150,000 dollars, to replace the 71,340 dollars afore- 
said, be reserved for the special direction of Congress.* 

The committee on the letter from Sol : Southwick, and the 
committee on the letter, of 18, from Gov^nor Rutledge, 
delivered in their respective reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 34, 1780 

A petition from a munber of the inhabitants of i^ntucke 
was read: on which' 

A motion was made by the delegates of Vir^^nia, that this 
petition, together with that read yesterday, from a ntunber 

' Tteoe resolutions were also entered in the nunnacript Secret (Domestic) Journal. 
The report is in the PapeT$ of tite QmUrienlat Congnu, No. 136, IV, folio 535. 

*This petition, dated Hay 16, 1780, is in the Papert qftJu Contmtntal Oongnm, No. 
48, folio 237. 
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of tJie inhabitants of the said country, be transmitted to the 

governor of Virginia; which on the question, passed in the 

n^ative. 
A letter from the Board of Admiralty was read.^ 
The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorifJ 

of Major Christ: Hohner, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Was, Aug'. XS*. 1780 

Fiesent M^ Peteis Col. Grayson 

The boud having considered the memorial of Major Ouist. Hohner, 
praying that a sum in specie, or an equivalent in cnrrent money may 
be advanced him on account of tlie depreciation of his pay; are of 
opinion that there is nothing singular in the case of Major Holmer 
to entitle him to the particular attention of Congress, and that a 
compliance with his request would subject Congress to embarrassing 
demands from all their OfficeiB, 

They therefore beg leave to report, 

Resolved, That it is not at this time expedient to comply 
with the prayer of the memorial.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of 
3, from Baron Steuben, with the plan for conducting the 
inspector's office, dehvered in a report, which was read. 

At a Boabd of Was. Aa^. £Sf 1780 
Present M^ Peters, Col. Grayson 

The Board having considered the letter of the S** inst. from Baron 
Steubrai together with his proposed plan for the establishment of 
the department of the Inspectorship, beg leave to recommend the 
following 

In Congress 

Establishment of the department of the Inspectorship. 

Whereas the institution of this department hath been found pro- 
ductive of great utihty to the armies of the United States, and ezpe- 

> This letter, dated August 24, u in the Paptn of the Cbntmenlol Congret*, No. 37, 
foUo299. 
■ThiaiqMWtliinthePoptrtq^tb Cmtineiital Contrat, So. 147, IV, ftdioBOS. 
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rieace hatb shewn that it m&y be rendered stiU more uaeful 1^ an 
extension of its povets and objects 

Therefore Resolved 

That the fonner establishment by a resolution of the 18 of Feb- 
ruary 1779 be repealed, and that the department hereafter have the 
following fonn, powers and privileges. 

There shall be an Inspector General to the armies of the United 
States with the rank of Major Oeneral, who, in all future appoint- 
ments shall be taken from the line of Major Oenerals. 

There shall be an Assistant Inspector General, who shall be the 
Adjutant General of the Main Anny for the time being. 

There shall be an Inspector to each division of the Aimy, one 
to the Corps of Cavalry, one to the Corps of Artillery, (one to the 
independent Corps, Garrisons and to the mihtia in service with the 
continental army) to be taken when circumstances will permit, from 
the line of Colonels and Lieutenant Colonels. 

There shall be a Sub Inspector to each Brigade, who when cir- 
cumstances will permit, shaU be a Major in the Brigade, besides 
which there shall be one to the Cavalry, another to the Artilleiy, 
and another to the independent Corps, garrisons and Mihtia con- 
nected with the Main Army — and if thought necessary by the 
Inspector Oeneral, approved by Congress, the Board of War, Com- 
mander in Chief or Commander of a separate Army, one of each of 
these to every sepwte Army. 

It shall be the duty of the Inspector General to frame & System 
of Kegulationa for the exercise and discipline of the Troops, in the 
manual evolutions and maneuvres, for the Service of Gtiards and 
detachments, and for all Camp and Garrison duty, and to super- 
intend the execution of these Regulations, throughout the Army, as 
well in the Corps of Cavalry and Artillery, as in that of Infantry, 
except that he is not to interfere with the interior arrangement of 
the Artillery, — in what is peculiar to it as a distinct Corps; but only 
in those general rules of duty and discipline, an uniformity in which 
is necessary to be observed throughout the Army. 

The Assistant Inspector General shall assist in the general duties 
of the department, according to the orders he shall receive from 
the Inspector General, and in hia absence shall have the chief direc- 
tion of the same. He shall nevertheless continue to have the sole 
Charge of regulating the details of the Army, of collecting and digesb- 
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ing the returns, of issuing the general Orders, and shall perform aH tiie 
other duties incident to his office of Adjutant General, as heretofore. 

Tbe Inspectors shall superintend the execution of the r^ulations 
established for the Army in their respective divisioDs, at all times 
performing the duties of Adjutant Q^ral to the same, and when 
a detachment of more than one division is sent from the Army, the 
Inspector oldest in of&ce shall act as Adjutant General to the detadi- 
ment — as shall also be the case in a separate Army. They shall 
receive their Instructions relative to the department from the Inspec- 
tor General and Assistant Inspector General. 

The Sub Inspectors shall keep rosters of the Battalions of their 
Brigades, regulate the details, take care of the formation and marc^ 
of all Guu*ds, detachments &c, receive the general and division orders, 
communicate them to the Commandants of Brigades and Regiments, 
and tiuroug^ the Adjutants, &c, all the officers; and in general inspect 
the police of the Camp, the discipline of the Troops, and the order of 
the service within the Brigade. They are to receive their orders 
relative to the department from the Inspector General, Assistant 
Inspector General and Inspector of the divisioD or detadmient to 
whidi they belong. 

Agreeable to a resolution of Congress of the 12"* of January last 
for unnaTing the mustering department to that of the Inspector- 
ship, the Inspector General and his Assistants shall review and mus- 
ter the Troops and Militia in service, at such times and in such 
manner as shall be hereafter specified, at which reviews he or tiiey 
shall inspect the number and condition of the men, their disdplioB 
and exercise, the state of their Arms, accoutrements and camp Equi- 
pages, the rations they have drawn since the last review, rejecting such 
recruits as are unfit for the service, disdiarging or transferring to the 
invalid Corps such as by dlsabilitiescontracted in the Service, have 
become unfit for it, noting aU alterations which have happened since 
the last review or muster, and as far as possible in what manner, 
reporting them with the deficiencies, neglects and abuses to the Com- 
mander in Chief or Commanding Officer of a detachment and to the 
Board of War. 

There shall be a review or muster once every month, and at every 
muster three rolls shall be made out by the Conmianding Officer of 
each Troop or Con^ai^, awom to and signed by him, in the manner 
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hereafter directed, one of which rolls shall be returned to him certified 
by the mustering officer (one shall be retained hj the mustering 
officer) and the other shall be delivered certified by him also to the 
Regimental Fay Master to be affixed to the Pay Rolls. 

Each Brigade shall be mustered by its Sub Inspector under the 
Buperintendency of the Inspector of the division who shall also be 
responsible for the exactness and fidelity of the muateis. 

The Sub Inspectors shall deliver an abstract of the Brigade muateis 
regimentally digested to the Inspector of the division who shall 
dig^t them into division abstracte, in the same form, and transmit 
them to the Inspector General. 

All detached Corps and Militia in service shall be mustered in 
the same forms, by the officers heretofore appointed for these pur- 
poses, according to the directions of the Inspector General, to whom 
they shall transmit their abstracts. 

The Inspector to a seperate Army, shall receive all the abstracts 
of that Army, deliver one copy to the ConunandingOfficerof the Army, 
and transmit another to the Inspector GeneraL 

The Inspector General shall transmit once every month, a copy 
of the abstracts of the mustera of the whole Army, to the Commander 
in Chief, and another to the Board of War. 

No commanding officer of a lU^iment shall solely muster tiu 
regiment he commands, but another shall be appointed to do the duly, 
by the Inspector General, in such manner as not to interfere with the 
regularity of the abstracts here required. 

The oldest Inspector, in a separate Army, shall exercise the 
same duties in that Army, respecting the musters, as the Inspector 
General in the whole Aimy according to the Instructions he receives 
from him, and the ordeiB of the commanding officer of such separate 
Army. 

All the muster rolls or inspection returns shall be made out 
agreeable to the forma the Inspector General shall from time to time 
prescribe. 

The Commissary of Issues shall be obliged to defiver monthly, 
to the Inspector General, an abstract by Brigades of the rations 
actually Issued, and an abstract of the rations issued to the independ- 
ent and other distinct Corps, and to the Garrisons. All muster Rolls 
directed to be taken shall be sworn to before the Inspector and Sub 
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Inspector who is hereby empowered to administer the oath, and a 
Certificate thereof shall be given on the back of each muster Boll, the 
oath and Certificate to be in the words following. "I, A. B. do swear 
that the within muster Boll is a true state of the Company without 
fraud to these United States, or to any individual, accordkig to the 
best of my knowledge." A B. 

Sworn to before me this Captain or li Commandant 

day of 17— 

The mustering officers shall be empowered and directed to re- 
quire from the officers whose Troops are mustered, all papers and 
Touchers relative to the inlistment and muster. 

As the duties of the Inspector General will be very Dumeroua, 
laborious and important, he shall be allowed two Aides de Camp, in 
addition to the two he is entitled to as Major General, taken from the 
line in the same manner and on the same terms. 

The Inspectors shall keep accounts with the Officers command* 
ing Begiments of all the Arms and Accoutrements delivered their 
Regiments, and returned in by them, for which purpose no Arms or 
Accoutrements shall be deUvered by the Brigade Conductor, without 
an order from the Inspector of the division, to whom returns for Anns 
and Accoutrements wanted shall be made in the form directed in the 
regulations for the orders and discipline of the Troops of the United 
States. 

All the officers of the InspectoiBhip shall retain their rights of 
command and promotion, in the same manner as if they had nob 
assumed the Office; but as the duties of this department are vety 
extensive and demand great attention, they are to suspend the ezei^ 
cise of their respective Commands, except when they happen to be 
the superior officeiB in the division, brigades or regiments, to which 
they belong, or when they are appointed to execute any particular 
service, by the Commander in Chief or Commanding Officer in a 
separate Army. They are to be exempted from common Camp and 
Garrison duties, to attend more carefully to those of the Inspection, 
and in time of action when not in actual command are to be employed 
to assist in executing the Field Maneuvres directed by the Officers 
commanding the divisions and brigades, to which they are attadied. 

The Inspector General in all that relates to the Inspection shall 
be subject to the Orders of Congress, the Board of War, and the Gom- 
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nunder in Chief only, but the luspectois and Sub Inapectora shall also 
be subject to the officers commanding the diTisions and brigades, to 
T^ch they are attached. 

The Inspector Qeneral, as often as circumstances will permit, shall 
visit every part of the Army, and review the regiments himself, 
to see that uniformity prevail throughout the Armies of the United 
States. 

The Inspector General shall keep Books, in Tdiich the returns 
Ac. passing through hia office shall be registered. He shall be 
charged with collecting into one or more volumes all the resolves of 
Congress and regulations of the Board of War relative to the Army. 

To serve as an Escort in his Journeys and convey his orders, he 
shall be allowed when circumstances will permit, a non commissioned 
officer and four dragoons. 

The travelling and other inddental expences neceBsaiy for the 
execution of the business of the office shall be settled by the auditors 
with the Army upon such principle as shall be established by the 
Commander in Chief, and paid out of the Mihtary Chest. 

In consideration of the various and extensive duties of the office, 
the Assistant Inspector General shall receive four hundred dollars 
p* month, in addition to his pay as Adjutant General, from the first 
day of February last, to the first day of August instant from which 
time he shall receive in the Bills emitted in pursuance of the Act 
of Congress of the 18^ of March last dollars p* month addi- 

tional pay. 

The Inspectors shaU receive from the said first day of Feby. to 
the fiist of August three himdred dollars p* month, and from that 
time in the said new Bills dollars p* month, and the Sub 

Inspectors shall receive from the said first day of Feby. to the said 
first day of August two hundred dollars p' month, and from that time 
in the new Bills dollars p' month, in addition to the pay and 

subsistence to which they are entitled by their respective ranks. 

The (^ Master GeiL> shall fumish all necessary books and papers 
for the Department. 

Hie loE^ctors and Sub Inspectors shall be allowed forage for 
three horses, including those they are entitled to as officers in the 
line. 

10970—10 49 
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Gadi Inspector shall be allowed when the (arcunrntaticca of Uie 
Army will permit a marquee and a common tent, eadi Sub. Inspector 
a horseman's and a common tent. 

All the regulaUons respecting the objects of this department shall 
be finally approved and established by Congress, but the exigency 
of the service requiring it, temporary ones may from time to time 
be introduced by the Inspector Qeneral, with the approbation of 
the Commander in Chief, and transmitted to the Board of War with 
all convenient dispatch — that being examined and reported by them 
to Congress, they may be rejected, altered, amended or confirmed 
88 Congress shall deem proper * 

A letter, of 23, from the Board of War was read, stating the 
necesdty of appointing a commissary general of prisoners, 
and enclosing a letter, of 8, from Abndiam Skinner on the 
subject." 

Congress took into confflderation the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of the general offices, when o 
motion wo e made by Mr. ' Liyingutop, a oeondod b y Mj t 

That m ft fartbog - onooujft g omont to tho offioog e of tho 
cumnyt t md q b a fall oomponoation fo f fee onhftnood - prioe a 
of oommoditiofl, it bo rooommondod to tbo f oepoetiv e 
fl tfttofl not havin g mndo otbof proTiaion, to ostond half 
pfty to thom for life ; - and to tho widows of such a e dio, 
eg s hall dio in t be e orvioO) to - bo - oontimiod -t o-thom doj 
i ng-thoif widowhood ; and in - on e O ' fe o p o shall be -n e 
widow, to tho orphan - Qhild - op - ehiidron of aii e b e fS e o f? 
till ouoh ' ebildy Of if t bow? apo moro- than ono, till tho 
yoiingoat -e hild s hall bo of tho ago of fourtoon - yoaro. — On 
tho qnoation to a g F ee- to - thifl, tho yoao and naya boing 
ifoquijod by Mr. Clflflit 

1 Thii report Ib in tho Papm o/the GmUntntat Oongrm, No. 147, IV, folio 509. See 
August 30 lor its reference to a committee. 
■This letter is im the Papen q/' thi Contiaenldl Congnu, No. 148, t, Idio 179. 
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U a$i aclm » ttt» B a yj 
M>. Lo¥eUt 



N ow To rt, 



Mr. Foil. 



Bel 
Sep* 



P e nn 9i /Jva ni a', 
Mf. AnnfltiPuui^ 

Mr. Hon iT. 



ay}* 



Mf. J. Joac S j 



Mfi K ii >l« wJ»j 



Mf 1 ToliftiFt 



ay 
Be[»e 



8 it paoeo d-H i -t bo nogntiTO. 

Con g FOBo p K>eoo d od in the ooBflid e po r tion - of tho loport y 
Qpd thofoupon, ' 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the Memorial of the General 
officers, upon reconsideration of the same, on the re-commitment of a 
paragraph of their former report, beg leave to submit to Congress the 
following observations and resolutions. 

That when an ann7 was first raised by the four Eastern States, on 
the commencement of hostilities in the Massachusetts B&j, by the 
British forces in April, 1775, the pay and rations of the several officers 
were fixed (as was then supposed) in due proportion to their dif- 
ferent nmkB and expences in the army. 

That in June 1775 when Congress took the army under their direc- 
tion, they made a new appointment of general officetB, and fixed 
their pay as it now stands, leaving the pay of the other officers aa 
fixed by the said States. 

That on the 7"' of October 1776, the pay of the officers of the bat- 
tahons, was augmented fifty per cent; and had the pay of a general 
officer been augmented only at that rate, above what was fixed by 
the Eastern States, it would have been 66 per cent lower than it now is. 

'AmaTBinalnoteMTa: "This rtmck out bfg«DenlconBant,26th.'t 



dbyGOOglC 



772 Journals qf Congress 

Wherefore your Committee are of opinion that the pay and sub- 
sistance of the general officers is as high as that of the other officers 
of the army in proportion to their station — and that the pay and 
subsistence of all the officers, ought to be made as good to them 
during the whole time of their service, as it was on the T? of October 
1776. 

That the seven years half pay granted in May 1778 was in con- 
sideration of the depreciation of the currency and the enhanced 
prices of the necessaries of life. That the amount of the said half pay 
ought to be allowed to the widows and orphan children of auch of the 
ofi&cers as die in the service and that such further provision as may 
be necessary for the comfortable support of such widows and orphans 
as may be in indigent circumstances ought to be made by the respeo- 
tive States to which they belong. 

That it is inexpedient to augment the pay or subeistance of the 
officers at this time; but if the measures taken to introduce a stable 
currency should not prove effectual to reduce the prices of the neces- 
saries of life to what they were in the year 1778, it can be better 
determined hereafter what compensation is equitable to be made 
them. 

Whereupon the Conunittee sabmit the following resolutions: 

Resdved, That the officers of the line of the army, com- 
manding corps, when in camp, be allowed to draw so many 
of the rations of proTisions heretofore flowed them when 
in oamp withheld, as the Commander in Chief, or the com- 
mander of a aeperate army, shall judge necessary; but that 
no provision be issued for back rations not drawn on the 
days they become due: 

That if it shall appear that the subsistance money, allowed 
to officers in heu of the rations withheld, is not equal to the 
cost of the ratioDS, the deficiency shall hereafter be made up 
to them; of if tho monthly p«y that thoy ahoJI boroftffe ef 
ge oeiTo s hall appooj to bo of looo TiJuooompQjod with tho 
priooQ of the noooooarioo of life than thoir poy wao in the 
yoQJ 1776 ft j e a a onftblooompon s ftfeion ohall bo modo thorn 
i » t ho dofioioney. 
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That the resolution of the 15 day of May, 1778, granting 
half-pay for seven years to the officers of the army who 
should continue in the service to the end of the war, be 
extended to the wido^ra of those officers who have died, or 
shall hereafter die in the service ; to commence from the time 
of such officer's death, and continue for the term of seven 
years if tho wido ff ef e ueb - offi e er continue oo long in a ototo 
of widowhood ; or if there be no widow, or in case of her 
death or intermarriage, the said half pay be given to the 
orphan children of the officer dying as aforesaid, if he shall 
have left any ; and that it be recommended to the legislatures 
of the respective states to which such officers belong, to make 
provision for paying the same, on account of the United 
States and to mako pfovioion at tho oaponoo of ouoh S tate 
fop-oontinmn g ti>o Bcano, to oaoh widows j during thoij 
widowhood) whoso indigen t e i g oum B t ft Beo &- moy goquiro 
it, and also to malto s uch - furthor pgovision a s may b e 
noooQQflFy - for orphan obildfon inttko oigoumotoneoo, p g o - 
¥ id e d a uoh Btato6 - ita i¥ -« ot aJjondy nft tb do eompe t ont p?Q 
vision - in tho otwo fl pfopoflaid, purouant to tho jooom 
mondotion of Conggo ss of tho 17th of August 1770 : 

That the restricting clause in the resolution of the 15th 
of May, 1778, granting half-pay to the officers for seven 
years, expressed in these words, viz. " and not hold any office 
of profit under these states, or ai^ of them," be and hereby 
is repealed. 

Major Gteneral'8 pay and rations per month 256 dollais. 
per year 3172 specie. 
Brigadier do. per month 186 1 , ,, 

per year 2220 P**'^- 

The committee, appointed to devise means to prevent the 
fiuther issue of certificates, &c. and 

I Thifl leport, in Rewriting of Boger Bbemum, ia in the Papen of Vie CentmenUxl 
Congrtti, No. 21, folio 247. 
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The Committee on the Post Office, to whom was r^erred 
the motion of Mr. [Hiomas] Bee; and 

The committee, appointed to ascertain and declare the 
privileges of memb^ of Congress mitil the Confederation 
diall be ratified by all ihe states; and 

Hie Committee appointed to ascertain and declare the privilegea 
of Members of Congreas, until the Confederation shaU he ratified by all 
the States in the Union, 

Beg leave to report ae follows. 

'Whereas l^ the Confederation and peipetoal Union of these States, 
in the fifth article it is (among other things) agreed ' 'that freedom of 
speech and debate in Congress shall not he impeached or qoeetioned 
in any Court or place out of Congress, and the Members of Congress 
shall be protected in their persons from arrests and imprisonments 
during the time of their going to and from and attendance on Congress, 
except for treason, felony and breach of the peace." 

And whereas the said Confederation is not yet in all its parts 
ratified by the State of Maryland, and it is absolutely essential to the 
great trust reposed in members of Congress, that t^ey should at all 
times enjoy the privileges above mentioned as well as the other 
privileges belonging to a legislative Body. 

Eeic^ved, And it ia hereby declared, 

lliat the Members of Congress have, and of ri^t ought to have 
all the privil^ee and immunities expressed in the clause of the fifth 
article above recited.* 

Tlie committee, to whom were referred the letter, of 8 
June, from Governor Trumbull and the letter, of 21 Jufy, 
from Hr. T. Burke, delivered in their respective reports. 
At a Boakd of Wab, Au^ S4. 17^ 

Hie board having considered the memorial of the Justices and 
Field Officers in the counties of Accomack and Northampton in 
Viiginia, requesting that the men raised in those counties as part of 
the Virginia quota of troops be permitted to remain therein, b^ leave 
to inform Congress 

I Thia report, in the writing of Thomas UcEmu, ia inthePaptrx/Ot OontinaUttl 
Oommi, No. 23, folio 69. It ia imdoraad bf ThomsoD: "Bead. Aoguat 24, 1781, 
Not to be acted upon." 
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That in the opinion of the Board the reasons stated in their re^rt 
on a former application on this subject which was agreed to by Con- 
gress on the 2^ March 1778 still prevail with this variation That the 
board do not know of any imported property belonging to tfae United 
States now in those counties. The property of the citizens of these 
States who find it convenient to make use of the great variety of 
Inlets and Harbors in those counties, as well as that of the Inhab- 
itants being subject to the daily ravages of the enemy's cruizers which 
now infest their Coasts in unusual numbers, is constantly in a pre- 
carious and perilous situation. It is therefore submitted to Congress 
whether considering the circumstances before stated, and that the 
Diunbers of fencible men in those counties are not great, nor can they 
from their detached situation, and the numbeis of disaffected which 
Burroimd them, be speedily relieved in case of invasion, it would not 
be expedient to continue the measure formerly adopted by Congress 
of leaving the men raised in those counties ^>r the Continental Army 
(which as we are informed do not amount to more than the comple- 
ment of one company) as a permanent guard. Should Congress be of 
this opinion, it is conceived proper that it should be resolved 

That from the peculiar situation of the Counties of Accomack and 
Northampton in the State of Virginia, the men raised as part of the 
quota of that State for the Continental Army remain in those counties 
until the further order of Congress or the Commander in Chief. 

That it be recommended to the Executive of the State of Virginia 
to appoint officers for the men in proportion to their numbers out of 
those officers of the Virginia line, who are in that State unemployed; 
and that the said Executive take the necessary measures for clothing, 
paying, and providing for the said officers and men at the expence of 
the United States during their stay in the said Counties. 

That a copy of the memorial of the said Justices and Field Officers 
be transmitted to the Governor and Council of Virginia, to the end 
that eventual measures may be taken by the Government of the 
State for the defence of the said counties, in case it should hereafter 
be fotmd expedient to remove the Continental troops therefrom.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

> Thii repent u is the Paper* ofOte OmtituKUil Otngrtn, No. 147, IV, i<dlo 603. It 
iiindonad: "FwtpcKied." 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST as, 1780 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury on the letter, of 14, from Major General 
M'Dougall, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Tbeasdbt OmoE 

August m 1780 

The Board h&Ting ccmaidered Gen' M'Dougalls Letter of the 14? 
instant refened to them by Congress beg leare to Report, 

That by a Besolution of Congress of tbe sixteenth of June 1775, 
the pay c^ a Major Genoal is 166 doUars per month, That when any 
Major Qeneral shall act in a seperate department he be allowed for 
his pay and ezpences three hundred and thirty two dollars per month. 

That on the 27^ of February 1776 Congress Resolved "New York, 
New Jeisey, Fennsylrania the lower Counties on Delaware and 
Maryland be put into one department under the command of one 
Major General and two Brigadiers General with proper staS" 

That Yiipnia, North Carolina, South CaioUna and Georgia be put 
into one department &c 

Also by another Resolution of Congress of the 22*^ of May 1777, 
Albany, Ticonderago, Fort Stanwiz and their dependencies are con- 
sidered the Northern Department, 

That General M'Dougall brings his chaige for a seperate command 
in the Highlands, and it may hare been tbe intention of Congress, 
that conmiands of that nature should come under the description in 
their resolution of the 16? June 1775. But as that command of 
General M'Dougall was in the Middle Department, where General 
Washington (during the period the Genera) chaises for) did actually 
command, and the only Resolution of Congress on which the General 
can found bis charge of double pay, says it shall be for commanding 
in a SeperaU Department, the Board submit to Congress, whether 
the General's having had a seperate command, in a department 
commanded by Qeneral Washington, shall entitle him to double pay 
under the resolution of the Id"' June 1775. 

In addition to the above state of the matter the Board of War beg 
leave to represent. 

That Congress have not confined themselves to the Departments 
as established in the Resolutions before recited, but have made ex- 
ceptions as they thought the particular situation of the Officer Cont- 
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mandiiig required. Congrees will no doubt recollect these ezceptiona 
and among them their reaolre of the 2"? September 1777 whereby 
General Putnam became entitled to the allowance of a Major General 
in a separate department while he held the command at the Posts 
where General M'Dougall commanded during the time for which he 
claims double pay. If Congress do not recollect any circumstances 
in the case of General Putnam which will vary it from that of General 
M'Dougall, it should seem that the latter is entitled to the same allow- 
ance with the former, and if Congress should be of this opinion it is 
conceived by the Board, proper that it be 

Reaolved, That Major Gen. M'Dougall be entitled to re- 
ceive the allowance of a major general in a separate depart- 
ment, during the time he commanded the posts in the high- 
lands.' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Henry, seconded by Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams, 

Reaolved, That when the go^^mors or preudents of two or 
more states act in the field together, he who has been longest 
in office shall take rank of all other governors or presidents, 
except the governor or president of the state in which they 
are; who, in his own state, notwithstanding he may be 
youngest in office, always takes rank. 

Resolved, That whenever the governors or presidents of 
states act in conjunction with continental troops, they shall, 
for the time they so act in conjunction, have the rank of 
major-general in the Hue of the army: 

Provided always, that nothing in the above resolutions 
shall exclude the governor of any state from a seperate com- 
mand over the militia of the state in which he presides, where 
not inconsistent with the particular views of the Commander 
in Chief. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded [by] Mr, 
[John] Armstrong, 

> Tliii leport ii in the Papers qfSu ContintiUal CrnigrtM, No. 136, IV, fcdio 525. 
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Rewlved, That the half pay of general officers be propor- 
tioned to their pay. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the letter of the ISth, from Governor Rutiedge; and 
thereupon, 

A further Keport from the Committee on Governor Rutledge's Let- 
ter of the IS*!* Instant 

J tow fearf ) Th a t CongPo eB will take the oaylioat Oppoitnnity a nd o ae 
eyory moon a ia tboiF powop to Effoot tho Eiohango of the lA Gk t vopoo f 

of S . C. a nd ett tw - Citiaona of that t ak e n afc tiio guraondop of 

Chario fl ton o p El g ewhoFO and now - PpiBono fs of Wop op on P a poloi 

Your Commit i too pooommond that a ueh part of the aa id Lettof aa fo 
Hpootfl tho O f do p ing tho Continontoi Bogimont Uttely roiaed in M a yy 
l a nd to join the S outhopn Aimy bo pof op pe d to big Eaoollonoy Qon' 
W M hing t on to ffl¥o auoh dipoetioDB thopoon oa to him a hall app ear 
mo fl t eligible in tho ppo B ept oonioDo t u pef- and th&t the remaining part 
of the XiBtter respecting a supply of anna and ammunition for the 
army under Qen! Q&tes be referred to the Board of War, to take 
order.' 

Resolved, That Governor Rutiedge be informed that Congress 
have paid, and will continue to pay, attention to all who have 
had the misfortune of being captivated by the en^ny; and 
that those captivated at the surrender of Charlestown will 
equally share the care and attention of Congress with those 
captivated in any other of the United States. 

Resolved, That the remaining part of Governor Rutiedge's 
letter, respecting a supply of arms and ammunition for the 
army under Major General Gates, be referred to the Board of 
War to take order. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [George] 
Walton, Congress passed the following resolution: 

It being represented to Congress that four good pilots for 
the coasts and bars of South Carolina and Geoi^ia, are now 
in this city: 

' Thii report, in the wnting of ^lonus Bee, la in ttie Paptn qftkt QmiinaUai Cb» 
fnM,ND.19,V,foUoS9. 
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Readv^, That the Board of Admiralty be and hereby are 
directed to retain them in the service of these United States, 
and engage them to remain here until the further order of 
Congress. 

Resolved, That Friday, the 1st Sept. next, be assigned for 
electing a member of the Court of Appeals, in the room of 
the late Mr. Hosmer, deceased. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter &om F. 
Hopkinson, treasurer of loans, delivered in a report. 

The Committee to whom was referred (he letter from the Treaaurer 
of Loans respecting the Board of Treasury, Ac. beg leave to report. 

That the indisposition of M' Foreman one of the CommissioDeis 
of the Treasury delayed the Committee for some time from pro- 
ceeding in the business to them submitted; but that on the 7*^ Inst. 
due notice was given to the Commissioners of the Treasury, who had 
received a copy of the letter from the Treasurer of loans three weeks 
before, that the Committee would meet in the Committee room of 
Congress in the State House on the Thursday following at nine 
o'clock in the morning on that business; that the commissioners, 
altho' they received a secoDd notice from your Committee after they 
had met avoided attending upon them, whereupon they proceeded 
ez parte (as they informed the Commissioners they would do in case 
they did not attend) and heard the Treasurer of loans, the Commission- 
ers of the Chambers of Accounts the Auditor Oenei^, the Treasurer, 
and Paymaster General; and thereupon they find, that there is great 
uneasiness in that Department and that the public business is hkely 
to suffer great prejudice therefrom which is chiefly to be attributed 
to the following Causes, viz. 

That the Board of Treasury have prohibited all access to them 
between the hours of nine and twelve in the forenoon, even by the 
officers in the Department, with whom they transact the most 
trivial affairs in wiitug oidy, not suffering the Commissioners of 
the Chambers to speak to them. That some time ago, when the 
treasurer of loans came upon public business to the door of the room, 
where the Treasury board sits between the hours nine and twelve, 
M' Foreman shut the door in his face, and has also treated him with 
unmerited indignity on other occasions. 
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That the orders issued by the Board have been often mcorrect, 
and sometimes uninteUigible and impracticable to be executed, and 
that in particular one standing order to the Treasurer not to pay 
money on the Warrants of Congress without the special direction of 
the Board, is a dangerous usurpation of power, opens a door to par- 
tialities and resentments and has a tendency to destroy the honor 
and credit of the United States. 

That the behavior in ofifice of Messrs. Foreman and Gibeon two 
of the Commissioners ci the Treasury and of M' Lee Secretary ci 
the Board, to the Executive officers in that Department, and also to 
others who have frequent business to transact with the Board is 
very reprehensible, extremely disgusting, and has destroyed all 
friendly Communications of councils and harmony in the execution of 
public affairs. That your Committee observe great inconTeniences 
have arisen from the mode of appointing the Clerks of the CSiamber 
of accounts 

Whereupon your Committee propose the following Keeolutions 
▼iz. 

Resdved, 

That Gentlemen be put in nomination as Commissioners of tho 
Treasury in the room of Ezebdel Foreman and John Gibson Esqrs. 
on next, and that two be elected on the day after. 

That a Secretary to the Board of Treasury be nominated and 
elected at the same times in the Stead of M' Charles Lee. 

That the Conmussioners of the respective chambers oi accounts 
have the appointment, removal and direction oi their own clerks.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY. AUGUST 36, 1780 

A memorial of William Murray was read:* 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Hmo- 
thy] Matlack and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

' Thifl report, in the writing ot ThomM HcEeui, ia in the Papen of At Continenial 
CbnfreH,Ho.l9,III,folioel76KndI77. It iaindoned by Charles Thomaon: "Deliv- 
flred AuguBt 26, 1780; Read; Sept. 7 motion for recommitbnent; 9 Recommitted." 

* 'Dub memorial, dated August 26, 1780, is in tbe Papen q^ tA< CbrUnimlal Con^reti, 
No. 41, VI, foUo Ul. 
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t took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office, on Mp. Boo' b motion, and 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 27th December, 1779, 
ordering " that the post office be so regulated as that the 
post shall set out and arrive at the place where Congress 
shall be sitting, twice in every week, to go so far as Boston, 
in the state of Massachusetts Bay, and to Charlestown, in 
the state of South Carolina," be and hereby is repealed.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 
Tbbasubt Office August X^ 1780 

On the information from the Board of Admiralty to Congress dated 
Id"^ instant and referred, 

The Board beg leave to Report, That they vill direct the Treasurer 
to pay to the Board of Admiralty upon the warrant of 700,000 dol- 
lars in their f ayour yet unsatisfied, two hundred thousand dollars, 
out of the first monies that shall come into the Treasury, to answer 
the uif;ent purposes set forth In their letter of information to Congress. 

Ordered, That on the application of the superintendants 
of the press, a warrant issue on the treasiu^r in their favour, 
for three thousand dollars, to defray the contingent expencea 
of their office; and for which they are to be accountable. 

That on the application of David C. Claypole, printer to 
Congress, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, 
for ten thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable.' 
Tbkabubt Officii Au^aat ££ 1780 

The Board having considered the letter from the Board of War to 
the President of Congress dated the 18^ instant and referred to them — 
Beg leave to Beport, 

That ereiy Besolution of Congress relative to the bringing money 
into the Treasury, hath been strictly attended to, and so far as in the 
power of the Board carried into effect. The results of those various 
efforts have been duly reported to Congress. The Board think it 
their duty to report explicitly, that there is no money in the Treasuiy, 

■ This report is Id th« Paptn of Oit Cotttinenial Congntt, No. 61, folio 470. 

■ This repwt ia in the Papen </ At ContiamUil Congnn, No. 136, IV, folio 639. 
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and unpaid warrsnta out, to the amount of tluee UUlions of Dollars, 
and that no warrant hath yet iasued in favour of the Board of War, 
for the four Milhon of DoUais granted to that Board for the puipoBes 
expressed in the Resolution of Congress of the 25* of July last, 

lliat the Resolution of Congress of the 29^ of June last directing 
warrants for balances, puts it out of the power of the Board, to report 
any warrants on the States for any part of their quotas unpaid v:p to 
tile ir! of March last, 

Whereupon they submit tiie following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Treaflury be and hereby are 
authorised and dijoo teA to report warrants on the respective 
Btates, to compleat their several balances due to the United 
States, up to the first day of March last; which sum so drawn 
for and rec^ved shall be credited on their respective warrants 
drawn, agreeably to a resolution of the 29th of June last.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to devise ways and means for preventing 
the farther issue of certificates, and for carrying into effect 
the resolutions of the 18 March last, &c. and thereupon came 
to the following resolutions: 

Whereas a large and immediate supply of money is neces- 
sary for carrying on the operations of the war, aiid for the 
payment of debts due for suppHes heretofore furnished, and 
for the payment of interest on loan office certificates: 

Resolved, That it be earnestly reconmiended to the several 
states, to take the most speedy and efifectual measures in 
their power, for drawing in their respective quotas of the 
contii^ntal bills of credit, to be destroyed, either by a tax to 
be collected immediately, or by exchanging for them new 
bills, to be emitted pursuant to the act of the 18th of March 
last, at a rate not less than forty of the former for one of the 
latter; so that the whole of the said new bills may be issued: 

a nd whoro aa a furthog s upply of money will bo noocflooi i y tor tho p ar- 
po B C B a foFooftid, a nd o t a a poy a blo in the now billfl - niorc aa id will maho 

> This report ia io Uie Papcra <>^ (A« OmtMffllaj CbrvKft, No. 136, IV, lolio 633. 
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> muToiDftl dcmimd fo> than a nd a o hayon good twtdepoy to intwduoo 
thorn into eiroul a tion in full wodit 

That it be recommended to the Beveral states to r^ae by 
taxes, payable in the bills emitted pursuant to the act afore- 
siud, or in specie, their respective quotas of three millions of 
dollars, agreeable to the apportionment of the 7th of October, 
1779, and pay the same into the treasury of the United States 
as soon as possible ; the payment to be fully compleated by 
the last day of December next, each state to be allowed interest 
for the same, from the time it is paid, to be hereafter adjusted, 
according to a resolution of the 6th of October, 1779: 

That Major General Greene, late quarter master general, 
and Jeremiah Wadsworth, late comnussary general of pur- 
chases, and the present commissary general of purchases, 
respectively, render an accoimt to the Board of Treasury of 
the amount of the monies due from them, on certificates or 
otherwise, on pubUc account, specifying the sum due in each 
state, in order that warrants may issue in their favour on the 
treasurers of such states, for payment of the same, out of the 
monies to be collected for the United States, as aforesaid, 
which warrants being paid, shaU be accepted by the treasurer, 
toward such state's quota of the monies to be raised as 
aforesaid; and it is further recommended to such states to 
provide that the certificates of the stud quarter master and 
commissaries, and those who purchased under them, be 
received in payment of the said taxes, to the amount of such 
warrants, under like proper regulations o e is providod by the 
jooolution - of -t h e astb of May lost for preventing frauds. 

Aadp- Wboro as , it is TOTy - important to th&Jn t eFc a t of thooo United 
S tates - ^ - tha t ■ the - OFC i dit of tho - new - OQWon e y bo pupportcd equal to 
B pooio^ a nd tb&ro - fl a n be no To a oonablo doab t- b at- ^w t ks orodi t' m a y 
bo -pf O B O^ed, eon a idoring - tho Ic i Dor of the bill B t tbo ftrnd a on wbi < d> 
riioy aro i aH ned^ wtd -t h e-e tfiQ g pgovi a ion B m a do of FoeoBunwid ed-Jw 
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th «> pniyo fl Ot if thegn i ntity inrif Bi ik t ion ' ifl-nrt inoFOMod beyond 
tiio a uin limited by the w e ola l aQn o< t ho ' 1 8 th » l Mapoh laafc * 

B me i m ili That i t bo feoommondod to the gerewl a t ftt e s not to iaooe 
hilto ol eipdit fog •• e ^^HWlley^ on a ny oon a idewtion wb at ovoF, to • 
ET rn t r r n mrnint th an t hni r rmrt inti Tn iji i nl inn nf l ih n r m m t r t hn i n m i r i 
by th e p ea olotioB of t h e - I S tih of Mweh I w rt to be in oiwiilalaon a t any 
O BO tim o ) md oa e h of the a t a tc a m vo a y hme lately cmittod Billa on 
theip own e f e dit p wmouB to theip peceiTing thcip qnoto a of tho bill s 
ppqi a p e d ag po ea ble to the PC B olution a f oFc aa id aB9 poqac e tod to-con fl idep 
the Billfl no e mit te d bb p a rt of tboif s aid quota. 

[And to prevent the possibility of any depredation in the 
biUs to be emitted agreeably to the act of the IS March 
aforesaid, that it be most earnestly recommended to the 
several states not to issue bills of credit for a cmroncy on 
any consideration whatever to a greater amoimt than their 
re^)ective quotas of the new bills stated in the act aforesaid 
to b e in oiwulatieB a t a ny ODotimot a nd t hat i t be peewianedod to g noh 
a t a t e n a o haffe ia l UAy iaraed bills of erodit inunodiatoly to call in a nd 
rr rtfinm t Jhr f iwm n hj g i Ti n g i n n irn h ningn fnr t h n m t hn h illn nmititri 
agf oe a bly -t o the w a elution a foFo aa id-and f e fewed to a ueh ot a tc a 



and that the bills of credit emitted by any of the states 
mnce the first day of January last, and redeemable in specie 
at par, be considered as part of the proportion of the money 
reserved by the said act of the IS of March, to the use of 
the state.] ' 

Coi^rees took into conad^^tion the report'of the com- 
nuttee on the letters, of the Sth June, from Governor Trum- 
bull, and of the 21 July last, from Mr. l^omas] Burke; uid 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That, all and singular, the creditors of these 
United States, for supplies furnished the army, or the trans- 
portation thereof, shall be entitled to receive the just value 

> Thli leport, in the writing ot Bogn Shaman, except tlie poftiom in bnckets, u 
in Ihfl Paptn q/'lfa OontmaUal Congreii, No. 26, folios 197-301. 
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of the Bums due to them respectively, in the bills of credit 
emitted pursuant to the act of the 18 of March last, the 
value of the sums due to be ascertained according to the 
current value of continental bills of credit compared with 
specie at the time the money became due, at the place where 
the suppUes were furnished; provided the same do not 
exceed the prices fixed for such supplies, by the act of 26 
of February last, or a proportionate value for services done, 
and articles furnished, not mentioned in the said act; but 
if the nominal sum, in continental currency, contracted for, 
when reduced to specie value as aforesaid, Bhall exceed the 
fixed prices aforesaid, the creditor shall be entitled to receive 
the amoimt of the supplies ftu*nished or services done, at the 
said fixed or proportionate prices, in the new bills aforesaid, 
or the nominal sum contracted for in continental bills of 
credit, and no more, at his election: 

That the accounts being duly examined and adjusted by 
the rule aforesaid, by commisdoners that may be appointed 
agreeably to the resolution of the 12 of June last, to settle 
the accoimts of officers of the staff departments in the several 
states, or by the officer who made the contract, or by whom 
the payment is to be made, the same shall be paid, or a 
certificate given, for the sum justly due, certifying that the 
same hath been duly examined and adjusted, agreeably to 
the directions aforesaid; and if paid in the new bills, the 
interest on the said biUs shall be computed to the date of 
such certificate: 

That all debts due to the United States for monies received 
for their use, or otherwise, within any of these states, shall 
be paid according to the just value of the money when It 
was received, or became due, to be ascertained as aforesaid. 

i lh at- CopgHi BB ai ppH)¥e of flio - OBg »g cinont s- of Mfi Biifko man . 
tionod ' inhi a lcttogoJ tho B l? July k rt that a ll pei B Oii fl- iiHWort i h <3 > h> - 
10070-10 GO 
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Iii») wbo -fl b i Jl - fawiiah a nppli es to the S ontl H>F U ' <ww i y -B hril - be p a id 
to p -t facin witboot - dopFo a i a tion oflo as i a nd - with- i ntowi Bt-at b om - p er 



The committee, to whom waa referred an extract of a 
letter from the council of the State of Massachusetts Bay, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the council of the State of Massachusetts 
Bay be informed, that the French army was not consid^ed 
in the general estimate of supplies called for by Congress, 
and that therefore, the state cannot be credited on its quota 
for such articles as it may furnish to our allies. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by 
Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty form and lay before 
Goi^ress an estimate of the rate at which ships of war from 
twenty to forty guns, might be built on contract, were specie 
furnished for the purpose, exclusive of the ezpence of ri^;LDg. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, AUOUST 38, 1780 

A letter, of 20, from General Washington was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. J[o8eph] 

Jones, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [John Morinj Scott and 

Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. 
A letter, of 10, from J. Bradford; and 
A letter, of 26, from Major General McDoi^all, were read : ' 
Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

' This report, in the writing of Bogra Shennui, except the final pangnph, which 
is in the writing of ThonMaHcKeaD, ia in the Pitpen oftfie CoTUmenttU Congreu, No. 
20, 1, folio 263. The repcM, uid the pieceding one, except the fifth p«ragnph, ww« 
printed Bepantely with the prices fixed by the lescJutJons of February 26, 1780, and 
that of June 12, 1780. A copy may be found in No. 136, V, folio 21. 

' WaahingUn's letter ia in the Paper* of the Cbntiiwnfal Congrttt, No. 152, IX, folio 
B3; it is printed in the Writing* of WaiMngUm (Ford), Till, 386. Bndioid's letter 
is hi No. 78, IV, folio 7; McIhmgKU'a in No. 161, foUo 111. 
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The Board of Treaeury laid before Congress Chaloner & 
White's account, specially stated against Mr. Holker, agent 
of the French Marine, for supplies furnished: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a conunittee of three, to 
confer with Holker, and report. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark and Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston was nominated by Mr. 
J[o8eph] Jones, for a member of the Court of Appeals in cases 
of capture by sea. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of 
28 July, from Governor Jefferson, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the quartermaster general procure and send 
to the southern army one thousand soldiers tents; and that 
the Board of Treasury report ways and means for the pay- 
ment of the same.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 22d, 
from Doctor W. Shippen, D[irector] G[eneral], brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom, D. Shippen Direc' Gen'* letter of the 
22?? instant was referred, Eeport, 

That that part of the letter which reapecta supplies of Forage for 
the Horses belonging to officers of the Hospital Department, together 
with two letters received by the Committee since, from the Director 
General, be referred to the Board of War to take order. 

The Committee ask leave to sit again. 

Extract of a letter of D Shippen Aug* 22°<i 1780 

"I am informed to day by the Dep^. Quarter Master of this State 
(hat he will not supply our department with any more Forage, unleaa 
he is authorised so to do by an order of Congress, which I flatter 
myself wiU be givra immediately." * 

■ThiarapoTt iais thefaperto/lAc CbtHmentoI OonjjnM, No. 147, IV, folia Kl. 
* Tkie npcKt, in the writing ol Frederick A. Huhlenbeiig, ia in the Paptn oftlu Cbn- 
Mnffltol Cmgrat, No. 136, IV, folio 541. 
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Resolved, That that part of the letter, which respects sup- 
plies of forage for the horses belonging to officers of the 
hospital department, together with two letters received by 
the comznittee from the director general, be referred to the 
Board of War to take order. 

On motion of Blr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded l^ Mr. 
[Samuel] Adams, 

Resolved, That the quarter master general be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to make sale of all buildings and 
other property belongii^ to the United States under his 
care, which, in his opinion, are not wanted for pubhc use, 
and render an account of such sales to the Bofud of Treasury, 
that he may be charged with the money ari^ng thereon.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Joseph Carleton, pay- 
master to the Board of War and Ordnance, a warrant issue 
on the treasure in his favour, for axty thousand dollars, to 
defray the contingent expences of his (^ce; and for which 
he is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That so much of theu* report, as relates to the 
letter of Bedford Williams, be re-committed, and that the 
Board take order. 

A letter, of 21, from Governor Trumbull, with sundry 
papers enclosed was read : ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell and Mr. B[enjamin] Huntington. 

Ordered, That Saturday next be assigned for electing a 
commissary general of prisoners. 

"Tbia motion, in the writing trf Rogn Shennui, is in tbePapena/He Oontintnial 
Oangrtu, No. SS, I, folio 99. 
* This letter ia in ibn Paptn nf the Contiaetaai Congrm, No. 00, H, ftdio B1. 
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Mr. Abraham Skinner was put in nomination for that 
office by Mr. [John] Fell. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, on the letter of 5, from Solomon Southvick; and 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive council 
of the State of Connecticut to supply, on the account of that 
State's quota, Solomon Southwlck, deputy-commissary gen- 
eral of issues, with two hundred and fifty barrels of flour, 
on or before the last of Septonber next; for which the said 
Solomon Sout^wick is to be accoimtable, to enable ^^m to 
replace what he hath borrowed on public account. 

That it be rooommondod to the Eaooativo Couneil of the S toto of . 
mt e d&I s liuid to OTMBiPo t bo - oloimo that Solomon B onthwiekt Di Ci Gi 
of IflBuc B a nd hia ofl a iHtanto hft¥o to Clo a thing a gro a ble to the - B o a oln ■ 
taonfl ofCongro e a of the liy of May and 06^ of Nor ^ lTTtH a nd - to 
dmw ofdeio f ot B aoh artiolco of Cloothing aa they may find dae-te 
ttuaoi oa John Boynolda Agent CloftthoT in B oid S t a te who ki dipee t cd 
to comply with aoeh ogdoiBj and ebag g o the ea me to iJie a eeompt of the 
United B tatco. * 

Tbkasubt Office Avgust £5^ 1780. 
The Board beg leave to Beport; 

That the two Chambers of accounta as established by the ordinance 
of Congress of the 30? July 1779 are now eom^pUat to wit, six in 
number. 

Hukt the ordinance aforesaid direct, that the two Chambers shall 
have four dei^, that they have now only two, that one of the two is 
absent on Militia duty, of this State, with one of the Clerks from 
this Board, very much to the prejudice of Public business. 

That it is necessary for the dispateh of business, that the number 
of Clerks for the Chambers aforesaid be compleat. 

The Board therefore submit the following Resolution. 

That two Clerks be immediately appointed in order to eompUat 
the stipulated number for two Chambers of accounts agreeably to 

'Thisnpat, in tbe writing o( Esekiel Ccmell, is in the Fopov q^ tft« OoTttmefilal 
OMifnu, No. 19, y, (olio 873. A dnft of the fifrt patipi^, al» in Ow writing <rf 
EuUel OomeU, ii fa No. 86, 17, folio 268. 
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the ordinance of the 30'!' July 1770 for eBtablishing a Board of 
Treasury. 

That the Bills of Credit for the State of Maryland, under the reso- 
lution of Congreee of the 18? March last, are completed, and will be 
immediately forwarded to that State. That the Board intended to 
have proceeded on the Bills for the State of Fennsylvania, but as the 
form for printing is so much worn, that the Printer does with diffi- 
culty proceed in his business before the form be repaired, and as 
part of the quotas for Massachusetts and Connecticat, are yet to 
finish, and as the repairs the form must undetgo, will in some measure 
alter the face of the Bill. 

The Board think it proper to proceed to finish the quotas of the 
States aforesaid prerioua to the beginning on the State of Fennsyl- 
Tania for the reasons aforesaid, and in this case it will be four weeks 
or more, before the Frees can be employed for Pennsylrania.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 39, 1780 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce be discharged 
&om proceeding on the letter, of 7 July, from Mr. Holker, 
and that the same, together with the papers enclosed be 
referred to the committee on Ghaloner & White's state of 
accoimts against Mr. Holker. 

A letter, of 21, from Governor Trumbull was read, en- 
closing the proceedings of a convention of committees from 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut, at 
Boston.* 

Ordered, Hiat the same be referred to the committee on 
the letter, of 20, from General Washington. 

A letter, of 15, from Udney Hay was read." 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. Monbos was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

^TtaanpixtiBbi &o Papen)^ the CantmentalQmgrat.'iiio.lSe, TV, iolioSS7. Tba 
Indonement Bhom tlutt it «rea read August 28. 

■Tnunboll'B letter ia in Qie Papen t^ tlie Contuuntal Cton^rot, No. 66, II, folio 75; 
H^B letter is in No. 78, XII, lolio 77. 
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A memorial of Colonel Durkee waa read.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 25, from J. Hiltzeimer waa read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [R<^r] Sherman, Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams and Mr. [Francis] Kinloch. 

A letter from Gouvemeur Morris, and a memorial in 
behalf of John Edwards and John Smith, were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of 24, from James Jay, with a paper enclosed, 
entitled "Queries and Ot^ervations on conductii^ the war 
fmd on naval matters" was read. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by 
Mr. J[oseph] Jones, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report 
a plan for the revi^on and new arrangement of the civil 
executive departments of the United States under Congress. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Rob^ R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[James] Lovell, Mr. J[oseph] Jones, Mr. [John] Henry and 
Mr. [Timothy] Matlack. 

A letter, of this day, from Ezekiel Forman was read.* 

A petition of John B. Magro was read.* 

Ordered, TbsA it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

On motion of the delegates for Massachusetts Bay: 

Resolved, That Thomas Walley and Peter Boyer be 
appointed in addition to Nathaniel Appleton and Joseph 
Henderson, commissioners on the part of the United States, 

1 Thia memorul, dated July 29, 1780, ia in the Papen (^ tht Continenttd Cimgnit, 
No. 41, II, folio 460. 
> This letter u in the Fafm oj fht Con^nrntal Ctmgntt, No. 78, XII, foUo 97. 

* Thia letter ia in the Fapvt qfthe Qmtinmtal Oongrtu, No. 78, IX, folio 833. 

* This petitum, undated, is in the Paptn qf Ou GmdntRlat Conf^tu, No. tf, T, 

loUoaoi. 
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any raie of them to endorse the bills that shall be emitted 
by the State of Mafisachusetta Bay, pursuant to the resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 18th day of March last. 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for tiie consider- 
ation of the report of tlie committee on the instructions of 
the assembly of Maryland to their delegates, and other 
papers respecting the confederation. 

Mr. Jesse Root was nominated by Mr. [Roger] Sherman 
for a member of Court of Appeals. 

The committee on Governor Trumbull's letter, of 21st 
August; and 

The committee on the memorial of W. Murray, delivered 
in their reports. 

Adjoimied to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 30. 1780 

Mr. Theodorick Bland, a delegate for the State of Vir- 
ginia, attended and produced the credentials of the del^;ate8 
for that State, which vexe read as follows : 

In the Houbb of Dblboatbs. 

(heei'tofJvMirso 

Beaoived that Theodorick Bland jy Esquire be appointed a Dele^te 
to represent this Commonwealth in Congress until the firet Monday 
in November next in the room of Cyrus Grififin Esqf who hath re- 
signed; also that Joseph Jones, J&mes M&diaon jr, Theodorick Bland 
jf James Henry, and Meriwether Smith Esquires be appointed Dele- 
gates to represent this Commonwealth in Congress for one Year from 
the fiist Monday in November next; they having been so elected by 
joint Ballot of both Houses of Assembly 
Teste 
June 22? 1780 John Bboklet C h. d. 

Agreed to by the Senate A Copy. 

Will: Drew: C. S. John Bboklet C. h. d.' 

1 The original is in the Papon qf Hit Qmlmcntat Qmymt, ViigiiUA, Cradmtiak 
qflMegata. 
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A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd of War. Aug. £8. 1780 

Present W Peters, Col GraTson 

The board are oot satisfied of their powers under the resolution of 
the 26. ult?, to remove from the service all the Officers who may be 
unnecessaiy in the Department of the Com? Gen! of Uilitaiy Stores — 
thoae serving by warrant from this board — Commissaries, Deputy 
Commissaries, Conductors &c. there will be no difficulty in siqMrsed- 
ing: but there are several persons who bold commissions signed by 
his Excellency the Presid* of Congress, in CoL Flower's r^;iment, 
and who, tho' alt<^;ether unnecessary in our present circumstances, 
the board are uncertain of their authority to dismiss — they therefore 
beg leave to report, 

Reaolved, That Major Joseph Eayres and Capt: Nathaniel 
Chapman who have been employed at Sprii^eld in the 
department of the Commissary General of militaiy stores. 
Major Charles Lukens at Carlifile, and Capt: Lieut: William 
E. Godfrey at Philadelphia be excused from farttier service. 

And if Congress should be of opinion that these officers are not 
entitled, under the resolutions for making good to tiia army, the 
depreciation of their pay, to the like advantages, the 
pomJmSl"'*' Board further beg leave to report. 

That Ezakiel Cheever Esqf Lt: Col? David Mason, 
Major Eayres, Oapt: Chapman, Major Lukens, and Capt: Lt Godfrey 
be entitled each to one year's pay and subsistence.' 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Cornelius Com^ys, 
clerk in ibe treasury office, a warrant issue on the treasurer 
in his favour, for five thousand dollars, to defray the con- 
tingent ezpences of the treasury office; and for which he is 
to be accountable. 

■TtuB report is in tbe Paptn t^Ae ConHnmtai Oimgnt$, No. 147, IV, folio 618. 
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"niat on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, on account of Major General Greene, late 
quarto* master general, a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
his favour, for thirty thousand dollars, to repay a like sum 
borrowed by Colonel Thomas Smith, A[cting] D[eputy] 
Q. M. G., to enable him to forward the stores and artillery 
undex the direction of Captain Craig to Fort Pitt; and for 
which the said Major Gen^id Greene, late Q. M. General is to 
be accountable.' 

Tbeaaubt Offiob Auguit £6^ 1780 

The Board hare considered the extract of a letter from J. Bradford 
dated Boston 31" July 1780 to the Presideiit of Congress, and 
Referred — 

The Board have also considered the Beeolution of Congress of the 
19^ June last relative to John Garcia Duarti — ^Whereupon they Beg 
leave to report — 

That the sum of eighteen thousand four hundred and forty one 
pounds, thirteen shillings and four pence current money of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, equal to sixty one thousand four hundred and seventy 
two doUara appeals to have been due to the said John Qarcia Duarti 
on the \V^ of May 1778, on which sum he was to receive six per cent 
interest till paid. That the aforesaid sum of eighteen thousand four 
hundred and forty one pounds, thirteen shillings and four pence equal 
to sixty one thousand four hundred and seventy two dollars with 
interest at 6 p' cent calculated up to the 11? September next coming, 
will according to the rate of depreciation as established by Congress 
on the 28*^ June last amount to twenty nine thousand one hundred 
and five specie dollars. 

Resolved, That bills of exchange on Europe be prepared by 
the Board of Treasiuy, to be drawn on the honorable Benja^ 
min Franklin, to the amount of twenty nine thousand one 
hundred and five dollars specie; and that the same bills be 
transmitted to John Bradford, to be by him paid to John 
Garcia Duarti, in full payment of the eighteen thousand fom* 
hundred and forty one pounds thirteen shillings and four 

> Thunport is in the Fapcnq/ 1A« Conrinentol ConyreM, No. 136, IV, folio 557. 
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pence due to him in continental money on the 11th May, 
1778.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the memorial of Will Murray; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the president and 
privy council of Delaware, to permit William Murray, master 
of the schooner Betsey and Nancy, of Bermudas, to export, in 
said vessel, to the value of the present cai^ of salt by him 
imported into and sold in that State, in flour, Indian com, or 
other produce for the use of the distressed inhabitants of the 
said island; taking security from >iiTn that the same shall not 
be applied to any other use. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of 21, from Governor Tnunbull, and on 
motion of Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. [Joseph] 
Jones, 

The Ccmmittee to whom was referred the letter from Governor 
Trumbull of the 21** Inat. with the papers enclosed, 

B^ leave to Report, 

That a Copy of the Memorial of Qeorge Howell, an Inhabitant of 
Suffolk County on Long Island, pra:7ing leave and protection to 
remove and hmd his effects either in the State of Rhode Island, or 
such other part of the United States as upon trial might be found 
most practicable, without molestation or danger of seizure be trans- 
mitted to Governor Trumbull and that he be informed thnttho pn a s 
poH - g w urtod - upon -fl ^d gtcmori ft l - b o fay as i fe- Fo s poe t ed ' the Govowioy 
OF - otbo fB to - wbom difee t edj ' Pot bolding-eomnus fl ion, o f a obing Hadw^ 
the ft utborifcy ol - CoogFC BB t w as iDt<M i dod"Wid - oiigh t "to - bQ - eon adewd 
only B B PooommoBdato g y, that Congress in granting said passport, 
which was done upon full persuasion of the justice and propriety 
of the meaam«, from ample testimony in favor of the memx)rialist, 
did not cZotm a right, or intend in any manner to contravene the 
laws, or interfere with the civil police of any State.* 

'ThigieBolutionwa«»lBotmtered to the niMUMcript Secret (Domertlc)Joiini«l. The 
rvport ie in ttte Paptn of At Cimtmmial Congrat, No. 136, IV, lolio 665. 

■Thu report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, is to the Papencfthe Contmenlal 
Congreti, No. 20, 1, folio 265. 
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Ordered, That the President explain to Goveraor Trumbull 
the circumstances of Geoi^ Howell's application, and the 
passport granted to him in consequence thereof. 

A memorial of Oliver Towles, lieutenant colonel, was read.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, who are 
to take into consideration the case of all under similar cir- 
ciunstances with the memorialists. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board of 
War on the establishment of the inspector's department; 
and after debate, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [Ezekiel] 
Cornell and Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

Ordered, That copies of the resolutions for drawing bills 
on the honorable B. FrankUn be transmitted to the Minister 
of France, and that the Committee on Ways and Means 
confer with him on the subject. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. B[enjamin] Hun- 
tington, a delegate for the State of Connecticut, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer in his favour, for six thousand dollars, 
for which the said State is to be accomitable. 

That the Chamber of Accounts N"* 2, have liquidated the account 
of General M'Dougal agreable to a Resolve of Congress oi the 25^ 
instant and have reported a balance of eighteen hundred and ninety 
seven doUais and 75/90 of a dollar due to the General, which sum 
being founded on a resolution of Congrees of the 9^ of Decembfflr 1775. 

That from the pressing necessities of the General, and as the Bills 
emitted under the Resolution of Congress of the 18? of March last, 
camiot be obtained in time, the Board therefore submit the following 
Resolution. 

' This memorisi, dated August 30, 1780^ u in the Fapert o/tht Continmtal Qmgnn; 
No. 41, X, folio 109. 
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That the Board of Treasury be authorised to pay Major 
General McDougall, one thousand specie dollars, in bills of 
exchange, [in sbcty days bills of exchange on France and 
Spain] out of those prepared by the resolution, of the 19 
May last. And that a warrant issue on the State of New 
York for eight hundred and ninety seven dollars and 75/90, 
in bills emitted under the act of C3ongress, of the 18th of 
March last, which sums, amounting to eighteen hundred 
and ninety seven dollars and 75/90 of a dollar, are in full of 
the ballance reported to be due to him on the liquidation 
of his accounts by the chamber of accounts/ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on salmes; and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 1780 

A letter, of 20, &om Major General Gates, at EQllsborough 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five. 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Henry, Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams, Mr. [John] Walker, Mr. [Thomas] Bee and Mr. 
W[iUie] Jones. 

A lett^^f 23, from Geoi^ Howell; and 

One, ofN23, from J. Vamum, were read.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on salaries; and some ftine being spent thereon: 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

Mr. T[homas] McKean was nominated by Mr. [Timothy] 
Matlack for commissioner of the Court of Appeals. 

■ Tliu npoit u In the Papen of ih« OmMnmtoI Congreu, No. 136, IV, folio 660. 
Hie wwda in bmcketa we in the repwt uid not in the Jonm&l. 

■G&Ua'i letter is in the Papen of the Continental Confirat, No. 164, II, lollo 234; 
HoweU'B ii in No. 78, XII, folio 93; Vunum'a ia in No. 78, XXUI, folio 176. 
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Mr. H[eiiry] Marchant was nominated for the same o£Sce 
by Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER i. [1780] 

A letter, of 21 May, from Mr. Dumas was read. 
Another letter, of the same date from the same, was read : * 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [John Morin] 
Scott and Mr. [John] Henry. 
A letter, of May 31, from Hon"" Doctor Franklin." 
And a letter, of September 6, 1779, from Mr. D'Audibert 
Cfulle, at Sal4 were read: 

Oniered, That they be referred to the Committee of Fordgn 
Affairs to report. 
A letter, of April 10, from Hon*^ J. Adams; and 
One, of April 12, from J. Johnson, were read.* 
A letter, of 29 August, from C. P. Raguet was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 
The Board of War laid before Congress a letter, of 14 
Ai^ust, from Brigadier Knox, with sundry papers enclosed : 
Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Nathan- 
iel] Folsom and Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke. 
A petition of Thomas Finley was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
t^e order. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

t A letter of 21 Uny is printed in the Diplamatie CormponAnee of the Amtriam 
Bmoluiion (Wharton), III, 696. 

■ This letter ia printed in the ZHplomalie Comtpondenee of tA« Ameiem\ Bmolutim 
(Whmrton) III, 742. 

* Adams's letter ia printed in the Diplomats Comtpondenee of ihtAmeriamBeoolur' 
tton (Wharton), III, 601; JohnaoD'a leUet is in the Papen (/(it Contmcnfoi Congrtm, 
No. 78, XIII, toUo 139. 



dbyGOOglC 



September, 1780 799 

Tekabcbt Ofhob, Attgutt Slf, 1780 

The Board of Treasuiy report: 

Ordered, That on the application of Ck>lonel John Beatty, 
late commissaiy general of prisoners, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer, in his favour, for three thousand four hundred and 
eighty five dollars and 54/90 of a dollar, being the ballance 
of a certified account due to James M'Comb, late deputy 
commissary of prisoners; and for which the said John Beatty 
is to be accoimtable. 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, asdstant Q. M. 
Gen', on account of Major General Greene, late Q. M. G., a 
warrant Issue on the treasurer in his favour, for five thou- 
sand and thirty five dollars, for which the said Major General 
Greene, late Q. M. G., is to be accountable.' 

Upon a Reference from Congress of the letter of John Bradford 
dated Boston August 10"^ 1780, The Board beg leave to Report — 

That so far as the letter aforesaid respects the payment of John 

Garcia Duarti, it is provided for by a Resolution of Congress of the 

30*^ inst That John Bradford be informed by the 

Fortpoatd. Board of Treasury of such provision, and directed to 

send the money detained in his hands for the purchase 

of Bills, To the Treasurer of the United States,' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 25 
August, from J. Hiltzeimer, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Jacob Hiltzeimer he allowed at the rate of 
forty dollare per month, in the new currency, emitted pursuant 
to the act of the 18 March last, for his service in providing 
for the horses under his care, to commence from 16 Febru- 
ary, 1780; and that he be allowed «x hxmdred dollars in 
the said currency for his services previous to that time. 

Resolved, That what is now due, or that may hereafter 
become due for keeping the said horses, be paid to the said 
Jacob Hiltzeimer by the respective owners; that duplicate 

' The unoant is given u $6,034 in the rep<»t. 

■ This reptxt is in tb« Paperi oj tht CmtxnerOal Cmftttt, No. ISa, IV, UiOa HI. 
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receipts be taken for the eame, one of which to be lodged 
with the auditor general: that the said J. Hiltzeimer be 
charged with the mooies so received, and f^ply the same for 
defraying the e^)ence8 of keeping the said horses ; any former 
resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

On motion of Mr. [Rog^r] Sherman, seconded by lb. [Sam- 
uel] Adams, 

Resolved, That the continental bills of credit, as they are 
brought into the loan offices, pursuant to the Act of Congress 
of the 18 of March last, be immediately struck through 
with a circular pimch of one inch diameter, to be afterwards 
examined and burned, as Congress shall direct. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memorial 
of William Alricks and Company, brou^t in a report ; Where- 
upon, 

The Board hare considered the memorial of William Alricks and 
Company read in Congress the 17? nit" and referred to thia Board, 

Whwenpon they b^ leave to Report 

That it appears by said memorial and divers testimonies on oath 
exhibited and filed, that seven setts of Exchange for one hmidred 
and ninety two dollars, payable to Charles Thompson and John 
Evans or order, duly issued by the Continental Loan officer for the 
State of Pennsylvania, the date, nimiber, and amount of the bills 
aforesaid, under the hand of the Loan officer aforesaid filed in this 
office — were thrown overboard at sea, and thereby lost; the truth 
whereof the Board have no reason to doubt 

That five sets of Exchange for two hundred and four dollars, pay- 
able to John Steel, Christian Lower jr and W? Semple or order duly 
issued by the Loan officer aforesaid, dates, numbers, and amount 
filed in this office as aforesaid were delivered to Captain Josiah 
Robinson, of the ^lip Oeiurai Mercer who sailed from Delaware Bay, 
on or about the 2^ of April last bound for Martinique — that on the 
S*^ of the same month tbe said Josiah Robinson of the General Mercer 
aforesaid was spoke with at sea, since which, nothing has ever been 
heard of the ship aforesaid, and it is beUeved the said ship is lost, 
and the five sets of Exchange also lost, whereupon the Board submit 
the following Resolution, 
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Resolved, That the treasurer of loans sign and deliver to 
Thomas Smith, commissioner of ihe continental loan office 
for the State of Pensylvania, to be by him issued to ITOliam 
Alricks and Company, twelve setts of exchange, of the tenor 
and date of those mentioned in his memorial, and filed in the 
Treasury office; except that each set is to consist of the 5th, 
6th, 7th and Sth bills, one of the eight only to be paid. Thai 
the treasurer of loans furnish the said William Alricks and 
Company with quadruplicate letters of advice, each contain- 
ing a certified copy of this resolution. And that the afore- 
said William Alri(^ and Company enter into bond to the 
loan officer aforesaid, on behalf of the United States with 
two or more sufficient freeholders as securities, in double the 
amoimt of the value of the said bills, with condition to in- 
demnify the United States against the holder or holders of 
any of the bills aforesaid, which are said to be lost, should 
any such appear.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 17S0 

A petaUon from the owners of the privateers Fair Ameri- 
can uid HoUcer was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take order. 

A petition of Henry Eberly was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of first, from the honorable the Minister of France 
was read.* 

Anoth^ letter, of 1st, from the same was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take order. 

* Thk report is in the Papm q^ Ot CbntMuntot CbfVrMt, IIo. 13«, IV, foUo 561. 

* Tliu petiticm, undated, ia in the Paptn of tht Oontinmtal Congreu, No. 42, II, 
folio 4M. 

* Tim letter ia printed in the DipUmtaiie Comtpondma </ lie Amtriean Smoiution 
(Whaitou), IV, folio 44. 

10«»70— 10 61 
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Congress took into con«deratlon the report of the com- 
mittee on the instructions of the assembly of Maiyland to 
their del^ates, and other papers respecting the Confederal 
tion, &c. and after debate, 

Ordered, Hiat the consideration thereof be postponed till 
Monday next. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by 
Mr. [R(^er] Sherman, 

Ordered, That the same, togeth^ with the letter, of 10 
April, from the honorable J. Adams be referred to a commit- 
tee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. J[oeeph] 
Jones and Mr. [John Morin] Scott. 

The committee, to whom were referred the instructions to 
the delegates of Vii^inia, and the extract from the letter, of 
26 May, from the honorable J. Jay;' 

And the committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 
14 Ai^ust, from Brigadier I^ox; and 

The committee on the letter, of 20th August, from Major 
General Gates, delivered in their several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1780 

A letter, of 6 May, from Mr. Dumas was read. 

A letter, of 24 August, from General Washington, witii 
sundry papers enclosed; and 

A letter, of 28 of the said month, from the same with a 
copy of a circular letter, were read : ' 

■ The ftdlowiag motion, undated, in the writing of John Rutl«dge, with ref«caice 
to 3*y'a letter, is in the Papons of Ihe Conlinenlai Con^et*, No. 36, IV, folio 83 : 

"That the minieter plenipotoutibiy iX the Court of Spain be inebucted to forbear 
T"«H"g any oreoturea to that court <x entering into U17 stipulaticau in consequeoce 
of overtures which he has nude.'' 

■ Washington's letter of August 24 is in the Paptrt 0/ the CohUmtUoI Congim, No. 
162, IX, folio 101. Hie lettw of August 28 is on folio 139; it is fmsted in the ffHi- 
mgt itf Wa^Mffton (Ford), VIII, 416. 
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Ordered, That the latter, together with so much of the 
former as relates to the supply of the army, be referred to 
the committee on his letter of 20 August. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Charles Thomson, sec- 
retary of Congress, a warrant issue on the Treasurer in his 
favour, for six thousand dollars, on account of his salary.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 17S0 

A letter, of June 1, and two of June 2, from the honorable 
John Adams, were read : ^ 

A letter, of 4th, from James Jay was read.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. [Abra^ 
ham] Clark and Mr. [Jared] Ingersol. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. C. Griffin, one of 
the judges of the Court of Appeals in cases of capture, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer in his favour, lot forty thousand 
dollars on account of his salary.* 

Teeasttbt OvnoB Sep* 4* J7S0 

Hie Board beg leave to represent to Congress, 

That in the opinion of the Board the United States are suffering 
greatly by receiving Ijoans and issuing Loan Office Certificates, under 

■ IUb rapcvt Is in the Popcn Q^ a« CmtmntaJ CViivnM, No. 136, rV, iolio im^ 

A letter at the Boud oE War wu leed stfttiiig that the iron nuatera requiied mcmey; 
tbla letter ia in the Papen oftlie Catdinenial Congnn, No. 148, I, folio 187. 

A latttt from the Bowd of Adminl^ wu kIbo roMl Btkting th&t the Brituh fleet had 
left New London and stewed to the Kmthwaid; thie letter ia in the Paptn qf tht 
GontinifUal Congra*, No. ST, folio 803. 

* Ibeee lettne are printed in the i>tp]oina(K Ctorreipoiidme* </ lb jliMnean JicMJi^ 
Kan (Wharton), III, foUoa 760, 7S2, 76S. 

*'nuilettceia in the Popov q^lAc ConHnmtal Cmf/ntt, No. 78, XIII, lolla 179. 

*TUb report ie in the Paptn q/(b CSmlmmtai CbnpTMt, No. U6, IV, foHo 685. 
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804 JourmUs t^ Congreaa 

the present eetablished Begulation; for Remedy whereof, the Board 
sabmit the following Resolution 

Beaolved, That the Board of Treasury be, and hereby are, 
authorised to prepare loan office certificates, agreeably to 
the underwritten form, to the amount of one million dollars, 
equal in value to specie; and that the Board have power to 
stop the issuing all loan office certificates under former reso- 
lutions of Congress, so soon as the present are pr^>ared to 
issue; and that all monies, after tiiat period loaned, shall be 
loaned and received at specie value. 

Dollars. Number 

The United States of America acknowledge the receipt of 
the value of Spanish milled dollars from which 

they promise to pay to the said or bearer, in specie or 

other current money equivalent on the day of 
with interest annually, at the rate of six per cent, per annum, 
agreeably to a resolution of Congress passed the 5th day of 
September, 1780. 

Witness my hand, this day of Anno Domini * 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 6, 1780 

A letter, of 12 May, from ^^^iam Glascock, was read: ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [James] 

Duane, and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 
A letter, of 5, from Thomas Hartley was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
The Board of War, to whom were referred the memorials 

of Lieutenant Beaulieu, brought in a report; -Whereupon, 

'Hub report ifl in the f>apenq^(A« Contintnlal Congrat, No. 136, IV, folio 607. 
■ Tbia lettei ia in the Paptn <tf Vu Conttaenial Cotigrtm, No. 73, folio 366. 
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September, 1780 805 

At a Boakd of Was. Seft. 5. 1780 

Fiesent M^ Feteis Col GraTSon 

The Board having considered the reference from Congrees on the 
subject of IJeu*: BeauUeu's memorials, and the said memorials — are 
of opinion that he is not entitled to his trarelling expenses from 
South Carolina to Philadelphia, under any r^ulation of Congress, as 
he was not on public busioees. But it appeais to the Board tJiat 
Lieut: Beaulieu is in v&cy distressed circumstances, and a stranger 
in the country, labouring under misfortunes whi<ji have befallen 
him in its service. He is a prisoner on parole, and cannot return to 
France, "nie Board therefore submit to Congress whether a sum of 
money should not be advanced to him, if the precedent would not 
be attended with disagreeable consequences. If Congress be of this 
opinion th^ will please to resolve; 

Ordered, That the sum of five thousand dollars be pud to 
lieutenant Beaulieu, to reimburse his ezpences while under 
the cure of the wounds he received in the service of these 
states, and to defray the chaises of travelling from South 
Carolina to Fhiladdphia, to which place he was imder the 
necessity of coming for assistance which he could not obtiun 
elsewhere.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Ck)lonel Durkee, report as th^ opinion, " That as Colonel 
Durkee holds a commission of colonel in the service of the 
United States, and is intitled to all the emoluments thereof, 
it is not necessary or practicable to make any fEirther pro- 
viaon for him at this time, though the Board are satiBfied 
he is a meritorious officer: That with respect to his applica- 
tion to be allowed a clerk, the Board are of opinion that it 
is inezpedifflit to comply therewith." " 

A motion was made by Mr. [Ezeldel] Cornell, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Fell, for discontinuing the post at Carlisle. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

' Tbia nport ia In the Papen ifftht Continental Oongrm, No. 147, IV, tollo H3. 
*TbiMi^f<MiaiaibBPapm^aeCotammttalOongrtu,13o.W,tV,loaoM7. 
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